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w Folk Move from ‘Ground Floor’ 
To Cyclone Cellar in Investments 


4 


F tnough individuals in the acting 
md of show business, and sufficient 
make the change appear general, 
tf smarting up—financially. Al- 
ugh there have been a few ex- 
tions, financial conservativeness 
ws never been a generality among 
‘tors. 
' The new trend toward socking it 
fay, just in case, is liable to wipe 
wit that universal spectre of the 
washed up, out-at-the-elbows mid- 
cle aged thespian and change it 
ynto a portrait of a weli-dressed, 
bstantial, retired business man. 
An indication of the decline of 
odigality among actors are the 
atements of investment and life 
surance companies to the effect 
it numerous’ performers have 
m among the heavier buyers of 
Jdownment policies, annuities and 
ust funds during the last couple 
years. 
Through at 50 
While women of the stage are, 
¢ course, considered  retirable 
‘earlier by financial companies’ sta- 
tistics, investment people place the 
atural retirement age of the av- 
prage actor at 50. This means, in 
the investment business’ opinion, 
hat the average actor has passed his 
ak, if not outlived his usefulness 
altogether, at the half century 
ari In contrast, the retirement 
jase among men in other lines of 
4 (Conmeses on page 86) 


‘woover LIFE ON AIR 
"AS CAMPAIGN SERIAL 


% 














Los Angeles, Sept. 12. 

Life of President Hoover wili be 
dramatized in serial form for use 
fever the air on discs as election 
icampaign material, if present inten- 
jens of the Republican National 
Yeommittee crystalize. 

One company, engaged here in 
Moraine out wax radio records, is 
known to be figuring on the job of 
hintne up casts, and recording such 
4 serialization. 








{ 
|! Vatican Film 
A feature picture, taken in the 
/Watican, Rome, and based on works 


}@nd historical events of the past 10 
years of Pope Pius XI, is being 
;®ditea and assembled in New York. 
fit will be known as ‘The City of 
Peace’ and will be shown in this 
) country only in Catholic schools, or- 
>€anizations, etc., through the Cath- 
» dic + «aurch. 

Arthur James, former film trade 
aper publisher, who returned from 
iurope two weeks ago, brought the 

_ «&m back with him. It is silent ex- 
} cept for incidentat music. 
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Stagehand Stars 


The real stars of burlesque 
this year in so far as salaries 
are concerned, are the stage- 
hands. In numerous burley 
ventures, both stock and wheel, 
the union boys are the highest 
salaried people on the stage. 

Traveling shows are required 
to carry two permanent deck 
hands, at $100 a week each, in 
addition to fares and sleep- 
ers. On several of the eastern 
Empire wheel shows the 
scenery shifters top the pay- 
roll. 























N. J. CROONER 
RUNNING FOR 
CONGRESS 


A radio artist is running for Con- 
gress in the 10th New Jersey Con- 
gressional district. He is William 
W. Harrison, who will campaign 
over the air, broadcasting from 
WOR. 

Harrison is a vocalist. In addi- 
tion to his air talks will add a bit 
of crooning. 

Candidate is also an aviator and 
is credited with doing much to de- 
velop the Jersey airports. 








Rumble Seat Racket 


Milwaukee, Sept. 12. 

A racket was disclosed at the 
Wisconsin State fair when gate at- 
tendants caught Ira C. Meredith, a 
salesman, bootlegging patrons into 
the fair in the closed rumble seat 
of hig car. He admitted bringing 
in 10 persons at cut rates. 


Meredith was able to carry on his 
racket because he had borrowed a 
concessionaire’s pass. He got a ride 
to the federal building because 
there were five pints of liquor 
secreted in the rumble seat. 

The concessionaire was ordered | 
out of the grounds. 





42nd St. Sign 
Restaurant on 42nd street closed 
it’s doors but put out a sign that’s 
attracting attention. 
Reads: ‘Closed in order to make 





alterations for the arrival of beer.’ 


BOTH GHAING UP 
107% FIRST & MO, 





Entice Industry May Gross 
$75,000,000 for ’32—$60,- 
000,000 Last Year—NBC 
and CBS Chains Com- 
bined Are Paced for $44,- 
000,000 Total 





TALENT BUREAUS OK 





Despite the severe siump in in- 
come from facilities sales which 
hit both radio networks during 
July and August, NBC and Colum- 
bia came through the first eight 


months of the current year with a 
combined lead of close to 18% over 
the same stretch for 1931. 

Between them the chains have, 
up to Sept. 1, taken in from time 
sales $26,670,485 as compared to 
$22,681,485 for the same stretch last 
year. 

Yet, as distinct as was the set- 
back this summer, it is figured 
that the networks will not only re- 
gain this lost ground through Octo- 
ber-December, deemed the three 
best months on the broadcasting 
calender, but will wind up '32 with 
record grosses. Columbia has only 
$3,000,000 to go to match its full 
1931 gross of $11,895,039, while NBC 
is within $8,000,000 of last year’s 
final countup, $25,607,041. 

With the less happy chapters in 
the story out of the way, and the 
commercial contracts now piling up, 
giving assurance of an abundantly 
healthy final quarter, it can be rea- 
sonably estimated that Columbia for 
1932 will roll up to $15,000,000 and 
that NBC may edge over the $29,- 
000,000 line. These figures refer 
only to revenue from time. sales. 

Indications are that the networks 
will also show substantial increases 
in talent sales for 1932, CBS Artists 
Service notably coming through 
with a hefty profit. Also a good 
possibility that the NBC Artists 
Service will finish the year with a 
neat margin for the first time since 
its organization. Judging from the 
first six months’ business, Colum- 

(Continued on page 86) 





Practical 





Chicago, Sept. 12. 

Ladies’ shawls, watches with- 
out any works, cigaret holders, 
and those other baubles once 
used as prizes in candy pack- 
ages hawked in burlesque 
houses, have been discarded. 
A more utilarian gift is held 
out to the patrons of burlesque. 

Principal prize is now a pair 
of shoes. 




















Murder as a Gag Not Boxoffice; 
Widow in ‘Boom, Boom Follies’ 





Red Tops 


Eastern theatre operator has 
conceived a scheme by which 
he hopes to save time in his 
regional confabs with house 
managers. 

Plan calls for the individual 
operators whose houses are 
in the ‘red’ to attend mana- 
gerial sessions wearing crim- 
son berets. It’s also to pro- 
vide the operating exec with 
an immediate flash as to who’s 
who and what's what. 


LEGIT VERSION 
OF RADIO ACT 
BY NBC 


The entrance of the National 
Broadcasting Co. into the legitimate 
production field is indicated by the 
presentation of ‘Real Folks,’ due in 
a Broadway theatre soon. The show 
has been quietly rehearsing at the 


Chelsea hotel. At Equity’s offices 
it was stated that the salary bond, 
the usual requirement of a new pro- 
ducer to protect the players for a 
minimum of two weeks, will be 
posted by NBC. 

‘Real Folks’ 1s a combination of 
the radio broadcast series of same 
name and similar type, also ‘Tomp- 
kins Corners.’ Most of the material 
for the air was written by George 
Frame Brown who will head the 
show cast. Others in the legit ver- 
sion are George Usher, George 
Shields, Virginia Farmer, Earl Red- 
ding, Flavia Arcaro, Gene Cleveland, 
Irene Hubbard, Edward D'Oisy, 
Sam Monroe, Philip Robinson, Nor- 
man Williams, Phoebe Mackaye and 
Elizabeth Erich. 

Some of the players have not 
been in the legit but are microphone 
artists. They have applied for 
Equity membership. 




















. . + 
Britain’s Bogey 

London, Sept. 12. 
in an attempt to equal 
is thinking of do- 
figure on 


England, 
America at golf, 
ing away with the ‘bogey’ 


its courses, and substituting par 
figures. 

Princes, a leading club, where the 
British open was held last spring, 
has eliminated its bogey of 79. Par 
is 72. 

Nearly 1,000 courses will make the | 


change-over next year, 





Chicago, Sept. 12. 

Mrs. Dorothy Pollak, who mur- 
dered her husband and escaped on 
a self-defense plea, opened Satur- 
day (10) at the State-Congress as 
a burlesque queeen. The manage- 
ment sardonically calls the revue, 

®. 
‘Boom, Boom, Follies.’ 

Census-taking of the first au- 
dierce failed to reveal more than a 
handful of curious persons who 
had obviously come to see the 
hubby-slayer. The rest were the 
usual riffraff of drifters, bums, and 
sex misfits. How little Mrs. Pollak 
interested the audience as a whole 
was proven by numerous walkouts 
before the show got as far as its 
headliner. 

Finally came the _ tongue-in- 
in-cheek announcer who spoke of 
the stately widow’s great need for 
public sympathy and support in the 
ordeal she was going through. 
Ordeal evidently. meant playing the 
State-Congress. Announcer held up 
the handsome relict of ‘Poor Joe’ 
who finally was able to whisper her 
message. She spoke of her great 
need for public sympathy and sup- 
port in the ordeal she was going 
through. 





Fashionable 
It was then announced that Mrs. ° 
Pollek would sing ‘I'm Sorry Dear.’ 
At being thus forcibly reminded of 
(Continued on page 86) 


Colored Cast Drills 
Five No-Pay Months 
And Not One Walkout 


Long rehearsal: records were ex- 
ceeded by a. colored comedy drama 
which has been in preparation 20 
weeks but is now announced for the 
Forrest next Monday (19). Show is 
called ‘Ol’ Man Satan,’ formerly 
known as ‘Satan’ and several times 
slated to open in tne same house. 

There are 125 players in all, 30 
having speaking parts, the balance 
being mostly in choirs for the sing- 
ing of spiritaals. 1t is claimed that 
although -none of the people have 
received pay in the five months of 
rehearsals, not one has walked out. 
Bankroll trouble strung the prepar- 
ation along. 

‘Satan’ has some relation to ‘The 
Green Pastures. Whereas the latter 
has to do with the down South 
negro’s conception of the deity, the 
new show dwells on an old colored 
mammy’s idea of the devil. ‘Satan’ 
was written by Donald Heywood, 
| colored. ‘Pastures’ was a white au- 
| thor’s work, Mare Connolly making 
a play out of Roark Bradford's 
i stories. se 
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Academy Insisting on WB. Cagney 
Mediation as Obligation to Industry 


< 


Sept. 12. 
to War- 
the 


Hollvwoed, 
The Academy, in a letter 
ner BDrotlieis, not offers 
conciliation adtattages of the or- 
ganization for the settling of the 
Cagney differences, but insisis that 
such a procedure be carried out as 
‘an obligation to the industry.’ 

Letter follows an investigation of 
the Cagney trouble by the Acad- 
emy’s arbitration committee which 
will hear the case if ‘both parties 
agree. : 

Organization’s stand is that under 
the recent Academy-Producers’ 
agreement all matters affecting 
holders of contracts must be in- 
vestigated by that body, whether or 
‘not an appeal to the court is made. 
Particularly is this true in the Cag- 
ney case as, under the agreement, 
no producing company can engage 
a person previously on contract to 


only 


another studio unless title to the 
player is cleared through’ the 
Academy. 


Sept. 15 Status 


Differences between the two sides 
are based on the player's: status 
after Sept. 15. Studio claims that 
it can hold Cagney to contract after 
that date, but Cagney opines other- 
-wise. Under. the producers’ agree- 
ment, and a later recommendation 
of the Producers’ association, no 
other company can engage him 
while Warners holds to that stand. 

Cagney is not a member of. the 
Academy, but he is reported to have 
shown a willingness to arbitrate his 
case through that body. 

Judicial body to hear the case 
would be comprised of four em- 
‘ployee members and one producer 
member, the committee being made 
up of Frank Capra, chairman; 
‘Henry Herzbrun, Fredric March, J. 
A. Ball and Oliver H. P. Garrett. 


‘AL LEWIS AT PAR. 
HAS SHOW PROP,.T00 


Set with Paramount as an asso- 
‘ciate producer, Al Lewis may take 
six weeks out to direct ‘The Great 
Magoo,’ Ben ‘Hecht-Gene Fowler 
Play: which Billy Rose will produce. 
Lewis is reported to hold a three 
“year contract with Par with no par- 
-ticular units as yet designated for 
him to supervise. 

Lewis is on the Coast now, hav- 
ing left New. York immediately aft- 
oe winding up with Fox as story 
‘editor. 

Lewis will answer Rose on the 
show proposition by tonight (Tucs- 
day). If unable to obtain leave 
from Par, another director will be 
obtained. Rose claims he is sole 
owner of the play. 











Klein’s Probation 


Hollywood, Sept. 12. 

Chauncy M. Klein, former director 
at Charles Hopkins’ little theatre in 
New York, has been brought here 
by Radio to undergo a probationary 
period before being’ assigned as a 
-picture megger. 

First. goes to J. G. Bachman as 
diaiog director with Mal St. Clair on 








George 
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Radio’s Film Ideas 
Quite a few radio programs 
are being plotted in New York 


to tie in names from 
the Coast. 


The ether 


picture 


figures it’s a nat- 


ural for mutual benefit, as a 
dial-in attraction and a recip- 
rocal plug for the current 





film releases. 


5 Now Starting Last 
Radio Films “Till Oct. 


Hollywood, Sept. 12. 

Putting five into production dur- 
ing the current week, Radio will 
start no other new pictures until 
Oct. 1 when Lionel Barrymore is 
launched in ‘Sweepings,’ Wesley: 
Ruggles, will direct. Following week’ 
John Barrymore gets underway in 
an untitled film directed by John 
Cromwell. 
‘Penguin Pool Murder,’ with Rob-: 
ert Armstrong, James Gleason and; 
Mae. Clark, started Saturday (10), 
Archainbaud directing; 
‘Phantom Fame,’ directed by Greg- 
ory La Cava, and an-untitled pic- 
ture with J. Walter, Rubin megging,, 
go before the camera tomorrow (13). 
and following day ‘Animal King-' 
dom,’ with Ann Harding and Leslie 
Howard, and ‘Men of: America,’. a: 
Bill Boyd film, with Ralph Ince di- 
recting, go into work. E. H. Grif-' 
fith will még ‘Kingdom.’ | 











Hays Puts Thumbs Down 
On ‘Without a Room’ Title 


Hollywood, Sept. 12. 

Hays office will not permit Charles 
R. Rogers to use. the title,~ ‘Girl 
Without a Room,’ claiming it is too 
suggestive. Story, by Jack Lait, 
was to be made following ‘Man- 
hattan Garage.’ 

Dorothy Farnum: is now combin- 
ing this story with ‘I Can’t Go 
Home,’ by Mike Simmons, and the 
fused yarn will go. out under. latter 
title, 


Ben Blue Stays at } 
Roach as Utility Comic 


Hollywood, Sept. 12. | 

Option held by Roach studio on, 
Ben Blue has been taken up. Vaude 
comedian is now under a term con- 
tract. 

Roach has used Blue in the ‘Taxi 
Boys’ two-reelers, but he will now 
be a utility comic on the lot and 
spotted in other series. Leo Mor- 
rison handled deal. 








CLARK-M’CULLOUGH EAST 
Hollywood, Sept. 12. 
Bobby Clark and Paul McCul- 
lough leave this week for New York. 
Team is completing a two-reeler, 
‘Gay Knighties,’ under direction of | 
Mark Sandrich at Radio. 








STURGES WEST FOR U 
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WILL MAHONEY 


Held Over 2nd Week, Paramount, 
New York 


The- Oakland .“Post-Examiner” 
said: “Will Mahoney sent the audi- 
ence into hysterics with his goofy 
songs stories and his dancing, 
wherein he has a series of falls that 
rolled the audience into the aisles. 
Don’t miss Mahoney, he’s great.” 


Direction 


RALPH G. FARNUM 
1560 Broadway 








Floyd Gibbons Is 
Minus Fillum Yen; 
Prefers His Mike 


Hollywood, Sept. 12. 

Taiking all in one breath, Floyd 
Gibbons admitted, that his stay in 
Holtywood, though only for three 
days, was to interest producers in 
his two published stories, ‘Red Na- 
poleon’ and ‘Red Knight of Ger- 
many.’ He-had a deal on with Uni- 
versa! for ‘Red Knight,’ but nego- 
tiations fell through when the writer 
insisted on, retaining the radio 
rights. 

Gibbons figures that radio, and 
not pictures, is his forte, and any- 





‘thing. that looks like radio enter- 


tainment he’ll hang on to for his’n. 

Rapid-fire gabber refused to com- 
ment on pictures, saying it was an 
old habit: for writers to spend sev- 
eral days here and then try to con- 
vince the world that they’ve discov- 
ered what’s wrong with the fillums. 
He admitted his preference to work 
behind a mike, ° 

Tske it from Gibbons, who just 
came from there, the Grand Canyon 
is on the square. Most travelers 
who come here after looking at the 
big gully, claim it’s a fake and help 
spread the one about it being a 
swell place to throw razor blades. 
But Gibbons never heard the gag, 
so he should be a pushover for some 
of Holiywood’s comics, 





METRO’S TWO VERSIONS | 


-———__. 


‘Equitable Wants Court 





‘LOST, CRAWFORD) To Rule Out Arbi 
OF ; o Rule Out Arbitration 
Hollywood, Sept. 12. On Gregor’ S Contract 

Two different stories are being _— 

written at Metro to fit the title, Los Angeles, Sept. 12. 

‘Lost.’ This will be the next Joan! {To forestall the arbitration of Ar« 

Crawford picture, Clarence Brown | v - 

directing thur Gregor’s contract with Equitas 
Story originally sold under this | ble Pictures by the American Ar- 

title, written by Ecmund Goulding, | bitration Association, Equitable has 


has been discarded. New yarns are 
being concocted by Frances Good- 
rich and Albert Hackett, collabo- 
rating, and John Meehan soloing. 

Former pair were working with 
the late Paul Bern who was to have 
supervised. Meehan’s assignment 
was made after Bern’s death. Ex- 
pected that the production will now 
be handled by Bernie Fineman. 


Mother Drops Suit in 
Dickson-Powell Case 


Denver, Sept. 12. 

Final echo of the killing of Her- 
bert Powell by A. E. (Dick) Dick- 
son, formerly a theatre owner in 
this territory, was heard when 
Powell’s mother asked dismissal of 
her suit for $5,500 damages against 
Dickson. 

Dickson pleaded self-defense and 
was acquitted of the killing which 
took place in his home when he 
returned home one night and 
Claimed he found Mrs. Dickson and 
Powell. He alleged Powell at- 
tacked him. 

Under a state law a parent can 
sue for the death of a minor be- 
cause of the wrongful acts of an- 
other, and Mrs. Powelk was suing 
for $5,500 actual damages and $500 
funeral expenses. 

Following his acquital, Dickson 
obtained a divorce, but he and his 
wife were later remarried and are 
now living together. Dickson sold 
his string of theatres to Fox. 


Feyder Gets ‘Daughter’ ; 


Test Chinese Femme Dr. 


Hollywood, Sept. 12. 

With Jacques Feyder assigned to 
direct, and Lupe Velez in the top 
spot for Metro’s ‘Son Daughter,’ Dr. 
Margarite Chung, Chinese femme 
physician of San Francisco, is. be- 
ing tested for the part of Dr. Lum 
Low. 

John Fish Goodrich and Claudine 
West are adapting. 


Tyler’s 6 
Hollywood, Sept. 12. 

Tom Tyler has been contracted 
for six westerns by Freuler Film 
Associates. 

First, starting today (12) at In- 
ternational, is ‘The Forty-Niners.’ 
J. P. McGowan is directing. 
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petitioned Superior Court here to 


rule that Gregor has nothing to are 
bitrate, 

Following difficulties during the 
production of ‘Decency,’ which Gre. 
gor wrote and was directing for 
Equitable, the director appealed to 
the AAA to arbitrate an alleged 
breach of contract. Equitable al- 
leges that there is no point in th 
document that requires clarific ation 
and that the contract is clear on 
every subject in dispute. Martin 
Gang representing Equitable. 


Dupont’s Wells’ Novel 
With Karloff for U 


Hollywood, Sept. 12. 
Universal has taken E, A. Dupont, 
German direetor, to do H. G. Wells’ 
novel, ‘The Invisible Man.’ As a 
picture it will star Boris Karloff. 
Dupont, who worked for U sev- 
eral years ago, was here making a 
picture for Matador, German com- 
pany, based on the Olympics. He 
was about to start home when U 
grabbed him, 








Three ‘Panther’ Winners 
On Par Lot for Tests 


Hollywood, Sept. 12. 

Three of the seven girls picked in 
the finals of Paramount’s ‘Panther 
Woman’ contest have arrived in 
Hollywood for screen tests: Studio 
execs are scanning tests’ of the 
other four to decide whether’ or not 
to bring them here. 

Femme hopefuls, whose expense§ 
were paid by Paramount are Kath- 
leen Burke,’ Chicago; Berna’ Hillie, 
Detroit, and Lona “Andre, Nash- 
ville. Remaining quartet is come 
prised of Gertrude Baker, Newark: 
Lillian Hirchson, Brooklyn; Maxine 
Land, Atlanta, .and Jane Burgin, 
Knoxville. 


\ 


M-G Adds 2 Writers 


Hollywood, Sept. 12. :* 

Eve Greene and Adele Comandint 
have been added to Metro’s writing’ 
staff. Miss’ Comandini-is working 
with Leonard Praskins on adapting 
and dialoging ‘White Sister.’ 

Miss Greene, formerly a _ script 
clerk, gets her writing opportunity 
with Zelda Sears on the ‘Prosperity’ 
rewrite. 








Busy Columbia 
Hollywood, Sept. 12. 


With eight pictures in work at 


| once, Columbia is now busier than 
|}at any time since June. 


All except 
‘Cauliflower Alley,’ produced ‘by 
Bryan Foy in Culver City, are be- 
ing made on the Col. lot. 

Last four, Which went into pro- 


| duction last ‘week, are ‘Plainclothes 
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‘Goldie 4 | Man,’ ‘Obey the Law,’ ‘Sundown 
Preston Sturges, playwright, left | Rider,’ and ‘Texas Keene’s Return.’ 
> | last week for the Coast to join Uni- | besiege! 
INDEX ) versal’s scenario staff. 
Bilis i Sturgess has the usual six month | MISS HEPBURN’S CONTRACT 
MW sckass ¢amat< eto ees é 5 : : ns Oe oh Es - . 
"murleshine’ - and option _ contract. Univer sal | Katherine Hepburn, given a long 
PAUSE rawsecececcrves Df screened his ‘Strictly Dishonorable. | term contract by Radio following 
PIR CIe -v o:0. th udnh.0 0 0 bes on 68 |completion of ‘Bill of Divorcement,’ 
ROGIL, Pu tanta bedwcc ce 69 SAILINGS sailed Thursday night (8) for a 
Exploitation ........ — ee 23 } vacation abroad. 
Film House Reviews 64 Sept. 8 (London to New York) Miss Hepburn’s contract calls for 
Fil maviews 19 James Whale, Hans Bartsch, Gil-’| two pictures aryear and permits her 
MEE PROV IOWS. oe sec covees bert Miller, Harry Lachman (Brem- | to return to the stage between 
Foreign Film News...... 14-15 en). filnis. 
Foreign Show News...... 74 Sept. 10 London to New York) ge pon Semcon 
EEE ES ree Stanley S. Neal (Britannic). me 
a NAO es Sept. 8 (New York to Paris) Clein’s B. R. for Mellers 
s ws KA BIC weccose ereeeee . | Mischa Elman. Dr. and Mrs. Harry Hollywood, Sept. 42. 
Inside—Pictures .....0+.. 69 W. Martin, William T. Tilden, John Clein, who recently made 
Legitimate .....sce. errr: Ly). | (Louella Parsons), Katherine Hep- one picture for Phil Goldstone’s Ma- 
Latter . List. .... caneeeene 86 | burn (Europa). jestic release, has a new bankroll Y 
Pie weates 76 | Sept. 21 (Berlin to New York) for the production of three melo- x 
5 ay <x | Robert Reud (Europa). ; lramas. ; f 
PS < hdl: gaging leaned Pl oa-90 Sept. 8 (London, to New York) Budget of $35,000 has been plated b 
a coat emp seus ~ | Gilbert Miller (Bremen). |on each of the trio. Distribution has : 
aews ‘Oo 12 Vales » + | : 
. i ph Oy | Sept. 14. (New York to London) |} {not been set. 
NE DS PSS Gee aa 85 , ~ A OO an 
+ enon r ~ | Ben Goetz, Jack Kapp (Ile de ; e G RY C PER | a -e hee teees t 
; é eeeeees . ee ~ oft 
. - France). , ‘of the st fought-over rol f the screen season when ‘ 
OULGOORS  Gaeesce kes on 8 ; won oné of the mos ougnt-over roles 0 pe. screen. Bea 4 ‘ ’ 
a a ‘ ce | Sept 23 (Los Angeles to Sydney) | Paramount~ selected him to enact the part of Frederic, the ambulance | Kenton Gets ‘Lost Souls 
eo eee ee eee eeeeeeee a" Jo . . . ~ . , Lhd i 4. » 
Radio 77_29 Arthur Loew, James Dixon (Monte- | driver, in’the picturization of Ernest Hémingway’s great romance, A |} Hollywood, Sept. 12. j : 
indie Nth ot ee ee ee ‘a 78 ate y Farewell to Arms.” : je Direction of Island of Lost Souls.” > 
Radic ote a a 78 | Sept. 14 (New York to Paris) “It is a sweil'part and great opportunity for me,” Cooper said. at Paramount, goes to Erle Kenton ‘ 
Lid Reports, seceseees , ‘ P have never been happier on any picture, what with being teamed with |. 2 eur Jolt 4a 
’ : > . . . , ‘ ste rm: aurog, origin 
Talking Shorts....... eres 19 | B cos Valentin Mandelstam (Ile de Helen Hayes, one of the greatest actresses ever to come to the screen, ail — hoa eee ‘ yes, 4 (| 
MIUEIE  Soesisics 000 ks eo a 34-61 |} | France an . : and Adolphe Menjou, who is a marvelous partner. And Frank Borzage, | *4Y Sated. ' a aE a ¢! 
Vaude House Reviews.... 32 I}| Oct. 7 (New York to London) | our director, well remembered for his ‘Humoresque,’ ‘Seventh Heaven’ Latter wont finish hantom 
N 44' Herbert Marshall (Olympic), and other great hits.” President’ in time. 
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JOLSON’S 6 P-P 
$12,000, % 


Al Josison’s six stage weeks for 
Publix at $12,000 per and percent- 
age will start on or about Nov. 1, 
with his picture work for U.A. on 
the Coast expected to be completed 
by thon. Contracts have been 
siened, minus dates. 

Jolson’s guarantee will be $12,000 
all over, but the percentage splits 
will vary according to the indi- 
vidual theatres. The terms make it 
possible for Jolson to net $20,000 
a week. 


GARBO TESTIFIES IN 
STILLER WILL CASE 


Stockholm, Sept. 3. 
A mysterious case of claims and 
counter-claims against the estate 
of the late Moritz Stiller, film direc- 











tor, is occupying the_time of the 
Stockholm American consulate. 
Daily witnesses of film importance 
from many countries are being 
heard. 

Stiller died here two years ago 
after returning from America 
where before that he launched 
Garbo. He left the principal por- 


tion of his estate to the actress, and 
it igs believed her testimony in the 
present case will do much toward 
¢larifying the situation. 

Although the case is private and 
the consulate refuses to divulge any 
information whatever, the presence 
of Victor Seastrom, Garbo and Lars 
Hansen at the consulate has given 
rise to much speculation. Garbo is 
known to be staying at the country 
estate of Seastrom’s when not at 
her mother's small flat here. 

Stiller's nationality has yet to be 
established, and it is not known if 
he was Finnish, Turk, Swede or 
American. It has also been stated 
and denied that Garbo and he were 
married in Constantinople in 1924. 
G. B. Pabst, the German director, 
recently admitted in an interview in 
London that it was in the Turkish 
city that he secured Garbo for 
‘Street of Sorrow,’ her first big Ger- 
man production, 

Garbo may lose the entire money 
bequeathed to her if deceased is 
proved to have been other than a 
Swede. 


Plot, Legal Troubles Air 
Radio’s Holman Story 


Hollywood, Sept. 12. 
‘Born Wild,’ Radio story which 
paralleled the life of Libby Hellman, 
has been called off by the studio. 
Yarn was first announced as ‘The 
Torch Singer’ and the name of Miss 
Holman, now under indictment due 
to the death of her husband, was 
printed in connection with it. 
Trouble in getting a suitable plot, 
and possibility of legal difficulties 
with the singer, caused Radio to 
stop preparation of the _ picture. 
Arline Judge, slated for the lead, 
will instead go into ‘Sweepings.’ 


CHAMPION GHOST 


Helene Madison, Swimmer, ‘Ghost 
Madonna’ for John Clein 
Hollywood, Sept. 12. 
Helene Madison, Olympic aquatic 
champ, has been signed by John 
Clein to star in ‘The Ghost Ma- 
donna,’ Hobart Bosworth handling 
the male lead. 
Christie Cabanne will direct with 














filming at Tec Art for the indie 
market. 
Miss Madison will be the first 


reach 
ca- 


of the Olympic winners to 
the screen in a_ professional 
pacity. 


TOM REED CONTRACT ENDS 


Hollywood, Sept. 12. 
‘Tom Reed, who is 
A five year contract with 
‘sal, leaves next week with Mrs. Reed 
for a three months vacation in Eu- 
rope 
Writer 
ago 


seventeen 
head 


joined U 
is studio publicity 





Lo, George Does It 





Hollywood, Sept. 12. 
A year ago George Roesner 
wrote a play titled ‘Grease 
Paint.’ Every producer in town 
read it and voted it awful. So 
Roesner retired to his Laguna 
Beach fish market and rewrote 


in into a _ scenario. Picture 
producers also turned that 
down. 


Undismayed, Roesner went 
back to Laguna and tried to 
fool somebody by making a 
synopsis of the thing and send- 
ing it to the studios again. 
Once more it came back. Finally 
he stuck it in the typewriter 
and lo, it came out a novel. It 
will be published by Schulte, 
Inc. 

Roesner has now sold his 
fish market, claiming it has 
served its purpose as asthetic 
atmosphere. 


Tough Week for Extras; 
Placements Off 3,000 


Hollywood, Sept. 12. 
Drop of more than 3,000 recorded 
in number of extras working last 














week. Big factor was the Labor 
Day shutdown. Total for the week 
was 4,997, 


Cc. B. DeMille handled the great- 
est volume of day checks, using 512 
people on his ‘Sign of the Cross’ set 
at Paramount Friday (9). 


Choosey Kate Smith 


Hollywood, Sept. 12. 
Kate Smith has turned down sey- 
eral sequences of ‘Queen of the Air,’ 
her starring picture at Paramount. 
Paul Gerard Smith is now re-writ- 
ing the script to conform with the 
radio singer's mailed suggestions. 
Miss Smith is expected at the 
studio in two weeks. 











Anna Sten Past Tutors, 


Now Has Dramatic Coach 


Hollywood, Sept. 12. 

Having passed muster with her 
English teachers, Anna Sten has 
now been assigned to Margaret 
Knapp, dramatic coach. German 
girl is being readied by Samuel 
Goldwyn for stardom in a picture 
to be directed by King Vidor. Fol- 
lowing this it is planned to place 
her opposite Ronald Colman, 

Miss Sten has been on the Gold- 
wyn payroll for the past four 
months, 
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By Wolfe Kaufman 


International show business for 
the year 1931-32 will go down as the 
first year in which Europe began 
getting its innings in the world film 
mart. And the world film mart has 
represented most of the world’s 
show business of recent years. 


Major and primary summaries re- 
veal that the picture business still 
led over the amusement field 
hurdles, that radio did not come to 
any prominence of importance (from 
a world standpoint) and that the 
United States still remains pretty 


well ahead of its foreign com- 
petition. 
But several European entities 


showed greater profit and much 
more progress than in recent years 
and the race began tightening for 
the first time in history. 

They called 1930-31 ‘the depres- 
sion year’. Since show business al- 
ways went in for ‘bigger and better’ 
movements, 1931-32 rates a ‘bigger 
and worse depressiog, year’. 

American filmdom opened the 1932 
foreign situation by worrying about 
the rapidly slipping foreign mar- 
kets. Today America is almost re- 
solved to let ’em slide and go along 
without them. Except that such a 


policy is easier proclaimed than 
adopted. 
The U. S. also began the year 


convinced that straight shot foreign 
films were no answer to foreign 
headaches. They cost too much, were 
too difficult to make, didn’t bring in 
enough revenue and were generally 
not good enough to uphold stand- 
ards. For a while the beam of light 
seemed to be dubbing. Engineers 
and technicians developed the art 
of dubbing almost to a point of 
certainty, and most of the foreign 
customers were satisfied. Not so 
the foreign film makers and for- 
eign politicians. 

The talker age was Europe's big 
chance to catch on. During the past 
year, what with America’s general 
financial worries and general inde- 
cision on how to handle the foreign 
film trade, the Europeans actually 
made the bandwagon. They're in 
now and they're in to stay—if they 
can, 

Britain’s Best Year 

It was the best year in English 
film history despite that that coun- 
try had to go off the gold standard 
tor a while. It was pretty good 
year, too, for Germany—and for 
France despite its constant pleading 
and crying. 

Gaumont-British, in London, had 
not only its best year but today is 
possibly the strongest film company 
(financially) in the world market. 
G-B is an intricate labyrinth of film 
and theatre companies. Included, 
among others, are the Gaumont Com- 
pany, Gainsborough Pictures, Gen- 
eral Theatres, Provincial Cinemato- 
graph Theatres, British Acoustics, 
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Cute? 





When making her contract 
with a major studio, a femme 
star insisted that she have the 
right to turn down three stories 
yearly. Studio granted her de- 
mands. Elated, the star felt 
that she had won a moral vic- 


tory. She turned down the 
first three stories the studio 
suggested, thus using up her 


privilege for the year. 

Later, she discovered that 
the studio had offered her 
stories which they did not in- 
tend to purchase, in order to 
get the contract clause washed 
up, at least for the first year, 











Robinson Abroad Second 
Time; Refuses New Part 


Hollywood, Sept. 12. 
Returning from Europe only last 
May, Edward G. Robinson is again 
bound for the Continent. He leaves 
here Sept. 17 with Mrs. Robinson. 
Actor wanted a rest and refused 
to go into ‘Employee’s Entrance’ for 
Warners. He has made three pic- 
tures on his four per year contract 
since spring. 


OUT $9,500 


Wheeler-Woolsey Can’t Accept N. 
Y. Loew Stage Date 
Hollywood, Sept. 12. 

Wheeler and Woolsey have turned 
down an offer of $9,500 to play one 
week at the Capitol, N. Y., Sept. 30, 
because their picture, ‘African 
Dodgers,’ will be in production at 
Columbia before that time. 

Offer, coming through Leo Fitz- 
gerald, also included two additional 
weeks around New York. 

Understood here that the Wheeler 
and Woolsey deal has also been re- 
opened by Radio. 

Report is that B. B. Kahane, 
president, will try to get New York 
to raise the ante a bit for the team 
while he is east attending board 
meetings. 














Ideal Films, and W. and F. Film 
Service. Almost all of these con- 
cerns are showing profit. The Gau- 
mont Company alone for year 1931 
showed a net profit of $175,000 and 
declared a 4% dividend. 

But more important is that Gau- 
mont has been strengthening its 
front. An inter-producing and re- 
leasing contract with Ufa, of Ger- 
many, is the most important move 
along this line. Ufa has a similar 
contract with Swensk, of Sweden, 
with G-B also cutting in there. In 
addition, it looks as though G-B's 
iong standing quarrel with Fox is 
aout to be settled, giving G-B more 
pictures and a better international 
front than ever. Beyond which it is 
understood to be likely that a con- 
tract will be concluded with Para- 
mount making for an almost perfect 
lineup between G-B and Ufa for 
both hemispheres. 

G-B expects to make 
pictures the current season. Added 
to its various alliances this will 
be a strong lure for independent ci- 
nema exhibs in England, besides 
allowing for pretty certain and easy 
coverage of all the 250 G-B thea- 
tres 

Other companies in England are 
naturally over-shadowed, though 
not doing badly. British Interna- 
tional still has strength enough to 
turn out a constant supply of fairish 
b. o. films, from a British trade 
standpoint. Hakim, Hagen, P. D. C. 
and several other indies are holding 
their own. But England’s greatest 
strength here lies in the fact that 
pudgets everywhere are trimmed to 
a minimum, 

American firms who made 
splash in the London field about a 


about 50 


a big | 
| 


month ago are already out of the | 
running, Warner's, despite protes- | 
tations, is apparently only out to} 
make quick stuff, while Paramount 
has left the field altogether. 

Warners, in fact, is now the only | 
American company producing di- | 
rectly in ngland. Universal made | 


low Ra 
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one bad one and has laid 
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NEWSPAPERS 60 


SENSATIONAL 
ON BERN 


Los Angeles, Sept. 12. 

In the handling of the Paul Bern 
local newspapers went 
sensational in their attempt to ob- 
tain exclusive angles on the pro- 
ducer’s death, 

Despite Hearst-Metro connections 
the ‘Record,’ least important of local 


dailies, was the first to break the 
story here. However, its extras 
did not appear on the street until 
four hours after the suicide was 
discovered. Hearst’s ‘Herald-Ex- 
press’ followed one hour later, 
though the Hearst office was the 
first advised of the tradgey. ‘Ex- 
aminer,’ Hearst a.m. paper, had a 
reporter on the job before the ar- 
rival of the police. 

Police were not advised of Bern's 
death until 5:15 p.m., three hours 
after the discovery of the body. 
Studio officials were the first no- 
tified. After three hours of con- 
ference, they called the police and 
papers. 





suicide story, 


Doctor’s Cable 
When the doctor came into the 
case, the day folowing Bern's death, 
a studio official showed a local 
‘Times’ reporter a cablegram from 
him, 


Physician, vacationing in Hono- 
lulu, stated he could throw light on 
the suicide. Same cable was shown 
to the ‘Examiner.’ Later the film 
exec felt that the doctor’s state- 
ment should not be published so he 
called the ‘Exagniner’ which agreed 
to withhold the statement. ‘Times’ 
refused. Former paper was not ad- 
vised of the ‘Times’ refusal and was 
beaten on the story. Chicago office 
of Hearst is said to have wired the 
‘Examiner’ that it might be all 
right to cover up on the Coast but 
the east wanted news. From then 
on everything went. 


Motive for the suicide remained 
missing, but the papers kept guess- 
ing at all angles and bringing in 
mysterious female characters. Some 
papers even reported attempts of 
suicide by Miss Harlow. 


None of Bern’s intimate friends 
would discuss his personal affairs. 
Reporters found themselves against 
a stone wall when interviewing 
them in an attempt to establish a 
motive. 

30 At Services 

Requiem for Bern was of extreme 
simplicity. Less than 30 people at- 
tended the private services at Grace 
chapel, Friday afternoon (9), 


Conrad Nagel spoke on Bern's 
friendship and understanding for 
those less fortunate than himself 
and Rabbi Edgar Magnin read the 
traditional Hebrew Kadish. 


Floral pieces banked on the altar 
comprised one of the most decora- 
tive displays of the kind ever seen 
here, 

A handful of the morbidly curious 
gathered outside the chapel but rear 
entrance prevented them from see- 
ing Jean Harlow, the widow, Mrs. 
William Marcus, sister of Bern, or 


other’ relatives. Bern's’ brother, 
Henry, who flew here from New 
York for the services, was in a 


state of collapse and unable to at- 
tend. 


Intimate friends of Bern who ate 


tended the services were Irving 
Thalberg, Louis B. Mayer, Hunt 
Stromberg, Jetta Goudal, Eddie 
Mannix, John Considine, Edgar Sel- 
wyn, Joan Benfett, Gene Markey, 
tamon Novarro, Ben Piazza. Walter 
Wanger, Fred Pelton, John Gilbert, 
George Fitzmaurice, Al Lewyn, 


Bernie Fineman, David and Myron 


Selznick, Ida Koverman, Carey Wil- 
son, Willis Goldbeck and Bern's 
secretary, Irene Harrison. Follow- 
ing the services, the body was cre- 
mated. 

Miss Harlow is due to return to 
work on the Metro lot today (Mon- 
inv) in ‘Red Dust.’ 
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Selected Films From Each Co. 
As ‘Exclusives, with Repeat Runs 


In Same Theatres, Dembow's Plan 


is the father 


Sam Dembow, Jr., 
of a plan which is deemed a pos- 
sible solution to the buying and 
playing of exclusive runs. He is in 
charge of all film buying for Pub- 
lix. 

Disagreeing that any distributor 
should sell its entire program to 
any theatre on an exclusive basis, 
Dembow holds that: each distrib, 
however, could select a given num- 
ber of pictures to be sold solo, the 
balance to be distributed as usual. 

Number would probably be a mi- 
nority of a program and set aside 
under trade designation of ‘exclu- 
sives,’ ‘specials,’ ‘road shows’ or 
something else. These selected pic- 
tures would not be sold to the sub- 
sequent runs, but Dembow contends 
they could be brought back to the 
same exclusive run theatre six or 
eight months later for a repeat and 
shorter engagement. 

It is pointed out that on the re- 
peat first run the pietures would 
also not go into subsequents at the 
later date, but such repeats during 
lean months might aid the exclusive 
run theatre against shortage, at the 
same time allowing the distrib io 
pick up revenue in the town pos- 
sibly m‘c 2d on the first play date. 

If dis.. »utors designated a cer- 
tain numier of films for exclusive 
exhibition, then the chain or first 
run exhib buying the product on 
that basis could set aside one house 
for the policy. Contending that ex- f 
clusive runs would mean need for 
fewer pictures yearly, Dembow de- 
clares it would not be necessary for 
each distrib to set aside anything 
but a minority of its program, pick- 
ing the pictures that deserved ex- 
clusives. 

In this way, no exclusive run the- 
atre could sew up an entire pro- 
gram, taking it away from opposi- 
tion which perhaps has been buy- 
ing that program for many years. 
In Dembow’s opinion, this would 
rub out the general complaint now 
against exclusives. 

Publix’s film buying head, once a 
distributor himself, brings up an- 
other important point. This con- 
cerns the probable folly of trying 
to play a whole program exclusive- 
ly won many of the pictures do not 
Warrent such display. But these 
s0-c:cd ‘sluffs’ would still be 
slut 1 under an exclusive deal for 
an entire program, thereby endan- 
geriny the distrib’s position. In 
othe: words, to play pictures ex- 
clus: sely the pictures must justify 
the policy or both theatre and dis- 
trib are in danger. 

‘The exclusive -type of picture,’ 
adds Dembow, ‘should be the type 
that does not belong in second or 
third run houses.’ 

Dembow is hopeful, as a protago- 
nist of exclusive runs, that all dis- 
tribuiors, including those who fear 
trying any exclusive contracts at 
all, will see the practicability of the 
plan. 

Testing Exclusives 

Meanwhie, neither Dembow nor 
other film buyers or chain heads are 
considering buying entire programs 
exclusively. All are moying very 
cautiously and this year will prob- 
ably play only certain pictures here 
and there on an exclusive basis to 
test the idea. 

Full benefit of exclusives as a 
policy will not be known for six 
months or a year, Dembow feels. 
Publix has already tried ‘Horse 
Feathers’ (Par) on an exclusive first 
run in Atlanta and Nashville. In 
both situations the policy was jus- 
tified by the results. On these At- 
lanta and Nashville exclusives Pub- 

(Continued on page 42) 





Radio Installs Burch as 
Plant Superintendent 


Hollywood, Sept. 12. 
John E. Burch, assistant to C. D. 
White, former Radio studio produc- 
tion manager, becomes plant super- 
intendent in a reorganization of the 
production department being made 
by Sam Jaffe, new production chief. 


Superintendency is a newly cre- 
ated post, with duties including 
some of those formerly handled by 
White. Latter is still at the studio 
but subordinate to Jaffe. 

Another change on the lot is the 
elevation cf W. J. Armstrong to 


chief estimator. 





YOST WITH SCHULBERG 


Off Par Story Board to Aid On 
Indie Production Effort 





Hollywood, Sept. 12. 

Robert Yost is off the editorial 
board at Paramount to become ex- 
ecutive assistant to B. P. Schulberg 
on the same lot. 

Yost has been at Paramount 
about two months after eight years 
with the Fox story department. 
Schulberg will make his films in- 
dependently for Par release. 


Technicolor Plans New 
Process; Seeks Refund 
To Amortize Old Cost 


Los Angeles, Sept. 12. 
Because it is perfecting a new 
color process, and seeks to amor- 
tize the $1,000,000 cost of its old 
two color method over a five year 
period ending Dec. 31, 1933, Tech- 
nicolor has filed a Superior Court 
suit here against Charles D. John- 
son, California state treasurer, for 
the recovery of $6,893 paid as taxes 
on profits for 1930 and 1931. This 
represents the difference in tax on 
the profit originally estimated and 
that figured with the charge-off to 
the process that is being retired. 
Technicolor filed a claim vith the 
franchise tax commissioner which 
denied and the suit followed. 
Amortization of the $1,000,000 is 
based on the footage to be produced 
from 1929 to 1934, estimated at 124,- 
000,000 feet, or eight mills per foot. 
It is figured that 21% of the total 
will be produced in 1932 and 1933. 
Other years were 1929, 17%; 1930, 
52%, and 1931, 9%. 
Original net income for 1930 was 
$833,712 and a tax of $5,572 was 
paid. Technicolor now wants to 
charge off 52% of the amortization 
to that year cutting the net profit 
down to $313,712. 


10 DAYS OF RETAKES 
ON CONNIE’S ‘ROCKABYE’ 


Hollywood, Sept. 12. 
After the first preview of ‘Rocka- 
bye,’ story Radio bought from Gloria 
Swanson for Constance Bennett, 
studio was decided to send the fea- 
ture in for about 35% retakes. 
Means about 10 days more work. 
Likelihood that George Cukor will 
do the retakes. George Fitzmaurice 
directed. 























VIERTEL 


Who has just completed his third 


BERTHOLD 


directorial assignment for Para- 
mount, producing “The Man From 
Yesterday,” with Claudette Colbert 
and Clive Brcok co-starred. 

After direeting sixty-five stage 
plays and three pictures in Europe, 
Viertel came: to Hollywood three 
years ago as a director. 


MPTOA - ALLIED 
SEEK WORKING 
AGREEMENT 


Efforts to establish a working 
agreement between the two national 
exhibitor organizations is the pur- 
pose of a meeting Sept. 19 in 
Chicago. About 12 leaders of the 
Motion Picture Theatre Owners of 
America and Allied Exhibitors will 
be present. 

Chances of the once talked of 
consolidation of both bodies under 


ene roof have been eliminated be- 
cause, it is declared, four of the 
strongest state units of the 
MPTOA would withdraw if that or- 
ganization physically combined with 
Allied. 

Indications are that the two or- 
ganizations may name a mixed 
committee to draft a new uniform 
contract. 

Distributors expressed themselves 
as perfectly content that they should 
be omitted from the conferences. 
They actually turned down invita- 
tions for a pow-wow, with the indie 
organizations feeling that the ex- 
hibitors are better left alone during 
preliminary threshings. Should the 
two exhib bodies arrive at an un- 
derstanding and present a contract 
formula, distribs say they will con- 
sider it but will make no promises 














at this time. 


























KING 





| who directed “Bird of Paradise,” 
| Mayfair theatre, New York. 

Vidor is now directing “Cynara” 
| “Street Scene” and “The Champ,” 
ten best pictures of 1931, 

Parade,” 
over six million dollars, 





for 
both of which were listed among the 




















VIDO 


RKO-Radio production current 





at the 


United Artists. He also directed 


In Variety's recent analysis of aj] time box office records, “The Big 
which Mr. Vidor directed, 


was awarded second place, grossing 





Indies Hi Hat 


Hollywood, Sept. 12. 

After establishing a $1,500 
initiation fee last week Inde- 
pendent Producers association 
has gone further high hat. 

During the week it turned 
down several applications for 
membership, claiming that the 
would-be members are just 
dilly-dallying in films, and 
would detract from the dignity 
of the organization. 
—From ‘Variety's’ 

Bulletin, 


Trans-Lux and RKO 
In Amicable Parting 
After Two-Year Pact 


Whether Major Thcempson, labor 
relations chief at RKO, becomes 


president of the Trans-Lux Movie 
Corp., is not yet decided. Matter 
must first come before the Trans- 
Lux board and so far there is no 
date named as to whon this board 
will meet. Although ‘’-L and RKO 
has split amicably Thompson, 
through RKO courtesy, still func- 
tions as an advisor on Trans-Lux 
theatre operation, while Courtland 
Smith retains the presidency cur- 
rently. The Trans-lux Daylight 
Pictures Corp., recenily reorgan- 
ized its board expanding member- 
ship from 15 to 21 after a stormy 
session that lasted three days. 
Percy N. Furber retains control of 
the company, a3 president and 
chairman of the board. 

Deal by which RKO pulled out. of 
Trans-Lux, after a two year af- 
filiation, was engineered by George 
Schein, Chicago attorney, pre- 
viously the legal rep of Mrs. 
Caroline Kohl, « major RKO stock- 
holder, 


Hollywood 














RKO’s Loss 

RKO is currently writing off its 
$250,000 investment in .Trans-Lux 
as a loss but has conditioned with 
T-L that it receives $150,000 for 
it’s half of T-L. Movie Corp., if the 
latter company realizes a $3,000,- 
000 profit. 

Fuss at the T-L Daylight board 
meeting was caused by A. M. An- 
drews, owner of around 200,000 
shares of stock. Andrews, president 
of A. M. Andrews Investment Corp., 
N. Y., objected to Furber’s direction 
of the company. Ths new board 
does not include Andrews, how- 
ever. 

Complete list of directors elected 
include Percy N. Furber, William 
A. Copeland, Robert L. Daine, 
Leavit J. Hunt, F. E. Kessinger, 
William F. H. Koclsch, Edward 
Wise, Paul C. Schnitzler, H. P.. Far- 


rington, W. E. Snodgrass, G. H. 
Eichelberger, Robert Atkins, Ray 
Hall, Milton Cronkhite, W. T. 


Black, P. E. Furber, A. C. Payne, 
Ellery Mann, J. D. McDevitt, E. 
H. Unkles and George A. Smainis. 


U’S SEARCH PORTENDS 
A WATERFRONT CYCLE 


Hollywood, Sept. 12. 

With Universal seeking a news- 
paperman who has covered the wa- 
terfront, and a studio representa- 
tive talking to several such report- 
ers in San Francisco last week, in- 
dications point to a waterfront cycle 
of pictures. 

Fox is making ‘Pier 13’ and Ed- 
ward Small will produce ‘I Cover 
the Waterfront.’ 


Arthur Mayer West 


Announcement of Lynn Farnol’s 
status at Paramount is expected 
shortly after the arrival in Holly- 
wood of Arthur Mayer who leaves 
this Wednesday (14). 











Mayer makes the trip to the 
Coast for a general publicity ad- 
vertising conference. He is head 


of this department. 


MARCUS VACATIONS 
Lee Marcus leaves this week for 
a vacation in Bermuda. His breach 
with Radio became official Sept. 3. 
Marcus will be away two or three 





weeks, 


Pommer Over for Fox This Winter: 
Report Von Sternberg Ufa Successor 


—_———— —__ -_ 


Sidney R. Kent on his European 
trip met Erich Pommer, Ufa pro< 
ducer, at Karlsbad it has just been 
revealed and engaged him for Fox. 

Pommer’s Ufa contract expires 
Jan. 15, 1933. He will leave Berlin 
early in February and be in Holly< 
wood shortly after to direct Lilian 
Harvey in Noel Coward's ‘Bitter 
Sweet.’ Fox plans a big German 
production schedule for next year, 
it is reported, and for this purpose 
will make use of frozen American 
bank capital of the Chase National 
Bank (so-called stillehalte funds), 
The films will be made in English, 
German and French versions. It is 
likely that Pommer will have charge 
of all this foreign production. 

As Pommer’s assistant and repre- 
sentative, the French producer, 
Ancre Daven, has been engaged, 
Daven supervises the French ver- 
sions of Pommer's Ufa productions, 

Henry Garat, French actor, was 
also engaged by Fox about the same 
time. 





Berlin, Sept. 12. 
Negotiations are reported on be- 
tween Ufa and Josef von Stern- 
berg looking towards his engage- 
ment as the successor of Erich 
Pommer on a forthcoming produc- 
tion of Ufa. 





Paris, Sept. 3. 
Following Sydncy Kent’s trip to 
Paris, Harry Lac’mann is going to 
Hollywood to direct for Fox. 
Lachmann has made pictures in 
French and in lIinglish both here 
and in London. 


POLITICS NOW HOLDING 
‘NIGHT MAYGR’ ON SHELF 


Columbia has okayed national re- 
lease on ‘Night Mayor,’ but is hav- 
ing difficulty gett'ng it on the screen 
in New York and Chicago. Even 
with James J. Walker’s resignation 
as the mayor of New York, there 
is fear of political machinations if 
this cinematic diatribe should offend 
Tammany stron:;aolds. 

The Cermak 1:unicipal regime in 
Chi is believed similarly sympa- 
thetic with the Wigwam's political 
control of New York, hence the 
film’s retarded distribution progress 
there. 

It was slated for the Paramount 
on Broadway Lut on Publix legal 
advice it was held back a month 
ago during the gubernatorial re- 
view of the Scabury findings by 
Gov. Franklin D. Rooseveit. 


Only Regulars Will Get 
Studio Stegger Plan Aid 


Hollywood, Sept. 12. 

Hoover stagger plan of employ- 
ment, to be introduced at studios 
in Octobe~, is being handled to give 
work only to people who have been 
regularly employed during the last 
five years. Professional hangers-on 
will get no consileration. 

Studio executive committee is 
now making a check of persons who 
should be helped, but each studio 
will take care of its own employ- 
ing instead of allowing a central 
group to do so. Each lot has a 
waiting list of former employees 
who can thus be given preference. 


Joining Fairbanks 

Next for Douglas Fairbauks, Sr., 
will be a story based on Chinese 
legends to be shot in China. 

Tom Geraghty, who went on loca- 
tion for ‘Mr. Robinson Crusoe,’ 
leaves for the Orient in about three 
weeks to join Fairbanks. Camera 
crew and sourd staff will follow 
Geraghty by a couple weeks. 


MAYO’S STANWYCK FILM 


Hollywood, Sept. 12. 

Archie Mayo’s next assignment 
for Warners will be Barbara Stan- 
wyck’'s new film, ‘Women in Prison’. 
It’s a yarn written by Dorothy 
Mackaye. 

Mayo is currently 
on loan. 














at Paramount 


SCHNITZER’S ACADEMY POST 


Hollywood, Sept. 12. 
Joseph I. Schnitzer has been ap- 
pointed producer alternate to the 
arbitration committee of the Acad- 
emy of M. P. Arts and Scicnees. 
He fills the vacancy created by the 





death of the late Paul Pern. 
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RKO Oui to Save Another $1,000,000 





Board Mecting to Determine Another Slice 





in Budget—Mark Luescher Out? 


When the RKO board meets this 
Wednesday (14) a report will be 
presented to devise means for an 
additional saving of $1,000,000, in 
overhead expenses, between now 
and Oct. 1. Overhead savings thus 
far have reached above $2,500,000 
since February. 


Some changes in personnel, 
mostly minor, may include, how- 
ever, the dropping from home 
office payrolls of Mark lLuescher. 
Latter, former puviicity chief under 
the Albee regime, however, is cur- 
rently attached to the S. L. Rothafel 
office. 

Inter-company replacements may 
also be effected in order to work 
out additional economy. One of 
these considered is for Nate Blum- 
berg, divisional theatre director in 
New York, to replace Asher Levy 
in charge of Chicago. Plan is 
known to be ready. 

No severe changes generally but 
all calculated to save departmental 
costs along the line. New economy 
plan supersedes one hitherto con- 
sidered which was to slice salaries. 
The latter idea, so far, is out al- 
though there is some talk that execs 
in the higher salary brackets may 
have their pay adjusted again. 

Every department in the theatre 
operating is in some way affected 
by the dropping of personnel, in- 
cluding the booking office where 
Martin Beck will personally handle 
the cutting. 

Letouts take effect as of Saturday 
(10) last and include, among others, 
Arthur Cleary, accountant; Bruce 
Powell, concessionaire chief; two 
engineers in the maintenance de- 
partment and various secretaries in 
New York and in the field. 

Savings through these various 
personnel letouts alone is calculated 
to total $75,000 yearly. 


Hughes, in Red 
With Scarface, 


East Sans Plans 








Hollywood, Sept. 12. 

Hioward Hughes, stating he has 
no immediate production plans, has 
left for Del Monte and New York 
for a three months vacation. Should 
he decide to make pictures again it 
will not be until next year at the 
earliest. 

‘Searface,’ Hughes last picture, 
has vrossed slightly more than 
$300,000 so far, on a production cost 
of $625,000. With only about 20% 
of this country remaining unplayed, 
picture has little chance of getting 
bask its nut. 

Hiughes still has a yen to make 
‘Qucer People,’ which would prob- 
abiy be his first if he resumes pro- 
duction. He also has scripts ready 
on ‘Rivets’ and ‘Zeppelin.’ 

Fiugnes’ activities in pictures over 
a reriod of five years, until the flop 
of Mult'color, had him about break- 
ing even. Multicolor’s failure, and 
the excessive cost of ‘Scarface,’ 
will prebably put him in the red 
weil over $1,000,000. 


a) Back in N. Y. 


Will Hays is slated to arrive in 
New York late this week. 
This last trip has been Hays’ 


longest stay on the Coast in several 
years. 


J. J. RUBENS EAST 


Chicago, Sept. 12. 


J. J. Rubens, head man for Pub- 
lix-Great States, left Sunday (11), 
for New York. 

He will spend a we conferring | 
With Publix home iain €) 


<ecs, 





DeMille’s Record 


Hollywood, Sept. 12. 

Cc. B. DeMille finished ‘Sign of the 
Cross’ on schedule and within his 
budget Saturday night (10). Fin- 
ished in exactly 48 days and within 
his $650,000 limit. 

Marks the first time DeMille has 
ever come in on schedule. 


PUBLIX T0 TRY 
ADV. SHORTS 
AGAIN 


Publix is about to make another 
attempt xt screen advertising 
through a tie-up with the Theatre 
Service Corp. of New York for na- 
tional and local accounts. The 
means will be a one reel short in 
Technicolor and sound carrying a 
maximum six subjects each. Each 
will have a commercial tale to tell, 
no matter how disguised. 

Project, it is believed, will be 
launched Oct. 1. It is said some 
reels are now ready for release. 

Idea by which the circuit hopes 
to swell its receipts is to be made 
available to all of its theatres, with 
each house to try and sell local firms 
space in the reel. Following the 
closing of such a contract by any 
theatre, TSE will take over the: 
technical details of the scenario, 
cameraman, etc. 

It is planned to hold each clip to 
50 feet in length which, with a total 
number of six subjects, will limit 
the ad short to not more than four 
minutes on the screen. It is also 
reported that Publix is specifying 
that house managers are to give this 
reel preferred position. 

Move marks the first effort by 
any of the big film companies to 
revive screen advertising since the 
inception and subsequent ruling out 
of the commercial shorts of which 
Publix was one of the originators. 


NBC Adds Another 
Wkly. 15 Mins. for 
Radio’s Flickers 


Besides the ‘Hollywood on the Air’ 
series (Thursdays), and the serial 
dramatization of Radio Pictures’ 
‘Phantom of Crestwood,’ NBC has 
arranged to give its film producing 
running mate a weekly 15-minute 
plug on each new release as it comes 
along. 

No specific spot on the network's 
schedule assigned for this additional 
bit of ballyhoo. Time of broadcast 
will depend on the open periods 
available and the best station hook- 
up which can be effected for the 
program. 

Scripts for these ether versions 
are being prepared by Radio’s press 
department. Casting and directing 
is being handled by W. S. Rainey of 
the network’s producing staff. 


Nick Schenck West 


Hollywood, Sept. 12. 

N. M. Schenck is expected here 
within the week to confer with Irv- 
ing Thalberg on Metro production 
plans. 

Thalberg was to have gone east, 
but was held here by the suicide of | 
Paul Bern. 




















LEVY TURNS MEGGER | 
12 


London, Sept. 
3enn Levy, author, turns director | 
|for his next B. I. P. picture, ‘The 
Case of Lady Camber.’ 
Gilbert Wakefield is writing the | 
dialog. i 


' 
| 











PICTURES 


SEE DANGER I 


MIOFIT THEATRES 





Expect 2,000 of 6,500 Sum- 
mer Closings to Reopen 
This Fall—Claim Shoe- 
String Exhibs Only Add 
to Industry Problems 





NO CONCESSIONS 





Counting on 2,000 of the summer’s 
€,500 dark theatres relighting be- 
tween now and November, picture 
makcrs and distributors are issu- 
ing a double-edged warning to 
prospective operators. 

Primarily, the distribs say, the 
man relighting a box office should 
have enough capital in the bank to 
figure on a reserve which can carry 
the theatre for at least a month 
without realizing a penny at the box 
office. The distributors see a de- 
cided danger in an artificial situa- 
tion which would be created if re- 
lighting is forced. This is their 
reason for making the inducements 
in the nature of ‘charity accounts’ 
or markedly reduced rentals for 
more boxoffice light. 

Calculating that most of the 
houses closed are in the obsolete 
class, ranging from 400 to 1,000 
seats, distribs feel that encouraging 
theatre activity of this kind may 
result only in hurting established 
theatres which have been able to 
withstand the depression. 

Behind this is also the apprehen- 
sion that shoestring investors, figur- 
ing the theatre the quickest medium 
for return with any clearing of the 
industrial clouds, will try their hand 
at exhibiting and thereby only add 
te. the burdens of the film business. 


Isolated Houses 


Theatres in isolated situations 
will get the best breaks during the 
revival era which distribs, as well 
as exhib chieftains, believe is under 
way. In such competitionless spots, 
where the operator has money on 
the line, there is admitted the likeli- 
hood that distribs will play ball on 
rental considerations. 

Such ‘deals,’ however, will not be 
made until after the important 
situations within any drawing 
radius of the closed house are ter- 
minated. Distribs take the stand 
that steady customers will be given 
first consideration and that nothing 
will be done with relighted houses 
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[Lashy’s Status at Par May Go to 
Court Unless Agreement Is Reached 





RKO Black on Coast 


Los : ied les, Sept. 12. 
Entire Coast division otf RKO 
went into the black last week for 


Houses 
Port- 


the first time in months. 
are those in Seattle, Spokane, 


land, San Francisco, Oakland and 
Los Angeles. 
This is Cliff Work'’s recently 


combined Pacific coast and north- 
west sectors. 


LEO SPITZ, P-P 
V.P., HEADS 
THEATRES 


At the board of directors’ meeting 
of Paramount-Publix due _ today 
(Tuesday), which may be ad- 
journed, however, until later this 
month, it is expected that Leo Spitz 
will be made a vice-president nomin- 
ally in charge of all Publix theatres. 
John Balaban, however, will remain 
the active operator with Sam Dem- 
bow continuing to direct the film 
buying. Sam Katz, as general man- 
ager of P-P, oversees all depart- 
ments. 

Spitz leaves for Chicago this Fri- 
day (16) to clean up his affairs prior 
to headquartering in the New York 
office. 

Spitz was Katz’s personal at- 
torney in Chicago and also acted in 
similar capacity then for B&K. He 
figured in Publix’s Great States and 
Fitzpatrick-McElroy deals, 








As State Chairman 


Los Angeles, Sept. 12. 
Louis B. Mayer will be elected 
chairman of the Republican State 
Committee at a meeting in Sacra- 
mento Sept. 24. 
Mayer has been 
the past two years. 


vice-chairman 








which would hurt the established 
auditoriums. 

Revived theatres which expect to 
chisel on every operation angle 
would do better to remain closed, 
declare exhibitor as well as dis- 
tributor leaders. 





— 








WILLIAM K. HOWARD 
“THE FIRST YEAR’’ 
Fox Film Corporation 








| about Oct. 


| for Hollywood Saturday 
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Los Angeles, Sept. 12. 

Following 19 days of conferences 
between Jesse L. Lasky and Sam 
Katz, for an adjustment of the for- 
mer’s contract with Paramount as 
vice-president in charge of produc- 
tion, no agreement has yet been 
reached regarding an interpretation 
of this agreement. Expectations are 
that at another meeting this 
Wednesday (14), the matter may be 
finally ironed out. 

This hitch has held up all nego- 
tiations on a new deal whereby 
Lasky would produce independently 
for Paramount. 

Lasky has engaged Loyd Wright 
as his attorney to participate in the 
conferences. Report is that if no 
headway be made, Lasky will bring 
suit in local courts for the puropse 
of obtaining an interpretation of his 
agreement with Par. Lasky’s conten- 
tion is believed to be that technically 
he is still vice-president in charge of 
production. This is the main issue, 

New Deal Angles 

It is said that Lasky, in his talks 
with Katz, has maintained that he 
would not subordinate himself to 
any studio head in regard to super- 
vision of his independent produc- 
tions should he make them. It is 
further intimated that in the event 
of any settlement Lasky might cede 
his rights to prospective profits on 
pictures made by Paramount, as 
called for in his contract, providing 
that some arrangements be made 
whereby profits would accrue to him 
in the making of his independently ° 
produced films. 

Lasky, meantime, is continuing 
on his leave of absence from the 
company without his status being 
affected. 

There is no possibility of Lasky 
providing any of the financing for 
any of the pictures he would make 
for Paramount. The deal proposed 
deal for Lasky calls for Paramount 
to do the financing. 

The producing agreement which 
BE. P. Schulberg now has with Par. 
provides that both he and Emanuel 
Cohen, now in charge of the studio, 
agree on all production plans and 
details before any work is started 
on a picture. 


TEST SUIT BY 
EXEC ON CUT 
CONTRACT 


Test case of the cut-contract sit- 
uation in the film industry, where 
the executive has been forced to ace 
cept salary preening against his 
own consent and the terms of his 
contract, is scheduled to be filed 
tomorrow in New York. Salary ar- 
rears allegedly are in excess of 
$2,000. 

During the past few months the 
complaining exec had notified his 
company in writing, that he refused 
all three cuts which his company 
has effected, and claims that these 
messages have been ignored. 

Since early summer ‘his exec has 
reported daily at his office despite 
what he maintains is an obvious 
freezeout and that his organization 
has made this attitude plain. 


Kent’s Quick Trip, 
Then Sails for Europe 








president, left 
(10), to ree 
there until the end of the 

He returns to New York 
1 to sail immediately for 
will launch production 


Sidney Kent, Fox 


month. 


Kurope. He 


plans for Fox in England, France 
and Germany. 

Andre Daven, who will head the 
Fox French production unit, arrived 
in New York Friday (9), morning. 


He makes the western trek and ree 
turn with Kent, 
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State of 306-Empire Operators 
Situation Prompts |. A. Inquiry 


VARIETY 
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Ist Runs on Broadway 


The Operators’ union situation in 
Wew York and the affairs of the (Subject to Change) 
bam Kaplan local, No. 306, have re 


Week Sept. 16 


finally come under the spotlight of Paremount--Night 


of June 


the 1.A.T.S.E., which last week be- 13’ (Par). 
gan executive board meetings to in- ~y eras Hotel’ (Met- 
: sae Tro) (id). 
vestigate conditions. Strand—'Life Begins’ (WB) 
Observing the regulations which (15). 


Mayfair—'Bird of Paradise’ 

(Radio) (2a week). 
Rivoli—‘Love Me 

(Par) (5th week). 


grant local autonomy to unions 
chartered by it, the I. A. maintained 


a hands-off policy until the serious- Tonight 


ness of the Empire operator opposi- Winter Garden—Big City 
lion to 306 became apparent. Blues’ (WRB) (2nd week). 

The I1.A., while conducting an in- Rialto—‘Movie Crazy’ (Par) 
vestigation into 306 and the Greater (14). 
New York situation, is not appre- Roxy — ‘Painted Women’ 
hensive of any final success of the (Fox) (15). 





Empire to wrest the New York 
booths of theatres from 306, among 
its strongest locals, and is taking 
steps to lay snags in Empire’s path. 
Contending that the American Fed- 


Week Sept. 23 
Paramount — ‘Blonde Venus’ 
(Par). 
Capitol—‘Grand Hotel’ (Met- 
ro) (2d week), 


eration of Labor does not recognize Strand—‘Life Begins’ (WB) 
the Empire, since latter was state (2a week). *- 

chartered, I.A. has virtually issued Rivoli — ‘Robinson Crusoe’ 
a .road cal] against all houses em- (UA) (21). 

ploying Empire men. This will make Winter Garden — ‘Tiger 
it impossible for union stage hands Shark’. (WB). (22). P 

er musicians to work in any Empire Rialto—Movie Crazy’ (Par) 
theatres should stage policies so re- (2d week). 7 | 

quire. Other affiliated AFL unions $2 Pictures 

are also supposedly under this I.A. ‘Strange Interlude’ (Metro) 


vkase, (Astor) (3d week). 


No Charges ‘Maedchen im Uniform’ (Ger- 


The 1.A. is examining Kaplan and man) (Criterion) (19). 
officials of 306, with the operator © Pei Fil 
union indicating that the IA. may sg it oe rid 
scrutinize all accounts, records, etc. ‘Cruiser Emden’ (Emeika) 
Whether there has been malfea- || (German) (Hindenberg) (2d 

. > ° week). 

sance in office under Kaplan’s re- evan” desk unt he 
gime, whether Kaplan employs non- Schlag’ (Ufa) (German) (Little 
union help in his film supply house, Carnegie) (24 week). 














BSS 


PAUL L. STEIN 


Director of 
Box Office Successes 








RELEASE DATE 
CHANGES JUMP 


Constantly changing release dates 
is giving the chains more than the 
usual amount of trouble. It’s among 
new problems which the booker- 
buyers are afraid they will have to 
combat throughout the = present 
(1932-’33) season. 

There have been more changes in 
release dates lately by distributors 
than ever before, say film buyers. 

Their explanation is that the stu- 
dios are trying to be sure that 
everything is right before turning 
a picture loose these days. It puts 











whether the permit system is proper, 
and whether heavy assessment of 
306 members is justified, are author- 
itatively said to be under investiga- 
tion by the LA. Pending completion 
of tae probe there are no direct 
charges. 





Saturday, repairs being immediately 
made. 
Loew's is investigating all phases 
of the union situation which may 
have brought about the bombing. 
The circuit employs 306 men under 
a contract having until next Sep- 
tember to go. From the first, 
Empire has been picketing Loew 
neighborhood houses with the cir- 
cuit, which has no quarrel whatever 
with unions, in the middle of the 
two scrapping factions. 
Cc. C. Moskowitz has made 
(Continued on page 46) 


306 Contentions 

It is contended by 306 that if mal- 
foesanco should exist, which is de- 
nied, and the I. A. has proof, it can 
take expulsion action against Kap- 
jan or others, but on other men- 
tioned counts’ it is contended T. ‘A. 
does not have jurisdiction except in 
an informative investigative way. 

Kaplan ts claimed as having proof 
he employs union men in his supply 
shop, and presented proof of that 
at the recent Coiumbus, O. conven- 
tion. So far as 306 membership 
assessments, expenditures of the 
wn-on, and the use of the permit 
rysiem, are concerned these policies 
were not decided by Kaplan and 
officiais, but by a majority vote of 


sev- 





‘HOTEL’. FOR McVICKER’S 
Chicago, Sept. 12. 
‘Grand Hote ‘will open at Mc- 
Vickers’ about Oct. 15, following 
| ‘Love Me Tonight.’ 
‘Hotel’ did 14.-weeks at $1.50 
the Woods early in the summer. 


in 


the bookers in a spot but they have 
no recourse. 

Paramount’s yanking of ‘Blonde 
Venus,’ after it had been booked 
into most all key Publix situations 
on pre-release, week of Sept. 16, is 
a case in point. Picture is under- 
going remakes and added scenes. 

With ‘Venus’ off the books until 
an indefinite date, Publix had to go 
to Universal for ‘Okay America’ for 
the Paramount, N. Y., last Friday 
(9). For other keys on Sept. 16, 
Publix has ‘Night of June’ (Par) 
rushed through from the Coast. 
‘Venus’ was to -have played New 
York two weeks, going into other 
Publix situations. concurrent with 
|! the Broadway holdover week. 
Believing that its studio is going 





in more exiensively for remaxes or 
adding new footage whenever 
| there’s a doubt, Publix is offering 
no guarantee that release dates on 
{its own (Par) product will not be 
j held up this season. 
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weekly ‘Variety.’ 


department. 


Briefly rewritten extracts from ‘Variety’s’ Hollywood Bulletin, printed 
each Friday in Hollywood, and placed as a wrapper upon the regular 


The Bulletin does not circulate other than on the Pacific Slope. 
News from the Dailies in Los Angeles will be found in that customary 





Morris Adapting Own 
F. Brewster Morris sold ‘Roar of 
the Jungle,’ his original to Freuler 


Film Associates and will also 
adapt and dialog. 
Flood at Par 


James Flood has a Paramount 





directing contract, set by Edward 
Small office. First assignment 
‘Under Cover,’ featuring George 
Raft. 

Mary Carlisle borrowed from 
Metro by George Weeks for ‘Her 
Mad Night.’ Conway Tearle and 


Irene Rich split the billing with her. 
E. Mason Hopper directing. 
start ‘Uptown New 


KBS will 


M-G Script Buys 

Metro has closed for ‘I Love An 
Angel’, Hungarian play for which 
Paramount and Peggy Fears have 
been bidding. Miss Fears is after 
the American stage rights. 

Metro also picked up another 
foreign property in ‘Night Flight,’ 
a current French novel by St. 
Exupery. Borry Osso agented poth 
deals. 


WALKER’S MPTOA RETURN 


Frank Walker returns to the Mo- 
tion Picture Theatre Owners’ Asso- 
ciation as its attorney immediately 
after Election Day. 

Walker resigned several weeks 
ago to devote the greater part of his 
time to his job as treasurer of the 
National Democratic Committee. 


L. A. to N. Y. 


Tom Reed. 

Sam Briskin. 
Lew Golder. 
Chas. Mentz. 
Nat Goldstone. 
Fanchon Royer. 
Jack Gallagher. 
Howard Hughes. 
Jimmy Durante, 
S. L. Rothafel. 
Chas. Payne. 
Edward G. Robinson. 
Sue Carol. 

Nick Stuart. 
Sid Skolsky, 


N. Y. to L. A. 


Jos. M. Schenck. 
Joe Moskowitz. 
S. R. Kent. 
Andre Daven. 

















Joe Toplitzky. 








the 306 body. Overruling on such 
matters by the IA. could occur only, 
it is contended, if illegal or malfea- 
gance existed. 

At 1A. headquarters it is stated 
that the executive board meeting 
was called not only to go into the 
New York situation, but to con- 
sider general problems of the éntire 
country facing unions. 

. Struggle Continues 

While its investigation is under 
way, the struggle between 306 and 
Empire grows more tense. Each is 
picketing the other, with chains af- 
fected, notably Loew, most of whose 
theatres are being picketed by Em- 
pire. Reports that the chains, all 
cf which use 306 operators, are 
piqued over the operation by 306 of 
open-xir theatres as a means of 
making it tough fer Empire-manned 
indie houses, are doubted ‘by. 306, 
though it is said the ‘circuits ap- 
pealed to the T.A. 

The Kaplan union will go ahead 
with open-air houses at 10 and: 15c 
as well as free shows. Operating 
one in Manhattan, two in the Bronx 
and three in Brooklyn, 306 points 
out that in none of the sections 
invaded are the shows close enough 
to a chain house to hurt. Nearest 
distance of any 306-booth-operated | 
theatre to one of the Kaplan open- 
air or tree shows is 10 blocks. 

As cold weather approaches, 306 
plans putting roofs up, probably 
around Nov. 1. By that date addi- | 
tional free theatres, it is proposed, | 
will be operating against the Cen- | 

tury circuit in Brooklyn. 1 

While damage, according to/| 
Loew's, was not great, the gravity 
of the present 306-Empire rivalry 
tor control of New York booths, is 
suggested by the bombing Friday 
night (9) of Loew’s 46th Street. 
Brooklyn, and the Ludlow on the 
jJower East Side. 

Following immediate 
by the Fire Dept 
were ‘ 
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And Hie Violin 
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Chasc & Sanborn Hour 








Paramount- Publix 
New York Theatres 
Sth Year 


York’ next week with Victor 
Schertzinger directing. Warren 
Duff adapting from the Vina Del« 


mar short story. 


Lackey Vice Burr 
William Lackey replaces C. G@ 
surr as producer for Monogram re-« 

lease with two more to be made, 
Trem Carr negotiating with Fifi 
Dorseay to star in three for Mono- 
gram. 

Bancroft Accused 


Clyde Flannigan, clarinetist at” 
B. B. B.’s cellar, suing George Ban« 





croft for $85. Says actor broke 
his instrument. 
Hays East 
Will Hays goes to New . York 


Wednesday (15) after being here 


since June 1, 


Contract of.Charles Behan, U's 
New York story editor, renewed for 
a year. 


Ben Holmes writing an original 
for Walter Catlett which Radio will 
produce. 





John L. Clark, western division 
manager, and Herman Wobber, in 
charge of special sales, left here by 
plane for Oklahoma City and New 
York on a tour of Paramount exe 
changes. 


J. J. Milstein, Metro exchange 
manager, left fer New York by 
plane to consult with home. office 
officials on new Fox-West Coast 
product deal. 


Archie Marshek promoted from 
film editor to assistant supervisor 
to Merion C. Cooper at Radio. 

Leo Morrison’s. Superior court 
suit against. Spencer Tracy*for 
$7,500 in commissions settled out 
of court. 








Paramount theatre sued for $2,000 
by Russel Plummer, dancer, whose 
ankle was broken while working 
here. ‘, 


Gary Cooper back at Paramount 
for ‘Farewell to Arms’ after nursing. 
a bad knee at home for three days. 


David Manners and Edward Van 
Sloan added to Universal’s 
‘Imhotep.’ : 


Option of Harriet Hageman at 
Radio not taken'’up. Played in one 
picture, ‘Thirteen; Women.’ 


Irving Aaronson’s band in Colum« 
bia’s ‘Plain Clothes Man.’ 


Kahn Dialogs Shorts 
Four two-réeel travel pictures 
made in Ceylon, India, for Conti- 
nental Pictures are being dialoged 
by Gordon Kahn, 


Col’s Undersea Tale 
‘Bottom of the Sea,’ under water 
story, has been bought by Colum- 
bia. Robert Riskin and Keene 
Thompson on the script. 


Margaret Fitzpatrick, Panther 
girl contest winner from Birming- 
ham, Ala., will be. renamed Gail 
Patrick by Paramount. 


Colman in ‘Masquerader’ 
‘The Masquerader,’ Ronald Col- 
man’s next’ for Sam Goldwyn, will 
be directed by King Vidor. Wil- 
liam Anthony McGuire is adapting. 


Retakes on ‘Troubles’ 
Returning from their European 
vacation, Laurel and Hardy started 
off by making retakes on ‘Pack Up 
Your Troubles,’. Roach feature. 
Film will be released this month. 


Wax Political Blurbs 
Associated ‘Broadcasting Come- 
pany, with Pasadena money back 
of it, is headquartering at Tec-Art, 
with plans to wax political drivel., 





Inactive Three Weeks 
World Wide will be inactive three 
weeks, and then start Edwin Ca- 
rewe’s ‘Tarnished Youth’ and Bennie 
Ziedman’s ‘Alimony Racket.’ 


Fulton Story Rewrite 
Maude Fulton has been recalled 
by Fox to rewrite her story, ‘Broad- 
way Bad,’ halted three weeks ago, 
Lachman Arriving 

Lachman arrives here 
Thursday (15) from England with 
a contract to direct at Fox. He 
has been a director for British In- 
ternational, 





Harry 


Bailey, Wuerz Shift 
Reopening of the Hillstreet this 
month is causing RKO to bring 





(Continued on page 44) 
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UNION DEALS 
NOT SO TOUGH 


with labor unions in 
many parts of the country where 
contracts expired Aug. 31, are not 
as serious nor in as great a number 
as anticipated by the theatre chains. 
In the majority of instances where 
new contracts have been or are be- 
ing negotiated, chains have found 
locals very coopefative according to 
Sam Dembow, chairman of the cir- 
cuit labor committee. 

Dembow has instructed labor men 
and managers in Publix to take into 
account the cooperative attitude of 
most unions as lately evidenced and 
to avoid any strained relations. Mu- 
sicians’ trouble in Newark, operator 
difficulties in Youngstown and de- 
mand for higher scale in Miami 
which has forced Publix to close 
five houses there, and one or two 
other spots, are the only one ap- 
proaching seriousness. 

W. E. Paschall, who took over op- 
eration of the Publix-Dent houses 
in Texas, is experiencing trouble 
through turning houses non-union. 
Bombing last week resulted from 
this move in Tyler, with two houses 
damaged and five patrons injured. 
In Waco, the operato:s are also try- 
ing to give Paschall a mean fight. 

A committee of chain labor men, 
including Harry Sherman (Publix), 
Major L. E. Thompson (RKO), and 
Willard Patterson (WB), left Sat- 
urday (10), for Youngstown, in an 
attempt to straighten out difficulties 
there with operators. William El- 
liott, IATSE president, is assisting 
toward a settlement there. 

In the majority of instances where 
negotiations for new contracts were 
not completed on expiration of the 
old, the men are continuing to work 
in the theatres. When a settlement 
is reached, scale will become retro- 
active, it is agreed. 


Leniency Petitions Being 
Circulated for Horwitz 


Houston, Sept. 12. 

Fighting to keep him out of 
prison, friends of Will Horwitz, exhib, 
are circulating petitions requesting 
the court to suspend an 18 months’ 
sentence assessed recently for viola- 
tion of federal lottery laws through 
his radio. station across the Mexican 
border. 

Petition’s appeal principally on 
the grounds of Horwitz’s extensive 
charity program here during the 
past year. Estimated that dt-ing 
1931 his free soup kitchen fed at 
least 100,000 people and currently 
is taking care of 325 daily. Defrays 
all costs. 


‘Crusoe,’ ‘Night’ and 
‘Rain’ for N. Y. Rivoli 


United Artists will assume ope- 
ration of the Rivoli, New York, Sept. 
21, tentative date for premier of ‘Mr. 
Robinson Crusoe.’ UA plans to fol- 
low this up with ‘Magic Night’ and 
then ‘Rain.’ Eddie Cantor's ‘Kid 
from Spain’ is then probable. 

John Wright, brother-in-law of 
Harry D. Buckley, v.p. of UA, re- 
mains as manager of the Rivoli. 
Slated to come in as publicity-ad 
director is Bob Long, UA exploiteer 
in the field. 

Ralph Stitt gave up the Riv pub- 
licity post Saturday (10), leaving 
for Chicago and B. & K. to handle 
the Chicago and McVicker’s. 


Charged with Assault 


New Haven, Sept. 12. 

Alfred C. Bartell being held here 
in $5,000 bond for alleged assault 
on Louis M. Sagal. Latter had re- 
fused to interview Bartell in regard 
to proposed business deal. 

For a number of years Sagal was 
general manager of the S. Z. Poli 
theatrical interests and until that 
circuit was taken over by Fox. 


FRISCO CONCESSION 
San Francisco, Sept. 12. 
Stagehands’ union granted a con- 
cession to RKO for the Golden Gate 
by eliminating assistant prop man 


Difficulties 














and putting electricians on _ split 
shift. 
Cut went into effect Friday (9). 





BONUS ARMY FILM 


Ed Hurley, itinerant publicity and 


production man, is throwing to- 
gether a film based on the bonus 
army. 

It will be called ‘Spirit of °32’ and 


is being made on Powers’ Cinephone 


Gruesome Tar Stays on 
Col’s erry-Go-Round’ | 


Hollywood, Sept. 12. 

Harry Cohn claims that Colum- | 
bia’s ‘Washington Merry-Go-Round’ | 
will not be softened for the screen. | 
Studio grew leery of the feature’s | 
ending, body of a lynched politician 
being thrown on the Capitol steps. 
A new and milder ending was made 
but has been discarded. 


Publix «Asks for 


Receivership of 
Dubinsky String 


City, Sept. 12. 
Alleging violation of contracts 
anc the failure to meet some $200,- 
000 wast due obligations, Para- 
mount-Publix Corp., asked for a 
receiver for Publix-Dubinsky Broth- 
ers Theatres, Inc., which has gen- 
eral offices here. 


It was filed last Thursday 
Judge Brown, of circuit court, 
pointing Cornelius Roach, 
with fixed bond at $50,000. 

Fdward Dubinsky, general man- 
ager of Publix-Dubinsky, stated 
that he had not been advised of 
the action and a restraining order, 
prohibiting transfer of funds and 
property, remains in effect until 
Sept. 20 when a hearing is set. 

Petition for the receivership 
naraes as defendants the Publix- 
Dubinsky organization, Edward 
Dubinsky, Irwin Dubinsky, and 
Barney Dubinsky. Edward Dubin- 
sky, general munager, is charged 
with mismanagement. 

Involved in the suit are 22 the- 
atres in Kansas City, Joplin, St. Jo- 
seph, Fulton, Jefferson City, 
Springfield Mo., and Leavenworth, 
Kans. 

Organization was founded last 
yeiur with eight Publix theatres 
and 14 Dubinsky houses. The eight 
Publix theatres, and the annual 
rental P-D was to pay for them, 
are. Newman, Kansas City, $108,- 
000; Royal, Kansas City, $29,844; 
Electric, Kansas City, Kans., $44,- 
268; Paramount, Joplin, $41,926; 
Paramount, Springfield, $42,888; 
Missouri, St. Joseph, $40,000. 

Petition states that Edward Du- 
binsky failed to assign control of 
the 14 theatres to the new corpora- 
tion and that he has threatened to 
withdraw his houses from the 
group; also that the new corpora- 
tion owes plaintiff approximately 
$200,C00 past due. Also asserted is 
thac Dubinsky has paid $60,600 on 
the $100,000 loan from assets of the 
corpcration, and that he has reim- 
bursed himself from assets of the 
company contrary to the contract. 
It is further charged that he had 
preferred himself as a_ creditor, 
paying rentals on the 14 theatres 
controlled by him. 

Friction between Publix and the 
Dubinskys had been reported, but 
it was believed that efforts being 
made tc patch the differences would 
be successful, ~ 


Tilt in Scale Forced 
For Ist Run Rating 


Pittsburgh, Sept. 12. 

Product werries of Fulton, Shea- 
Fiyde first-run site downtown, will 
end next week when house tilts its 
scale from two bits to 40c. 

Due to complaints of nabe houses 
and indie exhibitors on the out- 
skirts, major exchanges have been 
passing up the Fulton all summer, 
claiming their admission price, in 
some cases lower than that of sec- 
ondary runs, didn’t entitle them to 
first-runs and protection. As a re- 
sult, house has been forced to get 
along for the greater part of the 
summer with independent pictures. 

First under resumption of the old 
policy wil! be Fox's ‘Down to Earth,’ 





Kansas 


(8), 
ap- 
receiver, 














equipment in New York. 


opening Sept. 22. 





CORCORAN ON ‘CRAZY’ 


Harold Lloyd Corp. is putting 
man of its own on the 
publicity campaign for the run of} 
‘Movie Crazy’ in New York. Eddie 
Corcoran, formerly with Paramount, | 
has been obtained by Les Whelan 
Lloyd representative at the h. 

Corcoran will work with 


oO. 
Lou | 


Smith (Publix) at the Rialto where | by Paul L. Stein for WORLD WIDE PRODUCTIONS. 


the picture will probably open Sept. 
o2. 





f 
> * 
Yesterday’s Prices | 
--—— } 
Net 
Sales. High. Low. Last.chge. 
809 Am Seat. 3% 3 3 -%* 
500 Col. Pict... 12 il 1l —Il1% 
100 Cons F 3 3 3 
800 Con. F. pf. 7 oy G&— % 
5.900 East. K... 58% 53 54%—4 
7OO Fox .....-. 5 4s 4M , | 
12,300 Loew ..... 86% 34 35 1% | 
400 Loew pf... 80 794 80 + % | 
200 M-G-M pf. 21 21 21 | 
50 Orph. pf.. 18% 138% 134%— % | 
19,500 Par-Pub .. 7™ 6% 6%—% 
1,800 Pathe 1% 1 1 | 
1,600 Pathe pf.. 4% 3% 3% — % 
45.600 RCA ....-. 12 %% 1044 —1% 
1.308 BREO .eces 7% 6 6% —1 
300 Shub . 1% 1 1 — & 
16.300 W. B.... 4, 3% 4 <-— 2 
BONDS | 
$9,000 Gen. Thr 4% 4% 44%-—1% 
8,000 Keith . 44 44 44 —1 
5,000 Loew ..... 85% 85% 85%— % 
3,000 Par-F 38% 38% 38% —2 
25,000 Par-P .... 36% 35 335 —1 
1,000 RKO deb.. 94% 94% 2% —534% 
1,099 Shub ..... 4°, 4'0 4'¢ —1% 
<<  » ee eee 37% 35 35 —2 
CURB 
900 Tech. 4% 3% 3% —% 
500 Trans-L .. 38 2% 2%-— 











GOV. OF CONN. WRITES 
ARTHUR ON “EXCLUSIVES 


Hartford, Sept. 12. 
Following representations against 
exclusive film sales policies made 
to him by a delegation of the Con- 
necticut MPTOA, Gov. Cross, of thar 
state, has written that the situation 
there seemingly ‘calls for legislation 
of some kind, perhaps an adjusted 
further tax on exclusive showings.’ 

Letter is to Harry Arthur at 
whom the MPTOA complaints were 
aimed. Arthur’s theatres have con- 
tracted for exclusive Fox and Meiro 
product in three towns—Bridgeport, 
Waterbury and New Haven. 

In a written reply to the gov- 
ernor, Arthur has called attention 
to the opinion that any such legis- 
lation would be unconstitutional and 
be classed as ‘class legislation.’ 


Mgr. Delivered Home by 
Thugs After Robbery 


Los Angeles, Sept. 12. 

Spencer Leve, manager of the 
Ritz theatre, was stopped by two 
burglars at his home early Sunday 
morning. (11), and forced to give up 
the combination to the theatre safe. 
Burglars then bound and trussed 
Leve and his wife and went off to 
the theatre, only to return when 
they found the combination wrong. 
They then took Leve with them and 
forced him to open the safe. 

Burglars got away with $950 but 
took Leve home before driving off 
and bound him up again. Police 
were notified five hours later. 








Asch on Radio’s ‘Ace’ 
Hollywood, Sept. 12. 
Nathan Asch, recently off Para- 
mount’s writing staff, has been en- 
gaged by Radio, 
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VARIETY 


Market Breaks Wide on Volume: 
Low Priced Amusements Slide Df; 


Late Covering Brings Fair Rally 





53 Par Writers 


Sept. 
staff 


12 
cur- 


Hollywood, 

Paramount's writing 

rently carries 53 names. 

It’s the biggest scrivbling staff at 
this studio in two years. 


Exhibs Demand 


A Showdown on 
Contempt Probe 


Los Angeles, Sept. 12. 
Failure of a special investigator 
of the U. S. attorney-general’s of- 
fice in Washington to arrive here 
Friday (9) has some indie exhibs 
worried who want action. Investi- 
gation was to begin a federal in- 








quiry into alleged contempt of 
court charges pveferred ty the In- 
dependent theatre Owners of 
Southera Ccliiornia against Fox 


West Coast and distributor signa- 
tors to the 1929 consent decree. 

Exhibs’ agitation is over the long 
delay in starting the investigation. 
They have demanded that their lo- 
eal attorney, Major Frank L. Hut- 
ton, appear before the board of di- 
rectors of the organization today 
(Monday) to explain why no definite 
steps are under way toward secur- 
ing booking and zoning relief. 

A federal emissary is known to be 
on his way here and is now ex- 
pected .to arrive early this week. 
On arrival, he is expected to confer 
immediately with U. S. District At- 
torney McNabb and Hutton regard- 
ing the affidavits taken to Wash- 
ington two weeks ago by the indie 
attorney and submitted to Attorney- 
General Mitchell at the latter's re- 
quest. 

Meanwhile, officers of the indie 
organization are continuing to ad- 
vise their members that it would be 
a good policy to close their houses 
where evidence is had that unfair 
booking tactics are being used by 
distributors or product is being 
withheld. Indie execs contend this 
action, if forced, would pave the 
way for heavy damage suits and 
would afford additional evidence of 
violations of the Sherman anti- 
trust law. 
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MAE CLARK 


Under management of Leo Morrison: was one year with Fox, 


ing as feminine lead in ‘Big Time,’ 
Fall Guy’ and ‘The Dancers.’ 
Played in ‘Front Page,’ 
by Universal for 
‘Impatient Maiden,’ 
Girls’ and 


‘Frankenstein,’ 
Columbia for ‘Three Wise 


‘Nix on Dames,’ 


and starred in 
‘Waterloo 
and 


appear- 


‘Men on Call,’ ‘The 


By Al Greason 


Yesterday’s market went into a@ 
wide open break on volume ina ses- 
sion that had many of the ear- 
marks of an old-fashioned shake- 
out. From a steady opening, all 
leading shares sold off in increasing 
volume until the last half hour, 
when a covering movement brought 


on a rally of fair proportions. Even 
with that, however, the close left 
practically all pivotal stocks off 


more than a point and many spec- 
ulative mediums down as much ag 
4. Turnover was 
shares. 

The low priced amusements like 
RKO, Warners and Par got the full 


cliques that have been trying to at- 
tract a following. 
shares selling just over 
as much as a full point, 
markdown on price ratio. 


until around noon, 
taken with a show of confidence at 


of the second hour, it gave way 
with the rest, sinking to 34, low on 


vious resistance point around 34%, 
onds also were lower, although 
the losses here were 
able compared to share declines and 
trading was much quieter. 
wark-down was in the RKO deben- 
tures, off around 5, as was to be 
expected in view of its sensational 
gain of about 20 points last week, 
‘Dope’ on the street. was that in 


new bull market would probably 
let it drift lower as a matter of 
tactics, in order to put it in a posi- 
tion for another October rise that 


around 4,000,000 


force of nervous liquidation, prob- ’ 
ably mixed with the retreat of the ‘ 


Some of the' 
$5 dropped - 
a drastic 


Loew's tried to resist the break ' 
Offerings were 


and above 35, but when the decline ° 
gathered speed just after the end ' 


the movement and below the pre- 


inconsider- 


Widest . 


all probability the sponsors of the . 


would be useful on the eve of elece- ; 


tion. 

Cotton broke badly yesterday, be- 
ing off $2.50 a bale at one time. 
Wheat generally was about 2 cents 
a bushel lower. 
showed similar reactions. 

Amusements Hold Own 


turnaround of last July, the amuse- 
ment stocks 
front. 


‘ 


Other commodities. 
In a week marked by the first, 
touch of real uncertainty since the, 


presented a _ steady - 
Influences were rather mixed. ' 


Theatre attendance did fairly well: 


over the country and in New York, 


ing pictures. 

Loew declared its regular dividend. 
of 75 cents, as expected, develop- 
ment that was amply forecast in the 
performance of the stock; Para- 
mount made good the sinking fund 
requirements on its older 6% bonds 


bank as trustee $800,000 face value 
of the issue. These things were in 
the normal course of business and 
would not occasion comment in | 
ordinary times, but after the ham-— 
mering the picture stocks have 
taken in the last 12 months, they 
call for recording as constructive 
items. 

Paramount perhaps responded less. 
to bullish promotion, probably be- 
cause it has to take a high jump. 
in the near futyre in the publication 
of its half-year statement which is 
expected to show net loss of major’ 
proportions. One estimate puts it’ 
around $7,000,000. 
cumstances it was favorable ery? 
the issue about held its own. 

Warners was given the needle: 

(Co~tinued on page 23) 


N. J. Musicians Cut 


Settlement with the musicians 
Hudson County has been made 
figures reduced from last year’s. 
the smaller vaude houses, such as 
the Fabian, Hoboken, in place of 
nine men total at $90 each, with the 
leader getting $130, there will be 
five men at $70 with the leader at 
$93.50. 

In the larger presentation houses 
there will be a minimum of 12 men 
at $75, with the leader receiving 
$95. Former terms were 19 men at’ 
$80, with the leader paid $110, 





in, 
at. 
In 





HITCHCOCK FOR RKO, ST. L. 


Eddie Hitchcock, accompanied by 





‘Good Bad Girl’ for Columbia. | 
sridze,’ feckless Living 
‘Night World’ and borrowed by 
‘Final Edition.’ 


Just completed ‘Breach of Promise’ opposite Chester Morris, directed 
Now a free-lance artist. Originally appeared in New York Musical 
Comedies, Drama and Vaudeville. i 


| cial 


Mrs. Hitchcock, left yesterday 
(Monday), for St. Louis, to assume 
charge of publicity and advertising 


lin that key for RKO. 


liitchcock just finished up a spee 
assignment for Harry Arthup 
in New England on pub-ad and 
union matters. 


by delivering to the Chase National ' 


Under the cir-' 


although there was no special spur : 
to attract theatregoers in outstand- - 
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Rain Has $8200 L. A. Premiere; 
3 Linger with 2-Week Totals for 
Tonight’ $42,500—Event’ $28,300 








oe 

Los Angeles, Sept. 12. 
Reopening of the Chinese with | 
$8,200 for the premiere ($5.50) of 


‘Rain’ makes it looks as though the 
picture, on its initial week, will 
cun away with the town. 

On first three days $15,100, with | 
take for Saturday (10) 


mae ' i aia ia successive week. Of late there has 

Pn ses hav oldovers -|- ‘ 

iaiee’ with, “Love Me Tonicht,’ at | been a tumble in lower floor biz, 

the Paramount, showing the most but the slack from this source has 

encouraging patronage. ‘Blessed |j,een more than’ overcome by in- 

~ovag: ed rate sneer 5 run- | creased sale of the cheaper priced 

ef Paradise,’ at the Orpheum, is do- | balcony seats. 

ing big on the extension. RKO started operation of the 
‘Speak Easily’ seems okay at/Grand, former home of Erlanger 


the State on its six-day stay, house} jecjt 
ri i » “-sdav 5 ‘ ay | ‘ 
Sees Spureday (15) to one Say This theatre takes the place of the 


earlier openings. Pantages, on final 


week of its present policy, didn’t get | Strand, which | 
-veral months, in RKO’s downtown | 


icture has played all around the| epain. 


much with ‘Horse Feathers’ as the | s« 


ouse after its two weeks at the 
Paramount. 
Estimates for This Week 
Chinese (Fox) (2,028; 55-$1.65)— 
fain’ (UA) and stage show (lst 
week). Great preliminary campaign 
with public taking up two-thirds of 
the premiere seats at $5.50. An 
$8,200 opening and looks good. 
Criterion (Fox) (1,600; 25-65)— 
Igloo’ (U) (2d-final week). Six- 
flay finale was $3,200, house passing 
bo new management and grind pol- 


Downtown (WB) (1,800; 25-70)— 
‘Two Against World’ (WB) and 


vaude, Cutting no big capers here. 
Stage show quantity will help 
toward around $8,200. Last week 


‘Big City Blues’ (WB) way off at 
$7,000. 
Hollywood (WB) (2,756; 25-75)— 


‘Blessed Event’ (WB)  (2d-final 
week). Holdover week maybe 
around $11,500, all right. First 


week was $16,800. 

Orpheum (2,270; 25-55)—Bird of 
Paradise’ (Radio) (2d-final week). 
Second lap big $8,000. First week 
couple of grand below expectations 
at $11,400. 


for parks are b. o. 


topping | sx 
‘Strange Interlude’ its first Sat. by | -ross shows neat advance for third 


iSth Guest’ 
Rita’ 
breaks into run of Fanchon & Mar- 
co units and is acclaimed as ‘$6.60 
show at pop prices; 
minutes of gorgeous glamour; 
key. scenes; 
indicates $27,500, 
with recent take by Mills Brothers, 
which was best week for house in 
past year. 
Fell’ (Fox) and F-M ‘World’s Fair- 
est’ idea, extraed with Ted Healy, 
got a fair $20,000. 


Robinson Crusoe’ (UA). 
drawing $15,500, 
heavy juve trade. 
+o Earth’ (Fox) fetched $13,000, 


13th Guest’ Plus ‘Rita’ 


Tab, Big $27,500, Cincy 


Cincinnati, Sept. 12. 
Cool weather and close of season 
aids for leading 
‘reen emporiums, whose combined 


attractions, Saturday (10). 


Mills Bros. Help ‘War 
Corr’d't,’ $15,000, Big 


New Haven, Sept. 12. 
Paramount should top the town 
this week, with attendance credited 
to break-in of Gus Edwards’ ‘School 
Days’ unit plus Mills Bros. personals 


Weather Break Is B. 0. Break for 7 
Philly: Boyd, $20,000; Earle, 18 ’s 





rather than the film. 

Roger Sherman cuts to 45c plus 
tax in wake of recent Par and Poli 
drop. Par reports increased biz 
since price slash, 

Paramount drops Sunday policy 
of previewing incoming film on 





double feature bill and fills in with 
preceding week’s picture. 
Estimates for This Week 
Paramount (Publix) (2,353; 40-60) 
— War Correspondent’ (Col), 
and Mills Bros. in person. Terrific 
$15,000. Last week ‘Love Me To- 
night’ (Par) and unit, $14,000, tre- 


mendous. 

Poli (Arthur) (3,040; 35-50.— 
‘Down to Earth’ (Fox) and ‘Night 
Club Lady’ (Col). Should pick up 


an okay $7,000 to equal last week’s 


grade, 
and thus proving still further that 
unit | comedy is what they want in these 
times. 


features to catch up 
and is doing only fair, despite past 
success of twin bills here. 
houses are also continuing on the up 
and up. 


Will Rogers’ $13,000 


About Cleans Out B’ham 


Birmingham, Sept. 12. 
Business continues on the up- 
‘Down to Earth’ is going up 


Ritz this week is playing double 
on bookings 


Other 


‘Bird of Paradise’ (RKO) and ‘Di- Estimates for This Week 

vorce in Family’ (M-G). Alabama (Publix) (2,800; 25-35- 
Roger Sherman (WB) (2,200; 35- | 55)—‘Down to Earth’ (Fox). Dandy 

50)—‘Bring "Em Back Alive’ (RKO)./| $13,000 in view. Last week ‘Love 


Held to moderate $4,500 by compe- 


Me Tonight’ (Par) good at $10,000. 


tition. ‘Unholy Love,’ originally set Ritz (RKO) (1,600; 25-40)—‘Age 
to double feature this bill, replaced! ,4¢ Consent’ PP OS pe ‘Holly - 
by shorts. Last week ‘Doctor X’| wood Speaks’ (Col). Two mild pro- 


(FN) and ‘Big City Blues (WB) got 
same figure. 





has been dark for 


Ace draw this week is condensed 


‘Rio Rita’ on Albee stage. with ‘Mr. 
Robinson Crusoe’ as the top pull in 


the straight flicker stands. 


Estimates for This Week 
Albee (RIO) (3,300; 35-80)—‘The 
(Standard) and ‘Rio 


on the boards. Stage lineup 


90 
six 


350 costumes.’ Early rush 
neck and neck 


80 people; 


Last week ‘Passport to 


Palace (RKO) (2,600; 30-55)—‘Mr. 
Fairbanks 
very good, with 
Last week ‘Down 


Lyric (RKO) (1,285; 30-55)—‘Age 


of Consent’ (RKO). Another college 
love yarn and no names. 
$9.500, fair. 
adise’ (RKO) drew a hefty $11,000 
for its second week. 


May reach 
Last week ‘Bird of Par- 


Pantases (Fox) (2,700; 25-90)— Capitol (RKO) (2,200; 30-55)— 
‘Doctor X’ (FN). Mystery melo- 


‘Horse Feathers’ (Par) and stage 
show. When they play them around 
before this house gets them it’s just 
too bad; $6,500 here. House goes 
fark Wednesday (14). Last week 
Bring "Em Back Alive’ (Radio) did 
fairly, $6,850. 

Paramount (Publix) (3,595; 35- 
$1.10) —‘Love Me Tonight’ (Par) anda 
etage show (2d-final week). Stage 
show also held over for around $16,- 
000, okay. First week a fine $26,500. 

State (Loew-Fox) (2,024; 35-75)— 
‘Speak Easily’ (M-G) and stage 
show. Beat ‘Blondie of Follies’ $200 
on opening day; maybe $20,000 for 
six days, very good. Last week 
‘Blondie’ (M-G) better than hoped 


‘Tiger 
Robinson and nature thrills streak- 
ing for a good $6,000. 
‘Plessed Event’ (WB), $6,500, bene- 
fitting from added advertising. 


‘Beyond the Rockies’ 
‘Escapade’ (FN). 
200d $3,200 indicated. 
‘Radio Patrol’ (U) and ‘Gorilla Ship’ 
(Fischer) $3,500; dandy. 


drama, good cast and all-color film 
combining for fairly good $9,000. 
Last week ‘Love Me Tonight’ (Par) 
registered an excellent $15,000. 


Keith’s (Libson) (1,550; 25-40)— 
Shark’ (WB). Edward G. 


Last week 


(RKO) (1,000; 15-25)— 
(Pathe) and 
Split week. Very 


Last week 


Family 


Grand (RKO) (1,550; 15-30)—‘The 


fur by house on $23,700. First Year’ (Fox), a repeat, and 

Witatern (WB) (2,500: 35-70)— ‘Brown of Culver’ (U), first run; 
"Man Called Back’ (W-W). With split week, Should reach a fair 
house in first run division again | *°:°°° 


dn 








LOEW’S MET BIG SHOWS 


grammers 
about: 
Street’ 


‘Winner Take All’ (WB). 


and nothing to brag 
$4,500. Last week ‘Back 
(U) clicked for neat $6,500. 
Empire (BTAC) (1,100; 25-40)— 
Fast mov- 


NO Wow 25 C'S B’KLYN ing action picture good for $4,200. 
9 ’ Last week ‘Miss Pinkerton’ (FN) 





Brooklyn, Sept. 12. 

Paramount with the Marx Broth- 
ers‘ ‘Horse Feathers,’ although the/|t 
stage show this week boasts no big 
names, is drawing a nice better-|f 
than-$35,000. 

Loew's Metropolitan’s first week 
of big name presentation policy, 
with Morton Downey, Phil Baker | ; 
and Leon Errol heading the show $ 
and ‘Blondie of the Follies’ as flick- ( 
er attraction, should do in vicinity 
of $25,000, which isn’t wonderful. 

The downtown area is getting 
more competition with the arrival 
of Billy Minsky’s burlesk at the old 
Werba house. Two shows daily, 
20c to $1. 

Estimates for This Week 

Paramount (4,000; 25-35-50-75)— 
‘Horse Feathers’ (Par) and stage 
show headed by Eddy Duchin’s or- 
chestra, Georgie Price. Entertain- 
ing bill with local citizenry getting 
plenty -guffaws from the Marx 
antics. Strong at over $35,000. Last | © 
week ‘70,000 Witnesses’ (Par) okay, 


‘Molly Louvain’ 


week 


gress Dances’ (UA). 


okay $4,100. 


(BTAC) (800; 20-30)— 
(FN). Not much 
o hope for in this one, $1,500. Last 
‘Congorilla’ (Fox) surprised 
or a neat $2,000, best week in 


Strand 


months. 


Galax (BTAC) (500; 15-25)—‘Con- 
Nobody seems 
o care whether Congress dances; 
850, mild. Last week ‘Downstairs’ 
M-G) pretty fair for $950. 





Doug, Sr., Draws Kids 


While Elders Partial 
To Tex, $23,000, K. C. 


Kansas City, Sept. 12. 
The first Friday after schools 
ommenced brought the youngsters 


out in droves that night and all of 


too, under $40,000. the downtown first runs enjoyed 


Fox (4,000; 25-35-50)—‘Down te 
Earth’ (Fox) and vaude. Nothing 
to brag about. Stage attraction also 
weak; $12,000, bad. Last week 
‘First Year’ (Fox did extraordinary 
business, $27,000. 

Albee (3,500; 25-35-50-75)—Bird 
of Paradise’ (RKO) and vaude. 
Grace Hayes heads the vaude bill, 
Not bad, $25,000. Last week ‘Agelb 
of Consent’ (RKO) and Kate Smithj|t 


in person did a brodie; $13,400. pacity and kept it up. 


Loew’s Metropolitan (2,500; 25-35-/¢ 
50-60-75)—‘Blondie of the Follies’ 
(M-G) and stage show with Morton 
Downey, Phil Baker, Leon Errol, 
Aileen Stanley. First week with 
new big show policy, $25,000, so-so. 
Last week ‘Last Mile’ (M-G),|* 
$16,000, bad. 


Strand (2,000; 25-35-50-65)—‘Big 


City Blues’ (WB). Weak $11,000 
Last week ‘Blessed Event’ (WB), 
good $14,700. : 





looks as though healthy week in| = 





store, around $7,100. 


ST. L. EASES OFF DUE 
TO PIX, BUT IT’S FAIR 


St. Louis, Sept. 12. 

After a week of rather astounding 
business, the film houses are ex- 
periencing a drop in grosses this | 
week, although the descent is by no | 
means to former levels. All but | 
one of them are likely to be fairly 
well satisfied with the week’s totals. 

Programs less attractive than the | 
previous week appear to be the only | 
reason for the decline, the weather | 
and other factors remaining in favor 
of the theatres. ‘ 

The three in the running, Loew’: 
State, Ambassador and Missouri. 
are making a fairly even split of the 
business, with the Ambassador in , 
the lead by virtue of the best film. 
The Fox alone stands to do poorly. 

Estimates for This Week 

Ambassador (WB) (3,000; 35-55- 











65)—‘Successful Calamity’ (WR). 
Arliss drawing nice $14,000. Last 
week ‘Crooner’ (FN) and Thurston 


on stage, $16,000. 

Fox (Fox) (6,000; 25-35-55)—‘Un- 
holy Love’ (FD) and Allan Jones. 
Muny Opera tenor, on stage for sec- 
ond week. No draw in either and 
BO gross is cut to poor $9,000. Last 
week ‘Down to Earth’ (Fox) $10,009. 

Loew's State (3,000; 25-35-55)— 
‘Divorce in Family’ (M-G). Jackie 
Cooper may help in this one to get 
f00d $12,000. Last week ‘Blondie of 
the Follies’ (M-G), $11,000. 

Missouri (RKO) (3,500; 25-35-55) 
—Back Street’ (17). Good $10.000 
fin view. Last week ‘Love Me To- 
night (Par), $11,900, very nice. 











JAMES BERNARD FAGAN 
DRAMATIST AND DIRECTOR 


Wrote and Directed—“*THE IMPROPER DUCHESS,” “AND SO TO BED,” “THE 


1 








ee. OF LIFE,” “TREASURE ISLAND,” “HAWTHORNE OF THE U. 8. ive 
BELLA DONNA, THE EARTH,” ete., etc. Director—Royal Court Theatre, 
i ndon “we 22), Oxford Repertory Theatre (1922-29), Cambridge Fe«ival 
heatre irected over 159 productions, Motion Picture £1932)— Jritinge ; 

’ Warner Bros., M-G-M, Paramount ; ‘ _ —— 
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pienty of trade. 
with the swashbuckling 
Fairbanks in his ‘Mr. Robinson Cru- 
soe’ caught their fancy and they 
gave it a strong play, although the 
rest of the week was but fair. 


Grew extra strong 
helps a lot here, 


5¢)—‘Okay America’ 
merely a part of the show as far as 
the publicity is concerned, as Texas 
Guinan was given just about all of 
the space, and how she is drawing. 
Newspapers gave her front-page in- 
terviews with pictures upon her ar- 
rival 


Loew's Midland, 
Douglas 


Down the street a block where 


Tex Guinan and her gang of bare- 


eauties were the primary draw, 
hings were hot-cha. Opened to ca- 
Guess the 
‘rown-ups were wise and sent the 


kids to see Fairbanks while they 
stepped out with New York’s chief 
night life attraction, 


At the side-by-side Publix-Du- 


binsky’s Newman and Liberty with 


Doctor ’ and ‘Passport to Hell’ 


business was just fair, although the 
Liberty enjoyed a nice play with its 
vargain prices, 


Last week the Mainstreet with 
Back Street’ held strong. Picture 
reviews, which 


Loew’s Midland slipped again with 
Divorce in the Family.’ Following 


of the house not so strong for kid 
stars; and the takings it both New- 
man and Liberty jus@ fair. 
houses hit by loss of matinee busi- 
ness on account of schools opening 
and heavy play at the running races 
across the river. 


All 


Estimates for This Week 
Liberty (Publix-Dubinsky) (860; 
§-25)—‘Passport to Hell’ (Fox). At- 


tractive title for this grind house 
and likely to draw fair $4,500. 
week ‘70,000 Witnesses’ (Par) nice 
$4.900. 


Last 


Loew’s Midland (4,000; 25-35-40) 


—‘Mr. Robinson Crusoe’ (UA). Fair- 
tanks pic. 
Last week ‘Divorce in the Family’ 
(M-G) preity bad, $10,800. 


looks only for $13,000. 


House 
$ expecting some real business with 


‘Grand Hotel’ starting the 16th, at 
popular prices and protected against 
any other local showing. 


Mainstreet (RKO) (3,200; 25-35- 
(UU). Picture 


and the advance stuff had 
been strong and plentiful. Manage- 


ment sure sold her for good cash. 


House in for another of those big 
weeks, which have become the habit 
in the last six weeks. Countup will 
show near $23,000, nig. Last week 
‘Back Street’ (U) very good at $21,- 


00. 
Newman (Publix-Dubinsky) (1,- 
860; 25-35-50) — ‘Doctor X’ (FN). 


Another mystery, but they seem to 
like ’em at the Newman, and busi- 
ness held fair over the week-end. 
Indications are for about $6,000, fair. 
Last week ‘Two Acainst the World’ 
(WB), good at $8,000, 


Philadelphia, Sept. 12 
The Stanley-Warner people have 
evidently decided that Philly’s pres- 
ent quota of downtown film houses 
is enough for the present. At any 
rate, the reopening of the Aldine, 








recently reported as taking place 
some time this month, has been in- 
definitely postponed, and at the 
same time there has been nary a 
yip about the Mastbaum’s relight- 
ing. 

Cooler weather boosted some of 
the grosses last week and a couple 
good b. 0. draws are expected to 
have the same effect this week. 

Chevalier’s ‘Love Me _ Tonight," 
which opened Saturday at the Boyd, 
has had plenty of advance attention 
here. All of the film critics who 
attended Par’s party in New York 
were especially strong for this one 
and have been touting it to the 
skies in their columns. Certainly 
‘Love Me Tonight’ ought to make 
the grade for a two weeks’ stay at 
the Boyd, and that’s something the 
house hasn’t been able to boast of 
for a long time. 

Speaking of holdovers, the Stan- 
ley finally found a picture that held 
up beyond a week. The Marx 
Brothers’ ‘Horse Feathers,’ although 
not exactly in the smash class, is 
sticking along for a second week 
and should get at least $13,000. 
The Fox has ‘The Last Mile,’ and 
although the critics all praised its 
artistic qualities, they also called 
attention to its terrific gloom. Au- 
dience attitude first two days em- 
phasized the same thing. Looks 
like a scant $16,500, Whispering 
Jack Smith, radio favorite, on the 
stage bill helping some. 

The Earle has a fairly good com= 
bination with Buster West, Lee 
Morse, Fred Keating and Alex 
Morrison on the stage side and ‘The 
Devil and the Deep’ as film feature. 
Latter got special attention as 
marking screen debut here of 
Charles Laughton. Week ought to 
see an $18,000 gross. 

‘Two Against the World’ moved 
from the Boyd to the Karlton and @ 
$4,000 gross is indicated. The Ar- 
cadia grabbed ‘Red Headed Woman,* 
with Jean Harlow plenty in the 
news, but this house doesn't get the, 
curious ones, and move doesn’t look 
so good. About $2,590 indicated. 
‘Guilty as Hell’ opened at the 
Stanton Wednesday, and melo- 
drama will probably be good for at 
least a part of a second week. 

Estimates for This Week 
Boyd (2,400; 35-55-75)—‘Love Me 
Tonight’ (Par). Chevalier film got. 
plenty of advance boosting here. 
Looks good for $20,000 or close to it 


in first week. Last week ‘Two 
Against the World’ (WB) only 
$14,000. 


Fox (3,000; 35-50-75)—‘The Last 
Mile’ (Wide World’ and stage show. 
Praised for artistry, but believed too 


appointed after good start, $18,000. 

Stanley (3,700; 35-55-75)—‘Horse 
Feathers’ (Par). Held for second 
week, although not exactly in smash 
class. Lucky if it gets $13,000 
against last week’s $17,509. 

Stanton (1,700; 35-40-75)—“Guilty 
as Hell’ (Par). Good notices and 
nice trade; $11,000. As predicted, 
‘Unashamed’ (M-G) couldn’t make 
grade for full second week; only 
$5,000 in four days. 

Earle (2,000; 35-40-66)—‘Devil 
and the Deep’ (Par) and vaudeville. 
Good for about $18,000. Last week 
‘Crooner’ (FN) and Fatly Arbuckle 
on stage pulled a disappointing 
$15,500. 

Karliton (1,000; 30-40-55) — ‘Two 
Against the World’ (WB). Moved 
from Boyd and should get satisfac- 
tory $4,000. Last week ‘Doctor X’ 


(FN), also second showing, got 
$4,300. 
Arcadia (600; 30-40-50)—‘Red 


Headed Woman’ (M-G). Booked in 
suddenly when Harlow story. broke. 
Lucky to get $2,500. Last week 
‘Scarface’ (FN) also misplaced and 
got weak $2,200. 


Tacoma Better 


Tacoma, Sept. 12. 

Tacoma getting better. 

The town seems to like being 
chilled and thrilled, as evidenced by 
‘Doctor X,’ building last week a sur- 
prising $3,000 at Blue Mouse. 

Rialto is hitting a nice pace this 
week with Will Rogers in ‘Down to 
Earth.’ 

Estimates for This Week 

Blue Mouse (Hamrick) (650; 25) 

—'Big City Blues’ (FN). With Joan 








Bilondell in the light, only fair, 
$2.000. Last week ‘Doctor X’ (FN) 
oke campaign and evidently the 


chills being liked, built this one to 
unexpectedly big $3,000. 

Rialto (FWC) (1,200: 25-35)— 
‘Devil and the Deep’ (Par) for two 
days, and ‘Down to Earth’ (Fox) 
for five days. Corking $4,000. Last 
week ‘Speak Easily’ (M-G) and 





‘Love Me Tonight’ (Par) big aft 
$3,600. 


morbid to win popular support. - 
Maybe $16,500. Last week ‘Down to 
arth’ (Fox). Rogers picture dis- 
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af Caliity: Chicago, $28,000, Poor; 


Only One Stenog’s Film in Loop 


Chicago, Sept. 12. 
A cluster of weak or exhausted 
ettractions will make the current 
grosses in the loop considerably less 
impressive than the Labor Day half- 


fortnight. 
Last week saw at least two stand- 
outs, both RKO houses. Palace 


zoomed through with $31,000, which 
is altitude indeed for a house 
which, through the summer, seldom 
topped $18,000. ‘Bird of Paradise’ 
(Radio) was the reason. The other 
was the State-Lake with a girl tab 
the draw. 


Estimates for This Week 

Chicago (B&K) (4,000; 40-65-85) 
‘Successful Calamity’ (WB) and 
stage show. George Arliss in the 
wrong house for Chicago. Stenogs 
staying away this week and a 
scanty $28,000 seems unavoidable. 
Nice stage show with Jimmy Savo 
and Everett Marshall can entertain 
but not fetch patrons. Last week 
‘Down to Earth’ (Fox) was around 
$38,000. 

McVicker’s (B&K) (2,000; 40-65- 
75)—‘Horse Feathers’ (Par) (4th, 
final week). Extended to a month. 
Last week will be down to $10,000 
but engagement still okay. ‘Love 
Me Tonight’ (Par) due Friday (16). 

Oriental (B&K) (3,200; 40-65-85) 
— ‘Doctor X’ (WB) and stage show. 
This one outhorrors horror. Has 
gcientific cannibalism for its theme 
and not on the flappers ‘must’ list. 
House will stay in the cellar of 
$18,000. ‘Speak Easily’ (M-G) was 
liked last week but business was in- 
different under 20 G's. 

Palace (RKO) (2,500; 40-64-85)— 
‘Age of Consent’ (Radio) and vaude. 
This title is actually the best for 
luring the younger generation of 
the pictures now in logp. Semi- 
obscure youths in the roles give lit- 
tle to sell except the vaudeville 
headed by Ted Healy. That ought 
to give the Palace an okay $24,000. 
Last week ‘Bird of Paradise’ (Radio) 
necessitated five shows on three 
different days and the crowds finally 
counted up at $31,000, smashingly 
good. Expensive vaudeville bill 
costing around $8,000 kept the mar- 
gin of profit small, however. 

State-Lake (RKO) (2,700; 25-35- 
40-55) —Night Club Lady’ (Col) and 
vaude. First of the Thatcher Colt 
mysteries from Columbia. Set for 
around $17,000. Last week Marcus 
tab show gave house 54 people for 
$3,000 and helped business to reach 
$19,000, very nice. Picture was 
Fox's ‘Passport to Hell.’ 

United Artists (B&K) (1,700; 40- 
65-75) —Mr. Robinson Crusoe’ (UA) 
(2d, final week). Extra week prob- 
ably just killing time as product for 
house not plentiful and season still 
young. Next comes Harold Lloyd's 
‘Movie Crazy.’ ‘Crusoe’ around $7,- 
000 second week, 


ALL’S WELL IN DET., 
CHEV LEADS, $30,000 


Detroit, Sept. 12. 


The Michigan with ‘Love Me To- 
night’ is up front, and will make 
money, but not as much as expected. 
The United Artists with Doug Fair- 
banks getting a lot of the kids. The 
RKO Downtown led the town in in- 
terest with ‘Back Street.’ After a 
record breaking opening picture has 
them coming and looks for a big 10 
days. 

The Fox continues to struggle 
without its stage shows. This 5,100 
seater can’t seem to make the grade 
es a straight picture grind. Stage 
hows will go back as soon as the 
union troubles are settled with the 
temporary disagreement costing the 
house and unions plenty. 

Last week ‘Rhapsody in Black’ 
was the best draw in town with the 
exception of the Monday opening of 
*Back Street.’ Playing a return date 
at the Michigan the colored tab 
was only $4,000 less than the good 
$38,000 it drew the first time. The 
Fox struggled with Will Rogers ina 
n.s.g. picture, and got a poor $11,000. 
The Downtown in four days of ‘Bird 
of Paradise,’ following a full week, 
wound up with $5,000 over the 
week-end, with ‘Back Street’ pend- 
ing Monday. 

Estimates for This Week 

Michigan (4,045;  15-35-72-75)— 
“Love Me Tonight’ (Par) and stage 
show. Good $30,000 for Chevalier. 
Last week ‘Devil and the Deep’ 
(Par) with ‘Rhapsody in Black’ got 
&@ huge $33,900. 








Fisher (2,665; 15-35-72-75)—‘Di- 
vorce in the Family’ (M-G) and 
stage show. Nice $12,000. Last 


week ‘Speak Easily’ (M-G) just dou- 
ble house's average. $18,400. 

Downtown (2,750; 15-25-55)—Back 
Street’ (U). Paced for a nice $12,000. 
Last week ‘Bird of Paradise’ (RKO) 
got $5,006 in four days and ‘Back 
Street’ $10,000 in four days. 

Fox (5,100; 15-25-55)—'The Paint- 
Poor $10,000. Last 


$11,000, 








L’ville Up a Little But 
No Wows; ‘Family,’ $8,300 


Louisville, Sept. 12. 

With competition here higher 
than it has been in months, Loew's 
announces that it will have the ex- 
clusive showing for Metro and UA 
pictures in this city. Fourth Ave. 
retains rights to Paramount, War- 
ners, Fox, and Brown gets RKO- 
Pathe and some of FN, Columbia 
and Universal, although latter prin- 
cipally go to Fourth Ave. if that or- 
ganization wants them. 

Fourth Ave. got good start on fall 
season by inaugurating its ‘Greater 
Entertainment Season’ campaign 
late in August. 

A generally small but noticeable 
increase in patronage has been reg- 
istered at most box offices since 
Labor Day, but belief is that the 
public is so tired of weak films it is 
willing to splurge for few big ones. 

Estimates for This Week 

Loew’s (3,400; 25-40)—‘Divorce in 
Family’ (M-G). Fair at $7,000. Last 
week ‘Blondie of Follies’ (M-G) up 
at $8,300. 

Rialto (2,800; 25-55) (Fourth Ave.) 
—‘70,000 Witnesses’ (Par) and 
vaude. Off, $7,200. Last week, ‘Devil 
and Deep’ (Par), $7,800. 

Strand (1,786; 25-35-50) (Fourth 
Ave.)—‘Love Me Tonight’ (Par). 
Good notices but $5,800, off. Last 
week ‘Down to Earth’ (Fox), $6,300. 

Brown (2,000; 25-35-40)—Bring 
’Em Back Alive’ (RKO). Fine $3,- 
500. Last week ‘Dr. X’ (FN), $2,- 
200, n.s.g. 

Alamo (1,000; 15-25-40) (Fourth 
Ave.) —‘Big City Blues’ (WB). Weak 
$1,600. Last week ‘Okay America’ 
(U), $1,500. 


DOWN TO EARTH,’ NICE 
$14,000; SEATTLE ZOOMS 


Seattle, Sept. 12. 

‘Down to Earth’ is getting the 
Will Rogers following which is con- 
siderable, while ‘Blonde Captive,’ 
well exploited on exotic angles, is 
due to oke play at Orpheum. FWC 
managers popularity contest result- 
ed in some publicity breaks in the 
papers, especially for Jim Ciemmer, 
comparing to politicians clamoring 
for votes. 

All Fox houses up in air due to 
musicians deal for opéning of Pafr- 
amount hanging fire. Frank New- 
man, Sr., now in N, Y., and Secre- 
tary William Douglass of the union, 
and the executive board, had agreed 
on new scale about 15% cut, with 
six @? eight more band and organ 
players to go to work, Paramount 
to open Sept. 15. Then the rank 
and file of union voted down the 
new agreement. So Newman was 
wired from N, Y. to keep Paramount 
closed; also notices given all musi- 
cians in Fox houses. Unless settle- 
ment made in meantime, means F 
& M out after ‘Follow Thru,’ thus 
‘Irene,’ ‘Whoopee’ and ‘Sally’ don't 
look to make Seattle unless change 
in battle front transpires. 

Fall biz seems to be at hand. New 
pix policy at Orpheum getting nice 
play, due to oke run of pixes, in- 
cluding ‘Bird of Paradise,’ ‘Back 
Street,’ ‘Blonde Captive’ and then 
Wheeler and Woolsey. Still ru- 
mors, though, vaude to come later 
on. 








Estimates for This Week 


Fifth Ave. (FWC) (2,300; 25-65) 
—Down to Earth’ (Fox). Entire 
Paramount theatre show set for 


next week, with pix, ‘70,000 Wit- 
nesses’ coming to this house next. 
Great $14,000. Last week, ‘Love Me 
Tonight’ (Par) proved a winner, al- 
though dropping a little toward the 
end, but $13,200 very nice. 

Orpheum (RKO) (2,600; 25-35-50) 
—Blonde Captive’ (Col). Holding 
up unusual features of story in ad- 
vertising, helping to strong $6,500 
take. Last week ‘Back Street’ (U) 
liked and reached a very good $7,- 
200. 

Fox (FWC) (2,100; 25-55)—‘Love 
Me Tonuight’ (Par). Extended run 
from Fifth avenue, weak at $3,500. 
Last week, ‘Divorce in the Family’ 
(M-G), with John Spargur’s sym- 
phony band, ditto. 

Liberty (Jensen-von Herberg) (2,- 
000; 10-15-25)—‘Range Law’ (Tif) 
and ‘Discarded Lover’ (Mascot) 
double header. Not bad at $4,000 
for these indies. Last week ‘Sign 
of the Four’ (World Wide) nothing 
out of the ordinary, doing around 
$3,800. 

Music Box (Hamrick) (900; 25- 
55)—Successful Calamity’ (WB). 
George Arliss drawing excellent $5,- 
000. New top of 55c. Last week, 
‘Crooner’ (FN) just didn’t harmon- 
ize at the b. o., no name draw, and 


crooning on the wane, a terrible 
$2,000. 

Coliseum (FWC) (1,800; 15-35)— 
‘Devil and the Deep’ (Par). Good 


3,000. Last week, ‘Blondie of the 
Follies’ (M-G). Extended run from 
Fifth; nice biz at $2,800. 











WILL, NORMA, GEORGIE 
UPS BUFFALO, $25,000 


Buffalo, Sept. 12. 

Biz looking up currently. 

Buftalo with the Will Rogers and 
Talmadge-Jessel on stage is headed 
for a corking $25,000. 

Estimates for This Week 

Buffalo (Publix)—(3,600; 30-40- 
65) ‘Down to Earth’ (Fox) and 
Norma Talmadge and George Jessel 
stage show. Strong at under $25,000. 
Last week ‘Blondie of the Follies’ 
(M-G-), fair, $19,500. 

Great Lakes (Publix) (3,400; 30- 
40-65) ‘Back Street’ (U). Fair 
$8,000. Last week ‘Love Me To- 
night’ (Par), huge $13,500. 

Century (Publix) (3,400; 25-35- 
55) ‘Washington Masquerade’ 
(M-G) and stage show with Wesley 
Eddy. Strong $11,000. New m.c. 
policy. Last week ‘Speak Easily’ 
(M-G), good $9,200. 


Hipp (Publix) (2,400; 25-35) 
‘Bachelor's Affairs’ (WB). Bad 
$5,000. Last week ‘Jewel Robbery’ 


(WB) very good for $9,500. 

Lafayette (Ind) (3,400; 25) ‘Radio 
Patrol’ (U). Strong 8,500 in view. 
Last week ‘War Correspondent’ 
(Col), nice $8,000. 


Women Fight for 
‘Congorilla’ in 
Denver, $15,000 


Denver, Sept. 12. 

More loges have been reserved for 
first night shows this week at the 
Orpheum than any time since Huff- 
man took the house over. Two wom- 
en fought for a place in line Satur- 
day morning and had to be parted 
by cops. Personal appearance of 
the Martin Johnsons with ‘Congo- 
rilla’ boosting intake. 

Rialto is doing capacity business 
and will finish strong. Paramount 
fair, but Mme. Schumann-Heink, 
backed by a weak picture, is draw- 
ing big at the Denver. 

Estimates for This Week 

Denver (Publix) (2,500; 25-40-66) 
—‘Skyscraper Souls’ (M-G) and 
stage show with Mme. Schumann- 
Heink. Will do great $14,000. Last 
week ‘Love Me Tonight’ (Par), as- 
sisted by a farewell week of Ted 
Mack, did a huge $15,800. 

Orpheum (RKO-Huffman) (2,600; 
25-40-66)—‘Congorilla’ (Fox) with 
Mr. and Mrs. Johnson in person and 
RKO vaude. A very good $15,000. 
Last week ‘Down to Earth’ (Fox) 
did over $17,000, a record for the 
time Huffman has been managing 
the RKO-Huffman pool here. 

Paramount (Publix) (2,000; 25-40) 
‘Divorce in the Family’ (M-G), Fair 
biz; $6,000. Last week ‘70,000 Wit- 
nesses’ (Par) $6,600, average. 

Rialto (RKO-Huffman) (900; 20- 
25-40)—‘Roar of the Dragon’ (Ra- 
dio). Nifty $3,250. Last week ‘Pur- 
chase Price’ (WB) turned in best 
gross in two months, $3,200. 











Green Adapting ‘Fear’ 
Hollywood, Sept. 12. 
George Green will do work on the 
adaptation of ‘Men Without Fear,’ 
Universal’s next for Lew Ayres. 
Tay Garnett directing. 





Bway Slussish: Blondie’s’ H. 0. 
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$58,000 Okay; ‘Crash,’ $50,000 
Also Nice; Par’s Poor $49,000 


ooo 


Labor Day has passed, marking 
the beginning of a new season, 
cooler weather is around and peo- 
ple are starting to trundle back into 
town from country «nd shore, but 
with a few exceptions the box office 
does not reflect especial benefit from 
it all. On the other hand, a good 
sien, too, business is bad nowhere. 

The Roxy, New York, which goes 
up and down according to the mag- 
netism of film stars, is only slightly 
behind the Capitol, which will lead 
theatre row at $58,000 on the second 
week of ‘Blondie of Follies’ and a 
name-studded stage. Roxy has a 
good chance for $50,000, a nice profit 
for the house from Ruth Chatter- 
ton’s ‘Crash,’ first. of the Warner 
films to play the spot first run. 

The Paramount is away behind 
with not a chance for more than 
$40,000 unless building surprisingly. 
House is holding over Will Mahoney 
currently along with Donald Novis 
(fourth week), Mildred Bailey and 
Rosita Moreno. Picture is ‘Okay 
America.’ 

WB beat Universal to Broadway 
with a columnist picture, ‘Blessed 
Event,’ which goes out of the Strand 
on its second week at maybe $20,000, 


ARLISS, $26,000; ‘OKAY’ 
$20,000, FOR BOSTON 


Boston, Sept. 12. 

Biz but fairish. 

Arliss’ draw at the Met, with only 
$26,000, is seven grand under last 
week, 

Olsen and Johnson are holding up 
‘Okay America’ to a nice $20,000 at 
Keith's. 

Estimates for This Week 

Met (Publix) (4,300; 35-50-83)— 
‘A Successful Calamity’ (WB) and 
vaude headed by Mitchell and 
Durant and Trixie Friganza. Busi- 
ness fair only, $26,000. Last week 
‘70,000 Witnesses’ (Par), with Jessel 
and Talmadge exploited, big $33,000. 

Faramount (Publix) (1,800; 30- 
55-66)—‘Blessed Event’ (WB) and 
‘Zane Grey’s South Sea Adventures.’ 
Heavily featured but suffering from 
keen vaudeville competition and 
lucky to get $8,000 even with good 
weather. Last week, second, ‘Love 
Me Tonight’ (Par), $8,900. 

Keith’s (RKO) (4,000; 35-50-83)— 
‘Okay America’ (RKO) and Olsen 
and Johnson heading stage Dill. 
Should do $20,000, nice. Last week 
‘Bird of Paradise’ (RKO), $22,700. 

Boston (RKO) (4,000; 25-35-55)— 
‘Back Street’ (U). Second on popu- 
lar demand idea, with the Rimac 
Rumba Orchestra featured. Looks 
off at $10,000. Last week ‘Thirteenth 
Guest’ (Monogram), $9,600. 

















ROBERT ARMSTRONG 


Is among that small coterie of actors whom every director in Hollywood 
wants in his pictures, because of their competence, experience and ver- 


satility. Years of stock training, 


Broadway leads, led to Armstrong’s movie career. 


culminating in several important 
When talkies arrived 


Armstrong was in an enviable position because he was one stage actor 
with modern technique and who had also acquired screen experience 


Armstrong is under contract to RKO-Radio Pictures, for 
recently finished playing the male lead in ‘‘Kong.” He is now 
“The Penguin Pool 


with Edna Mae Oliver in 
Archainbaud’'s direction. 


whom he 
working 
George 


Murder” under 


i week, $7 090, 


| oke. Opening its run a day ahead 
of the usual change day, on first 
eight days it managed $30,000. 

Both Chevalier and the Marxes 
are washing up. Former’s ‘Love Me 
Tonight,’ at Rivoli, will do around 
$17,000 but stay until Wednesday 
(21) when ‘Crusoe’ replaces it. The 
Marxes take their ‘Horse Feathers’ 
out of the Rialto tonight (Tuesday) 
after a fifth $16,000 week. Picture 
went into the Paramount, Brooklyn, 
Friday (9), day-and-dating with Ri- 
alto for balance of run at latter. 
‘Movies Crazy’ slides into the Rialto 
tumorrow (Wednesday) for what is 
figured by Par as a five or six 
weeks’ tenancy. 

‘Life Begins’ closed suddenly at 
the Holiywood Sunday night (11), 
house ciosing with it, after doing 
$20,000 on its final 


: eight days. 
Flicker moves into the Strand 
Thursday (15) at pop prices. WB 


wanted to hold ‘Blessed Event’ a 
third week here, but Loew's, play- 
ing it second run, demanded avail- 
ibility. 

‘Tiger Shark’ does not enter the 
port's of the Winter Garden the 
same date as planned, ‘Big City 
Blues,’ whose pace is $12,000, hold- 
ing over. 

RKO points with pride this week j 
to its two Broadway amusement 
centers, Mayfair and Palace. Both 
are in the money. Mayfair is find- 
ing ‘Bird of Paradise’ a big bet. 
It'll touch $25,000, while the Palace, 
which has ‘Back Street,’ second run, 
and Pola Negri in person, is look- 
ing toward $20,000. 

‘Blonde Venus,’ which was pulled 
from many Publix and other pre-re- 
lease dates for additional fixing at 
the Paramount studio, is expected 
to be available for the Paramount 
Friday (30). It was te have been in 
currently, ‘Okay America’ coming in 
instead, with ‘Night of June 13’ 
rushed through for Friday (16). 
Originally ‘Venus’ was slated for 
two weeks here. 

First Fox picture second run for 
RKO in New York is Will Rogers’ 
‘Down to Earth,’ which was last 
week at Roxy. It ambles into the 
Palace Friday (16) for a week. 

Estimates for This Week 

Astor (1,012; 83-$1.10-$1.65-$2.20). 
—‘Strange Interlude’ (M-G) (2d 
week). Afternoon and evening bus- 
iness good. ‘Smiling Thru’ may be 
pulled from general release and 
saved for this spot on a $2 try, fol- 
lowing ‘Interlude.’ 

Capitol (5,400; 35-72-83-$1.10- 
$1.65)—‘Blondie of Follies’ (M-G) 
(2d week and stage show. Holding 
up to good $58,000, the stageful of 
names (Lilyan Tashman, Sophie 
Tucker, George Olsen, Jack Benny, 
others), taking a big bow. First 
week a very big $77,000. 

Hollywood (1,553; 55-$83-$1-$1.10- 
$1.65-$2.20) — ‘Life Begins’ (WB). 
Closed Sunday night after two 
weeks and three days. House dark 
again. Did $20,000 on final eight 
days. 

Mayfair (2,200; 35-72-83) — ‘Bira 
of Paradise’ (Radio). A winner, 
looking to run up a very nice $25,- 
000. RKO in hopes of three weeks 
for picture. Last week, second of 
‘Back Street’ (U), $19,700, good. 

Palace (1,700; 30-40-65-83)—Back 
Street’ (U) (2d run) and vaude. 
Fine $20,000 week in store, meaning 
an okay profit for house. Picture 
and Pola Negri (on stage) probably 
dividing the draw. Last week ‘Age 
of Consent’ (Radio), $11,400, bad. 

Paramount (3,664; 40-72-94-$1.10) 
—‘Okay America’ (U) and stage 
show. Going floppo currently; pos- 
sibly $40,000, poor. Last week $62,- 
900 on ‘70,000 Witnesses’ (Par) and 
Will Mahoney, held over currently, 
plus other names that weren’t, 
among them Stoopnagle and Bud, 
Four Mills Bros. and Georgie Price. 

Rialto (2,000; 40-55-72-92-$1.10)— 
‘Movie Crazy’ (Par) opeas here to- 
morrow (Wednesday) after a fifth 
$16,000 week for Marxes’ ‘Horse 
Feathers’ (Par). Last week (fourth) 
for ‘Feathers’ $18,000, mild but oke. 

Rivoli (2,200; 40-55-72-94-$1.10)— 
‘Love Me Tonight’ (Par) (4th week). 
Likely to attract around $17,000 cur- 
rently and stays a fifth week, ‘Mr. 
Robinson Crusoe’ (UA) taking over 
house Wednesday (21). Third week 
for Chev $20,000, all right. 





Roxy (6,200; 35-55-83-$1.65)— 
‘Crash’ (WB) and stage show. A 
little more money is flowing into 
|coffers here; indications are for 
|$50,000, a profit. Will Rogers in 
i‘Down to Earth’ (Fox) failed to 
| elicit much attention from the fans, 
| who deposited only $49,000 to look 
him over during the past week. 

Strand (2,900; 35-55-83-93-$1.10) 

“Blessed Event’ (WB) (2d week). 
|Maybe $22,000, nice. On first week 
(8 days) ran up good $30,000. 

Winter Garden (1,419; 35-55-83- 
|94)—Big City Blues’ (WB). Will 
'do around $12,000. Maybe more, and 
holds a second week Last week 


Hell’ 
low. 


Passport to (fox) on second 
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PICTURE GROSSES 


Mpls Nay Hey- Hey; Back St,’ 


Wow $30,000; State, Big $17,000 


—_——_———_——_—__— 


Minneapolis, Sept. 12. 

Prosperity still refuses to relin- 
quish the reins which it now has | 
been holding uninterruptedly for 


quit2> some time, and in consequence 
local show houses continue to drive 
And, | 


on to more profitable grosses. 


of course, everybody's happy. 

There was a brief time early 
the summer W hen even outst 
attractions could not click at the| 
box office here. But public response | 
lately has left no cause for com- 
plaint. Exceptional product and 
stage shows seem to be the rule, 
and there’s a bear market in red 
ink. 

This week’s pullers are Fanchon- 
Marco’s splendid stage show, ‘The 
Desert Song,’ at the State and ‘Back 
Street,’ at the Orpheum. Both are 
doing great business. 

‘Desert Song’ is the second stage 
show at the State since the Minne- 
sota’s closing (the other comprised 
the Mills Brothers and Lou Breese 
and his orchestra), and it bids fair 
to prove a sensation. Advertised in 
great style, it opened bigger than 
the Mills, but the length of the 
show precludes the likelihood it has 
a chance to equal the colored lads’ 
$20,000. It has the screen aid of a 
first-rate picture, ‘70,000 Witnesses.’ 

Plenty of raves, too, for ‘Back 
Street’ at the Orph, helped by a 
good vaudeville bill. Manager Emil 
Franke did a fine job exploiting this 
attraction, which, for Minneapolis, 
Jacked cast drawing names and a 
pulling title, although the popularity 
of the Fannie Hurst novel didn’t 
hurt any. 

‘Love Me Tonignt’ did sufficiently 
well at the State last week to war- 
rant being sent directly to the Up- 
town, Publix’s ace nabe house, for a 
second consecutive week. 

Even the recently opened 15 and 
20c grind houses, the Pantages and 
Seventh St., are prospering might- 
ily. Pantages, operated by Harold 
Ruben, son of the late I. H., is prov- 
ing a gold mine. 

The Gayety (stock burlesque on a 
co-op plan) already is in operation. 
Because of the illness of A. G. Bain- 
bridge the reopening of the Shubert 
(dramatic stock) has been post- 
poned from Sept. 18 to 25. ‘Cynara’ 
starts things going at the Metropol- 
itan this month. 

Estimates for This Week 

State (Publix) (2,200; 65)—’70,000 
Witnesses’ (Par) and. ‘Desert Song’ 
on stage. Picture good, but F&M tab 
the big attraction. First F-M show 
to play here since Minnesota’s clos- 
ing and second stage attraction at 
this house. With ‘Grand Hotel,’ 
‘Strange Interlude’ and ‘Prosperity’ 
booked for next three weeks, no 
stage shows needed. Prices boosted 
this week from 35 to 40c at matinees 
and.5ic to 65c at night and in effect 
from 5 p. m. onward, instead of 6:30 
p. m. Opened nicely and should 
maintain fast initial clip throughout 
week. Looks like very big $17,000. 
Last week ‘Love Me Tonight’ (Par), 
big $13,500. 

Orpheum (RKO) (2,899; 55)— 
‘Back Street’ (U) and vaude. Pic- 
ture and stage show liked. Succes- 
sion of strong shows here has helped 
to jump business surprisingly. 
Prospects are for a huge $30,000. 


Last week ‘Hold ‘Em Jail’ (RKO), 
$14,000, okay. 
Lyric (Publix) (1,300; 35)—Pur- 


chase Price’ (WB). Stanwyck and 
Brent fair box office and picture 
well received. Around $5,500, fair. 
Last week, ‘Blondie of Follies’ (M- 
G)., $6,200, okay. 

Grand (Publix) (1,100; 35)+‘First 
Year’ (Fox), second loop run, and 
‘Weekends Only’ (Fox), split, maybe 
$2,400, okeh. Last week, ‘Madam 
Racketeer’ (Par) and ‘Unashamed’ 
(M-G), $1,800, light. 

Aster (Publix) (900; 
Price Hollywood’ (RKO), ‘Washing- 
ton Mesquerade’ (M-G) and ‘Million 
Dollar Legs’ (Par), split, second 
loop runs. About $1,100, fair. Last 
week ‘Man About Town’ (Fox), ‘So- 
ciety Girl’ (Fox) and ‘Man from 
Yesterday’ (Par), second loop runs, 
$900, ight, 





in | Ov er 
anding | Weather continues every thing points | 
ito big things 


25)—‘What | 





‘cool WEATHER MAKES 
PROV. HOT AT THE B. 0. : 


| Providence, Sept. 


12. 
All picture stands in optimistic 
mood. Cool breezes from the north 


|had fans flocking into the theatres | 


the week-end, and if frisky 


Biz shanties on the up-grade last 
week when chilly winds suddenly 


hit town and had all the houses on | 


the run to shut off the cooling sys- 


tems. 

RKO Albee in the lead «again 
with the combination of ‘Age of 
Consent’ (Radio) on screen and 


Rudy Vailee in person. Vallee booked 
only five days, and house packed 
five shows daily over the week-end, 
and four shows until Wednesday 
when the radio star makes his exit. 
House sure of crashing $15,000. 

It’s a toss-up which spot will 
lead this week as biz seems to be 
pretty well distributed. 

Estimates for This Week 

RKO Albee (2,300; 15-55-65)—‘Age 
of Consent’ (Radio) and vaude with 
Rudy Vallee headlining. Theatre 
benefited through front page pub- 
licity on Rudy’s marttal troubles. 
Feature picture getting plenty of 
comment, and helping a great deal 
to push gross to $15,000 class. Last 
week ‘Back Street’ (U) had the edge 
on vaude and plenty responsible for 
the nice $13,400. 

Fay’s (2,000; 15-55)—‘Big City 
Blues’ (WB) and vaude.. Fairly well 
balanced bill. Most likely house will 
tilt at least $6,000 for a fair sec- 
ond week of its new season. Last 
week ‘Painted Lady’ (Fox) was _un- 
able to go over $5,000 on opening 
week splurge. 

Loew's State (3;700; 15-55-75)— 
‘Robinson Crusoe’ (UA). Manage- 
ment made almost heroic efforts to 
sell this one as a straight picture 
with no travelog interest, but so far 
there seems to be little reward for 
its work. House optimistic of get- 
ting $8,500 on strength of Dceug Fair- 
banks, which is fairly good consid- 
ering what spot has been garnering 
for weeks. Last week ‘Divorce in 
the Family’ (M-G), $9,500, oke. 

Majestic (Fay) (2,200; 15-55)— 
‘Down to Earth’ (Fox) and ‘Pass- 
port to Hell’ (Fox). Drawing nicely 
and there seems to be no barrier 
to house hurdling $9,000. Last week 
‘Two Against the World’ (WB) and 
‘Beauty Parlor’ (Chesterfield) good 
at $8,500. 

Paramount (2,200; 15-55)—‘70,000 
Witnesses’ (Par). Nice publicity 
putting this one over for at least 
$7,000; good. Last week ‘Love Me 
Tonight’ (Par), very good at $9,900. 

RKO Victory (1,600; 10-25-40)— 
‘The Stoker’ (Allied), and ‘Aveng- 
ing Seas’ (Monogram). Fairly 
good bill doing nicely. Should have 
no trouble in catching $2,000, oke. 
Last week ‘Hell Fire Austin’ (W-W) 
and ‘Midnight Morale’ so-so at 
$1,900. 

Metropolitan (3,400; 10-25-30)— 
‘Latin Love’ and vauile. Keeping 
fairly steady pace since opening 
three weeks ago. Possibly a little 
under $3,000 for first half. Last 
half of last week ‘Dynamite Denny’ 
so-so at $2,400. 


| 


| tling 
| regarded 


Li 0.’S DON'T HELP PITT; 


| BENNETT MILD $11,000, 


——— 


Pittsburgh, Sept. 12. 
With holdovers predominating, 
iothing beyond an ordinary stir 


tna ed for this session. Last week, 


with cooler weather and a holiday, 
est of season everywhere save 
one spot, but town currently is set- 


back into what has come to be 
as the average of semi- 
normalcy. 

Biggest thing this burg has seen 
some time, ‘Back Street,’ sticks 
at Davis for second week, making 
third downtown week inasmuch as 


ip 


U film had previously played six 
|days at Warner to great trade. 
Should wind up with nice $4,000 
after gathering pretiy close to 20 
|grand on previous engagements. 
Another h. o. is ‘Horse Feathers’ at 
Warner, with nutty Marxes sailing 
flong to an okay $7,000 after more 





than doubling that figure in opening 
session. 

Stanley, with ‘Two Against the 
World,’ is paced disappointingly, 
considering the Bennett name, and 
will be lucky to approach $11,000. 
At the Penn, ‘70,000 Witnesses,’ de- 
spite good notices, is falling below 
that figure, maybe around $10,000. 
Fulton running below $3,000 with 
the indie-made ‘“Tnirteenth Guest’ 
while Enright, slipping away from 
split-week policy last week to get 
a great week with ‘Back Street’ day 
and date with Davis, _is keeping 
‘Blessed Event’ for full week this 
session due to presence in cast of 
Dick Powell, who got his stage start 
as m. ec. at this site. It’s Powell's 
screen debut. 

Estimates for This Week 

Davis (WB) (1,700; 10-15-25-35) 
—‘Back Street’ (U). Film cleaning 
up locally and should wind up fort- 
night session at Davis with nice 
$4,000. That’s okay, considering $6,- 
C00 last week day and date with En- 
right in East Liberty, in addition to 
xcellent trade in its original down- 
town run at the Warner. 

Fulton: (Shea-Hyde) (1,750; 10- 
15-25)—Thirteenth Guest’ (Mono- 
gram). Indie-made murder mys- 
tery pretty flimsy fare for a weekly 
change first-runner and will be 
lucky to scrape together $2,750. Last 
week ‘Hearts of Humanity’ poorest 
showing of the summer at $2,400. 

Penn (Loew-UA) (3,300; 25-30- 
40)—‘70,000 Witnesses’ (Par). Good 
picture and excellent notices, but 
iack of a femme draw expected to 
make the mat trade almost negli- 
gible. Nite business alone not 
enough to bring takings above a 
poor $10,000. Last week ‘Blondie of 
the Follies’ (M-G), surprise of sea- 
son at close to $21,000, topping all 
straight picture takings around 
here. 

Stanley (WB) (3,600; 25-30-40)— 
‘Two Against the World’ (WB). 
Constance Bennett still just another 
actress locally since they took her 
away from those tear-streaked, ma- 
ternal mellers. Here, in a weak 
programmer, no more than tepid 
$11,000 looked for. Last’ week 
‘Blessed Event’ (WB) great at $20,- 
00C on strength of campaign hailing 
Dick Powell’s screen debut, Powell 
having left this site 1s m.c. to take 
a WB terme? on the coast. 

Warner (WB) (2,000; 25-30-40)— 
‘Horse Feathers’ (Par). Marxes held 
over for second session after top- 
ping recent takings around here 
with swell $17,000 in first week. H. 
O.’s, however, rarely profitable local- 
ly and this one will be no excepiion, 
winding up with ordinary $7,000 in 
second week. 












































‘EVENT,’ CHEVALIER 


BOTH $10, 0C0, NEW’K 


ceed. Sept. 12. 


No question about Chevalier at 
the Newark leading off this week 
with about $10,500. Sut it will be 
on the strength of ‘One Hour with 
You,’ as ‘Love Me Tonight’ will not 
appeal so much _ here ‘Blessed 
Event’ will come in sevord at the 
Branford. 

Skouras’ Terminal will reopen 
Oct. 1 and maybe a week sooner. 


It will play first-run Fox features. 
The Little will start its next pic- 
tures’ on Thursdays and Loew’s 
State opens this week on Friday, 
* leavine no house with a. Saturday 
(Continued on page 65) 

























































































“GIVE MY REGARDS TO BROADWAY” 


| EDGAR ALLAN WOOLF 


"Tuesday, September 13 


» 1932 





Indianapolis Bullish; 
‘Witnesses’ Nice $18,000 


Indianapolis, Sept. 12. 
Exploitation methods returning 
‘to straight picture selling, 
| greater picture season as the argu- 
Grosses in general are up- 
| pish. ‘Love Me Tonight’ at the Cir- 
cle was somewhat of a disappoint- 





ment. 


in | 


ment, 

Circle and Indiana, 
Publix announce that two 
WB pictures have been booked. 
Tirst pictures in these houses, both 
formerly having used Paramount 
|and Columbia. 
‘Grand Hotel’ 


both Skouras- 
houses, 


has been booked for 
the Loew's Palace with the an- 
nouncement that this is the ‘first 
showing at popular prices anywhere 
in the country.’ Picture played this 
city at the Ohio for one week sev- 
eral months ago. - 

Indiana is in line for 
with Thurston’s stage unit and 
‘70,000 Witnesses.’ Circle also should 
be up with ‘Bird of Paradise’ and 
Apollo gocd with ‘Back Street.’ 

Prices at all houses except Loew’s 
Palace kicked up to 50 cents. No 
announcement as yet as to the re- 
opening of the Lyric, vaudfilm 
house. 

Tom Devine, Skouras-Publix 
dance maestro, is again opening the 
Indiana roof, which is good adver~ 
tisement for the show house. Two 
bands booked, Earl Hines and Fred- 
die Bergin. 

Estimates for This Week 

Apollo (Fourth Ave.) (1,100; 25- 
35-50) ‘Back Street’ (U). Should 
click for $3,800; good. Last week 
‘Down to Earth’ °Fox) around 
$4,000. 

Circle 
25-35-50) 


big grosses 


(Skouras- Publix) 

‘Bird of Paradise’ (Ra- 
dio). Fair $6,200. Last week ‘Love 
Me Tonight’ (Par) around $7,000, 
not as good as expected. 

Indiana (Skouras-Publix) (3,300; 
25-35-50) ‘70,000 Witnesses’ (Par) 
and Thurston on the stage. Around 
$18,000, extremely good. Last week 
‘Bring ’Em Back Alive’ (RKO) good 
for $8,200. 

Loew’s Palace (Loew) 
35) ‘Divoree in the Family’ 
Okay $5,500 in view. 
‘Blondie of the Follies’ 
for $6,000. 


‘WITNESS’ AND TAB 
RUN UP FINE $15,000 


Portland, Ore., Sept. 12. 

Main trade of the week goes to 
the Paramount with ‘70,000 Wit- 
nesses’ and the tab, ‘Follow Thru.’ 

Fox-Parker has opened the dark 
Liberty as a new grind and the 
Broadway will also start. General 
biz seems on the up and up. 

Estimates for This Week 

Paramount (Fox-Parker) (3,000; 
25-85). ‘70,000 Witnesses’ (Par). 
‘Follow Thru’ tab chiefly exploited, 
but swell combo in line for splendid 
$15,000. Last week ‘Down to Earth’ 
(Fox) to strong $13,900. 

Orpheum (RKO) (2,000; 25-40)— 
‘Hold ’Em Jail’. (Radio). Getting a 
fair $6,000. Last week ‘Back Street’ 
(U) $5,800. 

United Artists (Fox-Parker) (1,- 
000; 25-35)—‘Blondie’ (M-G). All 
rizht with $5,500. Last week ‘Down- 
stairs’ (M-G) $4,000. 

Oriental (Hamrick) (2,500; 25-35) 


(2,600; 


(2,800; 25- 
(M-G). 
Last week 
(M-G) good 





—‘Stranger in Town’ (FN). Hitting 
about ‘average $3,500. Last week 
‘Igloo’ (U) $3,300. 

Rialto (Gamble) (1,500; 25)— 
‘Madame Racketeer’ (Par). A poor 
$2,500. Last week ‘Love Me To- 
right’ (Par) $3,400 after an $11,500 


at the Paramount 


Marx’ $15,000 Best Midst |: 
Montreal’s Strong Trade 


Montreal, Sept. 12.. 
Last week seems to have turned 
the corner for nictures here, almost 
snow weather and dearth of outside 
attractions doing the trick. Cur- 
rently it looks as though this will 
continue with the Palace again in 
the lead and the other main stems 
probably showing increases. ‘Horse 
Feathers’ (Par) is a good bet for the 
Palace, and Capitol and Loew’s 
have Constance Bennett and John 
Gilbert, locally popular. 
His Majesty's repeats ‘Faithful 
Heart’ (British) on fair gross, and 
wili cater to children in a short sea- 
son thereafter. Children are barred 
from theatres here, and this will not 
cut into main stem's grosses. Nabes 
have shown general upturn last 
|; week and are pretty sure to main- 
|tain it currently. Tex Guinan is 
|here for a return engagement at 
| the Frolics cabaret. 
Estimates for This Week 
His Majesty’s (CT) (1,600; 
| $1). ‘Faithful Heart’ (British) (2d 
|; week). Grossed about $8,000 last 
week and will likely get $7,000 cur- 
rently. 
Palace 
| Feathers’ 
| $15,000. 
i’em in 


first week 











50- 


i 
| 
| (FP) (2,700; 75), ‘Horse 
(Par). Should hit around 
Last week Chevalier -piled 
for ‘Love Me Tonight’ (Par) 


with | 


———— 


‘Event’ Good $13, 000 
As All Balto. Shows 


Baltimore, Sept. 12. 


general break for the box 
though this town normally contin- 
ues within a narrow gross range 
and on the profit side of the ledger. 

Vaude the big gossip 
arteries, due primarily to the neat 
results of the vaudfilm policy at the 
indie Hippodrome and Loew's Cen- 
tury. Schanbergers are once more 
discussing a return to vaude at the 


Kxeith’s, figuring on a 10-week try. 
If and when, will be booked out of 
the RKO office, with Fred Schan- 
nerger, Jr., doing the act supervis- 
ing, W hile Laurence Schanberger 
continues in general charge of the 
theatre. 

Len McLaughlin is talking, vaude 
possibilities at the up-th€street. 
Auditorium, though this deal‘is stil} 
largely talk. If it goes through 
would likely mean a lower tariff im 
crder to attract the customers out 
ot the main stem, for the matinee 
bargain group at least. 

New theatre finally cooled off 
irom the bank scare of last month, 
and brought back ‘American Mad-. 
ness,’ which had been yanked in two 
days when the flicker paralleled a 
real case locally, However, it looks 
like that yanking injured the gross 
possibilities of that picture in this 
town, since many now think it’s am 
old film. House is running in low 
gear as is, and needs a bit of shake. 
ing to arouse it from a certain lethe-. 
argy that surrounds it. 

‘Back Street’ drew the hold-over 
assignment of the new season at: 
the Keith’s, due to the way the 
flicker built. It started out slowly 
cn its opening, and at first seeme@ 
a one-week film only, but on the 
final two days of the initial stanza 
the pick-up tendencies prompted 
the additional stay. House has de- 
cided to stick to its Thursday open- 
ing data, thus beating the town to 
the barrier by one diem. 

Estimates for This Week 

Century (Loew-UA) (3,000; 35- 40-. 
55-65-75)—‘70,000 Witnesses’ (Par) 
and vaude. Benny Meroff band’ 
Leadlininz, and the week looks to 
touch satisfying average of $14,000. 
Last week ‘Successful Calamity” 
(WB) drew powerful support from 
the Abe Lyman orchestra to hold 
gross to $15,200, 


office, 


is 


Hippodrome (Rappaport) (2,600;' 
35-50)—‘Most Dangerous Game’ 
(Radio) and vaude. ‘Nan Halperin 
in the lead on the stage. Maybe: 


$8,000, okay. Last week ‘Hola "Em 
Jail’ (Radio) took a terrific climb 
to finish at smash total of $10,900.. 

Keith’s (Schanberger) (2,450; 15< 
25-40)—‘Back Street’ (U) (2a week). 
Wemme ricture de luxe, and spotted’ 
right in the heart of the shopping 
thoroughfave, thus finishing first 
week to nifty $7,200 and likely to 
hold. to $4,000 currently. First real 


money this house has made ir 
months, indicating that the spot is 
starting to vibrate. once more. 
‘Horse Feathers’ (Par) follows 
Sept. 15. 

New (Mechanic) (1,800: 25-40-50)! 
—‘American Madness’ (Col). A re- 
turn: for this flick after being: 
vanked previously. Must ‘have: 


been negatively on the minds of the 
public. because they’re not hurry- 
ing to get a view on this second op-. 
rortunity. In spite of good notices, 
indications are for not more than' 
meaningless $4,000 at the front gate. 
‘Down to Earth’ (Fox) was one of 
weakest of the Rogers series last 
week at $4;400. 

Stanley (Loew-UA) (3,600; 35-40- 
§5-65-75)—‘Blessed Event’ (WB).. 
Not exciting gross indicated, due t@ 
a dearth of names in a town where 
names count. Perhaps $13,000, which 
will be happy enough. Last week 
Chevalier delivered his first dis- 
appointment in ‘Love Me Tonight’ 
(Par) at $12,800. Under previous 
Chevalier grosses, and conceded to 
he due to ultra-smart treatment of 
the story. 





for an exceptional $16,000, easily 
topping the town. 
Capitol (FP) (2,700; 60), ‘Two 


Against the World’ (WB) and ‘The 
Crooner’ (WB). Constance Bennett 
a sure bet and should hit $12,000, 
Last week ‘Speak Easily’ (M-G) and 
‘Westward Passage’ (Radio) did 
good biz at $12,500. 

Loew’s (FP) (3,200; 35-60), ‘Down- 
stairs’ (M-G) and vaude. John Gil- 
bert and above average vaude may 
realize $14,000. Last week ‘70,000 
Witnesses’ (Par) and vaude clocked 
$13,000. 

Princess 
‘Magic 


(CT) (1,600; 35-60), 
Night’ (UA) and ‘Self-Made 
Lady’ (UA). House doing well and 
may maintain last weeks gross of 





| 
| 


| (Col) and 


$9,000 made on ‘American Madness’ 
‘Secret Witness’ (Col) 

Imperial (France-Film) (1,900; 
25-40), ‘La Petite de Montparnasse’ 
(French). Maybe $2,200. Last week 
better at $2,200 on ‘Mom de la Loi’ 
(French). 

Cinema de Paris 
(600; 25-50), ‘La Fortune’ (French). 
Looks like $1,750... Last week ‘Reve 
a@’Amour’ (French) about $1,500. 


(Franee-Fim) 


Profit; ‘Street’ H. 0. 


Weather is cooling off and that’s a, 


of the 
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“lf | had the wings of 
an angel, I'd fly through 
the eleventh floor win- 
dow—that’s where the 
contracts are being 


signed.”’ ils 
’ 


buy 





R! OUT-OF-TOWN, 
| CHANCES ... THEYRE IN NEW 














‘Get this chariot moving. 
Paramount’s breaking 
records everywhere—and 


4s 





“Lissen, Louie, here’s \& 
the opposition. Make « 
a Paramount deal for >) 





““My first solo flight! Never 
thought I'd do it—but, oh! 
how |! need Paramount in 
September!” 











“l says, ‘Lissen, baby 
doll, I’ve had a gr-r-and 
time. You’ve got every- 

~ thing but Paramount 

Pictures, and 

i'm off to buy 

them now.’ “” 

















és 











“It doesn’t mat- 
ter who’s elected, 
with Paramount 
making pictures 
like these, every- 
thing is hunky- 




















and | know ri 
you a new car.’ 











Tuesday, September 13, 1932 




















XHIBITORS AREN 
ORK. BUYING PARAMOUNT! 


“Yeah, my gal says, ‘Never 
mind New York—you stay 
home. It’s either me or 
Paramount,’ an’ | says, 
‘Nerts, | love you, but I 

gotta have Paramount, or, 
‘ we don’t eat,/ “’ 









































“C'mon, get off your’ 
puss and on your feet. 
You an’ me’s got our- 
selves a date with 
George Schaefer.”’ 
“it's the first time I've i777, 
been out of Clay County 7 
in years, but I sure i 
aimed to get myself /77 
this Paramount group.”’ 










“if | get the Para- r 23 
mount group, we'll a , a 2 
L. throw the chair RD, Dive. 
-\ away, and you'll 
/ be chauffeur to a 
big gas-buggy.”’ 


“it’s a cinch! Nobody 
but Paramount has given 
us pictures in August and 

September.”’ 















“Come on, jim, 
} get back with 
HORSE FEATHERS; 













* NOTE: 141 Exhibitors last 












in the history of Paramount. 


ou.”’ 
y Publix. 


/ wep MovieCrazyand: . week visited New York to 
Ai) tovemeTonicnt, buy the new Paramount 
, y | or they’ll lynch Dime J. S/ 7m Beer group. This is a new record 
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Foreigns Losing Pull For U. S. Sereen 


‘Aping Hollywood Idea 
Endangering Foreigns’ 




















‘German Feature List 
Of 14 for U; 16 for Par 


Berlin, Sept. 3. 


























Tast year saw a considerable| Central Park. Other houses that | tried German pictures with indif- The German Universalfilm Co., Chance in UJ § Market 
drop-off in the earning possibilities | have played foreign in the past and | ferent results. ; | under Max I riedland, held its an- e we 
ef foreign language films in the/|may be interested again are the | St. Louis: Capitol (Skouras) | nual convention, while Paramount's | 
United States. There are still about | Studebaker, Lincoln, Bugg, Orchard, | shows German films from time to | convention was under Gus J. European films are likely to lose 
200 possible play dates for German| Music Box, Adelphi and Argmore. | time. Good opening here for an) Schaefer and G. P. Vallar, their chance at money in the Amer- 
talkers and that many more scat-|German and Russian films have | indie art house. Universal's production for the} ican market if the European pro 
tered among the other languages,| done best at the b.o., though Polish Nebraska—Lincoin: No foreign German market will amount to 14 ‘ ark “4 pes proe 
“but the novelty vogue that these|and Italian are satisfactory when|f{]m houses here, but a good chance pictures and Paramount's produc-j|ducers don’t take a~ look around, 
pictures enjoyed 18 months ago is} showing up. | seems to exist for German and Rus- tion to 16 aera That's the opinion of Leo Brecher, 
waning. A lack of outstanding/ [ndiana—Evansville: Grand played | sian films. , a. a, a distributor of Ufa and other foreign 
product from abroad in the past/one German film to good results,| Omaha: Victoria got off to a films in the United States and oper- 
few months is not helping. but never took a chance again. | good start with German films, vut | CHINESE, INDIAN FILMS ator of the Little Carnegie Playe 

German pictures continue to lead| Fert Wayne: Cccasional Ger- | couldn't get product enough. Lyric house. He's sailing for Europe with- 
the foreign film field. Russian talk-| man films wander into the nabes| tried Ufa pictures exclusively but DENTING U a IN ORIENT in the next ten days, he says, to tell 
ers come next in b.o. importance! ang generally do pretty well. No/| flopped, due largely to bad house ° his European producers what is 
and Spanish third. From that point | regular house. equipment. Roseland and Maryland ssiteeiets ini “online ‘Ghee Sana Geiaiiak tue 
on they rank about even, with| Jndianapolis: C'rcle and Ohio,| have’ piayed several Bohemian Singapore, Aug. 6. foreign films = slipping. 
French, Yiddish, Scandinavian and | Publix houses, take German films| films to smash results. Large Czech Singapore, always a bad_ spot iiecikaah  Aineiblin® pele Wieiaiien 
Italian fighting it out. loecasionally for novelty purposes.| population here eats up what little/from the censorship standpoint, ‘es in ine saab thet be ca ee — 

Foreign language films present 4 / Generally okay biz. home stuff shows up. seems to be headed for even more| expos : ae re ee dese 

New Jersey—Not much in this| difficulty. New regulations have | Prone to copy Hollywood. Americans 


different problem in each section of 


rn Belt I 
the United States. A survey of the Co elt Colleges 


entire country has been made by| !ewa—Spensley theatre in Du- 
‘Variety’ through its correspondents buque shows occasional German 
films for good results. Good pro- 


in various cities and towns and with 
the aid of various Chambers of 
Commerce in key spots. With the 
states listed alphabetically it shows 
the country to be about as follows 


State By State 

Alabama—State has no foreign 
theatres or foreign film  possibili- 
ties. Population is about 85% na- 
tive American, with no strong art 
groups interested in the foreign out- 
put. 

Arizona—Nothing doing here. One 
small sure-seater in Phoenix tried 
Spanish films for a while and died. 

Arkansas—Conditions not right 
here. One German film wandered 
into Pine Bluff about eight months 
ago, with almost immediate regrets. 

California—Hollywood: Filmarte 
shows German and French talkers 
regularly, with Spanish sometimes 
thrown in, fair results. 

Oakland: Several unsuccessful 
attempts to show foreign films 
here in the past couple years. Ger- 
mans seemed to do best of those 
aitempted. Italians would seem to 
have a good chance here because of 
the large Latin population, but none 
has been tried. 

Los Angeles: Alhambra, Cali- 
fornia and Biltmore, all have tried 
foreign talkers of all languages. 
None outstanding, and none suc- 
cessful, though German seemed to 
do best. 

San Diego: Spanish talkers, when 
and if there are any, stand a good 
e«hance here, There is no regular 
foreign house. 

San Francisco: Filmarte theatre, 
two-a-day, does quite well with 
German and French pictures, for- 
mer being best at the b.o. Italian 
pictures have cleaned up regularly 
in the Italian neighborhood houses, 
and there are plenty of these. 

Colorado—Not much foreign film 


motional prospects are the Univer- 
sity of Dubuque, Columbia College, 
Columbia Academy and Clark Col- 
lege. 
Kansas—Foreign 
strayed this far yet. 
Maine—RKO has shown a few 
French pictures at its name house 
in Portland to fair results. Augusta, 
with 500 resident French families, 
has no French film house. French 
ought to do fairly well throughout 
the state. 

Maryland—Europa in Baltimore, 
run by Max Goldberg out of New 
York, has done pretty well with 
German and Russian films. 
Massachusetts — Mostly French 
films for this state, with Cermans 
okay if not repeated too often and 
carefully placed. Fine Arts (Loew) 
in Boston is the only foreign house 
in that city and plays anything, 
though preferring French. Avenue 
in Springfield goes for an interna- 
tional policy, while the Bijou, Holy- 
oke; RKO, Lowell, and Strand, 
Fitchburg, like French films. Ger- 
man pictures are the rule at the 
Colonial, Lawrence. 
Michigan—Large foreign popula- 
tion throughout the state that has 
never been properly organized for 
foreign films. Avenue and Black- 
stone theatres in Detroit do fairly 
well with anything they can get, 
mostly German, Polish films, when 
available, clean up. 
Minnesota—Minneapolis: W. A. 
Steffes tried German pictures for 
a couple months at the Shubert. 
He cried about his losses after 
that, but began promoting a modern 
400-seat house to be built espe- 
cially for a foreign policy. May go 
through this fall. This is a prepon- 
derantly Scandinavian neighborhood 
with talkers in that languaze doing 
well. RKO tried foreigns at the 
Seventh Street with indifferent re- 


talkers haven't 


biz in this State, though towards wales souk nth 
the South, where the Mexican pop- |~ roy ‘toni. Rao gs Germans 
ulation is heavy, Spanish pictures] .. ine President, but gave it 


have fared satisfactorily. Denver 
has tried German pictures several 
times, latest attempt being at the 
Aladdin theatre, but results not too 
good. German Dramatic Club some- 


Seems a chance 
and Scandinavian 
despite that. 
City: Apollo 


up as hopeless. 
for these films 
talkers in this city, 
Missouri—Kansas 


gave up. 





state with the exception of German 
nabes. Little, Newark, has struggled 
through and still going pretty well, 
despite several management 
changes, with a mixed policy. 
Mostly German, though occasionally 
other language films. Warners’ 
National in Jersey City and the 
Little, Trenton, like German films. 
Unity Church in Montclair is a 
I'rench film customer. Rialto, Pas- 
saic, goes for second run Germans, 
and RKO State in Union City uses 
Germans. In Trenton the State 
runs Yiddish or Italian talkers once 
a week, when obtainable. 

New York—Best state in the 
country for foreign films, with most 
of the biz in New York City. 

Albany: Two German films 
and one Italian were booked in by 
the Van Curler theatre, and that 
ended that. 

Buffalo: Erlanger tried German 
pictures with mixed resulis and 
Hollywood, just down 
the street, still goes for occasional 
German and Russian films. 


New York Lineup 
New York: First run _ houses 


are the Little Carnegie, the Europa 


and the Hindenburg, all for Ger- 
man films with the exception of 
some French at the Little Carnegie. 
Cameo (RKO) grabs off all the Rus- 
sian films for first run, and the 
Fifth Avenue, open winterr only, 
tries to stick to a French and 
Scandinavian policy. Italians here 
and at the Cameo have died, though 
finding about 85 nabe spots in the 
New York vicinity for second run 
purposes. Yiddish talkers have never 
found their way to first run houses, 
though having about 50 possible 
playdates in the New York area and 
doing well. German films do most 
of the foreign business, French 
struggling along except when of es- 
pecially high value. artistically. 
There are about 20 strictly German 
nabe houses in and near New York, 
most important being the 72d Street 
and 79th Street Playhouses, which 
occasionally get a first run German 
or Czech film. Their prominence 
comes from the fact that they’re in 
the heart of Yorkville, German, 


Hungarian and Czech center. Loew's | 
book German pictures into about 10! 








times books pictures in its own lan- 
guage and a Swedish organization oo 
shows up regularly with films. for ‘ 
that tongue’s compatriots. 
Connecticut—Hartford: Warner's 
Princess theatre tried foreigns un- 
successfully, but two other houses 
in this city have made out okay. 





Art Cinema, a ritzy house, best, 
with German pictures. Rivoli, on 
the fringe of the biz sector, also 


okay. Jewish pictures have regu- 
larly made money and Italians do 
fairly. French have flopped. 

New Haven: Art Cinema is the 
only house exclusively showing 
foreign talkers. French, German 
and Russian is about the order of 
things, though a Russian film is the 
only holdover in the house's history. 
Regular weekly changes is the pol- 
icy. Howard, a naborhood, general- 
ly satisfied with second runs, is 
doing exceptionally good biz with 
almost anything booked in. 

Westport: Fine Art theatre 
German and French pictures 
likes them. 

Georgia—Not much in this state 
because of the large native Amer- 
ican population. In Atlanta last 
Winter the Atlanta Women’s Club 
showed three Russian, two French 
and one British pictures. Made | 
money, but doesn’t intend to repeat, | 
indicating a possible chance for an 
art cinema wroup. 

Ilinois—Ought to be foreign film 
biz here, but it has been mishandled | 
in the past. Punch and Judy and 
Cinema Art are the best houses in 


uses 
and 





who has just completed 
Warner Brothers-First 
company. 


National 





Chicago though the Monroe and the LeRoy has to his credit such box-office hits as “Five Star Final,” 

Castle are doing satisfactorily with anaes ani “5 pe A pote sos Ry Seconds,” “Local Boy Makes 
es See se TS inal 1Ood, onignt or Never” and many others. 

second eae Teyer et mn ee Mee In the recent “Variety” analysis LeRoy was selected as the leading 

Yiddish talkers, when they can find | nox-office director of 1931. He is now preparing “42d Street,” also for 


any, at the Alamac, Biltmore and! Warner Brothers-First National. 





“T Am a Fugitive” 
Productioms, 





MERVYN LEROY 


and 


his 22d picture for 


gone through making passage of 
American films harder than before 
and a tough time is looked for this 
winter. Largely this is due to the 
fact that Chinese and Indian films 
are coming in in bigger ‘numbers 
than before and are making con- 
siderable headway with the native 
audiences, 

British films are also doing very 
well here and taking some of the 
play away from American pics. One 
of the biggest grosses in the past 
season was ‘Sunshine Susie’ 
(Gainsborough). Among the best 
American grossers were ‘One Hour 
With Yow’ (Par), ‘Shanghai Ex- 
press’ (Par), ‘Mata Hari’ (Metro), 
‘Private Lives’ (Metro., ‘Dr. Jekyll 
and Mr. Hyde’ (Par), and (Doomed 
Battalion’ (U). 

yeneral business conditions are 
pretty bad and seem to be getting 
worse. Ordinary program pictures 
simply die, with the only hope com- 
ing from stage shows. Capitol The- 
atre currently has Beth Beri, for- 
mer Ziegfeld dancer, doing a per- 
sonal, and drawing nicely. Attempt 
is being made by Joe Fisher, man- 
ager of the house, to interest acts 
in Australia to return via Colomo 
with a stop-off here. 





‘SHANGHAI’ PROTEST VAIN 


Lima, Sept. 12. 

Governmental red tape almost 
held up the premiere of ‘Shanghai’ 
(Par), last week. Chinese Legation 
protested the showing of the pic- 
ture and assured the Peruvian gov- 
ernment that the film has been 
banned in several other sections of 
the world because it is allegedly 
derogatory to China. 

Cable to the State Department in 





Washington resulted in some more 
cabling to Lima, with the affair 
straightened out satisfactorily at 
the last minute. 

naborhood houses for special per- 
formances. 

Rochester: Little Theatre plays 
foreigns about every other week. 
Mostly German with an occasion- 
al Russian and Italian. All three 
languages do fairly well in nabe 
showings at the Empress, Palace 
and Cameo. 

Syracuscs Occasional Italian | 


and German films show up at the 
Avon or the Turn Hall, Italians are 


best, doing quite well at the b. o. 
Utica: Family tries to have} 
Italian films once a week. tialto 


plays some Germans. 

North Carolina—Carolina Theatre 
at Chapel Hill likes French films on 
occasion. 


North Dakota—C in Bis- 


Sapitol 


marck uses occasional French and 
German, though nothing exciting 
results. 

Ohio—Akron: Tivoli is the only 
foreign house here. 

Cincinnati: Erroneous’ impres- 
sion exists generally that this is| 
a ,preponderantly German city, 


which is not true. There are quite 
a number of Germans here, 


sufficient tc sustain the German film 


avalanche that has started here for | 
run | 


a while. Ufa is the best house, 
by Dr. Franz Witte, former editor of 
the local German daily. Does okay. 
The Grand (Erlanger), Europa and 


Cameo (Loews) tried foreigns With | 





“Three on a Match” for 
this 


none too happy results. 

Cleveland: Loew's Alhambra 
tried German and [Trench films, 
and didn’t do very well. Lyceum 
jnow shows German pictures three 
times a week and does turn-away 
| biz. Looks like a good spot here, 


| though public has been hurt by sev- 
eral previous badly managed at- 
tempts. Customers will have to be 
carefully coaxed back. 








| tribute a 


but in- | 


don't want to see gangster pictures 
in German. They can do that just 
as well or better in Hollywood, 
What the American audience asks 
in foreign films is native color and 
novelty and originality. 

‘Sous les Toits de Paris’ because 
of.its native French background 
meant something in box cffices on 
this side. There, are other similar 
examples. Dut the minute they 
wander from their home ground they 
lose out. 

‘It’s not only the Americans that 
ask for the native European color 
and background, but the Europeans 


resident in America. They want 
their memories revived. 
‘There was quite an important 


market in the United States for for- 
eign films. Almost before it got 
properly organized it began slip- 
ping. That doesn’t mean it's lost. 
There are still several hundred the- 
atres playing foreign films here and 
there could be more. But the Eu- 
ropean producers will have to be 
more careful about what they send 
over.’ 


BOOTLEG DOLLARS BIG 
ARGENTINE HEADACHE 


Buenos Aires, Sept. 1. 

Position here getting worse for 
show business, with month of Au- 
gust stated to be worst on record, 
worse than July, which was bad 
enough, and with takings less than 
the mid-summer month of February. 
Slight break in situation came with 
Government loosening up on ex- 
change, film firms getting a small 
percentage of what they want. Most 
film men have pesos piled up in 
banks here, with no possible outlet 
at present. New industry is boot- 
legging dollars. Every day dollar 
salesmen visit offices and offer exe 
change at a premium, but when it 
comes to brass tacks the deal's off, 
A few stray lots of dolars are 
around, with office managers pick- 
ing up what they can. 

Moving picture business here 
now consists of selling the product, 
exploiting it, and then lobbying 
government bureaus to get exe 
change to home offices. 








As for individual productions, 
nothing clicks, public seeming to 
have less and less cash and only 
to come out on week-ends, Takings 
;} about 50 pergent of last vear, if 
| that. 

Stratosphere Film 
Berlin, Sept. 1. 
The Deutsche Universal will dis- 


Professor 
expedition 


film made by 


Piccard during his last 


| into the stratosphere. 


Professor Piccard estimates that 
he has attained an altitude of 56,050 
feet, which is about a mile higher 


than he went on his first trip. 


Mandelstam to Paris 

Iiollywood, Sept. 12. 
Valentin Mandélstam, 
government representative 


Baron 
French 








Coldwater: Columbia uses occa- 
sional foreigns. 
Columbus: Southern uses Ger- 
mans for good results. RKO Ma- 
(Continued on page 74) 


at the studios, and who until re- 
cently was on studio payrolls as 
well, left yesterday (Thurs.) for 
Paris. 
He will return here in February. 
LION CO. ACTIVE? 
Munich, Sept. 1. 

A general meeting of the Leo Film 
A. G. will take place at Munich 
Sept. 16. 

Vote will be taken on a proposal 
to increase stock capital from $195,- 
239 to $238,095. 

This considerable increase is 
taken to indicate a stronger activity 
ef the undertaking in the future 
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French Makers’ 
Studied Spurt 
Ends Shortage 


Paris, Sept. 8. 

Shortage of pictures much feared 
a few months back, and acute dur- 
ing the summer because releases 
were held up, is not likely to last 
long. Apart from the fall releases, 
production is now active, and dis- 
tributorr anticipate that sufficient 
pictures will be on the market this 
winter to supply all exhibitors’ 
wants. 

Apart from the majors, Natan, 
G.F.F.A., Paramount, Osso and 
Haik, a considerable number of in- 
dies ‘have sprung up, and some of 
their films are even more ambitious 
than those of the majors. This is 
instanced by Comptoir Cinemato- 
graphique filming ‘King Pausole’ in 
French and English at a total cost 
of about $300,000, which is way be- 
yond the normal schedule here of 
$50,000 for French versions. 

Also Vandor Film is making ‘Don 
Quichotte’ in both English and 
French at an advertised cost of 
$400,000; but difficulties are antici- 
pated for the company as evidenced 
by already changing directors three 
times before shooting, and some in- 
decision in clarifying schedule. Last 
selected director is G. W. Pabst. 

Solid Financing 

Contrary to the usual method of 
sketchy . financing of production 
here, two companies have been es- 
tablished on a very sound basis. 
One is Compagnie du Cinema, or- 
ganized by Henri Ullman, formerly 
with Paramount, producing features 
for Fox local distribution. Ample 
c.pital has been raised. 

Another corporation has been or- 
ganized by Alexander Korda, with 
officés! in Paris and London, who 
will produce five features in Paris— 
first being ‘Coup de Vent’ by For- 
zano, with Raimu in the French 
version, and Menjou in the English 
version. In England, Korda’s com- 
pany will produce five pictures for 
Paramount, and six for Gaumont 
British, with English management 
under Roland Lee and Lagos Biro. 
Writing staff of the company in- 
cludes Wimpers, Eshway, Jeanson, 
etc. 

Elizabeth Bergner for the same 
company will make the German 
versions in London of two pictures 
under the direction of Czenner, 

Next French features will be 
"Train de 8:47,’ ‘Controlleur des 
Wagons Lits’—both popular come- 
dies. London financiers interested 
in the company include Captain 
Dixie, M. P., and Sutro. Korda him- 
self will direct the films, which he 
will make here in studios rented. 
Etienne Pallos, who had been con- 
nected with the Braunberger organ- 
ization, is managing the French end 
of the corporation. 

Only class of film which cannot 
be produced locally is Westerns, 
but Emile de Ruelle is over with 
the idea of dubbing some Hoot 
Gibsons, so as to fill this deficiency 
of production. 


METRO’S CARD INDEX OF 
FOREIGN STARS’ TESTS 


Berlin, Sept. 3. 

Metro-Goldwyn-Mayer’s casting 
manager, Ben Thau, has left for 
Vielina without having engaged any 
players here. Thau got in touch 
with many German film stars and 
had tests made by his cameraman, 
Feist. 

Thau’s intention seems to be to 
get a file of German film stars 
which will be completed at Holly- 
wood with other European film 
players. 

Negotiations are pending between 
the Hungarian film director, Geza 
von Belvary, and Metro, for engage- 
ment to Hollywood. 














Ufa Sold for Orient 


3erlin, Sept. 3. 
International Films, Ltd., of 
Shanghai, represented by F. C. Mil- 
lington, has purchased the total Ufa 
production for 1931-32 and that of 


the coming season for China, Man- | 


churia, Ilonekong and the Philip- 
pines. 

Deal ink films produced by 
Ufa in conjunction with Gaumont- 


British. 
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Norse Film Entente 


Stockholm, Eept. 2. 

Svenska films is stepping out 
with their first Norwegian version 
of one of their new season’s prod- 
uct. A troupe from Oslo has been 
brought over and will make a num- 
ber of versions for Norway if this 
proves a success, 

It is another mark of the big ef- 
forts being made by local producers 
to tie up the Scandinavian market 
and, it is believed, that a Danish 
company will also be brought up 
for Danish versions in the future. 


Pathe Head Finds Fair 
British-Mades Outsell 
U. S. Films in England 


American films have lost some of 
their customer prestige in England 
during the past year. A fair Brit- 
ish film can now get better grosses 
in Britain than a good American 
picture. That’s according to J. C. 
Jones, head of Pathe who is in New 
York to look over local conditions 
and possibly tie up for British dis- 
tribution of American independent 
product, 

‘Not since 1914,’ Mr. Jones says, 
‘have British films held the power 
in the U. K. market that they do 
today. Pathe, the oldest of the ex- 
isting film renters in Britain and 
one of the very first in the business, 
has watched the ebb and flow of 
business, so that we know. pretty 
well the background... And I can 
say quite sincerely that we (mean- 
ing British filmers) are stronger to- 
day than has been hoped for in 
years. 

‘This isn’t entirely due to the 
quota regulations, which, of course, 
helped. There’s just a general build- 
ing up of morale due to the fact 
that we learned to make pictures 
for our own market. While Holly- 
wood was worrying about making 
pictures for the world, we studied 
making pictures on a budget suf- 
ficient to our own market. We seem 
to have succeeded.’ 

Here, Mr. Jones felt he had to 
point out that his pride was largely 
a trade matter, since his own com- 
pany does not go in for production 
of feature films. 

‘There are several difficulties we 
find with American product,’ Mr. 
Jones pointed out. ‘Subjects are not 
always sufficiently carefully chosen. 
Your films are quite often too short. 
That’s one of the biggest worries 
from a renters’ standpoint. But 
most important probably is the fact 
that British producers today are 
making films of sufficient audience 
quality which, when linked up with 
the ‘buy home product’ spirit makes 
for good box office.’ 

Mr. Jones expects to remain in 
New York several weeks. 


TWO PLAYS BY SIERRA 
FOR FOX SPANISH PIX 


Hollywood, Sept. 12. 

Two plays by Martinez Sierra will 
be used as the basis of the two 
direct-shot Spanish pictures Sierra 
will make for Fox here, First will 
be ‘Spring in Autumn.’ Second is 
not yet determined. 

The Spanish playwright is writing 
dialog and will supervise filming of 
his first story. His wife, Catalina 
Barcena, will play the lead in both 
pictures. 

On the Fox direct shot program 
are also ‘The Last Man on Earth,’ 
for Raul Roulien, and ‘The Gypsy,’ 
for Jose Mojica. James Tinling 
will direct both. Studio is also 
preparing to dub ‘Chandu, the Ma- 
gician,’ in Spanish. 














German Exports Jump 
As Imports Fall Off 


Berlin, Sept. 3. 

Statistics for exports and imports 
of films into Germany for the past 
month show that exports have risen 
to 56,706,000 feet as compared with 
43,953,000 feet in May. 

Imports were only 
as compared 
May. 





Carstairs Back Home 


London, Sept. 3. 
Paddy Carstairs, son of Nelson 
Keys, returns to London early in 
September under writing contract 
to Associated Radio Pictures. 
He has completed some _ script 


work for Columbia in Hollywood. 








6,903,000 feet 
with 8,151,000 feet in 
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Berlin Theatre Taxes 
Far Below Estimates 


3erlin, Sept. 2. 


Estimates of the Berlin treasurer 
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Par Shaping ts Foreign Policies 


To Meet, Not Fight, Quota Imposts 





of the entertainment tax for the 
fiscal year April, 1932, to March, 
1933, amount to $2,266,190. 

During the four months, 


July, receipts amounted to $495,071) 
as against 


April- | 


an estimate of $755,238. 


French Town Cuts Tax | 
On Native-Made Ratio 


‘Foreign governments frame quota 
fand contingent laws from their own 
standpoints always The laws are 
intended to safeguard the various 


Sept. 3. 
French 


Paris, 


local industries. For outside or for- 


| _ Attempting to pie caer eign firms—such as American pic- 
ONE RIVAL: MECHO NEXT films, the mayor of provincial Bay- ture companies are in Europe—to 
? onne has abated the municipal tax to resent these laws is away from 
ae on pictures in the same proportion | .ommon sense and common facts 
Berli Sept. 3 an French, Peotage ts: Enemy the! Forei n rs must adapt themselves 
serlin, Sept. 3. ° ; : ; gners st ad: -mselves 
: picture houses in his town. . ; 

An agreement has been arrived and their plans to local laws and 
at between the new sound film pa- Bayonne itself is not important, | conditions. That applies to Euro- 
tent group, Kaesemann, and the| PUt local mayors in France, having/ neans in America and Americans 
Tobis interests. Kaesemann, the in-|C°™Siderable power within the city/in Furope. If we are hit more in 

° ? ; . s > * > ~ ; “yi ar | a “ 
ventor of a new patent-free appara- MICS, SUC n o oe if a" led . far | Europe than Europeans are hit here, 
> o ¥ ‘ ace f ries | A - om 
tus, seems to be one of the in, [Sts might damage American that is just our tough luck. 
yusiness. 


who actually would have presented 
a serious competition to Tobis. 
At present negotiations. are still | 


being carried on 
banker and producer, Haro von 
Peski, who with his patent group 


Mecho is operating with. a non-in- 
fringing on a sound recording ap- 
paratus. : 

In spite of statements to the con- 
trary on both sides chances for an 
agreement with Tobis also exist as 
regards the Mecho group. 


Still No Canada Fi 
o Canada Film 
Tariff Action Hinted 
Ottawa, Sept. 12. 

The film trade of Canada is en- 
joying a between-season’s rest in 
the matter of legislative activities— 
what with the Imperial Economic 
Conference a thing of the past and 
the opening.of Canadian Parliament 
still a month away. It will be the 
middle of October before the film 
brigade knows what the new taxes 
are to be—if any. 

Government officials are working 
on the agenda for the coming ses- 
sion, and whether there will be any 
measure directly affecting picture 
distributors or exhibitors or not is 
not known and probably will not 
be ascertained until Parliament acts. 
There never has been a leak with 
regard to Federal tax or tariff pro- 
posals. 

In the meantime, Prime Minister 
R. B. Bennett is on vacation in Al- 
berta, his old stamping ground. 


Ufa Stock for Sale? 


Berlin, Sept. 3. 

From well informed sources it is 
reported a strong tendency prevails 
within the Deutsche Bank to. sell 
its Ufa stocks, representing a ma- 
jority. 

The total block of shares held by 
the bank is said to amount to about 
$5,000,000 in face value. 


GUETTA HOME, ILL 
Hollywood, Sept. 12. 

In ill health, Rene Guetta writer 
on French syncs at Metro, will re- 
turn to Paris this week. 

Sudio is paying him in full al- 
though his contract has_ several 
weeks to run. 














with the Dutch | U’s German Production 


Of 12 Set; Friedland 


Now Commands Field 


Berlin, Sept. 12. 

Universal is building a -much 
bigger organization here than was 
at first suspected, with the outlook 
now that the American company 
will shortly be started in a quite 
important production project. 

Max Friedland, who was recenily 
appointed to head the local com- 
pany in place of Al. Szeckler, it de- 
velops, is actually in charge of all 
Europe for U and working pretty 
much as a separate entity from the 
American Universal Co. First hint 
of what was in line was given when 
he called a European conclave of 
all Universal men on the Conti- 
nent. All met in Berlin and were 
given hints as to what was in store. 

Instead of producing only three 
pictures, as was at first announced, 
Universal will probably do eight to 
twelve films here during the com- 
ing year. Paul Kohner is head of 
the ‘production end, with the first 
two picture already in work. What 
the other pictures will be is not 
certain, but probable that they will 
be in German and English versions, 
though the German language will ve 
primarily employed. 

If any French versions are made 
they will be made in Paris by a 
subsidiary company. 


‘Tonight’ with Titles; 
Talk Out for Italy 


Hollywood, Sept. 12. 


Paramount’s music and _= sync 
staffs are busy on ‘Love Me To- 
night,’ for which they're providing 
an entire musical score for Italy. 
English dialog is banned in Italy 
and Par feels that dubbing for that 
country is too expensive, hence the 
complete musical score plus cut-in 
Italian titles. : “a 

Picture’s already being about 80% 
musical is helping considerably. 
Same orchestra playing in the film 
originally has been assigned to the 
work of filling in. 























| Me Tonight” on the scree 























| Osso, 


| cus,’ ‘Cuban Love Song,’ 
| ple Tower.’ 


| McDonald Possible 


This is the opinion of Jos. Seidel- 
man, head of Paramount's foreign 
department, who has just returned 
from a several month’s European 
survey. He visited every impor- 
tant capital in Europe and set plans 


|for his company’s activities abroad, 


Fit Local Situations 

‘Paramount will attempt in every 
European and world spot to fit its 
program around local conditions,’ 
Mr. Seidelman said. ‘In France the 
Joinville plant will go ahead on full 
scale. The staff has, of course, been 
trimmed down to what we hope is 
a paying basis, but we will produce 
about 12 pictures there in the next 
six months, all in French. Besides 
that there will be a number of 
American films dubbed there and a 
few Spanish films are probable. 

‘In England we will go ahead 
with the arrangement set with Brit- 
ish and Dominion, who are to make 
all our required quota films. The 
B. & D. distribution deal with 
United Artists doesn’t interfere with 
our arrangement, the films B. & D, 
is making for us not bearing the 
official B. & D. stamp. 

‘Germany is the hardest problem 
for the moment. We are waiting 
for developments there. My § per- 
sonal impression is that there will be 
more. serious political consequences 
in that country than, have yet been 
seen. The new quota law in Ger- 
many is the toughest of all and 
makes producing or showing Amer- 
ican films there pretty hard. Ger- 
many never was a good market for 
U.S. films even at the best. Maybe 
the smart thing is to stay away. 
We haye. some possible moves here 
in mind, but prefer to wait for a 
while yet and see what happens.’ 

General conditions in Europe, 
Seidelman says, are not. bad. 

‘Engiand and France,’ he _ says, 
‘impressed me as being in pretty 
fair shape and facing a definite up- 
turn. Germany is in very bad shape 
in every way, with the political 
muddle uppermost, of course, Swee 
den and seme of those other northe 
ern countries are also in exception. 
ally bad shape, but as a general 
thing, speaking fof the entire Con- 
tinent a feeling of optimism seems 
to prevail.’ 


FRENCH FILMS EASING 
INTO INDIAN MARKETS 


Calcutta, Aug. 9. 

Mons. E. Levy, representative in 
the East for La Societe Des Films 
Paris, is making his head- 
quarters at the Taj Mahal Hotel, 
Bombay. He has six of these with 
him, 75% silent and 25% talker, 
Titles are English. 

The first film released in India, 
‘Un Soir de Raffle’ (‘Night Raid’), 
has been very successful at the 
Empire, Bombay. 

The proprietors of the New Em- 
pire, Caleutta, are specializing in 
British pictures from September, 
and after a first showing there will 
distribute throughout India, Burma 
and Ceylon the products of British 
International Pictures, Elstree. 

Current films in Calcutta are 
‘Careless Lady,’ ‘Plunder,’ ‘The Bee 
loved Bachelor,’ ‘Polly of the Cire 
and ‘Teme 


Fox Rep in Australia 


Harry McDonald, former RKO 
divisional manager in Boston, may 
go to Australia for Fox as that 


company's rep on the operating end 


- " a of Hoyt Theatres 
. , ; , There had been recurre rumors 
ROUBEN MAMOULIAN of Fox's probable pulling away from 
Director of “Porgy,” “Marco Millions,” “Wings Over Europe” and| Hoyts. But that the company is 
| other productions on the stage. thinking of sending McDonald there 
Director of “Applause,” “City Streets, Jekyl and Hyde ind “Love | tends to quash the pullaway re- 


| ports. 
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IS DUPLICATING IN NEW 
YORK ITS SUCCESS IN MORE 
THAN 50 CITIES THROUGH- 
OUT THE COUNTRY WHERE [aaa “a. i 
ATTENDANCE RECORDS HAVE \(eR. Gl 
BEEN SMASHED. 
2 7 ae 

BROADWAY A BLAZE O'GLORY AS 
“THE BIRD’ SWEEPS TO NEW TRIUMPHS! 


...a flaming pageant of forbidden love! 
... White man...native girl...caught in the 





ee ae 
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te 


torrid drama of life on a moon-drenched 
isle as the raging god in the Mountain 
sunders the earth, splits the skies and 
’ hurls the seas to a bottomless pit because 





they broke the savage taboo! A glorious 
revel in unforgettable thrills! 
e 
WITH 


DOLORES DEL RIO 
JOEL McCREA 


John Halliday Creighton Chaney 
Richard “Skeets” Gallagher Bert Roach 


RKO 

















Se ¢ «6: From the Matchless 
<x ; Stage Production by 
aa 4 scegijawe — Richard Walton Tully 
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With TOM BROWN 
and Rochelle Hudson 


Sugar Coated? Hell, No! It’s Real! Brutal and 
True! The clank of leg irons!..the swish of the 
snake whip. . the crack of rifle shots aimed at 
men with targets on their backs! Drama big as 
Life itsélf, this blistering story of the Chain 
Gangs and of a man with hell in his heart, 
death in his powerful arms .. and a girl, wait= 
ing, praying for his return. You will say, “CAN 
THIS BE AMERICA?” - 


DAVID O. SELZNICK DIRECTED BY ROWLAND BROWN 


Executive Producer 
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Its. a Red Hot Smash! 


NOTHING HAS EVER HIT 
THIS INDUSTRY LIKE | 
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ai: TRACY Available right now- 
EVALYN KNAPP-EUGENE PALLETTE Play it at ONCE — 
BARBARA WEEKS-WARREN HYMER GO after it fora 
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OKAY AMERICA 


Universal production and release, starring 
Yew Ayres, and featuring Maureen O'Sulli- 
van, Directed by Tay Garnett from story 
and adaptation by William Anthony Mc- 
Guire. Continuity by Scott Pembroke; cam- 
era, Arthur Miller. Running time, 80 min- 
utes; at the Paramount, N, Y., week com- 
mencing Sept. 9. 






CAG Pe nb.o ns tacshee ces cece Lew Ayres 
See Maureen O'Sullivan 
Mileaway Rosso...........+.. Louis Calhern 
CIEG Teel ce scesccocecsecs Walter Catlett 
SOMME nh atcc at hs0066uSeeececd Allan Dinehart 
PN AP Perr Pree Edward Arnold 
SORT IIS 5 KOE 3s 0 ccctdaceceoce Rollo Lloyd 
Ruth Drake@.c.sssccccees Margaret Lindsay 
a ae Sen ccccedeseccesec Wallis Clarke 
PL Tonos cdekene wens Nance O'Neill 
Osea dco cesccnnteb ba Frederic Burton 
Commissioner. ...cccccccvece Frank Sheridan 
Mrs. Wright........ ..-Marjorie Gateson 
OSS PP: ...-Henry Armetta 
ra ee -George Dow Clark 
Jerry Robbins....... .»-Emerson Treacy 
EAE ob ginko 4e500s6 nabe'na Ruth Lyons 
Oc hei cnedescebecscts Berton Churchill 
NES a aR Frank Darien 
Also Onslow Stevens, James Flavin, Al 


Hall, William Daly, Neely Edwards, Caryl 
Lincoln, the Three Cheers, the Bluettes, 
@nd Everett Hoagland’s Band. 


A lightweight picture. Ayres is 
stilted as the columnist and, follow- 
ing #W inchellesque personations by 
Fairbanks, Jr., in ‘Love Is a Racket,’ 
Cortez in ‘Is My Face Red?’ and 
most notably, the corking perform- 
ance by Lee Tracy in ‘Blessed 
Event,’ not only does Ayres suffer 
in comparison, personally, but the 
sum total is eclipsed. by what has 
preceded it, particularly the last 
preceded it, 

‘Okay America,’ with perhaps the 
best picture title of any of them, is 
a sluggisa proceeding at best. Mc- 
Cuire, the author, sought to cram in 
everything, including the Lindbergh 
kidnapping—in this case it’s a cabi- 
nei member’s daughter—and the 
Capone mob’'s bargaining with the 
President of the United States, 
along with the usual underworld 
and mob stuff. It's too much for 
one picture. 

What almost every film maker has 
lost sight of, in this columnist cycle, 
seems to have been the necessity to 
concisely characterize this new 
journalistic upstart. Wither he’s a 
snooping buttinsky whom everybody 
resents, or there should be some 
script compromise for his nosiness, 
for benefit of box office sympathy. 
In an endeavor to too literally ad- 
here to what is believed to be the 
authentic, real-life columnist’s ex- 
istence, his becomes a vacillating, 
chameleon-like character of many 
hues and moods. 

The actual Broadway columnist 
is a more or less innocuous person. 
If he becomes involved in too much 
hot water with the ‘mob,’ he knows 
what to forget, or else. After all, 
in a city like New York, it’s the 
mob that dominates in the ‘control 
ot most of the spots where congre- 
gate the personalities who make copy 
tor the town’s gossipers. Stepping 
on the corns of any pseudo-ritz 
playbcy or girl is fraught with none 
of the headaches entailed in cross- 
ing the mob, and, with perhaps one 
exception in the past, all the col- 
unynizers know where to draw the 
line. 

The snooping and the chit-chat 
that is the supposed whyfore and 
wherefore of the new type of col- 
umnist is in the main innocuous, for 
all the propaganda to the contrary. 
It's chiefly concerned with public- 
ity-hungry or seeking personalities, 
and with the stock few about whom 
almost anything can be said, and 
who, by that very fact alone, have 
been blown up into names that look 
good in print. 

However, under Hollywood influ- 
ence, inspired in a measure by the 
easiern ‘dramatic and fiction slant 
on the central character, the Win- 
chell type of colmunist is a hybrid, 
at times a cross between a Rover 
Boy and Deadshot Dick who always 
gets his man, or, when the situa- 
tion warrants, a rascal who stops at 
nothing to tear reputations to 
shreds. 

That's the rather vague hue given 
Ayres’ characterization of Larry 
Wayne, and jus as uncertainly col- 
ored by the player. At first he’s alto- 
gether dull, although something a 
softie in suppressing one story, and 
at the same time an egoistic by-liner 
who ribs his city editor and is surly 
to his m. e., Knowing he has a four- 
year contract and nurturing a yearn 
to tie up elsewhere. That detail, too, 
is so peculiar to one or two indi- 
vidual columnists that it’s not illus- 
trative of the field and, what’s most 
important, for cinema-dramatic 
purposes, it only confuses the whole. 

Not much disguise at the Winchell 
thing, with the ‘Okay America’ salu- 
tation and WEF the station in lieu 
of the NBC’s major link, WEAF. 

Once the story gets under way, 
it’s all rather fantastic. Ayres hands 
out buck tips like a drunken sailor 
and is slipped hand- and type-writ- 





ten messages surreptitiously by 
cigaret girls, hat checkers and other 
stooges. 


His bucking a tough mob, plus the 
cevelopment of this theme, which 
takes him into their stronghold and 
up against the Big Fellow (an ob- 
vious Capone suggestion), plus the 
hactering for the girl’s release, after 
$100,000 had been paid over, is one 
of those Hollywoodish scenario 
nightmares. Once the verities are 








assailed, it’s difficult to reconcile tie 
‘ittle good that preceded it, or wha’ 
follows. Let one false note of im- 
rlausiblity creep into a script anc 
it'll tear down the entire structure 
zor that phase is the keystone of th 
whole. Such is the case in hand. 


Maureen O'Sullivan as the moon- 
ing, wide-eyed sec, is rather sappy, 
offsetting the several good impres- 
sions she has given of herself ir 
recent releases. This ‘un sets her 
back to almost her innocuous Fox 
novitiate days. Ayres is vapid and 
with the negative impression of 
what should be the two principal 
sympathetic characters, goes an in- 
verse stance to the rest of it. 


The proposition of the columnist 
going to the White House to barter 
with the President of the U. S. to 
ease up on the Big Fellow on Fed- 
eral indictments in exchange for 
the kidnapped girl's release, cannot 
even be whitewashed by the Amer- 
ican flag speech it prompts—to wit, 
‘tell those hoodlums that the sacred 
eevernment of the United States 
will never be party to or barter with 
criminals of that calibre,’ etc., and 
that ‘we have other forces to drive 


“li such undesirables out of this 
ccuntry.’ 
Garnett, the director, did all he 


could with a script that lacked in- 
trinsic punch and power of convic- 
tion, 

Film, at the Pacamount, on 
Proadway, needs all the stage show 
strensth possible. Abel, 


Blondie of the Follies 


M-G-M production and release. Starring 
Marion Davies and featuring Robert Mont- 
gomery. Direction, Edmund Goulding; con- 








tinuity, Frances Marion; dialog, Anita 
Loos; photography, George Barnes. At the 
Capitol, N. Y., week Sept. 2, Running 
time, 91 mins. 

BIOMENG ons icacreveccccccrgeve Marion Davies 
EMUEP tte ctcccccosveccce Robert Montgomery 
LiOtEIO. cocccvcccccccscsecs deuceate Billie Dove 
pS SEPA TTSTT ETT TT Te Jimmy Durante 
i ID Soh evec caccedbans James Gteason 
OPED. c wre cccccccccesecebesecese Zasu Pitts 
PWD. casesccvcddcsgdcccessecens Sidney Toler 
Murchenson....+-...+6+. Dougiass Dumbrille 
Ma McClune....... eocccccees Sarah Padden 
WE CUMOMRR. Fic cree tecgscacves Louise Carter 





Instead of the sock rating it might 
have attained, ‘Blondie’ will have to 
be content with so-so returns, just 
about on the good side, in the major- 
ity of theatres it plays. While on 
straight merit it wavers at the edge 
of non-profit, there are accompany- 
ing elements that ought to shove 
the picture over the line and into 
the profit class. 

Marion Davies’ long established 
following still is sizeable and the 
names of Robert Montgomery, Billie 
Dove and Jimmy Durante in the 
cast should mean something; plac- 
ing marquee quality first among the 
angles in ‘Blondie’s’ favor. An ex- 
tremely attractive title, promising 
much in the way of entertainment, 
rates with the names if not above 
them as a likely b. o. stimulator. 
Also of exploitation value wherever 
rendered, this talker is getting the 
gustomary lavish help in the Hearst 
papers. Latter may mean extra at- 
tention, but it can’t be given all 
over, so ‘Blondie’ is the type of film 
that will show wide variance in its 
grosses in different localities, Where 
that extra plug is missing, so will 
that extra attention be missing. 


Durante is rushed into a house 
party scene for his first and only 
appearance after the picture has 
gone 70 minutes. That’s the best 
evidence that this picture’s big 
weakness was analyzed by the pro- 
ducers. The question, however, is 
whether after making the analysis, 
the studio carried through with the 
proper treatment, In the five min- 
utes that Durante is on, his Barry- 
more-Garbo takeoff with Miss Da- 
vies easily becomes the bright spot 
on the picture. On the other hand, 
it. accentuates the talker’s inherent 
slowness of pace. The 70 minutes 
up ahead are draggy, whiie the 15 
following are none too speedy in 
comparison with the Davies-Durante 
bit, either. In a livelier film this 
scene would hardly stand out in 
such clear relief. The result is a 
break for the one scene, against a 
handicap for the picture as a whole. 


At the Capitol ‘Biondie’ goes 91 
minutes. When the film moves 
slowly, like this one, that extra 
footage hurts. ‘Blondie’ isn't padded 
out; it’s just flatfooted. 


The story is simply the rise of 
two New York girls of the poor 
class to ‘Follies’ girl status, their 
temporary enjoyment of the luxuri- 
ous fancy living and then their re- 
turn to normalcy. At least one of 
them settles down to domestic bliss. 
The other’s windup isn’t clarified, 
but it doesn’t make much difference. 


Quite simple, and frequently told 
just as. simply. Sometimes too 
simple. 

It won't kill the popular belief 


that most ‘Follies’ gals grab off 
millionaires when matrimony calls, 
because Blondie (Miss Davies) gets 
her man, and he appears to have 
plenty. But the story must be pre- 
depresh because her boy friend does 
nothing but dabble in the market, 
yet he still holds heavy at the finish. 

Situations are scarce, forcing the 
story to progress in slow fashion 
toward a natural climax. Chief situ- 
ation is love rivalry: between the 
two girl pals, with Blondie finally 
winning out. They open fighting on 
the stairs of their tenement home 


eed 
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Miniature Reviews 


‘Okay America’ (U). Bit late 
for a columnist story and suf- 
fering tn comparison to its 
predecessors. Ayres and O’Sul- 
livan also lacking in lodestone. 

‘Blondie .of .the .Follies’ 
(Metro). Marion Davies back- 
stage picture that fails to ful- 
fill promise of the title. Not 
bad, but not very good, with 
chances that it will just about 
get by. Length and slow pace 
the drawbacks. 

‘Bird of Paradise’ (Radio). 
The old _ tropical romance 
nicely done. A _ strong per- 
formance by Dolores Del Rio 
of a standard part. Joel Mc- 
Crea has matinee idol possi- 
bilities. Spectacular and fine 
scenic surroundings lend 
punch to peppy romance. O.K, 
for the main stem stands and 
a natural for general release 
for the lesser spots, 


‘The Crash’ (-N). A lame 
and stumbling story which will 
get little beyond the personal 
following of Ruth Chatterton, 
its star. George Brent, her 
new husband, heads support, 
lending release some topical 
interest for the women. Stun- 
ning clothes will help, but gen- 
erally it’s a weak sister. 

‘Big City Blues’ (WB). Not 
eligible for fast company, with 
both story and lack of strong 
names against it. Joan Blon- 
dell and Eric Linden featured. 


‘Fast Companions’ (U). Well 
made race track comedy. Good 
enough for some of the A the- 
atres. Plenty of laughs and an 
unusual thread in the story. A 
cinch entertainer for the minor 
houses. 

‘Santa’ (Mexican). First 
Mexican made by and for 
Mexicans. Technically very 
poor and story sloppy from 
U. S. standpoint, but undoubt- 
edly good b. o. stuff for Span- 
ish markets, 

‘Zwei Herzen und Ein Schlag’ 
(Ufa). Excellent German musi- 
cal and the best Lilian Harvey 
picture to date, Not too com- 
plicated for non « German 
speaking audiences, though 
they may not get the gags. 
Sure b. o. where Germans are 
to be found. 














and the same situation is repeated 
with new trimmings three or four 
times. Gradually it loses its kick. 
Final scrap is over the same fellow 
in a crack-the-whip ensemble num- 
ber of the show. Blondie is on the 
end and Lottie lets go accidentally 
on purpose, hurling Blondie into the 
orchestra pit. Fram. where the 
scene was photographed it looked 
like a musician got hurt, if any- 
body, but it’s Blondie who's crippled. 
The docs say she'll be all right at 
the finish, which takes the sting out 
of a sad semi-climax to a sort of 
femme Flagg-Quirt friendship. 

Misses Davies and Dove are both 
real life ‘Follies’ grads, so their 
backstage conduct in this picture 
probably is authentic. Of the two 
Miss Dove is more the show girl 
type in looks and manner. Her 
rather unsympathetic role is a de- 
parture for Miss Dove, who has be- 
come accustomed to the lead her- 
self, but she makes the change with- 
out effort and*turns in a good per- 
formance. As usual Miss Davies is 
best in her few comedy chances, but 
on the whole this try is under par 
for her, 


Of the men, Montgomery has no 
competish, with both girls chasing 
him and nobody eise all the way up 
to the finish. No flaws in his han- 
dling of the playboy assignment. 
Like Miss Dove, Jimmy Gleason was 
also forced to turn about in a role 
that’s unfamiliar for him in pic- 
tures, and also quite a switch for 
the audience, As the father of 
Blondie, he’s sent out after sym- 
pathy instead of the usual laughs. 
Gleason is a real trouper, which 
makes the change a cinch for him, 
but there’s always the chance that 
audiences will be waiting for a 
laugh from him. They won't get it 
in ‘Blondie.’ 

Apparenily the production's basic 
slowness, precluding chances for 
speeding things up in any other 
way, forced the insertion of the 
Durante interlude at the tail end. 
It does help, but the sagacity in 
tossing a potential star picture 
comedian and draw into a spot like 
that is questionable. This is the 
second such incident involving Du- 
rante. They slipped him into ‘The 
Wet Parade’ previously on a re- 
make, It makes Durante the champ 
pinch hitter of the Metro lot, for he 
got on base both times, But it 
looks like waste, besides taking 
chances on injuring valuakte film 
talent by catch-as-catch-can spot- 
ting. 

There was no stinting on the pro- 


duction end, while between them the 
Misses Davies and Dove, especially 
the latter, show enough new duds 
to catch the feminine eye. Picture 
looks good at all times without al- 
ways playing that way. 

At the Capitol ‘Blondie’ is running 
with a $19,000 stage show of stage 
and radio names. Tor that reason 
the New York figure cannot be taken 
as criterion on the picture either 


way. Bige. 
BIRD OF PARADISE 
Radio production and release. Directed 


by King Vidor. Featuring Dolores Del Rio 
and Joel McCrea, Based upon the famous 
stage play of the same name by Richard 
Walton Tully. Adapted by Wells Root. 
Additional dialog by Leonard Praskins and 
Wanda Tuchock, Musical score by Max 
Steiner Camera, Clyde DeVinna. Assist- 
ant directors, Lucky Humberstone and Fred 
Fleck. At the Mayfair, New York, com- 
mencing Sept. 9. Running time, 80 minutes. 


Dns os ss kaeeknndctantes Dolores Del Rio 
Semnny Waker. .cccccveccecsess Joel McCrea 
IE ART at eee John Halliday 
MOOR 0550 cccbaccenees Creighton Chaney 


2” ar Richard ‘Skeets’ Gallagher 


OO SS ae Sa: Bert Roach 
ED PEM. o va Sehnndecreewerecves beisone Pukui 
MeGigeme MaOwii.csccccce Agostino Borgato 
Old Native Woman........... Sophie Ortego 





The old Richard Walton Tully 
stage perennial stands the test of 
time remarkably well. It stands the 
test equally of the innumerable 
South Seas pictures that have been 
done since its stage production way 
back yonder, although the belated 
screen version will by no manner of 
means equal the furor of its foot- 
light presentation. It will just make 
a moderately successful picture, but 
no sensation. 

In the intervening years the pic- 
tures have taken the edge off tropi- 
cal romance. The pioneer in that 
fleld comes as an afterthought. Pic- 
ture’s production quality is first 
rate. It was canny move to give it 
a spectacular twist and soft pedal 
the more serious stage angle deal- 
ing with the unfitness of a child of 
nature for civilization. 


Outside of its romantic side, the 
Subject’s greatest asset is the truly 
fine performance of Dolores Del Rio 
as the savage princess Luana, a role 
made to order for this electric young 
Mexican, and one that will go down 
in the archives as among the best 
things she has ever done. That and 
the possibilities for spicy billing are 
enough to put the picture over. 

On the romantic side the punch 
of the Del Rio performance is ad- 
mirably supplemented by the play- 
ing of the stalwart Joel McCrea, 
handsome young giant of the 
Johhny Weismuller order, who plays 
simply and with natural grace a 
romantic role that has been tested 
by the years for its basic appeal. 

Spectacular side of the produc- 
tion has received handsome treat- 
ment by Vidor. Possibilities for 
stunning tropical Hawaiian scenery 
have been realized to the fullest. 
In like manner the screen possibili- 
ties of the hula as a screen display 
have been employed. Miss Del Rio’s 
version of the stimulating South 
Seas calisthentics will be the sub- 
ject of much talk hither and yon. 


Adaptation is a workmanlike job. 
Story gets into motion promptly by 
a strictly camera technique, as dis- 
tinguished from its stage original. 
Scene is aboard a pleasure yacht 
carryinug a group of Americans on 
a jaunt, with one of the amateur 
skippers driving the ship under full 
canvas in a stiff wind through a 
tricky channel into an atoll. Camera 
angles give a stirring passage full 
value. 

Yacht comes safely to anchor and 
the natives come out to greet it, 
opening the story neatly. Use of 
the American party is neatly worked 
for purposes of contrast and also as 
a literary scheme to provide the 
contrast for the romantic situation. 
John Halliday does another of his 
impeccable bits, and ‘Skeets’ Galla- 
gher contributes a neat juve type. 

Ceremonials of the natives are 
used to serve the purpose of spec- 
tacle, notably the passage given over 
to tribal dances which are emphat- 
ically very oo-la-la in the wild 
abandon of the hula girls and the 
not less eloquent wriggles of the 
men Kanakas., Wholesale love- 
making of these natives gives the 
sequence plenty of punch, with Miss 
Del Rio, an eyeful of undraped sym- 
metry, occupying the center of the 
picture. 

Another neatly handled sequence 
early in the action has the two 
lovers disporting in the sea, much 
of the footage being under-water 
shots of their trim figures innocent 
of coverings. 

Screen treatment is wise in de- 
voting itself principally to the de- 
velopment of the artless romantic 
angle and merely suggesting in the 
sketchiest way .the bizarre native 
superstition which ultimately parts 
the lovers—the native belief that 
Luana is the ‘bride of Peli,’ the vol- 
cano, and, when the mountain be- 
comes active, demands that she be 
sacrificed to appease its diety. 

Picture follows the unhappy en¥%- 
ing of the play, but treats it in a 
rather remote way, and not with the 
same emphasis which the stage ver- 
sion used it for a crudely theatrical 
climax. Effect is an improvement. 

South Seas romances are timeless 
and staple, and this one, which pio- 
neer the subject, is still one of its 
hest. 


to prosper 
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Zwei Herzen und Ein 


Schlag 


(‘Two Hearts That Beat as One’) 
(GERMAN MADE) 
(With Songs) 
Ufa production. Leo Brecher release for 
Stars Lilian Harvey and features 
Wolf Albach-Retty. Supervision, Guenthe: 


Stapenhorst; @irection, Wilhelm Thiele 
scenario, Franz Schulz, from the play by 
Birabeau and Dolley; photography. Carl 
Hoffman; music, Jean Gilbert. At the Lit- 
tie Carnegie, N. Y., on grind run, beginning 
Sept. 8. Running time, 80 minutes. 

Ti eptithecheand Wed eae wee Lilian Harvey 
Wel a0 }on0860% batuecces Wolf Albach-Retty 
BORE BBO. 606 cease eccecnsess Rosa Valetti 
ee MIN 0665 6bd4¢0b00 60004 Kurt Lilien 
Duke d'Auribeau..........+- Otto Wallburg 
Ds TRBURGT co os v.cctecescceees Herman Blass 





A splendid German musical, per- 
haps the best of the Lilian Harvey 
features to date, and almost certain 
box office in German territory. For 
a change the Germans take a hand 
at high comedy here, and do it well, 
the usual elephantine pace being 
conspicuous by its absence and the 
usual Teutonic fluffiness being suffi- 
ciently down to earth to get solid 
laughs. 

There’s not a great deal of sub- 
stance to the story, but it’s nicely 
handled throughout. Miss Harvey 
is Jenny Mueller, cabaret girl with 
opera ambitions. She goes down- 
stairs to get her handsome young 
hubby’s breakfast and fails to come 
back, her aunt going along with her 
to nurse the ambition. Couple years 
later she’s almost made the grade 
and is about to be engaged to a 
marquis, so she wants a divorce. 
Hubby, now a waiter in a hotel, 
won't give it to her, and the rest of 
the film consists of attempts on her 
part to coax him into treating her 
cruelly as grounds for a divorce. 
By the time he gives in, of course, 
she doesn’t want a divorce any 
more. 

Whoever is responsible for the 
situations and dialog has done a 
splendid job, and Miss Harvey's 
miming helps no little. She still 
makes faces and moues a bit too 
often for everybody’s happiness, but 
you can’t help liking her. Wolf 
Albach-Retty is new (or seems to 
be) to pictures. He's never ap- 
peared opposite Miss Harvey, at any 
rate, but is altogether okay. He's a 
handsome lad that knows how to 
sing and dance. Rosa Valetti as the 
crabby aunt turns in an excellent 
performance, and Otto Walburg as 
the Duke is more exaggerated than 
necessary, perhaps, but gets more 
laughs than he ever has before. He's 
a fat fellow with a funny manner- 
ism of sputtering his words in a 
ludicrous manner. Probably among 
the first half dozen comics in Ger- 
many today. fy 

Music is excellent though no out- 
standing songs. One tune, a fox 
trot, may catch on. Photography 
and direction first rate, thorngh no 
attempt at trick angles. Kawuf. 


THE CRASH 


First National production and _ release, 
starring Ruth Chatterton, featuring George 
Directed by 








Brent, her new husband. 

William Dieterle. Made from Larry Bar- 
ratto’s novel, and first called ‘Children 
of Pleasure.’ Cameraman, Ernest Haller. 
At the Roxy, New York, Sept. 8 Rune 
ning time, 59 mins, 

De. ce veckscteeavnseenen Ruth Chatterton 
GOOM. .cccccccccecivcccveccess eorge Brent 
Ronmle, .occoccccs pdeceobMees Paul Cavanagh 
DORARES. occ ccecss je ccocegee Barbara Leonard 
John Fair... cccscccscessess Henry Kolker 
Marcia Peterson........ PrYvir.. Lois Wilson 
BO so i v2 covers sete eeeeees+- 1 Van Simpson 
Esther Parrish...... cocerveces Helen Vinson 
ASEMEP, 2c cvn's eee as 
Landlady........ sseeeeesees- Edith Kingdon 
Frank Parrish....... aoee ee Richard Tucker 
NOGING, 6.00 cccccies ... Virginia Hammond 





This is the first of the Warner 
pictures involved in the product deal 
for the Roxy. A weak picture, its 
principal merit is that it at least 
commands the personal foHowing of 
Ruth Chatterton, which will be at- 
tracted to the Cathedral while they 
might pass up the star in a lesser 
stand. 

‘The Crash’ may arouse mild in- 
terest among femme fans, but for 
others it makes dull entertainment. 
It’s an ambling narrative of how a 
parasitic wife with philandering 
habits reacted to the stock market 
panic. It ends about where it be- 
gan, at both of. which points it is 
indefinite and in the meanwhile it 
meanders vaguely. Admirers of 
Miss Chatterton will find in her 
playing nothing to add to her pres- 
tige. Indeed, as a part, it is prin- 
cipally distinguished by an impres- 
sive parade of sumptuous clothes 
and little else. Georre Brent's role 
is still less attractive. 

Picture release is timely anyhow, 
coming on the heels of the Chat- 
terton-Brent nuptials and the Chat- 
terton divorce, which was abun- 
dantly aired in the public prints. 
Circumstance that Brent has the 
lead opposite his bride may be, the 
occasion of a flutter of feminin>? in- 
terest, although at the Roxy open- 
ing Thursday evening attendance 
didn’t promise much in this direc- 
tion, 

Seems reasonable to look for the 
picture to bring indifferent returns 
and go down in the records as an 
in-and-out Chatterton, which means 
less than that star’s average, but 
better than the run of program mae 
terial, due to her marquee potene- 
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50 men risked bloody death to 
make sure YOU wouldn’t risk a 
penny when you bought “Tiger 
Shark!’’ The most ferocious 
animal action of the year, in 








$) we ae "i a setting never filmed before! 

. ls 2 hee at The jungle holds no terrors 

WHITE BELLIED. .<) 23,° ee Be law. | en tL like these bloodthirsty white- 
CANNIBALS! 4.47 7/4 eee yo Vek E a) ae bellied cannibals of the sea! 


“One of the thrills of your 
life.’’— M. P. Herald Preview 





**Packed with punches.’’ 
— Variety Preview 




















“LIFE BEGINS” 


now in 3rd week on B’way— 


“BLESSED EVENT” 


capacity in 2nd B’way week— 


“THE CRASH” 


off to flying start at Roxy— Bae 


and now = — 


WARNER BROS'@)1932-33 | 


What a line-up... What a season... What a company! 
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N o-it’s not “The face on 
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Our trailers are not made up of the scrap 


material Gig srr liciaut: picture has been 


cut. National Screen Service trailers show 


“actual footage from the feature itself! 


Those. talking scenes your audiences see 
and hear —those little flashes from the 
heart of the picture that thrill your patrons 
with their big moments, and tease them 
with the promise of other thrills to come 
—those appetite-creating scenes you get 
in National Screen"trailers are picked with 
utmost care from the entire length of the 
feature advertised; and picked with a 


a 
au 


Showmanship is the guiding principal in 
making this choice —showmanship that 
will bring results at your box-office 


_through increased ticket sales. 


A Message 
from the Makers 
of the World’s 


Finest Trailers 


N ational Screen ‘Ad-V 
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Trailers build business! You can prove it 


—check your audiences! 
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National - 
lok a-¥-Sal 
Service 





Ad-Vance Trailers 
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ance Trailers are your first aid to better business! : 


National Screen trailers 
give your patrons fair 
samples of the picture to 
come—and give them in 
suchaway astocreatede- 
sire to see the advertised 
feature. Trailer cost is a 
trivial cost in operation. 
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TEAR your town wide open for this exploitation. 
pushover. HERE’S what you’ve got. A 62 STATION 
broadcast blanketing your town to set you for a 
smash opening. LOCAL tie-ups with thousands of 
distributors of Beech-Nut products in the East and 
White King Soap in the West. COMPANIES that 
spent a fortune in car card and billboard advertising 
of the broadcast. THEY will go the limit to help 

-\you boom the picture, A READY-MADE national 

tie-up with the society of American Magicians— 
branches everywhere. A NATURAL for spectacular 
lobby and front display. MYSTIFYING magic 
novelties. DYNAMIC ads. VIVID paper. A 
THRILLER that far exceeds any promises you 
make. THE BIG chance of the sdason for every 

showman worthy of the name: 





a 
And it’s a pip —_ 
for children as 
well as adults! 








THE ‘= MAGICIAN 
ESMURD LOWE BELA LUGOSI 


IRENE WARE HENRY B. WALTHALL 





From the radio drama by Harry A. Earnshaw, Vera M. Oldham, R. R. Morgan Directed by Marcel Varnel and William C. Menzies 


| Another reason to WATCH FOX THIS YEAR 
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Stock Market 





(Continued from page 7) 
early in the week, being marked up 
to a new top for the year at 4% on 
heavy operations amounting to 
nearly 150,000 shares. Nothing came 
out to back up the gains, but the 
campaign was impressive in its de- 
termination. Stock ignored mid- 
week recessions in leading stocks 
like Steel and Telephone, and held 
to its best price to the Saturday 
close. Perhaps the progress being 
made with the company’s bonds had 
something to do with the boom in 
the stock. Liens led all the amuse- 
ments in volume and advanced 5 net 
on the week to 38, within a point or 
two of the best level of the year. 

For the first time also RKO was 
trotted out for a spin and was 
pushed up aggressively to 7%, also 
a new peak for this year, topping 
the best of last March by nearly a 
point. Campaign here appeared to 
have a solid backing, for all the RCA 
allies took part in it. 


RKO Debs Soar 

RCA itself surged ahead to a new 
top at 134%; tae old Keith preferred 
jumped nearly 9 points net in one 
small group of transactions; Or- 
pheum preferred topped its previous 
best at 15, up 2, and as a climax they 
let off a whole Paine’s display of 
fireworks in the new RKO deben- 
tures, running that loan up in minor 
dealings a fraction less than 20 
points to 100. What lay behind this 
pyrotechnic exhibit did not reach the 
trading community, which. set it 
down as a market maneuver. These 
RKO debentures have now doubled 
in price from the 50 quoted a few 
months ago, a performance almost 
unmatched in the bond list. 

RCA of course holds the bulk of 
the debentures, having taken al- 
most in its entirety when the old 
stockholders backed away from sub- 
scription last autumn. They have 
been extremely quiet since then and 
the sensational market movements 
have been characteristic of inactive 
issues which often lie quiet for days 
and then leap to life with wide fluc- 
tuations. 

Radio preferred B was another 
senior stock that behaved well, 
market interpretation being that 
something was being done with it to 
discount probable seasonal improve- 
ment over the forthcoming Christ- 
mas buying season. The RKO semi- 
annual statement is already pub- 
lished and more or less out of the 
way, despite the substantial deficit 
it showed, and the way apparently 
is cleared for a price mark-up to 
discount the usual improved autumn 
business in the theatre. 

By one of those puzzling market 
twists the two bonds that should 
have attracted an investment fol- 
lowing on the developments of the 
week, sold off instead. Loew's 6's 
and the newer Paramount-Publix 
§4’s went against the general trend, 
Loew's losing more than a point to 
85 and the Par-Pub loan backing 
away precipitately from the 40 level, 
closing the week at 36, off 2% net. 
With Par making good the service 
on the old bonds, it would be log- 
ical to look for strength in the sim- 
ilar description; while the company 
position of Loew which justified 
maintenance of common stock divi- 
dend rate ought to have reflected 
favorably on the bonds. Loew’s pre- 
ferred prospered, touching 80 for a 
trade or two and creating the un- 
usual situation of a senior stock 
selling only 5 points away from its 
liens. 

In the.case of Fox, Warners, Par 
and RKO, it is probable that a 
considerable outside following was 


Summary for week ending Saturd 


attracted by 
issues, all below 10 and two under 
5. A speculation can be carried for 
a small outlay and it gets the player 
aboard an amusement which busi- 
ness has a good immediate outlook 
for seasonal betterment. 


Film Stocks Buck Trend 

Indeed, during the week just 
passed, most of the Sicture shares 
went ahead in spite of recessions in 
the main list. The active issues 
came to Saturday with a prepon- 
derance of net gains for the week, 
while the whole industrial list was 
lower, as revealed by a decline of 
1.79 in the Dow-Jones Industrial 
index. 

Traders take the attitude appar- 
ently that for the next four or five 
months the picture business is 
tound to witness at least a season- 
al improvement over the period 
from the end of last vear to Sep- 
tember and they figure that by Jan. 
1 next business improvement may 
have gone far enough to carry on 
through the spring. In other words 
ihe play is to discount the approach 
of the stocks’ good season. 

The general mnarket found itself in 
a critical spot. Prices had already 
ciscounted an important fall upturn 
in business and with the coming 
and passing of Labor Day, every- 
body began to look around to ob- 
serve what tangible evidence there 
was of autumn betterment. 

The survey in some respects was 
not so heartening. Mid-week gov- 
ernment estimate of the cotton crop 
was very bearish and that staple 
promptly dropped about $5 a bale. 
Predictions of a bullish .estimate 
kad been broadcast in speculative 
circles and the reality was a wet 
blanket in more ways than one. It 
suggested among other things that 
the soaring of cotton in August had 
been largely speculative and from 
that it was only a step to the pre- 
sumption that better wheat prices 
were speculative likewise. Anyway 
the slump in cotton brought on a 
decline in grains and the stock mar- 
ket gave way sharply. 

At this juncture the ‘narket spon- 
scrship gave a remarkable demon- 
stration of its skill and resources. 
Although it did not attempt to stage 
a rally, it was strong enough to hold 
prices io a minor, orderly retreat, a 
campaign handled with such confi- 
dence that it carried conviction that 
‘they’ could stage a new upturn at 
uny time. For the time being it 
seems likely the downtown powers 
will be content to let prices drift 
for a time, for before the setback 
there was evidence that the boom 
speculation fever was getting out 
of hand, and that probably is the 
last thing the bull leaders want at 
this time. 

Among the amusements a few 
stocks were brought to the fore as 
newcomers in a_belatea drive. 
Among them was American Seating, 
which got a whirl after long inac- 
tien, on publication of a few fair 
sized contracts taken on. The Radio 
campaign took on new agegressive- 
ness as witness the volume of 400,- 
(00 shares in the week, while the al- 
lied shares like RKO trailed the 
bellwether. Columbia Pictures, 
which had skyre7keted from 4 to 15, 
began to look a little ‘tired.’ Con- 
solidated film Industries gave way 
on fair volume. The big electrics 
were inclined to weaknoass, especial- 
ly Westinghouse, off nearly 4 net, 
probably a kickback from its too 
ranid advanca from 1514 to 43%. 

Kodak lost ground, suggesting, 
With the retreat of Consolidated 
T'ilm, that picture company drastic 
economies presage no special good 
to outside units they deal with. 
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Lights Those Eyes 


Palace, New York, used corner 
paintings for ‘White Zombie’ that 
were more helpful than the stunt 
of a coffined Zombie in the lobby, 
which was withdrawn after a couple 
of hours. . 

Clicker was a pair of corner 
boards, done in black on a,deep 
pea green, showing the face of 
Murder, the hypnotist. The eyes 
were cut out and backed with sign 
paper on which were painted the 
eyeballs. Lighted by flasher lamps 
with a rather long period of il- 
lumination, yet not so long that 
even the rapid walker did not get 
the impression of the flashing eye. 

Probably some poster will supply 
the requirement, but if there is no 
suitable face, it would pay to throw 
up a smaller face to the sheet size 
and put it to work, It is simple, 
but highly effective. 





Coverage 

Now that it is going into general 
release, Metro has issued its press 
book on ‘Grand Hotel.’ It differs 
from the usual Metro book in size 
and completeness, being 16 pages 
and cover, newspaper size, with not 
only a full layout of press and other 
material, but a five-page section in 
which W. R. Ferguson gives the 
cream of the stunts which’ put the 
picture over on its road showings; 
practical stuff which paid and 
should pay again. 

One of the best suggestions is the 
establishment of special box offices 
for ticket sales. Not new on this 
picture, but particularly indicated 
for this release. ~ Works best if the 
special offices are away from the 
theatre, playing up the saving in 
time by not having to stand in line. 
Should be opened three or four 
days in advance. Worked properly 
it will give a sizable sale before the 
lobby boxoffice opens, 


Free Fireworks 


Tacoma, 

Manager Gillis, of the Fox Rialto, 
furnished free fireworks lasting 20 
minutes from the top of his house, 
packing the streets with people and 
cars. Occasion was opening of 
Fleet Week. Filled his house and 
gave it heavy additional publicity 
plus good will acknowledgments 
from Chamber of Commerce, etc, 





Passports 


Exhib who felt that a little kidding 
might help ‘A Passport to Hell,’ 
created a display in his lobby of 
passports. Display was in a glass 
case and included a number of 
liquor bottles, a set of poker dice, 
lipstick and rouge, silk undies (not 
too clearly displayed), an old prize- 
fight ticket, a pack of playing cards 
and a novel with a risque title. 

Cara announced that there were 
persons in town who regarded some, 
cr ail, of these articles as a direct 
passport to hell and offered prizes 
for the best letters in defense. Con- 
testant was to select only one of the 
humerous items and tell why that 
particular article was not properly 
classed. ’ 

Worked as a lobby display, and 
went so well he’s sorry now he 
didn’t put it in a conspicuous store 
window. 





Rebates on Accessories 


Los Angeles. 

To spur sale of accessories on 
Paramount pictures, Par coast ex- 
changes have made a deal with Fox- 
West Coast allowing a 25% rebate 
on advertising material purchased 
between Aug. 14 and Nov. 12. 

Condition is that theatres buy 
50% more accessories during that 
period than they did during same 
three months last year. 





Cadets for ‘Brown’ 


Now that the schools are opening, 
and if you have ‘Brown of Culver’ 
booked, to line up the cadet organ- 
izations and R.O,T.C. units with a 
competitive manual of arms drill if 
you can get some army or militia 
officer to judge. Considerable in- 
terest can be worked up if there are 
two or more organizatiuns. 

In defnult of cadets, try Legion 
members. They do not fit as well, 
but are worth a try. 





Incorporations 


CALIFORNIA 
Sacramento, Sept. 12. 

Equity Productions, Inc. City of Los 
Angeles. Capital stock 100 shares, none 
subscribed. Julius Lippman, E. B. Rowe, 
Bernard DPD. Lane, Issac J. Leavitt, 
Josephine Triplett 

Plaza Amusement Co. 


County of Los 


Angeles, Capital stock $10,000, $400 sub- 
scribed Cc. L. Langley, L. H. Wilson, 
Helen Horsman, Jefferson W. Asher, 


Permits to sell stock issued to; 
Stacy-Ryan Mayan Picture Corporation. 
Motion picture production. Capital 40,- 
000 shares, no par. Permitted to issue 
+ Of0 

Ad Schulberg-Chas. Kenneth Feldman, 
Ine Booking agents for motion pic- 
tures Capital 190 shares, no par, 





mitted to issue all, 


Per- | 





Getting the Femmes 





Los Angeles, Sept. 12. 


They're now giving love 
birds as prizes to patrons. 
Ralph Gruneau, managing the 
F-WC Balboa, distributes one 
dozen pairs, cages included, 
one night weekly. 

His femme biz has built sub- 
stantially. 











Beer Glasses 

From the way the limited speak- 
easy front at the State, N. Y., pulled 
for ‘Speak Easily,’ it is apparent 
that seme sort of brass rail fit-up 
is indicated for the picture. 

State display was confined to a 
cabinet cf liquor bottles; two cov- 
ered jars of pretzels and a dozen 
glasses of near beer. Beer soon 
goes fiat and loses its effect. A 
better scheme is to use rosin for 
the fluid and paraffin for the froth. 
This stays put. 

Small pretzels will make good en- 
velope stuffers, on the lines of the 
kiss and lfe-saver distributions, 
and it should be possible to work up 
from this te free beer and pretzels 
for patrons if the beer can be pro- 
moted. 

Display should not be sufficiently 
emphatic to irritate the drys who 
might come to see the comedy in 
spite of their disapproval of the 
theme. 





Up, Then Down 


Good kidding, if done right, fre- 
guently helps. ne exhib who 
wanted to stress the value of a bet- 
ter than usual picture came out 
with a straight type display ad an- 
nouncing: ‘This picture is really of 
roacshow quality, though the pro- 
ducers did not see fit to give it a 
roadshow trial. In view of the 
quality of the production all tickets 
will be priced at $2.20, including the 
tax.’ 

He let it run and he let them rave 
for a week, but three days before 
the opening he came out with a sec- 
ond display which announced that 
‘Tickets are still priced at $2.20, but 
to give everyone a chance they will 
be sold for 55 cents each.’ At that 
price he did a knockout business at 
a comparatively small cost for the 
extra advertising. 





Letter from Governor 


Birmingham. 

' For use on a card in the lobby, 
George Steele, mgr. Ritz, secured a 
signed letter from Gov. Miller. 

Epistle commended the theatre on 
doing its part toward unemployed 
relief and helping better business 
conditions in general, 


Dignity in Giveaways 
Baltimore. 
Squeezing all the good out of a 
give-away stunt without having to 
take any of the bad elements is the 
basis of a tie-up made by Bill Sax- 
ton, city manager here for Loew's. 
Give-away is a couple of frigid- 
aires in a tie-in with a local depart- 
ment store. The theatre is getting 
free ad space in the dailies and 
placards in the store, without hav- 
ing to mess up its lobby or screen 
advertising copy or product display. 
House merely hands out ‘treasure 
kevs’ with each ducat, the patrons 
taking the keys to the department 
store to try to fit the lock of the 
refrigerators. 


Huskies Helped 
Spokane. 

State theatre had local help in 
putting over ‘Igloo.’ Capt. Earl 
Hammond, explorer, loangd his team 
of 10 huskies (dogs) and his 
sledge, which was drawn all over 
town before show time and held at 
the theatre when the sale was on. 

Hookup was made with the 
‘Press’ to give a sledge ride to all 
kids who turned in a six months’ 
subscription. Paying off the kids 
heightenea the ballyhoo effect. 

For a side line a 400-pound cake 
of ice with an ‘Igloo’ poster frozen 
in was placed in the window of a 
florist with the usual offer of prizes 
to those who most closely estimated 
the time required for the block to 
melt. 


Padded Publicity 


Padded press work is no novelty. 
To the contrary, but George Brown, 
of Columbia Pictures, takes a new 
slant on the pad idea, 

He had the cream of the criti- 
cisms and editorial comment on 
‘American Madness’ reproduced, and 
instead of sending it out with the 
usual more or less permanent bind- 
ing or in clipped loose sheets, he 
had the stuff sent over to the pad 
binder and padded so that each 
sheet can be torn off smoothly. 

This is the first really new idea 
in format to come along in a mont! 





of Sundays. Most press books ar 
| made to be torn apart, but the 
Brown pads make the separation a 
ithing of neatness as well as ease, 


Mothers No Like 


Exhib who thought he had a 
natural when he offered free admis- 
| sion to ‘Searface’ to all kids who 
lhad a sear above the neck, still 
| thinks so. 

But a dozen irate mothers came 
down to register complaints against 
their children being exploited. 
Some of them were sensitive about 
the:r offsprings’ disfigurements, but 
one mater hit a new angle. In- 
sisted that she didn’t want her kid 
being given ideas. Bad enough to 
have him running around with a 
tunch of tough boys without in- 
stilling the idea the scar qualified 
him for leadership, 


New Radio Gag 
Peoria, Il. 

lL. C. Worley, of the Madison, 
spring what appears to be a new 
gag when he gave station WMBD 
25 tickets for ‘Downstairs’ to be 
awarded those who handed in the 
best program suggesion for the 
station's pet hour. 

Took off the advertising tang and 
made it look as though the station 
had picked the picture as a worth- 
while prize. Station gave four to 
six plugs daily for a week. Worked 
well here, 





Cumulative 


Most managers work purely for 
stunts to be worked in the house, 
feeling that not much else counts, 
but a manager who looks into things 
has been cleaning up on a stunt that 
has been worked over a large terri- 
tory. 

Hie draws from a number of small 
towns, only one of which has a 
minor picture house of its own. In 
this location he worked with the 
manager of the local theatre, but in 
the cther places he staged a beauty 
show in whatever suitable audi- 
torium he could find. Stunt was to 
determine an entrant for a central 
beauty contest to be held in his own 
theatre. With the exception of the 
small house, admission was free and 
the entire community turned out. 

Result was that instead of draw- 
ing only a handful from each of the 
smell communities, he drew them in 
by the score and played to a packed 
house. Stress was placed on the 
fact that larger town girls would 
not compete. Figured it would be 
easier to get the local entries. 





Earned Passes 


Some years ago the late Ralph 
Ruffner kad a custom of sending 
passes tc those whom the local 
paper. praised for meritorious 
actions. If a citizen stopped a run- 
away, discovered a fire, found a lost 
child or did anything else out of the 
ordinery, Ruffner sent him a pass 
for two for the following week. 
Rather ornate passes were specially 
printed with the heading, ‘In recog- 
nition.’ 

Still seems to be a chance to work 
this stunt in small city or large 
town, with a little fuss made over 
the visitor if he accepts and comes 
to the theatre. It will tie-in the 
newspaner since the paper will os- 
tensibly make the award. It should 
be understood that the number of 
admissions in any one week is 
limitec to prevent abuse, though it 
should be presented to the paper in 
a more diplomatic form. 


Tipoff 

Exhib is preparing a card to be 
handed al! who take out marriage 
licenses at the local bureau the 
week in advance of his showing of 
‘Blecced Event.’ Copy reads, ‘You 
don’: have to wait long for a blessed 
event, Present this’ ticket at the 
Globe theatre next week (date) 
and witness our own blessed event, 
This card will admit two.’ 

Similar copy, but without the 
offer of tickets, will be placed above 
the wedcing notices two weeks in 
advance and ae single 18-point 
‘Blessed Events’ will top the social 
engagement calendar, sports an- 
nouncements and wherever else it 
can be slipped in. May be some 
question as to whether boxing bouts 
und bowling club meets come under 
the heading, but it will get a laugh 
and refer to the picture. 


Paint "Em 

If you use boards away from the 
theatre, slap a coat of paint on to 
mark the opening of the fall season, 
Chances are that the frames look 
pretty dingy after the summer. 

Same thing holds good for frames 
in store windows and hotel lobbies, 
Freshen them up. 


Remember Chris 
Columbus Day is not a general 
Foliday, but every theatre can use 
the event to make a little extra fuss. 








If schools can be interested might 
be a good plan to hold a special 
Imetinee after school for observance 
of the event, with talks and pere- 


haps an award for the class which 
out the largest attendance or 
the pupil whose essay on Coe 
lumbus is deemed best, 
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THE OPENING GUN! 


“GRAND Hotel” in its 

FIRST popular-priced engagement 
IS an event for the historians 

OF this industry— 


READ the telegraphic report: 


“Grand Hotel opened at the Strand 
Theatre, Ocean City, N.J. Saturday and 
broke the house records for all time. 
Admission prices were increased to 55¢ 
afternoons and 75¢ at night. It is the 
fourth day of the run and the gross is 
beyond anything imagined possible for 
this theatre.” 


YOU will read many such telegrams 
ABOUT “Grand Hotel” at popular prices 
IN the weeks ahead.’ 
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—and ROBBINS leads the 
way with THREE BIG ONES! 


$ 
? 


7F ere st 


| 
| 
Hi 
a. 
: 
| 
) 


SR atom ee 


THE VOICE IN THE OLD VILLAGE CHOIR 


GUS KAHN, - Dean of Great American Songwriters - and past master in the art of creating 
human songs of heart-stirring qualities, achieves his masterpiece with this inspired song classic 


* ” Mos 
cnr nannce ininaseafiiasen pancreas 
or eon) SAR RSPR Ie ae 82 


3 
I'LL NEVER BE THE SAME 
Lyric by GUS KAHN Music by MATT MALNECK and FRANK SIGNORELL 


The Class Ballad of the Year - Sets a new high in Torch Song, 


a 
LOVE ME TO-NIGHT 
Words by BING CROSBY and NED WASHINGTON Music by VICTOR YOUNG 


From out of the West, Bing Crosby brought you “I Surrender, Dear” and it swept the Nation. 
History repeats itself again, for LOVE ME TO-NIGHT, written and sung by him, looks like a 
positive song eclipse. 


@ 
ROBBINS MUSIC CORPORATION 
799 SEVENTH AVENUE NEW YORK, N. Y. 
New York - Arthur Piantadosi Chicago - Willie Horowitz San Francisco - Dick Arnold 
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POLICE- 
CROWDS- 


RECORDS- 
PROFITS- 


keep box offices busy 
wherever they play! 


FOLLOW THRU 


Breaks two year record at the Paramount, Portland, Ore., 


39 


topping even “Desert Song’s” previous great showing. 








Fanchon & Marco de luxe show starring... 


TED LEWIS 


So big at Orpheum, Omaha, that manager requested extra 
appropriation for cops to handle milling crowds. 
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with cast of 63, headlining Mary 
Eaton, T. Roy Barnes, Jack Waldron 
Glorification of Ziegfeld production on premiere date beats 
tremendous business of “Desert Song” at Manchester 


Theatre, Los Angeles. 


GEORGIA MINSTRELS 


Sensational all-colored aggregation of 50 people stands town 
on ear with Old Fashioned Street Parade. Stunt brought 
biggest biz of season to West Coast Theatre, Long Beach, Cal. 
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F. & M. super stage shows—the new profit builders in show biz. 


FANCHON & MARCO, inc. 


HOLLYWOOD ¢ SAN FRANCISCO ¢ SEATTLE e MILWAUKEE ¢ NEW YORK 























i. 


Tuesday, September 13, 1932 











a 


PICTURES 





ee ee ae 


VARIETY 27 








International Resume 





(Continued from page 3) 
fie has a link with Basil Dean 
which keeps it supplied with quota 
footage, some of which is above 
average, and Paramount is now de- 
pending on British and Dominions 
and London Film _ Productions, 
which company has Alexander 
Korda at fts head and is the most 
cosmopolitan galaxy in the English 
trade. On the other hand, Fox is 
said to be starting up over there 
and has signed contracts with a 
etring of potential production execu- 
tives. 
Germany 

Germany's picture position at the 
moment is none too enviable. It has 
had a tough struggle, despite a pret- 
ty good year. 

The general depression that left 
the picture business alone there has 
finally about caught up with it. Ufa, 
of course, is still fairly solid. Com- 
pany let go about a dozen or so 
of its on-the-fence theatres and 
cut down expenses in other ways. 
‘Also the company released a lot of 
reissue pictures rather than bear 
down too heavily on the production 
budget. 

Tobis had a tough time. The 
mother company in Amsterdam, 
Kuechenmeister Internationale 
Maatschappij voor Acoustiec, got 
into hot water and had to liquidate. 
Liquidation, however, allowed the 
Tobis companies in France and Ger- 
many to continue, as well as the 
Asfi companies in France and Eng- 
land. The American branches were 
curtailed as much as possible, as 
also several other losing tangents. 

Trouble with Tobis came fromthe 
same source as with Ufa for a time 
attempts at globe-girdling. Both 
‘Tobis and Ufa tried to break into 
America at the beginning of the 
year with theatre chains, but found 
it a costly venture and gave up. 
These companies still want to obtain 
world trade, but are going about it 
in a different way. They’re tying 
up with companies in spots they 
want to reach. Witness Ufa's tie- 
ings with Gaumont-British of Lon- 
dan, Swensk of Stockholm, Hunnia 
of Budapest, and Sacha of Vienna. 
And Tobis has affiliated with Cesare 
of Rome, Radio of New York, and 
several companies in other sections, 

Germany is still after a world 
market—more so) than ever—but in 
@ new way. 

Dubbing Decision 

Germany also had to make a 
quick decision on the subject of 
dubbing and did it. America was 
heading too easily into box office 
assurety with dubbed product, so 
Germany decided against dub- 
bing, and, though having the art 
pretty well in hand, turned against 
a. Laws were passed barring 
dubbed films not treated within the 
country. 

Ufa’s Paris branch, Alliance 
Cinematographique Europeene, then 
began circularizing France about 
the ills of dubbing, and France 


a reorganization seems to 





passed an anti-dubbing law—anti 
for product not thus treated within 
the French boundaries. Other Euro- 
pean countries followed suit. 

It was a Teutonic victory. Geo- 
graphically, Germany is so set as to 
be able to make straight shot ver- 
sions in foreign languages, a trick 
American companies cannot easily 
accomplish, Ufa simply moves a 
production unit into Paris, hires 
half a staff of second people there, 
and makes a French picture. It’s 
only overnight between Berlin and 
Paris. Or even nearer to Buda- 
pest, Vienna, and Rome. 

There were some serious casual- 
ties, of course. Emelka and Terra 
were the most important. Terra, 
with a record of having produced 
some of the finest films in Europe, 
couicn’t make a go of it and had to 
liquidate. Outside money was ar- 
ranged for and the company is now 
well on the way to reorganization. 

Emelka, with a strong theatre 
chain, got into serious trouble 
mostly because of meddling in pr - 
duction. Reorganization helped here 
and most important aid was given 
by Pathe-Natan of France. That 
firm also now seems on the way to 
recovery. 

France 


Ir France the greatest gains were 
made by Pathe-Natan and Adolphe 
Osso, Gaumont-Franco Film-Au- 
bert held its own, Haik lost on the 
theatre end what it made in pic- 
tures, and Vandal and Delac did 
pretty well in a smaller way. 

Osso spread his wings. He opened 
up Budapest's silent Hunnia and 
Minerva studios and also made 
some'titups with Ufa which turned 
out well. He broke into Belgium 
successfully, too. 

Pathe-Natan went along with as- 
surance, T. Natan, at its head, still 
remains one cof the leading powers 
in European film capitals though 
not mixing (officially) in any of the 
politics. His films did well by them- 
selves and his theatres satisfac- 
torily. He began to spread on book- 
ings, gobbling the entire Haik the- 
atre chain. He took over the Em- 
pire, Paris’ ace vaude house, and 
turned it to a profit. A booking 
agreement with Paramount, which 
gives him all the Par product for 
France, and makes him easily the 
most important film merchant from 
the, standpoint of French exhibs, 
was another Natan move. 

Brauberger - Richebe were the 
enly serious casualty. They are the- 
atre men who turned producers and 
halted with a jerk when showing 
liabilities of $2,200,000. Here, again, 
have 
beer effected that may put them 
bacx into the running again shortly 
although the idea is to in future 
avoid producing as much as possi- 
ble, 

Most important gain ofthe year 
was made by a new company, For- 
rester-Parent. Jack Forrester, an 
American legit actor in Paris, 
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joined forces with Parent for a new | 


company to dub films. They got 
Columbia interested and 
lowed to treat ‘Dirigible’ and a 
couple of others. Films came out 


okay so they produced some films: | 


on their own and obtained contracts 


from several sources for dubbing 
Less Tax Talk 
There wasn’t as much talk of 


taxes during the past year as pre- 
viously. Sweden upped taxes on 
pictures about 1,900% and the Ar- 
gentine tried a stiff tax raise. Also 
Czecho-Slovakia, Yugoslavia and 
Mexico. It wasn’t terribly impor- 
tant. U. S. company managers and 
staffs folded their Gladstones and 
simply walked. Argentine quickly 
changed its mind, also the Mex- 
icans, though there is a chance of 
a new tax attempt here. Sweden is 
still holding on, but the market is 
pretty well crippled and a serious 
lack of picture product impends. 

Neither was there so much cen- 
sor trouble as in past years. Para- 
mount seemed to get the brunt of 
the censor banging around. Eng- 
land barred ‘American Tragedy.’ 
Hungary followed suit but changed 
its mind. ‘Broken Wing” was 
barred in Mexico and several other 
South American countries. ‘Jekyil 
And Hyde’ got into trouble in Swe- 
den and Hungary, among other 
pleces and ‘Shanghai Gesture’ in 
China and _ France. Universal's 
‘Frankenstein’ had trouble in sev- 
eral parts of the world and Radio's 
‘Girl of the Rio’ irked the South 
Americans and Mexicans. 

China was worried about War- 
ner’s ‘Hatchet Man’ and Italy is 
currently raising a rumpus about 
Par’s ‘Farewell to Arms.’ Most 
prolific film-barring country in Eu- 
rop> still remains Belgium with 
Austraiia, New Zealand and sume 
of the far eastern countries not far 
behind. 

Italy and Austria 

Itaty went through the year 
quietly but seems to be rearing its 
head a bit. ‘Topoly-Cesare _ in- 
dicrtes renewed activity and def- 
inite competition for Pittaluga. 
Since’ the ‘death of General Pit- 
taluga that company has not made 
too much headway but shows new 
signs of interest. Announcement 
has beer made that the concern 
is after names and b. o. power. G. 
W. Past, German director, and 
Sergei Eisenstein, the Russian lion, 
have been requisitioned for direc- 
toriai work in Rome. Maybe one of 
the two will show up. 

Austria is definitely slumbering 
as to pictures. It doesn’t dare fol- 
low Germany's lead on quotas and 
has officially announced that there 
will be no new Viennese quota laws 
for the next year at least. 

Spain and the Latin American 
countries are still enigmas. Nobody 
knows what they want or how they 
want it. They don't want Spanish 
talkers, that’s definite. They don’t 
want them in any form, dubbed, or 
direct shot. 

It’s the language difficulty here. 
Too many variations of Spanish ex- 
istent, with each group resenting 
the other’s dialect, and nobody 
seemingly can afford to make the 
pictures over for each section of the 
Spanish market. 

Back to Titles 

Almost all American companies 
are now satisfied to ship simple 
story pictures, as made, with super- 
imposed titles to these markets. The 
natives seem satisfied with these, 
too. Occasionally some _ getraight 
shots are sent over. Fox and Co- 
lumbia make most of these. Para- 
mount wants to dub for Spain and 
super-impose titles for the rest of 
the Spanish speaking territory. Met- 
ro, America’s biggest bear on the 


were al-| 


where the Soviet film exchanges | he gave up a couple of his theatres, 


have held their own 
Russia is planning multi-linguals 
now and figuring on spreading its 


film making, but it can't be consid- | 


ered competition to the rest of the 
world because of the insistance of 


sticking to a similarity of subject 
| quick 
|} tion is blamed in New York, always 


matter and material. 
Film Talent imports 
America made its usual raid on 


the European market for talent, Ufa | 


being the company hit the hardest. 
Lillian Harvey was grabbed by Fox, 
which means that Ufa loses its big- 
gest b. o. personality. Charlotte 
Susa was handed a long-term paper 
by Metro, so Germany loses one of 
its finest dramatic actresses, and 
Anna Sten was rushed over by Sam 
Goldwyn. Fox has also taken Henry 
Garat, French ace, which means he 
has torn up his Paramount-Ufa 
contract. He was working for Par 
in Joinville and Ufa in Berlin on a 
mutual agreement paper. Even in 
francs Garat’s salary ran over $2,000 
weekly. 
Legit Rough Time 

Legit had a tough time all over 
the world the past year. It was 
cailed New York’s worst season, 
same going for London, Budapest 
came somewhat more into promi- 
nence than in years by providing 
several of the more interesting 
prospects for the world’s legit 
stages. Most of these won't be seen 
until the current season. Some have 
already fallen by the wayside. ‘T 
Married an Angel’ and ‘Angel’ seem 
the most promising. Both are due 
on Broadway this winter. 

Quite a number of British plays 
made the hop across the Atlantic, 
though few Americans plays made 
the trip east. That’s a reversal. 
‘Barretts of Wimpole Street’ and 
‘Cynara,’ both from London, were 
among the best box office plays of 
the year in New York. ‘Payment 
Deferred,’ another British play, 
made a nice impression. ‘White 
Horse Inn,’ a musical, and ‘Caval- 
cade’, a pageant, are promised for 
the coming season. Also there's talk 
of ‘Helen’ with Evelyn Laye com- 
ing over. 

Curious is that the British stage 
turned to the Continent for its big- 
gest smashes. ‘Helen,’ ‘Cavalcade,’ 
‘Dubarry’ (also promised for New 
York this season), ‘Waltzes from 
Vienna,’ all came from Vienna, Ber- 
lin or both, 

Only one American musical was 
taken to London, ‘Cat and Canary.’ 
It did fairly well. Several shows 
with American leads were tried, 


‘notably one with Joe Cook. They 


didn’t do too well. The Cook show, 
‘Fanfare,’ was a distinct failure. 

Berlin, though it seems to have 
supplied the world with musicals, 
almost saw a complete legit collapse. 
Very few plays paid to any extent. 
Almost all theatrical companies 
went co-op. Governmental aid was 
withdrawn in a number of cases 
and the subsidized theatres were 
practically snowed under because of 
weak economic conditions. 

Max Reinhardt, the most impor- 
tant German theatrical figure, had 
his usual newspaper successes, but 


And b.o, figures weren't as healthy 
as they might have been before his 
retirement. 

French stage tottered along. Most 
successful plays were ‘Mademoiselle 
and ‘Domino’. Latter was picked as 
& success anywhere, and was a 
flop in New York. Adapta- 


the excuse for a foreign play that 
fails on this side 
Vaudeville 

Vaudeville, although it suffered 
badly in New York, had a comeback 
year abroad especially in England 
First half of the year was quiet 
but a freak attraction in a 250 seat 
side street house suddenly woke 
London up. Windmill theatre put 
in something new, continuous 
vaudeville. It clicked and somebody 
else decided to try it in the West 
End. The Phoenix, the Prince of 
Wales, the Duke of» York's, the Vic- 
toria Palace tried it. Some of them 
have fallen by the wayside but most 
of them are finding it profitable. 

Also the Pavilion decided to open 
up in oppositon to the Palladium, 
though on ae four-a-day basis. 
House clicked and both theatres 
are making money. It opened the 
vaude field in Britain and this is 
probably the best angle in British 
show biz today. How long it will 
last ia cf course the question. 

Paris seemed to go stale on vaude 
but is showing signs of picking up 
interest while Berlin's music halls 
went along as usual, In Paris the 
best boost to vaude seems to have 
been the taking over of the Du- 
frenne and Varna ace vaude spot, 
the Fimpire, by Pathe-Natan. Pa- 
villicn, Paris, has just opened for 
continuous vaude in the London 
manner. If it clicks a revival may 
be on the boards. 

Berlin was troubled through dif- 
ficulties of Parenna, the govern- 
ment talent agency. Continuous 
compiaints that vaude was stifled 
by governmental operation, and 
considerable dissatisfaction finally 
resulted in a recent breaking up of 
the agency. Field there is back to 
individual agenting now and a mat- 
ter of time to find out whether 
things get better. The Scala had 
a fair year, and Kabarett der Komi- 
ker was rather better than usual, 

Radio Minor Abroad 

Radio is still stymied around the 
world. Despite the fact that its to 
the fore in America it is a minor 
operution abroad, Lack of commer- 
cial development is the answer, In 
most European countries commer- 
cial advertising on the air is ver- 
boten and in one or two spots 
brvadcasting of any sort is not per- 
mitted. There seem to be occa- 
sional pick ups and improvements 
but importance is still a long way 
off. 

Even in Europe, however, radio 
has become important enough to 
choke the phonograph and music 
industries, Gramophone companies 
everywhere had a tough time. 
Music publishers weren't far be- 
hird, although in England they 
didn’t do as badly as might be ex- 
pected, 
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dubbing matter, is satisfied to leave 
Spanish countries out of the reck- 
oning altogether. 

Meantime, no production activi- 
ties of importance have developed 
in Spain. The Argentine, with gov- 
ernmental aid, has just formed a 
new company to make pictures for 
its own market. Several Mexican 
companies have been formed from 
time to time, maybe with a half- 
dozen talkers emerging there. 

Russia 

Russia continues its independent 
course, making mostly propaganda 
films. These are titled educational \ 
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films in Russia, but are making fair- 
ly good progress from & money 
standpoint in the U. S. Two of the 
pictures turned out by Moscow the 
past year, ‘The Five Year Plan’ and 
‘The Road to Life,’ got wide release 
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| and pretty healthy returns. Most Who has just completed another leading screen role in “70,000 Wit- 

Veteran screen author, who has just entered into a new contract with | of the others appeal strictly to Mos- | nesses,” football mystery. 
; Paramount, has seen the position of the staff writer grow steadily in|cow sympathizers, but there seem Although one of Hollywood’s youngest actors Holmes has had stellar ki 
i importance, over a period of fifteen years. He is himself the author of | to be enough of these in the various] parts in a long list of productions which would be the envy of any vet- ; 
i nearly one hundred screen plays, all peeiee Bye Se major companies. | world centers to mean profit in most | eran. A notable work is in “Night Court,” recently released. 
| The technique of the screen play,” he says, “is not learned overnight, | spots. | The former Princeton collegian ts remembered for his work in such , 
j by anyone. It is in a state of constant development, growth. It includes, ey SE ee ee ieee a } pictures as “An American Tragedy,” “The Criminal Code,” “Broken } 
' in its best form, certain more or less tricky nuances from the silent pic- aioe » 8 - Bly Sos - Lullaby,” “Two Kinds of Women,” ‘Her Man,” ‘The Devil's Holiday” and : ' 
i ture, with a free borrowing from the stage, which is not altogether a | #USSian film releasing company | “Stolen Heaven.” Holmes comes from a theatrical famity, his fathe@ 
; rrowing in its newer and much more fluid form.” ‘went under for a while, but else- being Taylor Holmes, noted light comedian of stage and sereen, 
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a boy like this one would take a 
THE CRASH first-sight fall for a girl like Mjss CLOWN GEORGE 
(Continued from page 19) Blondell. But the latter plays a (RUSSIAN MADE) 
hardened chorus girl, and the twain Ukrainfilm production and Amkino re- 
encies, matching the character Of| qon’t meet for believable romance | lease Direction Alexander Scloviev; 
its heroine, who never makes up purposes. If she took the kid over | “ag hiting —_ Vol 10 At the Acme, 
her mind whether she’s a Becky |/jt would sound logical. But fromalmins  ” *™ a wae 
Sharpe for clever intrigue ora loyal | wisecracking lady she turns moth- | Oxana sees .++++Z. D. Kourdiumova 
wife for self-sacrifice. Even the/erly. In view of the sap on the | Secretary serteseeerseeees.P. P. Repnin 
author doesn’t take any clear at- | other side, the situation is implaus- Cio rn C r . NL Ze Na cmsky 
titude toward the character. It is | jple, | Commander of Prigade..N. V. Kouchinsky 
presented just as an inconsistent| The murder is an accident during yo AO 
woman type and the audience re- Fairly interesting story (as Sav- 


action gets to the point of bored 
indifference, 

At the beginning she is the but- 
terfly wife supported in luxury by 
an apparently doting husband, who 
makes a living by playing the mar- 
ket on tips she gets from a rich 
man, who to all appearances is her 
lover. She discards the source of 
her information because she’s tired 
of him and then invents a bull tip 
just before the market crash. Hus- 
band goes broke by playing it and 
she walks out on him, departing for 
Bermuda on her husband's last 
funds to wait there until he gets 
on his feet. 

In Bermuda she grabs herself a 
new admirer, a sheep rancher from 
Australia, upon learning that the 
hustling has gone irreparably broke 
and turns to the. States to div- 
orce her mate in order to marry 
the new prospect. 

Confronted with this situation, 
the husband raises a new stake by 
blackmailing the former sugar papa 
and the final passage of this tangled 
history is the contest of the two 
men for the woman. The fadeout 


‘is a triumph of inconsistency, the 


woman deciding, for no clear reason, 
to abandon the Australian and re- 
sume life with her legal husband, 
although she learns of the black- 
mail coup. She tears up the black- 
mail check but is quite complaisant 
about the blackmail itself. 

The heroine appears to be en- 
tirely made up of author’s whims. 
There may be women who flutter 
from inconsistency to contradiction 
and the character may be true to 
life, but it doesn’t make interesting 
drama and neither the author nor 
the actress has endowed it with in- 
cident or vitality to give it verity. 
All you get from the screen is a 
blurred personality whose next 
move or ultimate fate evokes no 
strong sympathetic emotion. 

Story falls down, then, because of 
the failure of its people to evoke 
any sympathetic spark. Production 
has been given sumptuous technical 
accessories, Atmosphere of ele- 
gance is extremely well conveyed in 
settings and the general tone of the 
picture. The surroundings are flaw- 
less, but nothing happens in them 
to pique interest or capture sym- 
pathy or even provoke hostility. 

Rush, 


BIG CITY BLUES 


Warner production and release, Joan 
Blondell and Eric Linden featured. Di- 
rected by Mervyn Leroy. Story and dialog 
by Ward Morehouse and Lillie Hayward. 
James Van Trees, photog. At the Winter 





Garden, New York, commencing Sept. 8. 
Running time, 65 minutes. 

VIE «cdc cadsccctaatcas cues Joan Blondell 
Bud. cccccccvcccscdesesesseos---meic Linden 
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Adkins.....+. eeeeeseees+Humphrey Bogart 
SOB ES kc cns yee Fe Josephine Dunn 
Station Agent... eeeees-Grant Mitchell 
BUACHMOMRS . 60 vecce sects pac ceed ved Sparks 





The first point that appears to 
stand against ‘Big City Blues’ is a 
lack of strong individual or collec- 
tive cast names in a box office way. 
After that comes the question of 
whether a more compelling troupe 
would have been wasted on this 
ventuie. Outside of the enjoyment 


they might derive from seeing Joan 
Blondell turg in another smart per- 
formance, the customers are liable 
to find themselves being crooned to 
sleep rather than entertained. 

Ward Morehouse wrote the story, 
in conjunction with Lillie Hayward, 
but the gags cluttering up the dia- 
log don't sound like Morehouse. In 
fact, the gags’ author or authors are 
not mentioned on the credit sheet, 
because they were written long be- 
fore anybody who had anything to 
do with this picture was born. 

But for the dissolves, fades and 
other photographic tricks, with at- 
mospheric shots of New York that 
picture a country boy’s confused 
first impressions of the big town, 
the title covers more territory than 
the subject matter. ‘Big City Blues’ 
should have meant a lot more than 
it does herein. 

This country boy, from ’way out 
in Indiana, crams more thrills into 
a three-day visit than the average 
native New Yorker or permanent 
resident will get in a lifetime. He 
drinks wine, shoots dice, falls for a 
chorus girl, loses his bankroll and is 
pinched on and freed of a murder 
charge before he takes the train 
back home 72 hours later. The sta- 
tion master back in Indiana had 
advised him to buy a round-trip 
ducat, because the s. m. had been to 
New York once himself. 

Erie Linden was a suitable selec- 
tion for the country boy role and 
probably would prove fine under 
other conditions, but in this case he 
doesn’t mix well with the rest of 








There’s no doubt that! made in Mexico, 


a drinking party in the boy’s hotel 
room, with a girl killed by a stewed 
bottle thrower’s wild pitch. Every- 
body flees, including the boy, and it 
looks bad for him because it hap- 
pened in his room. He's arrested 
but cleared when the real culnrit is 
identified. The hotel dick, also 
stewed, finds the murderer's body 
hanging in a linen closet when dip- 
ping around the towels and sheets 
for a nip. The murderer had hung 
himself. 

At times Linden suggests Jimmy 
Cagney (in appearance only), and 
at others he resembles Lew Ayers. 
He’s the wistful boyish type in man- 
ner and method, and maybe he'll get 
somewhere in the right parts. But 
just now his name is no balance for 
Miss Blondell’s. They’re featured 
equally in this picture's billing, but 
it couldn't b2 for box office purposes, 
because there’s no comparison be- 
tween them in that respect. 

Cast is full of standard film names 
and most of them are confined to 
brief bits. Evalyn Knapp, whose 
featured player status doesn’t date 
back more than a season, has about 
two lines, while another established 
ingenue, Josephine Dunn, does noth- 
ing but act stewed and pose on a 
couch with her head bleeding from 
the bottle wound. Inez Courtney, 
Guy Kibbe, Jobyna Howland, Hum- 
phrey Bogart, Grant Mitchell, 
Thomas Jackson and Ned Sparks 
are all on vacation as far as work 
is concerned in this script. That’s 
quite a flock of extremely capable 
people for minor roles in one cast, 
and all in for no good reason. Wal- 
ter Catlett has an exclusive on most 
of the bum gags, which isn’t his 
fault, and he makes the best of it, 
besides managing to snatch a few 
laughs. 

Those small town boys and girls 
with a yen for the big town may 
find it tougher to get away if the 
folks happen to stumble into this 
picture. As far as ‘Big City Blues’ 
is concerned, New York life is com- 
posed mostly of guzzling booze and 
socking chorus girls over the head 
with bottles. Bige. 


SANTA 


(MEXICAN MADE) 


Compania Nacional Productora Peliculas 
production, Jack Lustberg distribution. 
Starring Lupita Tovar. Direction Antonio 
Moreno; story, D. Frederico Gamboa; adap- 
tation, Carlos Noveiga Hope; camera, Alec 
Phillips; sound, Rodrigues Brothers; assist- 
ant director, Ramon Peon. Cast includes 
Carlos Orellana, Ernesto Guillen, Mima 
Derba, J. Martinez Casado. At the San 
Jose, New York, week Sept. 9 Running 
time, 70 m‘ns. f 





Here’s Mexico's first-born pride 
and joy. Made in Mexico by Mexi- 
cans and for all the Spanish speak- 
ing markets, if you please. That it’s 
a bad picture probably doesn’t mat- 
ter. It’s Mexico’s first and has been 
cleaning up in the foreign market 
and will continue to, 


It cost about $60,000 to make this 
one, Which is a good 5C% too much 
for this type of film. They’ll make 
a good deal of money on this first 
production, but they’ll have to trim 
their production budgets down 
about half if they want to do any- 
thing with the rest of their prod- 
uct. And they’ll have to make bet- 
ter pictures, too. 

Several things in the picture’s 
favor, from a b. o. standpoint. First 
the yarn (though hard to believe) is 
almost a classic. It’s one of those 
wishy-washy silly yarns about the 
gal that was done wrong by a cav- 
alry officer and ends up in ruin and 
eventually death, but seemingly 
everyone who reads Spanish has 
read it and loves it. That, anyway, 
is the report. And to watch the 
handkerchiefs fluttering at the San 
Jose, and to listen to the sighing 
and weeping of a goodly portion of 
the audiences, you begin to under- 
stand where the appeal is. Latins, 
seemingly, like this sort of thing, 
and like it spread on thick, as it is. 

Antonio Moreno, having a Holly- 
wood background, should have his 
head bowed low over the job he 
handed in as director. It’s con- 
tinuity, doesn't follow, illogical in 
spots and never showing the slight- 
est use of imagination. Photogra- 
phy is very fine. Acting all around 
is just acting, though the star, Du- 
pita Tovar, impresses as being a 
really beautiful girl. 

New York showing isn’t helped 
auch by the fact that the New York 
censors didn’t like the film and 
chopped out about three reels. 
There's an entire surgical operation 
(for cancer) performed on the girl 
teward the end, with that out en- 
tirely in New York. Also some 
earlier love scenes. 

Worst thing about the picture is 
that the sound is exceptionally bad, 
making the dialog at some points 
almost impossible to hear and at 
cther times ground noises 
Excuse given is that it’s the first 

Kauf. 





annoy. | 


iet stories go) sets this one a 


pa Be 


bit | 


. . ' 
over the level of recent Russian im- | 


ports. Some nice acting and good 
photography help. 

It’s still the good old Russian 
propaganda, but somehow not ter- 
ribly annoying as dished out here. 
It tells of an episode in the war be- 


tween the Red and White armies, 
with the Reds losing out  be- 
cause their beloved commander is 
wounded. 


A company clerk, nicknamed 
Clown George because he’s always 
playing the jester, finds out that 
the Commander has died and rea- 
lizes that the news will demoralize 
the army. So he makes up to re- 
semble the Commander and, on the 
q. t. leads the lads to victory. He's 
killed just as the army wins, that 
making him a great hero to be bur- 
ied side by side with the actual 
commander. 

No sound to this one, the theatre 
playing records for sound effect. 

Kauf. 


FAST COMPANIONS 


Universal production and release. Fea- 
tures Tom Brown, James Gleason, Maureen 
O'Sullivan. Directed by Kurt Neumann 
from Gerald Beaumont’s story. Adapta- 
tion by Earl Snell; additional dialog, C. J. 
Marks; cameraman, Arthur Edeson. At 
the Playhouse, Larchmont, N. Y., as one- 
half of double bill, Sept. 6. Running time, 


71 mins. 

Marty Black.....eccesseeess+--tom Brown 
Silk Henley...cccescssccseces James Gleason 
GEE . chic ccsvmocse eeees-Maureen O'Sullivan 
Information Kid..... wea ces. ae Andy Devine 
Midge..... pestaned GeVecseocs Mickey Rooney 





Race track picture having a re- 
verse thread in its story. Well able 
to stand by itself in the smaller 
houses.. It’s main bid is comedy, 
which is punctuated rather than 
dominated by the action in the 
script. A second night show audi- 
ence went for it in this suburban 
house wholeheartedly. 

‘Fast Companions’ is not a new 
picture for U. It was released late 
last spring, but ‘Variety’ has no 
record of it in its picture review 
file, hence this belated salutation. 
Featuring Tom Brown it was made, 
and released, prior to ‘Brown of 
Culver.” Nice looking youngster, 
this boy, who plays capably but 
is somewhat overshadowed here by 
other cast members, 

Story takes a chance in present- 
ing Brown as a jockey who is the 
piloting end of a racket steered by 
Jimmy Gleason. With one fast 
horse between them, the build-up 
is a small town routine of minor 
victories to an entry in a big race 
—with Gleason supposedly betting 
all the local money in sight on 
Brown. The jock then pulls his dog 
to lose, Gleason never putting the 
money down on the big race. And 
so to the next town. 

This poison for Brown is over- 
come by having him more or less 
adopt a tough little waif, going to 
the post to lose after determining 
to return the local coin following 
the race, but suddenly discovering, 
through accident, that the coin is 
down and he must win. All with- 
out Gleason knowing the situation, 
which gives the race a laugh slant 
every time the camera picks up 
Gleason. Prior to this is the trouble 


keeping the homeless kid away from 


his dice and out of fights, plus 
Andy Devine as the dumb) tipste 
who knows everything. Love in- 
terest is secondary and poorly 
played by Maureen O'Sullivan 
Direction doesn't waste anything 
and has taken full advantage of the 
comedy involved Gleason, in pi 
tures such as this oa is always 
a valuable asset, while Devine is an 
able second. Young Rooney, the 
kid, is outstanding in a set-up part. 
A well made little picture from 
all angles. Good enough for some 
of the ‘A’ houses in a pinch and 
surefire for any spot below that 
classification. Sid. 
QUICK 
(GERMAN MADE) 
Paris, Sept. 1. 
A UFA-Eriec Pommer production. Re- 
leased by A. ©. E. Made in Bertin. From 


the French play by Felix Gandera. Directed 
by Robert Diodmak. Sunvervised by Andre 
Daven. Lyric by Bernard Zimmer Music 
by Werner R. Heymann. Receorded Kiang- 


film. Running time, 85 minutes . Colisc2 
Paris, Aut. 26. Cast includes Lilian Har- 
vey, Jules Berry, Armand Bernard, Pierre 


Brasseur, Marcel Andre. 

‘ting home about, 
except that Li. Harvey gives a 
very good performance. The stage 
play was good, but loses a lot in the 
picturization. Technically photo and 
sound are good, but the show busi- 
ness story with the love angle might 
have lent itself to more snappy con- 
tinuity. It’s all about a girl who 
falls in love with a clown but takes 
a lot of persuasion before she can 
also love him offstage. 

Jules Berry, who does ‘Quick,’ the 
clown, is the matinee idol type, and 
brings to the screen little manner- 
isms and overacting, which fetches 
the femmes across the footlights. 
Armand Bernard is okay, as usual, 
but the man who.acts with most 
naturalness and gives a really good 
performance in a secondary nart is 
Marcel Andre. Mazi, 


MIDNIGHT MORALS 


production and Mayfair 
reloase. Directed by FE. Mason Hopper. 
Cliff Broughton, supervisor. Story and 
continuity, Norman Houston. Jules Cron- 
jager, camera. Arthur S. Black, asst. dir. 
Byron Robinson, editor. O. B. Mills, sound. 
Cast: Beryl Mercer, De Witt Jennings, 
Chas. Delaney, Alberta Vaughn, Gwen Lee, 
Rex Lease. At Loew's New York theatre, 
one day, Sept. 6, as one half of a double 
bill. Running time 54 mins. 


Hardly worth 


George Weeks 


Just another indie grind without 
distinction or particular interest. 
Fits best on the tail of a double bill 
and small chance for solo booking. 

Story of the love of a police 
rookie for a taxi dancer. His father 
disapproves. Another girl puts some 
stolen jewels in the dancer’s purse 
and she takes six months in the 
reformatory, feeling that she has 
been framed by the father. When 
she comes out she and the rookie 
renew their romance. He quits the 
force and his father. She tips him 
off to the big murder mystery and 
that squares her into the family. 
Here and there there is a flash of 
good work, but mostly it is pretty 
dull. 

Alberta Vaughn does the best she 
can as the dancer, but the opportu- 
nity is not there. De Witt Kinnon 
and Charles Delaney as father and 
son, labor in vain and Rex Lease 
has an occasional chance. Beryl 
Mercer, whose name tops the cast, 
appears only in one scene as the 
matron of the _ rcformatory. In 
purely for the name. 

Photography is fair in the in- 
teriors, but some poor outdoor 
scenes in night effects. Sound av- 
erage. Will need plenty of sup- 





port even on a double bill. 
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Now directing ‘Evenings For Sale’ with Sari Maritza at 
greatest discoverer of talent 
Seven male stars were picked in one year for the Theatre Guild. 
Under personal management of Bren @ Orsatti. 


Mr. Walker is considered the 


way. 


STUART WALKER 





Paramount 


for Broad- 


| downtown 
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CRUISER EMDEN 
(GERMAN MADE) 


ouis Ralph; story by 


and Louis R 


| Emel production 
nw. § 


| Alfred H 





Ru b> : 

Australian Captain......... 
f Psychology of the folks bringing 
| this film into the United States (or 
| for that matter any of the Allied 


;countries) is a bit hard to under- 
| stand But there’s no gainsaying 
the fact that it's a dramatically 


constructed, tensely thrilling picture 

|}that ought to be extra strong box 
| office wherever Germans are to be 
|found. Trouble is that unhappy re- 
sults may ensue where the custom- 
ers are not thoroughly Teutonic or 
where customers have attitudes that 
this sort of thing will jar. 

Cruiser Emden was one 
Fatherland’s favorite raiders. Ran 
around taking pot shots at other 
boats, with or without warning, 
with or without passengers, and 
scored up quite a toll of boats sent 
down. Eventually, of course, an 
Australian boat knocks off the Em- 
den, and then you are asked to feel 
sorry for the heroes who ran the 
Emden but lived to see it sink. 
Maybe there’s no political intent 
there, but it does seem a bit too 
much like rubbing salt into old 
wounds. 

Picture is somewhat overlong and 
occasionally strays. Couple of times 
the director, part author and chief 
actor, Louis Ralph, wants to show 
originality so he wanders off the 
main course and has a bit of a story 
written in and acted out. These 
portions are rather stupid and poor- 
ly handled. But the film as a whole 
has power. l’hotography and direc- 
tion are good and imaginative and 
the actual sea fight scenes are all 
of them well handled. 

Acting probably doesn’t matter. 

There was a silent German film 
some years ago on this same sub- 


of the 


ject entitled ‘Raider Emden.’ Not 
the same film. * Kauf. 


COGNASSE 
(FRENCH MADE) 


Paris, Sept. 1. 

A Paramount Joinville production. Parae 
mount release. Directed by the late Louis 
Mercanton, From the play by Rip. Music 
by Raoul Moretti. Lyrics by Rip. Re- 
corded Western Electric. Running time 9 
mins. Paramount, Paris, Sept. 1. 
COBMASES .ccccccccccccecs 
BENG, COBRORSS: secicicee cons Therese Dorny 
The Nurse..... seeeess++Marguerite Moreno 
ge orn yr err Andre Roanne 





Louis Mercanton, veteran French 
director who had been connected 
with the Zukor organization from 
the beginning of motion pictures, 
died suddenly just as this produc- 
tion was completed. As is, it shows 
no trace of unevenness, and is one 
of the best turned out here. 

Rip’s play has been exceedingly 
well adapted to the screen, and 
though the treatment is entirely 
different, there are times when the 
satire in ‘Cognasse’ is somewhat re- 
mindful of Rene Clair’s ‘Liberte.’ 
This is a political satire, not of the 
rich, but of the masses, showing 
their distorted point of view toward 
the upper class. 

Idea lends itself to much comedy 
treatment, and Tramel as the ex- 
ponent of the masses is an excellent 
bet. He is very well supported by 
Therese Dorny, one of the best 
comediennes of the French stage, 
and equally good in films. As to 
Marguerite Moreno, she is only do- 
ing a bit, and Andre Roanne has a 
|; secondary part made necessary by 
the building of the story. 

This shows Tramel, a common 
workman in a wallpaper factory, 
given charge of it by Roanne, the 
young blood who owns it, and dem- 
onstrating how quickly the work- 
man’s red tendencies fade when he 
gets power and money. One line 
| especially drew tremendous laughs 
from the house, which is a play on 
words—translation of which is, ‘One 
| becomes a conservative when sav- 
ing money.’ 

What really makes this comedy 
| go so well with the audience is the 
fact that it is real comedy, but with 
a touch of subtlety which the 
I’'rench like. This is supported bya 
snappy tempo, and good technique, 
and excellent photography by Strad- 
ling. 

With Tramel’s name and proper 
exploitation, it should be a big 
money-maker. Mari, 


Near-Hold-Over Spot 


Pittsburgh, Sept. 12. 

Davis, WB first-run site down- 
town, resumed operations last week 
after being shut down for six weeks. 
will play first-run pictures 
when films that do just short 
ff hold-over business at nearby 
Warner are brought to Davis for 
second-runs. 
McDonald, house manager, 
hasn't yet fully recovered from a 
serious auto accident. Kenny Ken- 
field, mgr. of the Stanley, is pinch 
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WILLIAM A. SEITER- 








: DIRECTOR OF 
“TOO MANY COOKS” | peo Ey Ltd “YOUNG BRIDE” 
“CAUGHT PLASTERED” “GIRL CRAZY” “IS MY FACE RED” 


FOR RADIO PICTURES 





In Preparation “HOT SATURDAY” for Paramount 
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EDMUND GOULDING 


“THE TRESPASSER’ 

‘DEVIL’S HOLIDAY’ 
‘REACHING FOR THE MOON’ 
‘GRAND HOTEL’ 

“BLONDIE OF THE FOLLIES’ 




















EDWARD J. MONTAGNE 


Scenario Editor 
RKO-Radio Pictures 
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The Four Marx brothers 
“HORSE FEATHERS” . TT 
| HERMAN J. 
(Positively Last Resignation) | 
MANKIEWICZ 
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ROBERT Z. LEONARD 


METRO-GOLDWYN-MAYER STUDIOS 
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FOREIGN FILMS 
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. AMERICAN 
DISTRIBUTOR 
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FOREIGN 
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DIRECTOR 











of OUTSTANDING MERIT 


ZWE) MENSCHEN—EIN WALZER Vom STRAU ae 
8 ‘. iN DER € —1914—GITTA 


13 
ae bakes _ Ay STOizZ DER 
ROMPA AGNIE—FRA ALSCH VERBUNDE 


CAPIT AL "vomcr FILM rat ATELACTION 


620—NINTH AVE.. NEW YORK 


‘LIFE BEGINS’ 


‘THE MOUTHPIECE’ 
-WB-FN Preductions 


Now Preparing | VERA GORD ON 


ican THE DARK NADJE 


NOW SUCCESSFULLY PLAYING 
FOR 


Management EDWARD SMALL Company FANCHON AND MARCO 


Hollywood IN 


“Hearts of Broadway” 


LEON LEO 
























































































DOFF| 


DIRECTOR OF PRODUCTIONS 


NOW, CHICAGO THEATRE, CHICAGO 
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COLUMBIA BROADCASTING SYSTEM 
BRUNSWICK RECOROS 
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HOW’ 1 DOIN’ 
“| HEARD’ 
‘CHANT OF THE WEED’ 


AND NUMEROUS OTHER 
SONG HITS 






Dorsonal Management 
THOMAS 6. ROCKWELL 


Mt Is-Rockwellanc. 


ARTISTS REPRESENTATIVES 


7 © 
V7 SEVENTH AVENUE woes? aso sai 





| 





Wt tba, 
































= 





38 VARIETY _ 


Tuesday, September 13, 1932 


$$ ———— — — —4 _—— 





























































































































RKO-RADIO PICTURES 
I 
“HELL’S HIGHWAY” t 
= a semaine ne = 
Distributors | | here’s | 
- M-O-N-E-Y 
. in A-R-T! 
Mr. Exhibitor :— 
i You will find box office satisfaction 
in the presentation of stars known the 
world over. 
As Well as EMIL JANNINGS 
Other Leading | ANNA STEN WILLY FRITSCH 
German LIANE HAID. =. WERNER KRAUS 
and ANNABELLA ALBERT PREJEAN 
adultes: LILIAN HARVEY 
in 
U.S. A. | ROT EX | 
P ICTURES 
Send for Complete CORPORATION 
List of Attractions! LEO BRECHER, Pres. 
PICTURES ACTUALLY PRODUCED | 
| ™ Cco7 
SOVIET RUSSIA : 
ron Risse one Talking Pictures with English a, a 
; oun ewsreels un orts 
Josef Von Sternberg Every Picture Has a Sensational Theme with Exploitation Angles 
Address: AMKINO CORPORATION - | 
723 Seventh Avenue, New York, N. Y. 
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“POLLY WALTERS 


LATE FEATURED COMEDIENNE WITH R-K-O—RADIO PICTURES 
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The Most Amazing Personality in the World of Music! 


He’s home again—the happy, hilarious Highness of Ho-De-Ho— 
back in the famous Cotton Club. where he originated the wild new 
jazz cry which has swept the entire country with its lively enthu- 
siasm—back from the fresh triumphs of his twelve weeks tour of 
the key cities—back to fresher triumphs on the radio and on stages 
of New York Theatres ! 


EXCLUSIVE BRUNSWICK ARTIST 
N. B. C. 


COTTON CLUB, NEW YORK PARADISE THEATRE, NEW YORK 
: September 18 September 23 
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Frank Capra 


“Forbidden” 


“American Madness” 
“Bitter Tea of General Yen” 




















UNDER LONG-TERM CONTRACT 
RKO-RADIO PICTURES 


Helen ‘T'welvetrees 











NOW: STARRING IN 
“WITHOUT SHAME” 


A Metro-Goldwyn-Mayer Production 
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Greetings Internationally 


FROM 


William K. Le Baron 

















CAREY WILSON 


Metro- incenemenheal anor Studios 














HORACE JACKSON 


Latest Screen Plays 


“ROCKABYE” 
“ANIMAL KINGDOM” 
“THE SUN ALSO RISES” 


Radio Pictures 











MUSIC DIRECTION STAGE PRODUCTION 


__ GEORGIE ‘STOLL, 


PARAMOUNT THEATRE, LL. A | 








NINTH MONTH 








* 10TH TRIUMPHANT 
RETURN ENGAGEMENT 
LOEW’S STATE THEATRE 








LOS ANGELES 


WORLD-FAMOUS VIOLIN VIRTUOSO AND CONDUCTOR Mette 
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Paramount 
Super Picture 


“The Big Broadcast’ 


MILLS BROS. Singing 

“OLD MAN OF THE MOUNTAIN” 
and CAB CALLOWAY Doing 
“REEFER MAN” 

“HOT TODDY” 





Paramount 
Animated Carteen 


Presents 
CAB CALLOWAY 


Featuring “OLD MAN OF THE 
MOUNTAIN” 


the most talked of. ‘song in the 


c 
merry. 


MUSIC BYy....... 


bf Tf Om oD) A 
YOUNG 
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BROWN 














OBLISHERS: 


A RECORD IN THE MUSIC BUSINESS NEVER BEFORE ATTAINED BY ANY PUBLISHER 


Established only three months, our publications have been sung and played by the greatest stare 
of the stage and radio. 


The following list of Brunswick, Victor and Columbia records 
is the most auspicious ever achieved in the music indastry 


(LISTED ALPHABETICALLY) 


BILLY BANKS 
“BALDHEADED MAMA” 
“SPIDER CRAWL” 

“OH, YOU SWEET THING” 


BEN BERNIE 
“OLD MAN OF THE MOUNTAIN” 


MILDRED BAILEY 
“LOVE ME TONIGHT” 


BOSWELL SISTERS 
“OLD MAN OF THE MOUNTAIN” 
“OLD YAZOO” 


CHICK BULLOCK 
“SYNCOPATE YOUR SINS AWAY” 
“OH, YOU SWEET THING” 


CAB CALLOWAY 
“OLD MAN OF THE MOUNTAIN” 
“REEFER MAN” 
“YOU GOTTA HO DE HO” 
“ANGELINE” 
“HOT TODDY” 
“THIS TIME IT’S LOVE” 


CASA LOMA ORCHESTRA 
“MANIAC’S BALL” 
“SMOKE RINGS” 
“WHITE JAZZ” 
“BLACK JAZZ” 
“BLUE JAZZ 


BING CROSBY 
“LOVE ME TONIGHT” 


DORSEY BROTHERS 


“SOMEONE STOLE GABRIEL'S HORN” 


“TROMBONE TRICKS” 


DUKE ELLINGTON 
“BLUE TUNE” 
“SWANEE LULLABY” 


EARL HINES 
“BLUE DRAG” 
“OH, YOU SWEET THING” 


CLAUDE HOPKINS 
“MUSH MOUTH” 
“MAD MOMENTS” 


ART JARRET 
“THIS TIME IT’S LOVE” 
“LOVE ME TONIGHT” 





| THREE KEYS 


“SOMEONE STOLE GABRIEL'S HORN” 
“WAH-DEE-DAH” 


HARLAN LATTIMORE 


“REEFER MAN” 
“STRANGE AS IT SEEMS” 


BARON Lee and BLUE RHYTHM 


BAND 
“THIS TIME IT'S LOVE” 
“PAGAN PARADISE” 
“BLUE CHINA ROSE” 
“HOT TODDY” 
“REEFER MAN” 


MILLS BROTHERS 
“OLD MAN OF THE MOUNTAIN® 
“GOTTA BE GONNA BE MINE” 
“DIRT DISHIN’ DAISY” 
“YES, SUH” 


OZZIE NELSON 
“YES, SUH” 


DON REDMAN 
“HOT AND ANXIOUS” 
“IF IT’S TRUE” 
“AIN'T | THE LUCKY ONE? 
“DIRT DISHIN’ DAISY” 
“GIT ALONG” 


SONG-O-PATERS 
“OLD MAN OF THE MOUNTAIN® 


ARTHUR TRACY (Street Singer) 
“MY ROMANCE” 


WARING’S PENNSYLVANIANS 
“OLD MAN OF THE MOUNTAIN” 
“OLD YAZOO” 


ANSON WEEKS 
“LOVE ME TONIGHT” 


VICTOR YOUNG 


“O. K. AMERICA RECORD” 

“SHE WAS JUST A TARTER'S 
DARTER” 

“MY ROMANCE” 

“OLD MAN OF THE MOUNTAIN” 

“LOVE ME TONIGHT” 

“STRANGE AS IT SEEMS” 














“LOVE ME TONIGHT” 


Turned Over to ROBBINS MUSIC CORP. 











CAMPBELL & CONNELLY 


Have Secured European Rights to 


“OLD MAN OF THE MOUNTAIN” and “LOVE ME TONIGHT” 
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ALWLC HE Ce 


MUSIC PUBLISHERS. 1. 
799 Seventh Avenue New York [it 
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INTERNATIONALLY. 
1932-1933 


Will Be a Universal Year 


UNIVERSAL PICTURES CORP. 


al 



































KARL 
FREUND 


Directmg 


“IMHOTEP”’ 


for 


UNIVERSAL 


























ALBERT LOVEJOY 


New Talent Director 
for 


RADIO PICTURES 





Dem bow ’s Plan 





(Continued from page 4) 


lix estimates the increase in busi- 
ness at fully 20%, even with many 
in each town not realizing the pic- 
ture would be shown in only one 
house. The public will have to be- 
come educated to that before the 
full benefits of exclusives are 
known, thinks Dembow. 

Solo exhibition idea may be tried 
by Publix in a dozen other cities 
from time to time, but not as a 
regular policy anywhere. Nor will 
the chain sew up any single pro- 
gram in toto for exclusive exhibi- 
tion. 

Metro’s Tests 


Loew’s will experiment with ex- 
clusives in around a dozen cities, 
says Felix Feist, Metro’s sales head. 
Kansas City’s Midland has just been 
set to experiment with ‘Grand Ho- 
tel’ under the plan. Loew theatres 
do not intend to play all of the 
Metro product exclusively. 

Some indies, notably powerful 
chains among them, are trying to 
buy product exclusively for spots. 
Partnerships of chains doing their 
own buying are similarly negotiat- 
ing. 

Kincey & Wilby, Publix partners 
in the south, are negotiating with 
several distribs for exclusive runs. 
They are after such deals only for 
certain pictures. 

Radio, on the fence on exclusives 
for some time, may sell a few pic- 
tures solo to test out the plan. Jules 
Levy, Radio’s general sales manager, 





| tion of the 








is planning to run down to Char- 
lotte and Atlanta this week to con- 
fer with Kincey-Wilby on exclu- 
sives, 





Atlanta, Sept. 12. 

Distributor representatives from 
New York were among those at- 
tending a hurriedly called conven- 
Southeastern Theatre 
| Owners’ Association to protest 
against exclusive runs here. 
sion opened Sunday (11) and is 
terminating today (Tuesday). 
| Independent action was precipi- 
| tated when Paramount inaugurated 
|\the show-here-only policy with 
| ‘Horse Feathers’ at the Paramount. 
| Loew's has for some time been re- 
ported considering 
iits own key 


Ses- 





exclusiving it 


house here, 

















SAM JAFFE 


RADIO STUDIOS 


ca 


HOLLYWOOD 
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“BLESSED EVENT” 





“THEY CALL IT SIN” 


Howard J. Green 
SCREEN WRITER 
WARNER BROS.-FIRST NATIONAL 


“I AM A FUGITIVE” 


“RADIO GIRL” 
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a CONCLUDED A SECOND RECORD - BREAKING 
SEASON AS THE FEATURE ATTRACTION AT STEEL PIER. 
ATLANTIC CITY.....74000 PAID ADMISSIONS SUNDAY 
SEPT. 4" BREAKING ALL-TIME ATTENDANCE RECORDS OF 
3S YEARS 










Turvy FIVE COLLEGE PROMS PLAYED DURING 
THE 1931-1932 SEASON MORE THAN ANY OTHER DANCE 
ORCHESTRA 


Exclusive Prunswich Aecords 








Personal Management 


r.C.O KEEFE 
a) ik Roclorel INC. 


STS REPRES ENTATIV 
"yp * ENTH AVENUE way ORK “—y 


CIRCLE 7-2584 5-6 
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MR. RICHARD RODGERS 


“LOVE 








MR. LORENZ HART 


Enjoyed writing the songs and musical rhymed dialogue for 
Mr. Mamculian and Mr. Paramoant in 


ME TONIGHT” 


They thank all of the cast from Mr. Chevalier down to Mr. Remus, the 
deer, for their magnificent co-operation. 
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James Cagney 


“W inner Take All” 


Lee Tracy 


“Blessed Event” 


Both Directed By 


ROY DEL RUTH 


Warner Bros.-First National Productions 

















Hollywood 


(Continued from page 6) 


Harry Bailey from Milwaukee to 
manage the house. Charles Wuerz, 
an F&M company manager, will 
manage the Orpheum, San Fran- 
cisco, reopening Sept. 28. 


Millen Adapts ‘Exile’ 
‘Exile Express’ is off the Univer- 
sal story shelf. James Knox Mi)- 
len is doing a treatment, 











Stephen to Hollywood 
William Stephen has been shifted 
by Edward Small agency from New 
York to Hollywood. 





Payne Checks Theatres 
Charles Payne, Universal Pictures 
Corp. treasurer, is here for studio 
meetings and to inspect U theatre 
properties. 





Rayco to Goldstone 
Distribution of the Rayco 16mm. 
talker set, which includes camera 
and projection machine, will be 
handled in Los Angeles territory by 
Phil Goldstone. RCA outfit sells 
for $150. 


New Academy Members 
Membership drive of the Motion 
Picture Academy garnered 25 new 
names this week. Among producers 
who joined are Sam Bischoff, Sam 
Briskin, Henry Ginsberg, Merian C. 
Cooper and Leon Schlessinger. Di- 





rectors joining included Harry 
Beaumont, Charles Brabin, David 
Howard and Harry Pollard. Among 


new players were Anita Page, War- 
ren William, Wallace Ford and Fay 
Wray. 





Durante’s Stage Yen 

Jimmy Durante left for 16 days 
in New York Saturday (10) and 
hopes to get the consent of Metro 
to remain there for ‘Forward 
March,’ the Brown-Henderson musi- 
cal, if he has no immediate assign- 
ment, 

Roxy Returned 

S. L. (Roxy) Rothafel left for 
New York by rail Friday (9) to con- 
fer on finishing plans for Radio 
City’s music hall. 





Semi-monthly meeting of casting 
directors revived by Producers’ as- 
sociation, 


Warner Underwriting 


Electrical pageant honoring Gov- 
ernor Roosevelt costing $50,000 is 
being underwritten by Jack Warner. 


Will be staged at 
stadium Sept. 24, 


the 





Olympic 











DICK POWELL 


Under Long-Term Contract to Warner Bros. Pictures 


STAGE—Three and one-half years as M.C. at Stanley and HPnright 
theatres, Pittsburgh, Pa. 


RADiIO—Three and one-half years on World’s Pioneer Station, 
KDKA, Pittsburgh. 


PICTURES—‘Blessed Event.” Now on loan to Fox for Will 
Rogers’ “Jubilo.” More to follow with WB starting Septem- 
ber 1. 


My Grateful Appreciation to: 


JOHN H. HARRIS, HAROLD KEMP, RUFUS LeMAIRE 
and ROY DEL RUTH 
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MARK SANDRICH - - - RADIO PICTURES 


DIRECTOR 
Clark & McCuHough Series—Chic Sale Series 











MICKEY ROONEY 


ORIGINAL MICKEY (Himself) McGUIRE 


Featured Player with Universal Studio and Darmour RKO 


NOW Touring RKO Circuit of Theatres 


Direction: WEBER-SIMON AGENCY 
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She Outstanding Wusical Gonius of today N 6 
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THE MOST VERSATILE OF ALL MODERN muSICIANS |. L 
CONDUCTOR * COMPOSER * ARRANGER, | 


Siisaiale 





























greatest musical feats of your career in the production of 
our SHOWBOAT alban. 


Maxwell House “Lord You Made 


{Electrical Transcriptions) 


The Night Too 


Your unusual presentation of this glorious score - 


CONDUCTED 116 BROADWAY "NEW YORRGITY : COMPOSER OF 
THE FOLLOWING 
COAST TO COAST i “Old Man of the 
RADIO September 9, 1982 i Mountain” 
PROGRAMS H “Love Me 
i = To-Night” () | 
Mr. Victor Young } be 7 
Goodyear mints | : “South In My Soul | 
Hart, Schaffner Seah Shataps | “Can't We Talk It - 
& Marx einiin ae ae mea eel think’ Bed gna Bey Bye the | | Over 
| 


C 
W 


r 
: 
WY 
in 
K. 
: 





. plus your orchestrations and orchestral accompaniments to such L ” 
Hind’s Almond ertiste as HELEN MORGAN, PAUL ROBESON, JAMES MELTON, the COUBTESS ong 
ALBANI and FRANK MUNB ie indeed worthy of the commendation of a ” 
Cream the entire music world. Too Late 
° Good luck. 
Crisco ; “Sweet Sue” 
Sincerely, 
Studebaker ms “My Romance” 
. Maytag 


“Was | To Blame” 
Peter's Shoe me < | And Other Hits 
Recording Fo nn oll i 


$$ SN y 


Suusical Director of 
AMERICAN and BRUNSWICK RECORD CORP. 





Fucburive Managoment 
ec 
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LA COMPAGNIE DU CINEMA 


36 Avenue Hoche, Paris, France HENRI ULLMANN, Managing Director 


NEW FRENCH PRODUCING ORGANIZATION 


with Firmin Gemier and Saint-Granier 


PRODUCING FOR FOX FILMS, S. A. 


AND OTHERS 4. 


























I. A. Inquiry 





(Continued from page 6) 


eral efforts to have the Empire 

pickets removed, without avail. 
Subpoenas for appearance before 
the Bronx Grand Jury today (Tues- 
day), were served yesterday after- 
noon on Sam Kaplan and Jack 
Winnick of 306, and Arthur Farkash. 
They are to testify concerning re- 
cent bombings in Manhattan, Brook- 

lyn and the Bronx. 

During the past week no addi- 
tional 8€6 houses have switched to 


Empire, but on top of the picketing 
Empire is charged with duplicating 
poster, box-office plate and other 
methods of its rival to gain public Late Ballet Mistress of the Roxy, New York 
good will. ‘Safety crew’ gag is now 
being worked by both sides and, Who Has Been Chosen for the Post of 
; . alleges 306, some of their posters are 
; heing demolished. m = a 
Permit Men Ballet Mistress of Radio City 


During the past week a meeting of 
306 permit members was held, at 








’ which it was declared that many of 
° . e ° its cperators had been approached “VARIETY,” JUNE 14, 1932 
Playing to Capacity Business by Empire to swing their allegiance. “The Bolero has been done many times on many stages, but not 
dat t ingle 306 man, on until its interpretation at the Roxy this week has its mounting ex- 
To ate not a singi ’ citement been so much as sensed...Simply, directly, Florence Rogge 
This Week (Sept j checkup, has flown the Kaplan coop, has sought to depict its fierce but restrained passion, its throbbing, 
. e ‘ laimed hil it slowly crescendo theme, Directing the combined forces of the ballet 
it is claimed. Meanwhile, perm , 
' . : Ae ff 4 Kap 4 306 corps and the Roxyettes, she has set them to providing variety in 
silt members ottere aplan an dance formations for a number whose basic monotonous repetition 
access to its savings fund, amount- receives here at last the diversity of treatment it demands and ware 
: rants...It ends all at once, almost too soon, an ecstatic, frenzie 
non Bagg reteony Hated 00 This a = triumph, a triumph for the crew, the staff, Comez and Winona and 
Sul up by e@ perm men in éevi- Miss Rogge.’’"—CECELIA AGER, 





























dence of their good faith until be- 
coming card members. Kaplan re- 
fused the offer. ——— ST — — —— 


On Thursday (8) 306 inserted ads 





in Erooklyn ‘Eagle’ and ‘Times,’ After Four Years of European Triumphs 

| E W Y 0 Kn K offering $500 reward for information FRANK MARION 
leading to proof as to who threw 
chernical bombs in the Farragut, BERNARD d RICH 
Brooklyn. This is one of the A. H. an 
Schwartz houses which recently |} Now DANCING OUR WAY THRU PARAMOUNT-PUBLIX THEATRES 
swung over to Empire. Motive is IN AMERICA 


appurently i ired by the hope that - 
wie sng ern “ vhs DeLuxe Picture House Representative, SAM BRAMSON—WM. 


















































Direction WM. MORRIS proof can be uncovered showing that : hs 
306 operators had nothing to do MORRIS OFFICE. Foreign Representative, FOSTER AGENCY > 
with this bombing, which occurred Thanks to MR. LEON LEONIDOFF for a Pleasant Engagement at 
while its men were in the theatre's Chicago Theatre, Chicago 
booth. 
LN Me = —————————— a —— — ——- = NS 





BING BANG BING 


| J 3 O M P A L R I > O . A ssiaean AROUND’ 


With the WHEELER TWINS and BARBARINA and PAL 


Have Opened Our 1933 Season at Palace Theatre, Chicago—With A BANG 
Thanks to My Advisers 


DAVE MARKS LEW and AL WERTHEIMER 
JOE RIFKIN | ROSCOE “FATTY” ARBUCKLE 
JACK NEMAR LOUIS LIPSTONE 

BURNY TOPLITZKY LEO MORRISON 


JOHNNY SIMON AND MY COMPETITOR WALLACE BEERY, “YOU RASCAL” 
Contracts by—RKO, Foster London Agency, Wm. Morris, Loew and Warner Bros. 
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International Film Distribution 


: % 1540 Broadway, New York City 
Cable: Autenrep, New York and London ‘ 


London Paris Berlin 
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transtormin nebulous plans into 


theatre-° jetta 8 
Chiefly Institut’, 
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i definite 

early action. producers see in the pillboards 

a show medium adapted to serve them i 

we -establishing some 0 the partially eclipsed 
i i ; mes, DO h 


cor and 1 syidual. ¢ e are : 

are jooking upon the explosive message® 0 Ca S eG 

the poards with the somewhat wistiul 4 to 

Senin oe announce th 





S veral Companies P re to advertising managet is convinced, he say>> Steadil \ reasing ber ot 
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With Growin of O -~ planar — se : “7 Noted: ® yon Circut 
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fimism | General Business ram ag metropolitay & ates, circuits ar¢ d Theatt 4 Men Rev “ d 
comin \ them for r neg 
There % rapidly 4 mulating evidence theatres pecause ost | f ine yoat- although t circul 
that the motion picture yndustry will assume newsP3t x space on the pasis of jarge Cty poards has increased treme 
nee more its tion a e amon wide, circulations: n New ork, RKO,  larse yncreases ins 
the large USer® of billboard gdvertising space Publix, Loew, ® and Fox Theatres have sev- ‘The advettigs 
across ation eral thousand poards under contract: said 
The spreading note of general pusiness b, dvertising ager © 
optimism sg lending impetus to the sndustry’$ = yses DOA 
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r Advertising Everywh 
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New York City gs Bank Building 
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Now Bringing Back Thai 
Good Old Box-Office Smile 


The Screen’s First 
Football Murder Mystery 


“70,000 
WITNESSES” 


By CORTLAND FITZSIMMONS 








WitTH 


PHILLIPS HOLMES 
DOROTHY JORDAN 
CHARLIE RUGGLES 
JOHNNY MACK BROWN 
J. FARRELL MAC DONALD 


Directed by 


Xi. RALPH MURPHY 


CHARLES R. ROGERS, President 


- ss 


LAURENCE 
(Yes, Mr. Thalberg’) 
STALLINGS 


‘Always with M-G-M 





ij 
i 
; 


CASEY ROBINSON 


WRITER — DIRECTOR 





RKO-Radio Pictures 





PHIL HARRIS 


AND 
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HIS 


AMBASSADOR HOTEL COCOANUT GROVE ORCH., 
LOS ANGELES 


FULFILLING TWO YEAR CONTRACT TO MAY, 1934 





Pereonally Contracted for 
REO PICTURES 


N.B.C, NIGHTLY 





HELPING PARAMOUNT TO MAKE 
THIS PARAMOUNT?’S Gfastanounl YEAR 


Ready 
Soon 
The Romance of the 
World's Play-Spot 


“MADISON 
SQUARE 
GARDEN” 


By THOMSON EURTIS 
WITH 

JACK OAKIE 

THOMAS MEIGHAN 

MARIAN NIXON 

ZASU PITTS 


LEW CODY 
Directed by 
HARRY JOE BROWN 


AND 5 OTHER SHOWMANSHIP SPECIALS 


| CHARLES R. ROGERS PRODUCTIONS 


PRODUCING AT THE PARAMOUNT STUDIOS, HOLLYWOOD, CALIFORNIA 
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Now 
Filming 
The Year's Most 
Unusual Melodrama 


“METROPOLITAN 
GARAGE” 


(TEMPORAY TITLE) 
By FRANK MITCHELL DAZBY 


WiITIE 


EDMUND LOWE 


WYNNE GIBSON 
JAMES GLEASON 
LOIS WILSON 
DICKIE MOORE 





HARRY JOE BROWN, Vice-President 























THE PARAMOUNT 


PUBLIX-MICHIGAN 


NOW AT THE 
DETROIT 
“Variety,” Aug. 2nd 
“Lou Forbes with the over- 
ture turned in the outstanding 
applause getter...Sticking to his 
previous routine he tops his two 
weeks previous effect with this 


one «nd doing it with the added 
handicap of only 14 men.” 




















Thanks te £00 BROCE 





FANCHONé MARCO 





feotured Acts - 





FANCHON & MARCO Present 


SYLVIA CLARK 


In “HER BIRTHDAY PARTY” 


BOBBIE KUHN as “UNCLE BOBBIE” 


| WILTON CRAWLEY. 


‘The Thunder Storm of Jazz’ 


With HOT LIPS—HOT HIPS 
‘NIGHT CLUB’ Idea 




















Now Booking—Harry Richman in ‘i Love a Pa- 





PERCY HEATH 


Paramount 
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Ree ee a 
Stanley Distributing Corporation 


729 Seventh Avenue 


IRA H. SIMMONS 
President 


Now Releasing 
RADIO SERIES—13 one-reel subjects. First two releases 
HARRY RICHMAN in “I Love a Parade,” and The Jesters, “Pep, 
Vim and Vigor.” Sure-fire box-office attractions with exceptional 
audience reaction starring Royalty of Radioland, Third subject, 
_ starring SOPHIE TUCKER, ready this month. 


CINELOG FEATURETTES 


Series of six subjects made with Western Electric wide-range 
portable equipment. Travel reels that will set a new standard in 
the short-subject field! 

WATER GIPSIES 


All-talking feature production adapted from novel by A. P. Her- 
bert, featuring SAR! MARITZA and distinguished cast, 


























NN PENNINGTON 


THIS WEEK (Sept. 9) 








rade,"’ The Jesters, “Pep. Vim and Viger,” one- 
feet featurettes, Radte Series. 





L : 729 Seventh 
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STANLEY onrenatron 


Avenue, New Yerk 





LOEW’S PARADISE 
NEW YORK. - 
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WHY ? 


HAS A HOUSE TO HOUSE CANVASS—IN THE FRONT DOOR AND OUT 
\ ' hy THE BACK—REVEALED ME AS THE GREATEST INTERNATIONAL SIN- 








a HANDED LOVER THAT EVER HA-CHA-CHA'D ACROSS THE CELLU- 
ID? 


\ ' 7 h AM | HAILED THROUGHOUT CONTINENTS AND SUBURBS AS THE SEC- 
Y OND DON JUAN—AND TWICET. AS GOOD AS THE FOIST? 


| TAKES OFF MY COAT AND STARTS GIVIN’ 'EM THISA AND THATA 


Wh DOES GARBO GET DIZZY SPELLS—DIETRICH GO PIECE-MEAL—WHEN 
y UNDER KLEAGLES? 











| KNOW I’M NOT GOOD LOOKIN’, BUT WHAT’S MY OPINION AGAINST 
THOUSANDS OF OTHERS? 





Why AM | THE TOAST AND PET OF THE DEBUTANTES OF TWO CONTINENTS? 


























. Is it the 
Is it the ? sisehasle 
rags lilt of the 
ae . schnaz? 
+ 
y 
Is it the 0 —OR 
mischevious is it that 
twinkle of the . CERTAIN 
eye? } SOMETHING? 


























25,000 in Prizes for the best answers to the above questions! 


Very small type (No Prizes If No Answers Are Test) 


First Prize .........16,000 Third Prize ........ 7,000 
Second Prize ....... 3,000 Fourth Prize ....... 9,000 


AND PM LOSING MONEY! 


JIMMY SCHNOZZLE DURANTE 


The Man Who Puzzles Scientists as Much as Scientists Puzzle Him! 





ADDRESS ALL COMMUNICATIONS TO: 


SIR CHAUNCEY UMPCHAY THROCKMORTON, Jr. 


Secretary to Mr. Durante and a Man’s Man in His Own Right! 


OR TO MY SOLICITORS: 


REISNER, VON TAUROG & MacARTHUR 


= : ; = =z ne nes 
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M-C’s % Demands 

























Los Angeles, Sept. 12. 
First concrete step to end double 
features out here is Metro’s deter- 
mination to insist on percentage 


splits on all bookings for the new 
season regardless of rental price, 
run or zoning restrictions. Distri- 
buting organization has set a fixed 
policy of a percentage sharing ar- 
rangement based on a split figure. 
High rentals, on a par with last 
seasons prices, plus the percentage 
demand will make it almost pro- 
hibitive for exhibs to: double. This 
practice is poison to Metro, although 
it realizes that neither it nor other 
distribs can take any definite ac- 
tion against use of dual features. 
M-G takes the stand that its prod- 
uct entitles it to share in any box- 
office averages which may accrue 
from the booking. It insists that 
the exhibitor who buys M-G-M pic- 
tures under the new arrangement 
will be no worse off in the event of 


As First Coast 
Slap at Doubles 








\a flop at the b.o. than if he were sold 
on a straight price basis. 
Another definite stand by M-G is 


Not Interested 





ie refusal to share with exhibs in ee ‘12 
the cost of give-aways. On the ee ee oe 
contrary, it will demand the full| . & Samm, . 

ager, was in a quandry the 


rental price contracted. a 


| other distributing organizations : , , ee 
permitting circuits, notably Fox) his matinee audience consisted 


West Coast, to deduct the cost of | of one woman. Eames wanted 
give-aways from the gross before|| to see the eclipse, 80 did his 
arriving at a percentage sharing | employes, but not this one 
basis. ‘Case is cited where F-WC, | woman, 
giving away 100 Essex touring cars, Eames finally persuaded his 
is deducting the net cost per car, lone patron to take back the 
$425, from admission price, closed shop 


the b.o. gross on the 
night the car is given away, or from and the staff went out and 
took a look. 


| BALTO. ALLIED PICKS 
UP SOME AD SHEKELS 


Percentage demands of M-G-M 
Baltimore, Sept. 12. 


will preclude the possibility of the 
theatre men using another distrib’s 
Though Allied nationally may be 
still trying to figure some scheme 


feature on the same night, unless 
it be a straight-buy independent 
release, cost of which will have to 
be figured in with M-G-M’s sharing 
split. 
for merchandising their screens, the 
local Allied group is adding to its 
treasury by selling its silver sheets 
to various commercial accounts. 

In a deal with the Max company, 
local department store, the Allied 
tin-box added almost $1,000 by giv- 
ing the store 40 screens on which 
to advertise its fifth anniversary. 


as 


afternoon of the eclipse when 

















Rodney’s Look 


San Francisco, Sept. 12. 


Rodney Pantages was in Oakland 
last week looking over the dark 
Paramount there with intentions of 
taking it over from F-WC. 

Theatre was huilt by Publix last 
year and assumed by Fox under an 
operating agreement. Closed two 
months ago. 











WB Mer. Pleads Nolo 














On Larceny Charge 








Congratulations 


and 


Best Wishes 


AL CHRISTIE 


Worcester, Mass., Sept. 12. 


Henry T. Nayor, former manager 
of the Warner theatre, and two of 
his employees appeared in court 
here, pleaded nolo to charges of 
larceny, and their cases were filed. 
Nayor indicted on a charge of con- 
spiracy to steal and the larceny of 
more than $15,000. James J. Foley, 
doorman, and Viola Malm, cashier, 
charged with the larceny of $510 
each, 

Court was told by Asst. Dist. Atty. 
Hoban that restitution had been 
made in full. Officials of the com- 
pany which bonded Nayor caused 
his arrest. Hoban said that about 
all the information he had obtained 
had come from Foley and Miss 
Malm, and that the other evidence 
was in the New York office of War- 
ner Brothers, but there was no law 








by which the company could be 
forced to produce it. rs 














HARVEY THEW 


“SILVER DOLLAR” 
(WARNER BROS.) 


| American Seating Co. in 
New Suit Against H-F 


Los Angeles, Sept. 12. 
American Seating Co., through an 
assignee, has filed another suit in 
Superior court against Hughes- 
Franklin Theatres to collect prom- 
issory notes that have come due. 
Five notes, totaling $2,810, are 
basis for the new suit. 





N. S. S. Moves 
National Screen Service Corp. 
now in the Film Centre Building, 
New York, occupying two floors. 
Service department’s on the sec- 
ond level with executive offices on 
the 14th. 











Suffering Exhibs Seek 
6 P. M. Border Closing 


Los Angeles, Sept. 12, 
Hit by the recent order from 
Washington permitting the Mexican 
border, at Port San Ysidro, to re- 
until midnight, 





main open nightly 
San Diego theatre owners, particu- 
larly the indies, are waging a con- 
certed fight to have 6 o'clock clos- 
ing restored. 

Indies, headed by Gus Aarons, 
president of the local organization, 
say that since the midnight closing 
order patronage has dropped to al- 
most nothing. Many face closing if 
the situation is not remedied. 

Tia Juana and Caliente, over La- 
bor Day, drew thousands of visitors, 





with approximately 10,000 cars 
checked in and out. 
BLUM BACK IN BIZ 
Baltimore, Sept. 12. 


After being out of the businesss 
for about 18 months. Herman Blum, 
president of the local Allied group. 
is once more an exhibitor. 

Has again taken the lease on the 
Idle Hour, main stem subsequent 
grind spot, which he had operated 
for years before turning it back to 
the building owners. 





All Nite Grind’s Fire 
Kills One and Panics 
Undressed Audience 


Oakland, Sept. 12. 

Film explosion in the Broadway, ° 
downtown all night grind, killed 
Monte Crankhite, an assistant opere 
ator, critically injured E. J. Gomez, 
head projectionist, and seriously hurt 
four o.hers, one a visitor in the 
booth. Royal Cooper, relief, is not 
expected to live. 

Robert Helms owns the theatre 
which is used by derelicts as a flop 
house, About 100 patrons in the 
house at the time, many partially 
undressed, who milled around ia 
panic. 


Damage estimated at $25,000. 





Ass’t Mgr. Confesses a 
Year After Robbery 


Denver, Sept. 12. 

After over a year of freedom, Bert 
Vought, formerly assistant manager 
of the Capitol theatre, Scranton, 
Pa., confessed to local police that 
he stole the $600 payroll and $400 
receipts during July last year. 

Vought came to Colorado and was 
working on a ranch near here whea 
he ~*~. himself up. 








CARY GRANT 
Happy to be with 
PARAMOUNT 

















Now Playing in 
“HOT SATURDAY” 
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RANDOLPH oUUTT 


JUST COMPLETED 


“HERITAGE OF THE DESERT” 


For 
PARAMOUNT 
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Featured in 


ZANE GREY’S SERIES 























Best Wishes From 
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SAM KAPLAN, President 
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SITA MOR 
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Under Contract to FOX FILMS 
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PERSONAL 
EFFECTUAL 
MANAGEMENT 











In our management of artists, writers and directors, we j 
pledge complete and individual service to further their im- t 
mediate and future interests. ‘f 


We supply a personal contact between client and repre-— 
sentative which has so far been Jacking in artist representa- © 
tion. | 
‘And, withal, an essential dignity and position worthy of | 
everyone concerned. ; 


AD SCHULBERG- 
CHARLES K. FELDMAN, Inc. 


LAURA D. WILK JACK GORDEAN MARGARET ETTINGER | 
Story Dept. Associate Publicity 
Taft Bldg. Phone: 
HOLLYWOOD HILLSIDE 4151 


Cable Address ; SHUFELD 
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GEORGE POSFORD 


Writers of ‘GOOD NIGHT VIENNA,’ (to be released in U. S. A. under the title of ‘MAGIC NIGHT’) 
Extend Their Appreciative Thanks to MR. S. VAN LIER, MR. HUBERT MARSH, MR. HERBERT WILCOX 


FOR HAVING HELPED THEM TO ATTAIN INTERNATIONAL RECOGNITION 


P. S.—Hoping shortly to announce Stage and Screen arrangements for their latest collaboration ‘Imperial Eagle,’ A Drama With Music. 
































HARRY 
HERVEY 


Under Contract to Paramount 


ORIGINALS 


“Shanghai Express” 
“Passport to Hell” 
“Prestige” 

“The Devil and the Deep” 
“Destroyer” 


“Conga” 
In Collaboration with Carleton Hildreth 


ADAPTATIONS 


“Madame Butterfly” 
“The Wiser Sex’ 
“The Cheat” 








Kincey-Wilby Add 
15 Publix Houses; 
Total Is Now 61 


Kincey & Wilby become the most 
extensive theatre operators in the 
south through the addition of 15 
Publix houses. Acquiring a minor 
interest in this group, stretching as 
far west as Nashville, Tenn., R. B. 
Wilby and H. F. Kincey become 
Publix partners in full operating 
control over these houses effective 
Friday (16). 

Together with the 35 houses in the 
Kincey North Carolina group, and 
the 11 in the Wilby Alabama group, 
both long under partnerships with 
Publix, K-W will be operating for 
Publix in Alabama, North Carolina, 
South Carolina, Florida, Tennessee, 
Georgia and Virginia. A week ago 
the 15 houses turned into the Kin- 
cey-Wilby partnership, were trans- 
ferred to the division manned by R. 
J. O'Donnell. Previously they had 
been under Dave Chatkin. O’Don- 
nell will handle the balance of the 
south for Publix. 

Theatres going to K-W are Para- 
mount, Atlanta; Tivoli, Rialto and 
State, Chattanooga; Alabama, 
Strand and Galax, Birmingham; 
Tennessee, Riviera and _ Strand, 
Knoxville; Paramount, Nashville, 
Paramount and Strand, Bristol, Va.; 
Paramount, Charlottesville, Va.; 
Paramount and Strand, Lynchburg, 
Va., and Paramount, Newport News, 
Va. 

Of the three in Birmingham, two 
(Strand and Galax) were previously 
in the Frank Merritt partnership, 
Merritt operating. Merritt remains 
a partner of Publix in those opera- 
tions, it thus becoming three-cor- 
nered on control. 








Tex. Back to Normal 


Galveston, Sept. 12. 

Now that the Democratic pri- 
maries are over, and Mrs. Miriam A. 
(‘Ma’) Ferguson, slated for the gov- 
ernor’s office on the first of the year 
with her husband, James E. Fergu- 
son, impeached governor, as chief 
adviser, show biz in Texas returns 
to normal. 

Hectic campaign preceding pri- 
maries had cut theatre attendance to 
some extent at many points. 





L. & Theatres, Bandmen, 
Still at Odds on Scale 


Los Angeles, Sept. 12. 
Musicians and theatre circuit ex- 
ecs are still far from reaching an 
accord as to wage scales and work- 
ing conditions for the new season. 


Several conferences have been held 
in the past two weeks -with the 
band men showing a disposition to 
makes certain concessions, but these 
have failed to meet the theatres’ de- 
mands. 

Contracts for all local deluxers 
expired Sept. 1, musicians continu- 
ing at the theatres on the old scale 
pending a new agreement. 

Managers want a sliding scale 
based on number of pit men used, 
longer working periods per shift, 
and no restrictions as to the num- 
ber of men employed. 

Differences will probably be 
worked out before the end of the 
month. 








Closing Hollywood Pan; 
F-WC Takes U.A. Site 


Los Angeles, Sept. 12. 

It is definitely set that Fox West 
Coast will close the Pantages, Holly- 
wood, Wednesday night (14), house 
remaining dark possibly three 
weeks, or until the return of Charles 
Skouras from the east with a new 
policy setup. 

California, San Diego, dark for 
several months, reopens Friday (16), 
with a policy of weekly changes on 
straight sound. Day preceding the 
California reopening, the Fox, San 
Diego, resumes Fanchon & Marco 
stage units, for a Thursday to Sat- 
urday (3-day) run weekly. 

The new United Artists at El Cen- 
tro, 1,600 seat-deluxer completed last 
spring as a part of United Artists’ 
theatre building campaign, has been 
leased by F-WC and opens Sept. 21. 
This provides the Imperial Valley 
district with its first refrigerated 
picture house. John W. Paoli, man- 
ager of the Imperial there, will also 
supervise the United Artists. 

Previously announced as closing 
this week is the circuit’s Criterion 
here in L. A., which passes to Prin- 
cipal Theatres, Inc., a second run 
grind. 


Alexander Bankruptcy 
Excludes Film Firm 


Denver, Sept. 12. 


Alexander Industries, Inc., owner 
of most of the stock in the Alex- 
ander Film Co., has been granted 
voluntary bankruptcy. Move does 
not affect the film company, which 
will continue in business. 

Companies moved to Colorado 
Springs from here several years ago, 
parent firm manufacturing aero- 
planes. 





Chasing ‘Giant Swing’ 

Radio is dicker for W. R. 
Burnett’s newest book, ‘The Giant 
Swing.’ Story is laid in an amuse- 
ment park. 














WE BROUGHT YOU 


‘Two Hearts’ 


IN WALTZ TIME” 


(Now Available with English 
Super-Imposed Titles) 


For the Coming Season 
We Wiil Repeat with 
TWO sMASH HITS 


‘Comradship’ 


(“KAMERADSCHAFT”) 
A Gigantic Achievement— 
Europe’s Raging Film 
Sensation! 


Awarded the Gold Medal by London 
Faculty of Arts as the world’s finest 
film of the year! 


—A LSO— 


‘Queen Louise’ 


(Luise, Koenigen von Preussen) 


with HENRY PORTEN 
Europe’s Greatest Dramatic Actress 


A natural! A _ predestined box 
office success! 


Both Available Now 


As Well as Other Established 
Iox-Office Hits 


ASSOCIATED CINEMAS 
OF AMERICA, Inc. 
154 W. 55th St., New York 


Cable: “Cinema—New York” 




















FRANK BORZAG 


DIRECTOR OF 


“BAD GIRL” 


“YOUNG AMERICA” 


“FAREWELL TO ARMS” 
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= Ted Lewis # 
Away from Broadway 


With Apologies to Walter Winchell 


Que 
—_ —_ -- —— 


Portrait of Ted Lewis Talking To Himself 


Wish everybody who is crying box office depression could be with me on my 





tour of the West...Maybe I ought to reprint in ““Variety’’ what some of the critics 
have been saying about the new act...I'd have to buy up the entire paper to print 
only part of them...The business we've been drawing wherever we go says a 
whole high hatful for our pulling power...I always knew my boys and myself 
could play blues, drive away blues from our audiences...But the way the man- 
agers came around to us and gave us the glad hand for filling their houses, boy, 
was that a thrill!!!...We drove the blues right out of them, and they began getting 
the real idea behind that ‘Is Everybody Happy” slogan of mine. ... (Hope folks don’t 


think we're braggin’, for we're not. ..records are records. ) 


Bd 


‘And we got a whole lot to be thankful for, too... Those managers everywhere 
were great to us (that ought to go in Variety, too)...And then we owe a debt of 
gratitude to the way Fanchon & Marco co-operated with us... There's a fine or- 
ganization and we're proud to work with them... They have left nothing undone. . «; 
And there’s the William Morris office, our agents. ..(Isn't that Abe Lastfogel a 
great guy?)...And H. Harold Gumm, our personal representative. ..Great help 
they all give us, and we are grateful to them all. ..(Am I getting too sentimental?) 
... Well, anyway, we want to give credit where credit is due. 

; fk 

Here I am rambling around like a columnist when I ought to be thinking up new 
numbers to put in the act... That’s the way with us all... We think we ought to be 
something we aren't. ..I’m a performer (by this time that’s not immodest) and here 
1 am trying to pull a Walter Winchell. . .1 guess 1 owe Walter a few saxophone les- 
sons for stealing his style. . .But I guess he wouldn't lay claim to this as being any- 
way near his style any more than | would say it was me playing a clarinet if he was 
trying to imitate me. . . But where was |?. . .Oh, yes. . .1 was thinking it’s about time 
to bring this to a close and go back to the things for which I'm best fitted. . . agree?, 


... 5S Everybody Happy?” ...S’ leng! 


E Cod Lewis 
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Over-Done, Misdivided, Non-Stop 


Revue-Vaud on Wane in London 





London, Sept. 1. 


The continuous variety-revue 
boom in the West End is compara- 
tively over. The public having sat- 
isfied its curiosity regarding this 
new form of entertainment is now 
concerning itself with the merits or 
demerits of competing spots. 

At present there are eight houses 
in the West End devoted to this 
type of entertainment, with the Vic- 
toria Palace and Vaudeville ready 
to join the throng shortly. 

The houses and their activities 
Are: 

Daly’s Theatre, a low ¢ost lay- 
out, comprising mostly number 2 
acts, and a still cheaper form of 
cabaret. This sort of thing might 
satisfy Louis J. Seymour, the pro- 
moter, formerly a performer and 
now in the real estate business, 
where he is reputed to have made 
a lot of money. Attendance on de- 
cline, 

Leicester Sq. 


Leicester Square Theatre, under 
the regime of the Aga brothers, 
gives a much better entertainment, 
although it is far from high class. 
The boys, being carried away by 
the press eulogies, are beginning to 
kid themselves theirs is the best 
show in town. They mostly rely on 
‘presentations,’ which are not over- 
flowing with ideas, and acts. Some 
of these acts are ordinary, with one 
or two favored ones, who, for some 
reason have long contracts, It is 
understood the Aza brothers have 
an eight weeks’ contract with Sir 
Walter Gibbons, the owner of the 
house, and what will happen after- 
wards is difficult to foresee. 

London Pavilion is about the only 

house that is taking this continuaus 
variety idea seriously, and even it 
is having difficulty getting attrac- 
tions. They know they need acts 
and they are trying hard to get 
them. And they are likely to suc- 
ceed. 
The Phoenix theatre started out 
with an idea, and looked like get- 
ting away with it, with Lucien 
Sammett working hard. But lack of 
finance and _ internal bickering, 
coupled with the intense heat, killed 
the project temporarily. Sammet is 
not licked, has already found a new 
backer and reopens the middle of 
September under a new arrange- 
ment with the owner, Victor Luxen- 
bourg, who gets a flat rental of 
$1,000 a week. The policy of the 
house will be four shows daily, with 
new talent, presentations and. one 
‘name’ attraction. 


Revues at Prince of Wales 


The Prince of Wales theatre, now 
being operated by the lessee, Charles 
Clore, specializes in so-called Inter- 
national revues, which are really 
girl parades in extreme undress. 
However, they are finding it pretty 
difficult to make ends meet, are 
encountering plenty of losing weeks, 
and if they break even they con- 
sider they have had a good week. 
Tom Arnold has now leased the 
house from Clore, and opens Sept. 
19 with an English version of one 
of the Folies Bergere revues. 


The Windmill theatre, which 
started the vogue, goes merrily 
along, and is not losing. Its over- 


head is very small, its capacity is 
the same, and its salaries are on 
@ par with both, A place like this 
can keep going without losing or 
making much, ” 


Vic Palace 


Victoria Palace, which goes con- 
tinuous variety-revue, Oct. 10, will 
have special presentations to be 
created by Charles Henry, always 
a favorite of Charles Gulliver, in 
the days when revue was the dish 
at the Palladium. The continuous 
idea for chis place was originally 
suggested to Charles Gulliver eight 
~months ago, when the boom was in 
4.3 infancy, but whether it has a 
chance now is debatable, as there 
are too many in the field already. 

However, Victoria Palace has one 
advantage the others lack, its lo- 
cation, being right next to Victoria 
Station, one of the biggest railway 
terminals in England, and must, 
therefore, reap the benefit of tran- 
sient trade. But it all depends on 
the quality of entertainment. 

Lack of talent, lack of ideas in 
presentations, the sameness of en- 
tertainment in most of these houses 
are the main handicaps, 

The short experience has revealed 
that continuous variety cannot be 
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Trailer Wins 


Los Angelés, Sept. 12 

Veteran two-man comedy act 
fared badly at its opening show 
at a local combo house. Team 
rushed out immediately after 
the initial stanza and ordered 
a trailer for use just pricr to 
their act. 

Trailer announced they were 
the oldest comedy team in con- 
tinuous service. It had the de- 
sired effect, and the pair drew 
liberal approbation after the 
screen apology. 


RUDD WELCOMED BACK 
BY FRIENDS’ $650 AD 


Minneapolis, Sept. 12. 


When Al Rudd resumed his post 
as musical director at the RKO 
Orpheum, 109 of his friends and ad- 
mirers, including three district 
court judges, chipped in for a $650 
full page newspaper ad to welcome 
him back. 


Rudd was supplanted as director 
of the orchestra two years ago after 
20 years at the post for Orpheum 
theatres here. When Carl Johnson 
took his place as director Rudd re- 
mained with the orchestra as a 
violinist and continued in that ca- 
pacity until he received the leader- 
ship back again. 


Tex’s $4,500 


Texas Guinan is getting $4,500 
and all transportation expenses for 
her company and self for six more 
weeks of RKO time. The extended 
bookings include the current week 
in Kansas City. 

The deal was direct between RKO 
and Miss Guinan, with Ez Keough 
and Jack Fine representing the 
latter, 























Unit Confusion in Cleve.; 
Rube Wolf with ‘Ideas’ 


Cleveland, Sept. 12. 


Rube Wolf will come in from Los 
Angeles to m. c. at Keith’s 105th 
St. when the house starts a Fanchon 
& Marco stage policy Sept, 17, re- 
placing RKO acts. 

Wolf is moving the orchestra on 
the stage for the unit, although Ray 
Steck continues to lead band in pit. 
Theatre ran into some confusion 
by having ‘La Vie Paree,’ an A, B. 
Marcus tab, booked in for week pre- 
ceeding new Fanchon & Marco pol- 
icy. Similarity of preducers’ names 
got some newspapers bawled up in 
their copy, besides throwing the 
public off. House wanted to leave 
Marcus’ name off the marquee, but 
producer wouldn't consent, 





$2,000 Suit Against Par 
Theatre for Split Ankle 


Los Angeles, Sept. 12. 


Russell Plummer, dancer, - has 
brought a $2,000 suit in Superior 
court against the Paramount the- 
atre for injuries alleged to have 
been sustained when scenery fell on 
his ankle, breaking it. He was work- 
ing at the house at the time. 

He asks $1,000 for time lost at 
$100 a week, $5 for doctor fees, and 
$995 compensatory damages, 





the means of developing acts. Four- 
a-day has proved ruinous. Most 
acts become mechanical, 

Tke Windmill, the diminutive spot 
off Piccadilly, the first place to give 
London non-stop, is still filling its 
360 seats in comfort. 

This theatre has a system where- 
by one company rehearses one week 
while the other appears on the 
stage. They are now introducing a 
third company, which will tour non- 
stop stuff through the provinces. 

The first stand was at the New 
theatre, Northampton, the boot 
town, and good business was re- 
ported. Dates are being sought 
eagerly by managers of flopping 
provincial legit houses. 

Windmill people intend to extend 
the number of road companies as 
the demand permits. 

















EDDIE GARR 


Week Sept. 3, RKO Albee, Brook- 
lyn, New York. 

The New York ‘Evening Journal’ 
review of EDDIE GARR’S Palace 
appearance: 

‘The show crowds into some fif- 
teen minutes the comedy of ED- 
DIE GARR who literally wows his 
audience with his imitations of 
Jimmy Durante and others.’ 
Management, HARRY YOUNG 
Room 1111A, 1560 B’way, New York 
RKO, PHIL OFFIN 


6 MONTHS AFTER TIP, 
CLEVE. PALACE HELD UP 


. Cleveland, Sept. 13. 
Just six months after the theatre 
was tipped that it was on the spot 
for a robbery, two gunmen walked 
into the RKO Palace and copped a 
$3,000 pay roll after holding nine 
employees prisoners for half an 
hour, 
Stickup was pulled Friday (9) 
with matinee audience never get- 
ting an inkling of what was hap- 
pening. If robbers, one a Negro, 
had appeared only two hours earlier 
they might also have nabbed $7,000 
more paid out to actors. 
Yeggs sneaked into the manager’s 
office when it was empty and cor- 
ralled employees as they came in, 
looking for one who knew the safe’s 
combination.. Only one who knew 
the combination was persuaded by 
guns to open it up. After getting 
the money robbers calmly walked 
out of a side door. 
Theatre was warned about a 











‘planned stickup months ago by an 


imprisoned tipster. For some time 
detectives were stationed in the or- 
chestra pit on pay days, but police 
were totally unprepared for this 
raid. 


Long Tack Sam’s Long Hop 


Hollywood, Sept. 12. 

Making a record jump for a five 
weeks contract, Long Tack Sam ar- 
rived in San Francisco from Shang- 
hai with his family and company 
last Thursday afternoon (8) and 
opened following evening in the 
in the ‘Rain’ prologue at the 
Chinese. 

The Oriental performer had one 
rehearsal Friday morning with 
Eddie Garr, who also. arrived 
Thursday afternoon from New York 
by air. Garr is m. c’ing the show. 











MRS. BERGER BETTER 


Booker’s Heroism in Child Attempt 
Real Cause of Fatality 





Willie Berger’s heroic attempt to 





rescue his seven-year-old daughter 
from a- flaming automobile near 
Newcastle, Pa., was the real cause 
of the former RKO booker’s death. 
After rescuers had dragged Berger 
and his wife, Addie, from the 
wrecked auto, a broken ankle and 
collarbone did not deter him from 
stumbling back for the child. 

Mrs. Berger had recovered suffi- 
ciently last week to be moved from 
Newcastle to Chicago, where she is 
now confined at the Garfield Park 
hospital. She escaped with a broken 
kneecap and superficial burns. 

A double funeral for Berger and 
his daughter was held in Chicago. 

The fate of her husband and 
foster-child was kept from Mrs. 
Berger until she was sufficiently re- 
i covered to stand the shock, 





DOWLING-DOOLEY, $3,000 


Eddie Dowling and Rae Dooley 
start five weeks for RKO Sept. 17 
at the Palace, New York. 


Salary is $3,000 double. Danny 





Collins agented, 





Office Comedy 


Head of a booking depart- 
ment recently called the pro- 
ducer of a vaude act to his 
office and asked him what he 
thought of the former femme 
picture name featured in the 
turn. 

‘Well, it’s not a great act,’ 
admitted the producer, ‘Still, 
we made a pretty good turn 
out of it. And that’s plenty 
considering we had to work 
with that busteroo. You ask 
me what I think of her? Is 
she lousey, and—’ 

Whereupon the exec looked 
down saying, ‘Come on out,’ 
and from under his desk 
emerged the woman in the 





case. 
‘Blackout.’ snickered the 
booker. And he walked out of 


the office leaving the producer 
and actress flat. 











RKO TO LIMIT NBC AIR 
CONTEST IDEA IN N. Y. 


Too many applications for that 

RKO-NBC radio talent contest in 
towns where tried, has decided RKO 
to reduce the number of its the- 
atres, to tie up with the idea, around 
New York. Additionally RKO asked 
NBC for clerical reinforcement to 
take care of, the applications. 
There will. be only four RKO 
spots around New York in the tie- 
up. These are -stit to be rawr ag 
and NBC will furnish extra help to 
handle the auditions. 
RKO has called off its radio tal- 
ent contest in Seattle after the mu- 
sicians’ union there threatened to 
call out stage hands if non-union 
accompanists were used. The union 
insisted an orchestra be employed. 
Audition, by arrangement with 
NBC, was to have been held this 
week, the talent to play. RKO’s Or- 
pheum, Seattle, next week. 


More ‘Irene’ Shifts 


Hollywood, Sept. 12. 
Additional changes in the cast of 
Fanchon & Marco's ‘Irene,’ has Wal- 
ter Regan replacing Eddie Feather- 
stone, and Billy Carsens going into 
the Karren Wood part. George 
Dobbs has Regan’s former spot. 
Dale Winter is now in final week 
of the name part, with Catherine 
Crawford replacing at Portland, 














Madelyn Kileen’s $250 


Suit Over Cancellation 


Claiming that she was dropped 
out of a unit after the first day 
without being reimbursed for the 


full amount of her week's salary, 
Madelyn Kileen has filed suit in the 
Municipal Court against Publix. 
She is asking $250. 

In her complaint she stated that 
after she had been billed at the 
Paramount, Brooklyn, as ‘the girl 
whe taught Rudy Vallee how to 
dance,’ the unit’s director told her 
the day after she opened (July 8) 
that the show was too long and 
her services wouldn't be necessary. 
Also claims that all she was of- 
fered, after rehearsing two days, 
was one-seventh of the salary 
agreed upon. 





Publix-RKO Issue 


Denver Ultimatum 

Denver, Sept. 12. 
Stagehands have been notified by 
Publix and RKO-Huffman that if 


contracts are not negotiated by Sept. 
2 the Fanchon-Marco units will be 
out at the Denver and vaude at the 
Orpheum, 


but want added hours to make up 
for loss to men. Musicians and 
booth operators all set except for 
signing and no trouble looked for 
there, 





RKO’S SOUTH BEND F-M 
Extending the Fanchon & Marco 
time over RKO, circuit has booked 
another F-M unit for South Bend, 
No date set, but likely to open 
there this month. 





JACK CURTIS BACK 
Jack Curtis arrives in New York 
today (Tuesday) on the Bremen. 





spent the summer on the other side. 


Mt 


Stagehands concede to a 5% cut 


The RKO agent with his family | 


PLAYING HIGH 
COST BILLS 


Cleveland and Rochester open 
Sept. 23 and Pittsburgh Sept. 30, 
adding three more weeks to Loew 
vaude theatres playing its high 
priced variety bills. All three will 
start off with $10,000 or over stage 
shows and continue playing them 
as long as they, the houses can 
stand it, or the available attractions 
last. 

Added trio of theatres increases 
the number of Loew spots playing 
fancy cost shows to 12 including 
the Broadway, deluxe picture house, 
the Capitol. Those already in the 
policy are the State and Paradise, 





New York; Metropolitan, Brook- 
lyn; Valencia, Jamaica; Jersey 
City, Baltimore, Washington, and 
Boston. 


Last to go to the heavy salaried 
stage shows was the Brooklyn Met 
which started this week with a bill 
comprising. Morton Downey, Leon 
Erroll, Phil Baker, Aileen Stanley 
and the DeMarcos previously play- 
ing the Bronx Paradise. 


MORRISON WITHDRAWS 
FROM RKO AGENTS BD. 


First of several threatened with- 
drawals by members of the RKO 
agents association’s board of gove- 
ernors occurred last week with the 
resignation of Charlie Morrison. 
Pressing business matters that re- 
strained him from giving enough 
time to the board duties was the 
reason given. 

Other board members have been 
discussing quitting for some time 
on the grounds that the association 
has not been given as free a hand 
as the booking office promised. 
Charges that booking office influ- 
ence was involved in decisions have 
been made several times, 

The board is operating without 
Morrison for the time being, with 
his spot to be filled this or next 
week, 

Five cases were up for arbitra- 
tion at last week’s session, four 
concerning acts’ requests for ree 
lease and one over commission. 
Claim of Harry Ward of the Max 
Gordon office for commission on the 
emergency booking Sept. 3 of Ro- 
gan and Trigger in Minneapolis was 
denied. Booking was through the 
Chicago office. 

Gus Edwards’ request for a re- 
lease of Armida by the Charlie 
Morrison office was granted, but 
commish on the dancer’s current 
Palace, New York, engagement was 
awarded to the latter. 

Requests from Radiolites and 
Grugel and Robles for release from 
Aaron Kessler and Morris & Co, 
both granted. Similar request from 
Marinofft’s Russian Canines for 
transfer from Roger Murrell to Jack 
Hart was denied, with act ore 
dered to remain with Murrell. 











NBC Now Disposed to 
Work With All Agents 


NBC's disposal to work in cone« 
junction with any agent is mani-¢ 
fested by the William Morris agency 
hookup in spotting Mildred Bailey 
and Three Keys with Loew's and 
Donald Novis at the Paramount, 
New York. In all instances, NBC 
splits with Morris office. 

On Three Keys, Harry Lenetska, 
who is 10%’ing the colored trio, 
is splitting with Morris in turn, 





ALLARD’S UNIT 
Dallas, Sept. 1% 


Jimmy Allard, former P-P m.c., is 
recruiting a vaude unit from local 
talent for barnstorm of Publix 
smalltowners in Florida, beginning 
this month. 

Allard routed similar show for 
P-P’s Dent loop (now Paschall) in 
Texas last summer, 





ALEC FRANCIS’ BREAK-IN 
Hollywood, Sept. 12. 
Alec B. Francis opens at the 
State, Long Beach, Sept. 16, for a 
week's break-in before going east. 
This is Francis’ first vaude ape 
| pearance, Meiklejohn office ls han- 
| dling. 
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RKO'S NEW LOW 
19 WEEKS; 3 
MORE OFF 


RKO’s vaudeville route, now the 
vanishing American of the show 
business, takes another three-week 
dip at the end of this month, when 
Kansas City, Omaha and Denver 
go straight pictures. The ex-route 


will thereby rest on a new bottom 
of 19 weeks of playing time on what 
has been, up to now, the principal 
vaudeville circuit. 

Labor trouble is given as one of 
the reasons for the three western 
drop-outs. Business is the major 
eause. The closing dates for Omaha 
and Denver are Sept. 22 and 21, re- 
spectively, while the current week 
is the vaudeville finale in K. C. 

At this time last year RKO’s 
books contained 70 weeks, and con- 





A Leading Question 





An extremely embarrassing 
question, and almost identi- 
cally worded everywhere, has 
to be answered almost daily 
by the three RKO booking of- 
fice scouts now on the road 
seeking indie theatres. The 
scouts are Ray Hodgdon, Er- 
nie Forrest and Fred De- 
Bondy. 

Nine out of 10 indie exhibs 
and managers approached ask: 

‘If RKO’s vaudeville is so 
good, why is RKO throwing it 
out of its own theatres?’ 


COMM. NOW HAS 
FULL CHARGE 
OF NVA 


NVA’s finance committee com- 

















ditions were considered bad then, 
too. The decline to 19 weeks in a 
year by gradual stages will have 
been at the rate of 73%. 


Can’t Draw Last Halves 
Out of a Hat, Magician 
Back to Paperhanging 


Buffalo, Sept. 12. 


Ray D. Hartman, actor and ma- 
gician, known professionally as 
‘Chau Tung, Man of Mystery,’ was 
confined to the Erie County Jail by 
Chief Judge Wolt in City Court 
here to make up his mind whether 
he wanted to go back to his trade 
of paperhanging and support his 
wife or stay in jail here indef. 

The Mrs. complained that Hart- 
man, who does a magic and mind- 
reading turn and who has recently 
been showing with carnivals, failed 
to support her and their three small 
children because he preferred to 
stick to his profession, though not 
working, rather than go back to 
paperhanging. 

Hartman testified that his share 
of his last engagement after paying 
off his assistant was $1.20. 


Auto Victim Identified 
As Arthur Spizzi, Agent 


Struck by an auto while cross- 
fng the street Thursday (8), Ar- 
thur Spizzi, vaude booking agent 
and at one time manager of bands, 
died in Reconstruction hospital two 
days later from a fractured skull. 

Spizzi lay dying with his iden- 
tity unknown to the hospital au- 
thorities until traced there by 
friends who had appealed to the 
police. Woman who drove the car 
claimed that Spizzi stepped sudden- 
ly into its path. There were no 
other witnesses to the accident and 
she was not held. 

Failure of Spizzi to show up at 
his office for an appointment caused 
Dewey Barto, of Barto and Mann, 
to inquire at the agent’s hotel. 
There Barto was informed that 
Spizzi had gone out early Thursday 
evening but hadn’t returned. Barto 
Subsequently got in touch with the 
police and learned that an accident 
victim of his description had been 
removed to the Reconstruction hos- 
pital. 

















Ex-RKO District Heads 
Frisco Hoofing School 


San Francisco, Sept. 12. 

Len Browne, ex-RKO district 
head here, has gone into the hoof- 
ing school by grabbing a partner 
and opening a studio across the 
street from the Golden Gate thea- 
tre, where he formerly directed 
RKO’s activities. 

In addition to teaching jigging, | 
Browne tried public dancing, but it | 
lasted one night. 


posed of ,.Moe Silvers of Warner 
Bros., Major Leslie Thompson of 
RKO, and Sam Scribner, has taken 
over complete charge of the NVA 
fund and club operation. The trio 
supervises all disbursements and 
represents the fund on all financial 
matters under the new arrangement. 

The committee’s original assign- 
ment, as the reason for its appoint- 
ment, was to find means to reduce 
the NVA’s operating expenses. Al- 
though the slicing on the social and 
clubhouse end in New York has not 
been completed, the committee will 
leave for Saranac next week to look 
for possible economy chances there. 

Added duties of the committee do 
not affect the status of Henry 
Chesterfield who continues as sec- 
retary of the NVA club. 


VALLEE’S $6,000 NET 





LOEW BOOKING 
BOTH CIRCUITS 


Warner Houses Moving to 
46th Street for Bookings, 
Dissolving Own Office— 
Kemp to WB Picture End, 
Trilling as Loew Contact 
—Loew Staff Unchanged 
—19 Weeks at Start 








6 MOS. DEAL 





Loew and Warners are together 
on a vaudeville booking deal that 
will send Warner stage show-play- 
ing theatres into the Loew office 
for bookings. Two circuits are un- 
derstood to have a six months’ 
agreement which can be extended 
if the arrangement proves satis- 
factory within that period. 


With the Loew-Warner agree- 
ment closed, and the RKO-Fanchon 
& Marco booking deal still being 
talked over, it is likely the major 
vaude booking offices will be reduced 
to three this season. Only Publix, 
with its eight picture house weeks, 
will remain unaffiliated. 

Loew will book the Warner houses 
along with its own, dissolving the 
present Warner booking office in 
New York. What the status of the 
Warner booking head, Harold Kemp, 
will be has not been established, 
but WB is reported as being de- 
sirous of retaining him. 

One conjecture is that Kemp will 
transfer to the picture end, that be- 
ing based on Warners’ recent ex- 
tension of his scope to cover the 
eastern field for possible film talent 
and material in addition to his stage 
booking duties. 

The other Warner booker, Steve 
Trilling, handling’ the Warner 
houses under Kemp, probably will 





FOR SHORT 5-DAY WKS. 


RKO is paying Rudy Vallee $6,000 
net for five days of the current week 
in Boston. He plays the Palace, 
Cleveland, the week of Oct. 1, also 
for five days only, for the same cir- 
cuit at $7,500 regular. Both are 
NBC bookings. 

Vallee is limited to five-day en- 
gagements, excepting in New York, 
by the refusal of his ether sponsor 
(Fleischman) to permit remote con- 
trol broadcasting from out of town. 
Account isists on a rehearsal of the 
program intact at the New York 
studio before each broadcast. 

With the Fleischman hour falling 
on Thursday nights, Vallee must 
close Wednesday at the RKO out-of- 
town houses. He misses Thursday 
and Friday performances, necessi- 
tating substitution by another act. 

Engagement at the Albee, Provi- 
dence, which started Saturday (10) 
is on a five-day basis, 








Baltimore, Sept. 12. 

Rudy Vallee and band come into 
the indie vaude Hippodrome late 
this month, but for six days only. 

Show at the Hipp the week fol- 
lowing will run for eight days in 
order to bring the house back to a 
Friday opening: 


Marie Eline, Joe Reems, 
Secretly Wed Since Dec. 


Marie Eline and Joe Reems, both 
of vaudeville, were secretly married 
last December, it has just been re- 
vealed. 

Bride is of Grace and Marie Eline 
and groom of Reems, Rio and 
Kitchell. 


Crosby’s 20 Direct 








Paramount, San Francisco, starting 
another 20 weeks for Publix at the 
same figure, $3,500, as his last tour, 
only booked direct this time. 
crooner 
ment anymore. 





Following Frisco, Oakland, Los | 
Angeles, Denver, Crosby will go to 
New York for broadcasting activi- 


j ties in the east. 


The | 
isn’t under CBS manage- | 


,to join 
lagency. 


| Schenck as 





go over to Loew as WB's direct 
contact with the Loew office. 
Expect Additional Weeks 

Warners’ present stage time is 


|down to two and a half weeks—full 


weeks in Washington and Phila- 
delphia and a split in Elizabeth, 
N. J. It is expected to increase 
considerably if current labor dis- 
putes are settled. 

Loew's stage show book currently 
amounts to 12% weeks with three 
more weeks to be added at the end 
of this month. Plus the WB houses 
now open, without conceding an in- 
crease, the combined Loew-Warner 
time wiH reach 19 weeks at the 
start. 

Under the proposed amalgamated 
set-up the Loew booking staff re- 


mains unchanged with J. H. Lubin, | 


as general manager; Lou Sidney, di- 
rector of stage houses, Marvin 


Sidney Piermont, booker. Trilling 
will be added to this line-up as an- 
other booker. 

Details are expected to be 
straightened out in time for activ- 
ity around Oct. 1. 





SCHANBERGER GIFT 


Balto. Showman Gives Historicai 
Theatre Collection to Library 








Baltimore, Sept. 12. 

When the new block-long Enoch 
Pratt Free Library opens for busi- 
ness new year, it will contain a 
theatrical room, the principal ma- 
terial of which is being supplied by 
Fred C. Schanberger, the dean of 
local show business. 

Will be known as the Schangerger 
Collection, and will contain price- 
less scrap-books relating to show 
business of 20 to 30 years ago. 


Bing Crosby is currently at the! Also all the NVA annuals. 


MASTERS AN AGENT 
Hollywood, Sept. 12. 
Harry Masters of Masters and 
Grace, has dumped the grease paint 
the William Meiklejohn 





Masters will act as studio con- 


tact. 


VAUDEVILLE 
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LOEW-WB BOOKS COMBINED 











Sympathy 





Chicago, Sept. 12. 

Hearing of the fire raging 
backstage at the Garrick thea- 
tre Thursday night (8), Richy 
Craig mentioned it during his 
act at the Palace. 

‘Balaban and Katz just sent 
their ushers over to put the 
fire out with blow torches.’ 
Craig declared. 














booking manager, and | 


RKO BOARD MAY 
DECIDE F-M 
THIS WK. 


Overtures between RKO and 
Fanchon & Marco may reach final 
negotiations this week as the RKO 
directorial board goes into session 
Wednesday (14). Believed the RKO 
board must approve before formal 
negotiations can be opened between 
parties but that the talked of F-M 
deal will be one of the subjects to 
ceme before the board. 


Mike Marco is still 





in town: 


into Spyros Skouras, as operating 
head of Fox West Coast, may sit in 
as an interested party since FWC 
owns one-half of F. & M. Prospects 
are that any future. connection :F. 
‘& M. may make will include -Fox 
West Coast because of this setup 
‘unless Marco can arrange a release. 

Marco is reported as likely to step 
into the RKO office as active book- 
ing head of both the F. & M. and 
RKO books, George Godfrey either 
going out or remaining as a booker. 
Martin Beck, who would retain 
nominal charge of the RKO office, 
is said to be agreeable to the pro- 
posed arrangement. 

Loew theatre executives deny 
overtures by them towards a part- 
nership arrangemcnt with F. & M. 

An F. & M. unit will play the 
New York Paramount for the first 
time when ‘Desert Song’ goes in 
there late this month, 

On Oct. 1 Keith’s, Akron, and 
Palace, Youngstown, shift to a 
combo policy on a split week basis, 
one half vaude and one half Fan- 
chon & Marco. 

With the Ohio week added, the 
total RKO time played by the F&M 
| units will reach 114% weeks. 


TIMBERGS, ROONEYS, 











The Rooneys and the Timbergs, 
with a father and son representing 
each clan, will place their book mu- 
sical into rehearsal next week. Just 
so it won’t be an 100% family af- 
fair, they’re after Skeets Gallagher 
to help them top the cast. 

Pat Rooney and Herman Timberg | 
are writing and producing the show, | 
besides proposing to star in it with | 
their respective sons, Pat, 3d, and/| 
Herman, Jr. Sammy Timberg, Her- 
man’s brother, is doing the music. 

The Timbergs and the Rooneys 
have been playing a combination act 
in vaudeville. That served as the 
inspiration for the mutual legit 


| venture. 








Just One Left 


Pittsburgh, Sept. 12. 








Angelina Queen of the Three} 
Queens, vaudeville dancing trio, be 
| came the bride here last week of 
Mike Cappy, Pittsburgh band 
leader. 

Marriage was the second among 
|; the three girls this summer, Jean 
| Queen having hooked up eéarlis r | 


!with Ned Dobson, Loew booking 


pagent. 


Whatever negotiations are entered |: 


PLUS SKEETS, REVUE: 


‘Texas Biz Men Wil Buy $9,000 
Tickets if RKO Restores Vaude 





Elimination of vaude over the 
summer in about 20 RKO houses 
has been bringing a steady aval- 
anche of complaints from business 
people. As a result, in at least one 
spot, and directly attributable to 
the demands of the business people, 
RKO is putting back vaude. This 
is Ft. Worth, Texas. 


Ft. Worth merchants having had 
time to consider the advantages of 
vaude, pro and con, are so strongly 
in favor of bringing it back to their 
city, that they have offered to buy 
$5,000 worth of admission scrip 
when RKO revives stage entertain- 
ment there, The merchants will 
distribute the scrip among their own 
employes. 

Additionally, RKO’s landowners 
have agreed to make alterations in 
the RKO house as an inducement, 
When these alterations have been 
fixed, RKO has agreed to put in 
vaude, which will happen around 
the second week in October, from 
present indications. 

Many Letters 

In other spots where RKO took 
vaude out, letters of complaint have 
come in variously, but all of a unf- 
versal tenor, that elimination of 
vaude is detrimental to the business 
life of any town. Many intimated 
they might remove from RKO 
buildings as a result as the elimina- 
tion of vaude affected their busi- 
nesses, 

Most of the letters are from mer- 
chants and shopkeepers who are 
either tenants of RKO or have 
stores in the vicinity of RKO thea- 
tres where vaude has been elimin- 
ated. Some of these have asked 
for rent reductions as a consequence 
of the vaude elimination. 


‘State’s Midniters 
May Be General on 
The Loew Circuit 


Midnight showing of the vaude- 
ville bill as well as the picture, in- 
augurated at the State Saturday 
(10), may be tried in other houses, 
depending on how it works at the 
Broadway vaudfilmer. 

In order not to increase the five 
shows daily on Saturdays for the 
acts, State will pad out its running 
time on film. Seldom has it played 
shorts in the past. 

Every other night in the week 
State, as usual, will play midnight 
shows of the picture alone, 











Dance School Kids Act 
Jams Up Schenec. Mer. 


Schenectady, Sept. 12. 


Robert Ungerfeld, manager of the 
RKO Plaza, was arrested on com- 
plaint and warrant sworn out by 
|local branch of Humane Society. He 
was charged with allowing children 
under 16 to perform on the stage. 





; booking 


j hou 





Ungerfeld had arranged with a 
local dance studio to have its stu- 
dents appear in dance recitals at 
| several evening performances, Al- 
| though he had secured permit from 
|city commissioner of public safety, 
!Ungerfeld neglected to secure neces- 
| sary permission from Humane So- 
ciety and mayor, as required by 
law. 
| Arraigned in court the RKO man- 
ager pleaded not guilty and was re- 
|leased in $50 bail. Ungerfeld will 
| be examined in police court Satur- 
| day 17), when decision will be made 
iby judge. 


————— 


Back to Frisco 
San Francisco, Sept. 12. 
Johnny Beck takes over the RKO 
office this week, coming 
up from Los Angeles to replace Ken 
Dailey, who returns there. 
Office books Golden Gate here and 
will handle Orpheum when that 
se goes presentations Sept. 30. 
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56 VARIETY 


THE SENSATION OF TWO CONTINENTS ; 


ALEX HYDE 


and his 


NEW MUSICAL CHARMERS 


A Unique and Extraordinary Feminine Musical Aggregation of 13—Count ’Em—13 Truly Beautiful, Versatile, Talented Musical 
PERSONALITIES 


SIX WEEKS OLD AND NOT A LAY-OFF YET (KNOCK WOOD!) | 
BOOKED SOLID WITH LOEW’S AND RKO 


For Special Attention of Radio Broadcasters 
ALEX HYDE and HIS MUSICAL CHARMERS offer for the Ether the only genuine RADIO NOVELTY—the FIRST and ONLY Ali-Giri Orchestra of Competent Musicians 


and Novelty Entertainers. 
RUTH BURNS of the personnel is an UNQUESTIONABLE RADIO FIND VOCALLY. 
and 
ALEX HYDE’S “'Cello Fiddling” is likewise DISTINCTIVE. 


Tuesday, September T3, 1939 
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? Gentle Words from Gentlemen of the Press 
“alex Hyde and his Charmers as he dubs the 12 girls “Alex Hyde and his twelve girl band, ‘The Musical 


with him, had smooth sailing all along, with the house Charmers,’ prettily dressed in yellow and himself ia 
ly his way. Early in the proceedings, he brings blue coat and white trousers, rode the wave of popu- 

forth Ruth Burns who does numbers with a touch that larity at the midnight show Saturday, Hyde, who has 
has enough appeal for anybody. just returned from the other side, has arranged a nice 
“Hyde himself, a little dyname, wastes no time. He routine for his pretty girl musicians with vocal, instru- 
has one of the fastest novelty entertaining orchestras mental, whistling, dancing numbers, all finding theic 
around, Nothing seems to be overdone. It sent Hyde place in the twenty-eight minutes they stayed on. His 
over high enough to have warranted an encore, which girls play well, and Hyde directs in a weil thought out 
he deigned after doing 30 minutes.” “VARIETY.” dynamic manner that is at once attractive and a big 


help in putting~the act across, for it reveals him as a 
very clever showman who knows his stuff and what to 
do with it. Of course, there is a mike on stage, through 
a which Ruth Burns projects three numbers and which 
also serves to carry the voices of a trio of the girls. The 
act closes with Hyde in the pit directing a big instru- 
mental number. Ali in all, the act is an attraction that 





Rn the —— beautiful girl band extant...Alex Hyde will please ninety-nine out of every hundred of those 
makes a violin sound like a ‘cello.” who view it. And how many are there which can do 
N. Y. “AMBRICAN.” that.” “BILLBOARD.” 


A curtsy to the following for their many kindnesses:—Messrs. J. H. LUBIN, LOUIS K. SIONEY, MARVIN H. SCHENCK RR MORROS, BORIS PETROFF, DAVE 
BENIS, HARRY W. SPINGOLD, and JOHNNY and VICTOR HYDE, my big brothers. : . ee . a 


Direction JOHNNY HYDE PAUL SPADONI HARRY ROGERS | 
(WILLIAM MORRIS AGENCY) Berlin RKO 
































Greetings from Great Britain 


JOE 


TERMINI] oc oper iesset | . 


Just Concluded Two Weeks 
Palladium, London | SS = = => 


Something New In the Gymnastic Line 


6 AVALONS 6 


Direction WM. MORRIS A THRILL A SECOND 
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International Greetings 
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Direction : 
RKO CIRCUIT ‘TILL 1934 BILLY JACKSON 























In BOOKED SOLID 
“Southern RKO Circuit of Theatres p 


° ” 
Syncopation Dir.: MARTY FORKINS 
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Tuesday, September 13, 1932 
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VARIETY 

















In these days when the excellence of stage attractions is 
so vital a factor in the success of extensive theatre opera- 
tions, the RADIO-KEITH-ORPHEUM CORPORATION, 
through its Theatre Companies, is exercising all possible 
care and ingenuity in developing, to an even finer de- 
gree, this important phase of its activity. 


Cognizant of the demand for only the highest type of 
attractions, it is our intent and purpose to continually 
meet that demand. Thus, we seek the services of the best 
that the Theatrical, Film and Radio Worlds have to offer. 
Our managers over America are drilled to properly 
handle whatever we may send them. Being members of 
the RKO organization, the word Vaudeville has great 


meaning to them. 


RKO, the combination of those great institutions which 
gave Vaudeville its standing and prestige in America, is 
following the course of success in its insistence upon 
Vaudeville which is at once Standard, Modern and of 


Highest Quality. 
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58 Vv. ARIETY 


Mills Brothers on Fri- 


 Shouras, Publix Step day {9 suppl ‘ment ‘Devil and the 
veep.’ 
Into Open Syr. Spot 


| UNION DEALS RELEASE 
| STYMIED F.&M. UNITS: 


| INDIE’S 6 ACTS AND FILMS | 


Vacated by RKO, Loew) © worcester, atass., Sept. 12. | sicmrwaeik, tek, th 

| The Plymouth, playing five acts | Resumption of Fanchon & Marco 

a. ‘and films on a twice weekly change, | units by four of the Harry Arthur 

Syracuse, N. Y., Sept. 12. has increased its vaude to six acts, | houses in New England, Sept. 9, and 

With Loew's State committed to|and also enlarged the orchestra. iat New Haven Sept. 16, paves the 
an all-film program for the new | Pam Pie: way for consecutive routing of sev- | 
season, and RKO Keith's likely to 'eral shows which have been held 
follow suit, two other downtown | ROY ARRIVES | here. pending settlement of union 
first runs are experimenting with | Hollywood, Sept. 12. | t)ouples in the eastern houses. 
stage as a box office draw. | Harold Roy, who has been Coast I. is now set for the Teddy Joyce 
Eckel, Skouras-operated, has Otto |} bound for Lyons & Lyons for sev- | unit, ‘Hollywood Comedians,’ fea- |} 
Gray's Oklahoma Cowboys, radio | eral months, arrived last week. turing Ben Turpin, Snub Pollard | 


Roy will be attached to the Holly- | and Walter Hiers, to résume its tour 
| wood office. at the Paramount, Des Moines, 
Sept. 23. 

Opening 


bolstering 
Paramount 


the current film, 
America,’ while 


on 


. 
ay 





of Worcester, Hartford, 
——— —— - — | Bridgeport and Springfield (Arthur) 
<9 Set , water pers last week necessitated rushing of 


two additional shows by Marco 
WE ARE READY TO BOOK Phi srineseinis ton: ciroas unit 
went into Hartford Sept. 9, with the 


second, a Chester Franklin unit, 
o 


opening Friday in New Haven. 
Marco is building a unit around 
If you have open time, communicate immedi- 
ately with A. E. Chapman, Managing Director 


Frank and Milt Britton and their 
band, to open at the Fox, St. Louis, 
Sept. 23. This follows a one week 
FOX BROOKLYN THEATRE 
FLATBUSH AT NEVINS 
BROOKLYN, N. Y. 











stand of the comics at the Oriental, 
Chicago, Sept. 16, to \augment the 
F&M ‘Ubangi’ unit, featuring Gilda 
Gray. ee 

M. D. (Doc) Howe; F&M booker, 
is working on several” booking re- 
arrangements for the northwest 
and inter-mountain territory to per- 
mit spotting of ‘Follow Thru’ and 
‘Irene’ in Publix houses in Boise, 
Idaho, and Salt Lake City. 

Mme. Schumann-Heink goes into 
the Chicago, Chicago, Sept. 16, for 
the week, in conjunction with the 
Monte Blue unit, ‘Movie Circus.’ 




















A. Wearer-Outer 





VAUDEVILLE 


|a commish split arrangement. 
| Simon complaint is that commish on 





| AGENTS’ SUITS 
Weber-Simon vs. Bentham for Old 
$600 Commish 
| Suit for commission dating back 
about four years, when the Simon 
boys were still in Chicago has been 
filed in New York by the present 
| Weber-Simon agency, against M, S. 
Bentham. 
While in Chi, the Simons handled 
Pentham’s acts for the west under 
The 


three Bentham acts for Chi book- 
ings has not been paid. 

Acts involved are Three Sailors, 
Bud Harris and Talent and Merit. 


| Commisheclaimed amounts to about 


$600. 


B. & K.’S STAGE SHOWS’ 
DOUBLE ATTRACTIONS 


Chicago, Sept. 12. 

Balaban & Katz is strengthening 
its stage shows in many instances 
by using two separate attractions 
instead of just one presentation. 
This is'a matter of individual ex- 
pediency rather than a general pol- 
icy, but the tendency is to bolster 
the stage end. That will apply to 
the Tivoli and Uptown in the neigh- 
borhoods as well as the Oriental and 
Chicago in the loop. 

Duke Ellington band, which here- 
tofore has been a solo attraction 
at the Oriental, is one-half of the 
stage bill for the week of Sept. 9. 
Other half is a Fanchon & Marco 
unit, Gus Edwards’ ‘Radio. Imita- 
tors.’ j 

At the Chicago Madame Schu- 
mann-Heink is booked separately 











Chicago, Sept. 12. 

Acts playing the local Palace last 
week had an exhausting week of it 
due to the business for 
Paradise’ (Radio). Five shows 
were given Sunday, Monday and 
Wednesday. 

Bill consisted of Lois Torres, 
Mickey McGuire, Tom _ Patricola, 
Richy Craig, and Jack Dempsey. 
As a result of the crowded sched- | 
ule the usual Wednesday night RKO | 
quarter hour over WENR was can- 


MARTY MAY 


Annoyed by JEAN CARROLL 














RKO Circuit Direction, CHAS. MORRISON celled as Dempsey and _ Richy 
Craig couldn’t make the mike in 
time. 














TO ALL MY FRIENDS IN AMERICA 


I AM NOW PRODUCING AT THE 
GAUMONT PALACE AND OLYMPIA, PARIS 


PAUL OSCARD 


See Me While Here 





THANKS TO MR. SAM KATZ, MR. JOHN BALABAN 


‘Bird of | 
| stage show. 


—_ | 
ards 


from the Monte Blue unit, ‘Movie 
Circus,’ for the week of Sept. 16, 
and the same week the Oriental 
will again have a double-jointed 
First part is the Gilda 
Gray unit, ‘Ubangi,’ while for an 
added and separate attraction there 
will be Frank and Milt Britton’s 
hoke orchestra. 


| ‘Georgia Minstrels’ Set 


Tuesday, ‘September 





At State After Break-In. 


Los. Angeles, Sept. 12. 
Road-show break-in of the Rich- 
and Pringle ‘Georgia Min- 
strels,’ in anticipation of future 
Fanchon & Marco unit time, ends 
next week, with the colored standby 
going into Loew's State there week 
of Sept. 22. 

Minstrel; outfit will be augmented 
for the downtown and possibly other 
unit stands by The Three Gobs and 
other acts. 

‘Whoopee’ plays the Fox, Long 
Beach, week of Sept. 22, and fol- 
| lows the minstrels into the State 

(29). 





SHEA’S PRESENTATIONS 
Buffalo, Sept. 12. 
Shea’s Century (Publix) last sea- 
son's RKO vaudeville stand here, 
which has been operated since 
spring on a straight picture basis 
this week goes into a new policy of 
pictures and stage presentations. 
Current presentation is headed by 
Wesley Eddy, m.c. 





Marshall Held Over 
| Chicago, Sept. 12. 
Everett. Marshall, the baritone, is 
held over for a second week at the 
Chicago “by B&K. 
Although he missed the first two 
| performances opening day, produc- 
tion department saw him later and 











| decided on the retention. 


13, ints 


DOWN EAST STOCK GOES 
VAUDE—AND 2-A-DAY 


Somerville, Mass., Sept. 12. 

For several years one of the leade 
ing stock stands in the country, 
Viano’s Somerville theatre last week 
changed to vaudeville. 

Five acts and a picture twice 
weekly, now presented. It’s two-a- 
day, with performances at 2:15 
and 8. 








‘Strutters’ at ’Frisco 
With ‘Lucky Day’ Leads 


Los Angeles, Sept. 12. 

‘Darktown Strutters,’ comprising 
the principals of the ‘Lucky Day’ 
stage show, Eddie Anderson and 
Alma Traverse, who will head a 
company of 28, has been booked by 
Bern Bernard for the Golden Gate, 
’Frisco, week of Sept. 16. 

Horace Heidt band lays off that 
week, due to the union requiring a 
one-week layoff in six. House will 
substitute a pit band for the seven 
days. 





SAM 
ROBBINS 


and his 


BERMUDIANS 


Now Playing Hamilton Hotel 
Fourth Consecutive Year | 
All Bermuda Says 


“HE'S GOT RHYTHM” 
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Direction WM. MORRIS 


























Just Finished Sept. 1st with 


“REFLECTIONS” IDEA 


RUSSELL-MARCONI 
and JERRY 


Opened Sept. 2d 
Loew’s State, Los Angeles 
Pilot HARRY LA VINE 








DeVITO AND DENNY 


And DOT STEVENS 


“Listen Ryan and Noblette, the 
Steain Roller idea came to us when 
the office asked us for cute smart 
repartee.”’ 











RYAN ad NOBLETTE 


Talking—“Hello, DeVITO & 
DENNY and DOT STEVENS— 


“What ever gave you the idea to 
put a steam roller in your act?” 














JOAQUIN GARAY 


Second year singing for Fox West 
Coast in San Francisco 


Now—FOX EL CAPITAN 








85 Weeks at the Fox, San Francisco 



































VERA 


PAYNE and HILLIARD 


“ENGLAND'S STANDARD COMEDY ACT”—Vide Press 
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ALWAYS WORKING, AND ALWAYS SOMETHING NEW 
_ Thanks 1 to . GENERAL SERA TRES, MOSS EMPIRES, STOLL CRIT. Etc. 
FRED « [Pansy] SANBORN 

; ana With JUDSON COLE 

AILING OCT. 13, 1932 

RKO Rep., BLONDELL & MACK Paramount-Publix Rep... WM. MORRIS nen eee A gage ee: Roget 
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WITHOUT A SPOTLIGHT 44 Pirry 
is still 
KING OF THE BANJO 
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BUDDY ROGERS 
And His 


CALIFORNIA CAVALIERS 














I may be “BAD” 
but | am still 


INTERNATIONAL 


DORA MAUGHAN 
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| ||| Authorized RKO Artists’ 
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} Representatives and it 
NEW YORK San Francisco Features Ofvicially Franchised |||} To All My Friends 
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For Fox West Coast Agents and Associates 
Day by Day | | Throughout the World 
| ] ESS SAMUEL BAERWITZ — BEST WISHES 
— By O. O. McIntyre | | | 151 West 46th St., New York 











Tel. Bryant 9-4614-5 
Diary of a New Yorker: | — a EG er -— aaa 
| M. S. BENTHAM 
So working a while and with ]/} Indefini R Mast and JACK WEINER 
- fa a ‘ if On an Indefinite un as Master Palace Theatre Building, New York 
my wife to see for the fourth [// of Ceremonies HARRY LANG, FRANK MUFSON 
PAUL DURAND, DENNIS DuFOR 


time the breath-taking fight be- 









































tween a cobra and tiger in i WARFIELD THEATRE —— SS 
Frank Buck's picture. 4 
ran uck’s picture | cr age BLONDELL & MACK PARIS 
a || MASTERS OF MELODY 1560 Broadway | 
After record engagements NEW YORK | 
Among Tenderloin gents, who WARNERS, HOLLYWOOD a i fan 6a ain ae 
treat their ladies rough, black- PARAMOUNT, S. F. GUS EDWARDS 
i e is known as “blimp- o “om | . 
caaaenne” Suite 140.42 | 73 Avenue des Champs Elysees 
ASTOR HOTEL, NEW YORK 
e * @ 











JENIE JACOBS |= = SS 


Personal nomination for the 1674 Broadway For the First Time in the History of the State-Lake 4 
most finished stage performer— NEW YORK Theatre, Chicago—Played to Five Shows gE 














Cardini, the magician. EDWARD 5. KELLER 


ons : “The Community Sing King” CHARLES $. WILSHIN MARCUS | 


Affiliated Member, 


FOX EL CAPITAN Bert Wiskbnew, Assdciate j 
aieaen'y ble — ies __| GREATER SHOWS | | 
donym inspired by his calling— 6 ' 
verepmaeaenes 3 «cara mani- {|f A Couple of Swell Guys}/ CHARLES MORRISON 
ulator. | He takes Believe Me Suite 1014 Bond Bldg. OF | 932 

off hocus - pocus 


and makes of it 1560 Broadway, New York 
a many - re: LARRY PUCK, Associate 
a 1 art. n a 
the stage he ts & TT “LA VIE PAREE” 
monocled ~~ JAMES E. PLUNKE 
swell in u 
jress and white- 
ined ‘Ya varnea y SAM TISHMAN (PARIS LIFE) 
cape. s mysti- MAX TISHMAN, G 1M : : 
fying ev a nish- THOMAS CURRAN, Associate Breaking Box Office Records at RKO Key Houses 
ments are done 1564 B’way, New York. Phone Br. 9-6571 ° 


: wearing w h ite Return Engagements Now Being Booked 


ia single effort is LEE P. STEWART i i 
for avinusn. #¢ 1/1 Producer of Revues and EDWARD RILEY |] “NED ALVORD ~ | 


an enorm ous Vaudeville—Radio—Pictures 


ae earnestness that WARFIELD THEATRE 904 Palace Theatre Bldg., New York 


grips his audi- 
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sonal showmanship--even the name 


_ ws brand of imper- e 
is impersonal—that is unaappily Harry Weber -Simon Agency 
= 3 a AELAYA 
Palace Theatre Bidg., New York 


and Equitable Bidg., Hollywood, Calif. 
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International Pianist and Humoriet 
AT LOEW’S STATE, NEW YORK 


biases | ' 
THE MAX RIVERS “VARIETY’S” COMMENT (SEPT. 6th) 
stunio or LEON ERROL | oi: 2c niece ere 
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Zelaya owns, and it counts lots in the sale of gab. State audience went 


STAGE DANCING for him 100%.”—CHAR. 


















































































































































































T a A N K %, eae ene ais 
RKO VAUDEVILLE INTACT 88 
WEST END HOUSE — ——— ee (Week Sept. 10), Alboe, B*klyn ” 
(over Rialto Theatre) + 
LONDON, ENG. ‘ 
Colored Radio and Stage Artist LA R RY 
Phone: Gerrard 4413 Singer of Soulful Songs 
LICENSED BY THB L.C<. A Feature Single on Any Bill 
Dir., EARL KEATE—FANCHON & R a Cc rt 
MARCO 
with 
—_—_— CHERI 
é “Miss Pert of Paris” 
ES) TOMA GENARO 
wishes to express his gratitude —. « ; — TOMMY ee ra ; 
to everyone who was _ instru- ) , “The Elongated Express of Comedy” ND 
mental in making his 7 years on WY “ons Ak NOCSS ~ & 
€ s 
ped American stage an unquali- : ; ENGLAN D ONG : Materia. by 
ed success, j The Chinese Helen Kane 5 
“The Voice with a Heart” Direction 
or a GILBERT LAWRENCE CURTIS & ALLEN 
: and His Snake Hips STE. 
: And the i. 
WEEK SEPT. 22 
Thanks in particular to ; ° - RICH RHYTHM BAND 
° General &xecutive Offices. (Direction of Blondell & Mack) OSnven, COLO. L 
HARRY FOSTER se = 
of London — "| 
HEADLINING PARAMOUNT 
for postponing my European PUBLIX THEATRES 
bookings so that I might appear y-N J re os JACK 
in 
“George White’s Scandals MITCGHELL- 
of 1932” i TH 
a 60 WEST. 46 ST: and 
yant 9-7800 NE , 
- = & Ww YORK CITY FRANK “The Symphony in Motion” 
| 
. en Acrebatic Dancing to Perfect Rhythm 
“Many may copy him, but | DURANT eld Over for Big Second Week, 
none can excel him . | Buffalo Theatre, Buffalo we om 
. . . site Week (Sept. 3) PARAMOUNT, LOS ANGELES + 
—Says the Missus. Dir.: WM. MORRIS RKO Circuit to Follow = 
GENERAL MANAGER a ae Sr 
LT 
ee. | MEREDITH WILLSON 
ae MARVIN H. SCHENCK te 3 
Direction, WM. MORRIS i MUSICAL DIRECTOR ~ 
P BOOKING MANAGER Transcontinental “Concert in Rhythm,” Friday, 9 P. M., P. S. T. 
Productions, HARRY BESTRY Road Show, Monday, 8 P. M. Waltz Time, Tuesday, 9 P. M 
; National Concert, Sunday, 5:15 P. M. 
NBC SAN FRANCISCO 
meme 
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PHIL 
‘FABELLO 


pe AND HIS z 7 
VERSATILE ORCHESTRA 
THIS WEEK 


» ALBEE veiivccx. 


| Phas. tose 
Harold B. Franklin;:Herschel Stuart, BROOKLYN 


en OF Yond Cx WisDenatd, Harry. D. Goldberg : | 
See ee IS HELPING TO MAKE 


am 


NOW IN. OUR. SEVENTH WEEK OF 


AN INDEFINITE STAY AFTER FOUR New by (iy KY Records: . 


YEARS, AT RKO COLISEUM; NEW YORK 




















KNOWLEDGE AND PRACTICAL EXPERIENCE 


REPAID BY | 
CONFIDENCE 


STANLEY W. WATHON 


THE BEST CIRCUS AGENT IN EUROPE 
BOOKING EXCLUSIVELY FOR 


7- CIRCUS MANAGEMENTS - 7| | 
For Periods of 4 to 22 Weeks in One Place | 
USING 100 ACTS YEARLY : 

ALSO BOOKING BIG VAUDEVILLE ATTRACTIONS 


With Leading Circuits | CHANEY » AND » FOX | 


PALACE THEATRE 
LONDON, Aug. 18. 


HAPPY LABOR DAY 
IF ANY 


Gina Malo 


























For Quick Action Write “{nternational Dance Favorites” ||} 
Held Over for Entire be ee er 
STANLEY W. WATHON — | 
33, Queensborough Terrace, London, W.2. | Lp yy | JOR MANDIS FOUR. 
i ____ ae 
—— — ae | BETTER THAN EVER [ in HUMAN ELEVATORS 
Direction 











RKO, J. E. PLUNKETT, 1564 Broadway, New York 
Loew, MAX OBERNDORF, 160 West 46th Street, New York 


European Representative 
J. H. HENSCHELL, 26 Charing Cross Road, London, W.C. 2 


Greetings to My Friends 
On Both Sides of the Atlantic 
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OWEN McGIVENEY || restaurant [THREE ST. JOHN BROS. 


Murder Manor Mystery 148 W. 49 St., New York GYMNASTS DE LUXE 
Direction, BERNARD BURKE DINNER 65 Cents | RKO CIRCUIT WAYNE CHRISTY 
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Touring RKO Circuit 
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BARNEY.RAPP 


(The Band with the Bottles) 
Direction PHIL TYRRELL 








NOW PLAYING RKO THEATRES 
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JACKIE HELD 











ACTS 








Boy Conductor 

With House Symphony 

Chicago, Chicago 
Jackie Held is eight years old, 

and reported never to have previous- 

ly appeared outside his native St. 








MARY HAY (9) 


Dancing and Songs 

14 Mins.; Full Stage 

Metropolitan, Brooklyn 
Formerly of legit musicals, 


Mary Hay has built a new act 
around herself. Turn includes Paul 
W. Keast and Ben Cutler’s band of 
six pieces. All worked on a black- 
draped stage, with occasional props 
shoved on or taken off in the Chi- 
nese fashion. Only a table and 
chair in one bit, and two chairs in 
another, but shirt-sleeved stage 
hands do not help the effect. 

Opens with the orch, followed by 
the star and her dancing partner 
in a drawing-room bit. Man on 
for a song and a gigolo number 
by the dancers. Another song and 
a comedy single in which she makes 
love to the bass player. Closes with 
a song and dance about a prize fignt. 

Clever dancing, but the act is not 
framed to get the best effect. The 
comedy is inept and the general 
staging lacks smartness. Nothing 
the matter with the dancing, and 
that over to nice applause. 





GERTRUDE BERKOFF & CO. (7) 
Singing, dancing 

20 Min.; Full 

G. O. H., N. Y. 

Gertrude Berkoff was for years a 
member of the Berkoff Troupe, one 
of the ace standard dancing acts, 
though not billed as importantly as 
her brother Louis or sister Frieda. 
Here she is in a turn of her own 
ana using the family name which 
may cause some confusion of the 
acts. 

Miss Berkoff has accomplished 
little in this turn. Thing starts off 
banally with one of those three men 
teams going in for modified may- 
hem in the Mills, Kirk and Martin 
manner, though nowhere near as 
acceptably. Getting to be too much 

of this sort of thing in vaude now, 
anyway. Followed by two little 
girls who sing badly and dance only 
fairly. Then a blonde torch singer 
who reached way back in the files 
for ‘Ten Cents ‘a Dance’ and the 
three boys comé back with a little 
blonde girl for some amusing 
adagio takeoffs. This is pretty 
good stuff, though drawn out too 
much, the girl impressing by her 
whirls and toe work, as knowing 
what it’s all about. It's Miss Berk- 
off's first appearance and not too 
conspicuously, but she stands out 
by her ability. 

Boys do some more alleged clown- 
ing, sister team does another weak 
number, Miss Berkoff comes on for 
a finish with the whole troupe again 
impressing with her twirls. 

Using ordinary house drops, or 
what look like that, is no help to 
the turn. Miss Berkoff ought to 
leave less of the work to her com- 
pany. Also she could strengthen 
her supporting cast. Kauf, 





LESTER IRVING TRIO (3) 
Acrobatics 

6 Mins.; In Full and One 
Grand O. H. 

It used to be Lester and Irving, a 
couple of muscular young fellows 
with a fine assortment of push ’em 
up by the hand. Same snappy, fin- 
ished hand balancing assortment is 
there, with the old act substantially 
ae ype by the induction of the 
third party, a young woman. Girl's 
presence at least was responsible 
for the new piece de resistance, a 
stunt that is far more spectacular 
than that which formerly wound up 
the turn. Revised curtain feat cli- 
maxes with the undermounter bal- 
ancing both partners by their feet 
in the palms of his hand and doing 
a smooth walkofi with them, Not so 
much the stunt itself as the show- 
manly way he does it. 

Brief but impressively carried 
out all through. Pair open with 
gracefully executed lifts and swing 
from various positions. Tep mounter 
turns understander in a: series of 
ground rolls with the girl. perched 
afoot in his hands. Then comes the 
act's climactic bit and for an en- 
core the men return for an offside 
balance that brings the muscles 
straining and rippling at their viv- 
idest. An ace opener for any me- 
dium time bill. Odec, 


ALEX MELFORD AND CO. (4 
™ Acrobatic ~ 
8 Mins.; Full 
G. O. H., N. Y¥ 
This used to be the Meltford trio. 


Now it’s four men and a cinch 
either-ender, though a hit more ac- 
ceptable as the opener (as current). 
There's a bit of everything acrobatic 
in the turn, but not too much va- 
riety to be dull and sufficient action 
to hold interest at all times. 
Opens wit the four in a juggling 
bit, then into some risley and from 
that to hand-to-hand. One lad then 
does his stuff on hand skates, some 
more risley and a fine finish in the 
understander, by a special head rest 
supporting a second understander, 
who supports a circular mat for the 


but 
more recently a night club dancer, 


GRACIE SCHENCK and Co. 
Dancing, Music, Acrobatics 
9 Min.; Full (Special) 
Palace 

Gracie Schenck and Co., a four- 
people novelty act, is among the 
Martin Beck importations from Eu- 
rope, signed for RKO time by Beck 
while abroad a couple months ago. 
It will do all right, finding its niche 
in present-day vaude to open bills. 
In some places, depending on the 
structure of shows, it might suffice 
as a later selection. 


Miss Schenck’s act is not as Eu- 
ropean-looking as most that come 
from the other side. Probably hail- 
ing from Germany, the two juve- 
niles look a little Teutonic, but Miss 
Schenck might have been an Amer- 
ican product from her manners and 
personality. 

She’s a lissome young dancer who 
wears simple costumes and in her 
routines displays training that must 
have started with acrobatics. Her 
two male assistants, while they also 
dance as well as play instruments, 
doubtless started the same way. 
Fourth member of the act is a 
matronly woman who acts as an as- 
sistant, carrying instruments, etc., 
on and off. 

The act ig nowhere near a whirl- 
wind. It must satisfy itself to re- 
main an opening number. A piano 
and a chair dress the fullstage set, 
trio opening as a musical combina- 
tion. First hint of dancing comes 
from the violinist, who proves par- 
ticularly agile. 

Dance routines are a mixture of 
terpsichore and. acrobatics, well 
blended. In one bit, a head to head 
combination, the girl, topmounter, 
kicks a tambourine with effective 
flourish. This drew a hand here 
Saturday afternoon. Another stunt 
meriting applause attention is the 
two boys walking on their hands, 
kicking splits in the air in unison 
while crossing the stage. Later one 
of the boys juggles a crystal sphere 
while peregrinating on the mitts. 
Girl’s falling split from a high- 
= position also off the beaten 
at 


Building up to the finish the boys 
are playing violin and guitar, the 
girl returns to do a dance-acrobatic 
routine with the violinist. For the 
getaway the team goes into a fast 
double. Act a good-sized hit for 
an opener here Saturday or 9 
r. 





‘BLACKFACE’ EDDIE NELSON 
Singing 

17 Mins.; One 

Orpheum, N. Y. 


Eddie Nelson, .billing himself as 
‘Blackface’ to avoid confusion with 
‘Sunkist’ Eddie Nelson, is now de- 
voting himself almost entirely to 
song numbers. The little talk in 
between is more of an alibi against 
talk than anything else. Nelson 
points out he, like others, does one 
thing well, and he thinks that’s 
singing. He’s right. 

New routine includes an opening 
of ‘Sole Mio’ offstage, followed up 
by ‘It Was So Beautiful.” From 
there he goes into ‘We Just Couldn't 
Say Goodbye,’ which is a little long, 
following with the three others. 
‘Round the Bend of the Road’ is a 
hard one for Nelson to handle and 
might be displaced, except that it 
lends variety to the routine. ‘Shanty’ 
exceedingly well done, but as closer 
didn’t warrant encore up here 
Thursday night. 

Audiences may logically ask Nel- 
son why the blackface? There 
seems no apparent reason for it. 
Char. 


MADY and PARTNER (2) 
Tumblers 

7 Mins.; Three (Special) 
Academy, N. Y. 


Short girl and tall boy in comedy 
tumbling. . Start out as if shuffling 
to a dance, but fall into tumbling 
antics aimed to be funny. Hits the 
middle grade that way. However, 
opening here on a five-act program, 
act more than satisfied. The Acad- 
emy may thus represent the type 
of houses best suited to the turn. 

Mady evidently is the girl. A cute 
parcel with a flair for comedy tum- 
bling worth watching and develop- 
ing. There is @ moment when she 
speaks out and her stuff sounds 
foreign. Shan. 


—_—_——_ 


WAYNE and CALLAHAN 
Talk, Song, Dance 

11 Mins.; One 

G.:0 Ms he ¥. 


Something wrong here, though 
hard to spot it. Probably it's in the 
man’s lack of enthusiasm or ability 
to wear clothes. It’s the usual boy 
and girl turn at first, though turn- 
ing to pretty nice comedy at the 
close. Some nice material in the 
act and the girl is a winner. She's 
a tiny creature, full of pep, not 
afraid to work and ought to make 
the grade. 

At this house the reception was 
pretty cold, and that despite some 
rough stuff from the gal which 








hand skating lad, Kauf, 





ought to have taken. Kauf. 


Louis where he got experience 
leading the Fox theatre orchestra. 
As he stands and wherever he is 
booked or allowed to work he's a 
sure-fire entertainment novelty. 
He could .be built up in the trade 
through exploitation as an attrac- 
tion but pending that he makes a 
good selling point for any press 
agent’s layout. Balaban & Katz 
gave him about one-sixth of the 
Chicago theatre splurge space. Af- 
ter all, an eight-year-old symphonic 
conductor is out of the ordinary. 
Jackie is a natural musician. He 
had a pretty clear notion of what he 
was doing and seems, as claimed, 
to read the score. In a Lord Faun- 
telroy velvet suit with his bushy 
hair askew his directing made an 
irresistable appeal. It perhaps 
doesn’t matter much exactly how 
real his musicianship is or how 
much attention the musicians pay 
to his conducting. He looks, sounds 
and is great, he knows ‘Orpheus’ 
if nothing else and he tosses his 
head, his arms, and signals intelli- 
gently. 
After the overture, which wowed 
‘em, Jackie showed his versatility 
by a couple of solos on the xlophone. 
He handles the mallets like a vir- 
tuoso and his nonchalent self-con- 
fidence is amusing. 
If Jackie doesn’t get plenty of 
dates it's because he has to go to 
school, He's natural for show biz. 
Land. 








PARK SISTERS and DeMARR 
Singing, Dancing, Comedy 

13 Mins.; Full and One 

Grand O. H. 

Girls have the looks and singing 
personalities, the lad packs a neat 
talent for dancing and a good sense 
of comedy and the turn has tune, 
dash and direction. Shapes up as a 
model little act of its kind for the 
family circles until the finale is 
reached. Here it flops miserably. 
Those prolonged osculating clinches 
and the boy’s flopping around the 
stage for the windup couldn't even 
pass for comedy at this cinch spot. 
Weak finish would certainly tend to 
make ‘em forget all about the good 
stuff that preceded. : 
Sisters’ opening ‘Georgia’ number 
establishes them and gets the act 
going nicely. With it they tell a 
story graphically and melodiously 
and perk up the interest for what's 
to follow. While they’re off making 
their changes the lad regaies with 
something distinctive and smart in 
eccentric soft shoe dancing, later 
returning for a novelty tap rich in 
mixed rhythm and style. Girls’ next 
number brings the act’s pace to an 
effective crescendo. It’s the stenog 
lament written to the refrain of 
‘Boots’ and attended by the pound- 
ing of the drums, the wails of the 
brasses and reeds and the ringing 
of the phone bells, Frances and 
June Park give it well enacted 
drama and harmonvy. 

Piece obviously went over the 
heads of the Grand Opera House 
congregation, accountable by the 
fact that they're not an office work- 
ing clientele here. Shop or factory 
girl’s lament would have been more 
up their alley. Odec, 





ALICE FROHMAN (1) 

Singer 

12 Mins.; Two (Special) 

Academy, N. Y. 

Miss Frohman is a brunet looker, 
who with proper stage direction 
should come along. Wears good 
clothes. She suggests Lillian Roth 
in manner of presentation and ges- 
tures, but possesses a_ stronger 
voice. Sings in the usual blues 
manner and has a tendency to 
overdo the numbers. Besides which 
her pianist’s solo key stuff is suffi- 
ciently weak entertainment to tip 
off he shouldn’t try to sing either. 
His attempted singing disadvan- 
tages Miss Frohman, Deuce on 
five-acter and over big just the 
same, 

Stage setting is usual, draped 
piano. Accompanist enters first, 
does a key announcement for Miss 
Frohman, who steps down front for 
first number, the chorus of which 
she repeats too many times. 

Then interpolating song bit with 
the accompanist under a baby spot. 


Here’s where the accompanist 
breaks down the act. His voice 
does it. Piano solo follows, and 


Miss Frohman is back for a final 
song, but does an encore at the 
behest of the Academy’s enthusi- 
astic customers. Her accompanist 
announces she sang it in ‘Scandals.’ 
Bad selection regardless, Shan, 


MORRIS and EVANS 
Blackface 
12 Mins.; One 
= Oo. he M. ¥. 
Two men in an old-fashioned 


blackface act. Nothing new, orig- 
inal, or good about the turn, though 
the audience liked it. Pipes are 
okay, which probably is the answer. 
One of the boys strums a guitar 
a bit and one clogs, neither point 
being important. The jokes are all 
of the ‘Boy, is you dumb,’ type. 

Turn probably okay for what's 
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STATE, N. Y. 


That vaudeville budget Increase to 
$8,000 or thereabouts at Loew's 
Broadway vaudfilm house makes a 
Lie difference. It means only $3,000 
more weekly on the overhead of this 
usually steady grosser and, if prop- 
erly spent, the extra Mmazum can 
cuarantee against bad stage shows. 
Such assurance from the stage end 
is comforting when the screen goes 
democratic. 

Backing up WB's ‘Two Against 
the World’ this week is a layout of 
mostly standard vaudeville acts, in- 
cluding three or four namies that 
mean something on Broadway. Be- 
yond what it may attract at the box 
office, it will more than satisfy those 
customers already in, 

Despite a cold noon audience at 
the first show Saturday, Blossom 
Seeley and Benny Fields have never 
looked better. Herb Williams and 
Clifford and Marion drew more 
laughs than there were customers, 
and that made things seem a lot 
brighter than they generally do at 
an a, m. grind. 

Isham Jones’ orchestra, billed as 
presented by CBS, is the only one of 
the six current turns under New 
Acts. And in Jones’ case, the new- 
ness is in the act and not the name. 


The uninspired, but probably safe, 

Looking pattern is foiiswed current- 
ly on the front end of the bill, with 
the customary acrobatic and hoofing 
turns opening and deucing, respec- 
tively. They are Joe Fanton and 
Co., veteran flying ring entry, and 
the Four Step Brvs., four colored 
boys whose name is more novel than 
their routine, though energetic buck 
dancing. This one-two arrange- 
ment works out well when the acts 
stand up, and they do in, this in- 
stance, 
Clifford and Marion, Seeley and 
Fields, Williams and the Jones band 
fcllow in that order. Latter does 22 
minutes, carrying 17 musicians be- 
sides Jones and two femme special- 
ty items, one single and the other a 
trio, and both singing. The, spe- 
cialties aren’t exceptionally helpful, 
except that they relieve the musical 
tension, nor is the act tastefully 
mounted. It lands purely on the 
excellence of the music, Bige. 





JACK USHER and Co. (4) 
‘Romances,’ Comedy 

14 Mins.; One and Full (Special) 
Orpheum, N. Y. ' 

A showmanly light comedian who 
sells what he has for best effect, 
Jack Usher won't have any trouble 
with his newest skit. He calls it 
‘Romances’ and then proceeds to 
hoke up scenes and bits having a 
romantic background. Act, neatly 
presented and having looks, is okay 
for the better class neighbs. 

Usher goes into talk on romance, 
marriage, etc., at the opening, a gag 
with a girl showing too much of 
her knee, breaking it up for a laugh. 
First scene is that of a Civil War 
soldier returning to his light 0’ love. 
Here Usher does dialect that adds 
much to the action. Later in full 
its the Pocahontas-John Smith 
thing, with many present-day terms 
and wisecracks propping for laughs. 
A dancer who works up a kissing 
bit to a nice point, gets an oppor- 
tunity in this scene for a little toe- 
and-heel work as an Indian girl. 
Her costume attracts more attention 
than her dance. Pocahontas’ dad 
X-ing the stage as a pansy type 
winds it all up. 

Usher's act got across nicely at 
this house Thursday night, It’s a 
good middle-of-the-bill selection. 
Char. 


BERNARD and FERRIS (2) 
Singing, Comedy 

11 Mins.; In One 

Grand O. H. 

Pair seem to have come out of 
the limbo of the long ago with this 
one. Type of act smacks of the 
early century, with its very oddity 
likely responsible for any rise it 
may get among audiences in the 
hidden away nabe spots, Years ago 
the stubby littie fellow and his part- 
ner with the falsetto invested their 
act with the garb of a chef and a 
waiter. Now it’s an Italian toy ped- 
dler and his wife who had just fol- 
lowed him over. 

After an attempt at comedy pat- 
ter that doesn’t get anywhere, the 
female impersonator of the duo goes 
into an operatic arta. Sobby ballad 
gives the other fellow a chance te 
step out of character and for the 
act’s grand moment he announces 
a travesty on the ‘Miserere.’ Ho- 
kum here was forced and trans- 
parent, but got the laughs and a 
hearty mitt from the Grand QO. H. 
mob. Odec, 





CAITES BROS. 

Talk and Dancing 

7 Mins. in One 

Metropolitan, Brooklyn 

Caites Brothers have dropped the 
impersonation specialty they did 
last year in favor of their straight 
talk and dancing. 

Talk is mild, but some of the 
hoofing, particularly the double 
specialty, gets over nicely, with the 
one who looks like the late Louis 
Wollheim making no capital of that 
fact, but trading on his mugging. 
Nothing sensational, but a satis- 
factory deucer, and the few jokes 
are clean by any house's standard; 


PALLADIUM, LONDON 


London, Sept. 38. 

Not a dull moment in the bill at 
the Palladium this week (starting 
29). The nearest to it was the new 
ventriloquial act of A. C. Astor, but 
the entire act only runs 10 minutes 
and tells a fairly good story. It 
is certain that in a very short time 
it will be whipped into sufficient 
speed to make a worthy successor 
to his previous offerings. 

The show opened with Peters and 
Billy, Continental barrel jumpers, 
excellent of their kind. While the 
straight man is a bit ponderous, the 
comedian is really funny. They have 
all the appearance of being Ger- 
man; were followed by Astor, and 
in turn, succeeded by Geraldine and 
Joe, who were a riot. 

G. 8S. Melvin, one of England’s 
best character comedians, offered a 
new characterization, that of a po- 
licewoman, the monolog of which 
was plentifully. studded with ‘blue’ 
remarks, He only did two nu nbers, 
the second of, which was his mas- 
terpiece—the Stoker, in which he 
does a sailor's hornpipe, second to 
none. 

Hutch (Leslie Hutchinson) the 
colored pianologist, rendered his 
conception of a few popular num- 
bers and earned a share of the 
general appreciation being handed 
out. 

Closing the first half was Joe 
Morris & Co., who got away splen- 
didly with plenty of laughs. 

The Houston Sisters did another 
new act, wherein Renee burlesques 
a Spanish woman posing for an 
artist who wants to paint her in 
the nude. She is dainty and when 
called upon to strip, she almost does 
it. This team will some day go 
to America and show them some- 
thing new. The straight one gives 
the most perfect characterization of 
a boy imaginable. Teddy Brown, 
xylophonist, etc. was his usual 
surefire hit. 

Dick and Edith Barstow, on their 
return here, were an even bigger 
hit than befdre, and deservedly so. 
Their staircase toe stepping is mar- 
vellous, AS the act was found to 
be five minutes too long for the 
running time of the big bill, it was 
considered necessary t0 revise vari- 
ous features of their act, and also 
to delay the presentation of Louis 
Spiro, ‘Confidential Songster,’ known 
for his radio'and recording work, 
whom they intended fitting into 
their act. 

Next to closing were Flanagan 
and Allen, 
who are prime favorites at the Pal- 
ladium, Théy opened with a new 
routine of back chat and then went 
into a revival of what they alleged 
was their original act 30 years ago, 
which began with ‘Who was the 
lady I saw you with last night?’ 
Gags of this sort were received with 
hysterical outbursts. The Omanis, 
acrobats, closed the show. 

After all, the American acts on 
the bill are the backbone of the 
entertainment, and were ingeniously 
interwoven in the program to get 
the full effect. Jolo, 





DOWNTOWN, L. A. | 


Los Angeles, Sept. 9. 
Back to seven acts this week and 
budgeted at $1,000, it’s a real pop- 
priced vaude show taken from any 
angle. No outstanding names, but 
a diversity of stage fare that gave 
the capacity lower floor plenty for 
their 25-cent admission at the ing 
itial performance. Standard some- 
what above the average, but how 
they can get the services of 23 per- 
formers to do four-a-day for a week 
for a total of one grand is a book- 
ing mystery. 
Three Melvins (two original 
brothers and a femme assistant) 
opened with a snappy acrobatic 
routine including some difficult bal- 
ancing. Cecil Williams, colored 
warbler, had the deuce spot and 
clicked, especially with the spirit- 
uals. He works on the order of 
George Dewey Washington, but 
minus the dramatic touch and the 
rich voice. 
Registering. solidly were The 
Remys, brother and sister juve- 
niles, who provide a varied assort- 
ment of stage fare, including tum- 
bling, balancing, dancing and other 
routines. They're a clever pair of 
youngsters who, if properly handled, 
should get places. 
Pair of old-timers, Rice and Cady, 
German comics, followed with com- 
edy dialog and a patter song for a 
windup. ‘Dance Fables,’ comprising 
two boys and two girls, revealed 
some entertaining broken-rhythm 
stepping, with one of the femmes 
proficient in balancing. Girls look 
like sisters and are lookers, as well 
as talented. 
As a prelude to Bobby Gilbert's 
act, boys in Cliff Webster's orches- 
tra do solo specialties in the pit. 
tilbert makes a noisy entrance with 
the bandsmen, and after some ar- 
gument goes on stage for his violia 
specialty. First it’s comedy and 
then straight classics, both of 
which were favorably received. 
Closing spot allotted to ‘Spanish 
Nights,’ a dancing, musical novelty 
act of 10 people. Outstanding is 
one of the six men in the orchestra, 
who provides a one-man band rou- 
tine that includes playing a dozen 
different instruments. It’s a neat 
flash act and fitted nicely in the 








left of the small time, Kauf. 


which is something. 


closing position. 


cross talk comedians, “ 
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PALACE, N. Y. 


Pola Negri and ‘Back Street’ (U) 
will draw business to the Palace 
box office this week, notably Miss 
Negri. The mobs were clamoring 
for seats Saturday afternoon, with 
nouse at 2:30 having many standees. 

Miss Negri has only the sugges- 
tion of an act, and it’s on third. 
put she satisfies the average fan 
who comes only to glimpse her any- 
how. As gracious on the stage in 
person as she was exotic on the 
screen, la Pola makes a fine show- 
ing even if her song and dialog 
routine carries no great appeal. 

They must have slapped the act 
together, after picking a song to 
fit Miss Negri’s possible vocal ac- 
complishments, and, turning their 
backs on it, figured Miss Negri 
doesn’t need an act anyhow. The 
same was done in picture houses. 
It is easy to realize that fitting 
Miss Negri for vaude is no push- 
over aid it’s as easy to see why 
she hardly has to be fitted just 


right. 
‘The once-topline star among 
dramatic vamp actresses on the 


screen still has enough charm and 
dramatic ability to carry her across 
the ordinary audience pitfalls. 

Turn is around ‘Paradise’ (from 
Negri film ‘Woman Commands,’ 
Radio), which hooks in along with 
other lyrics with an engagement 
that’s been broken off between her 
and the boy friend. Unbilled man 
assisting her does what he has to 
do satisfactorily enough without 
creating special notice. 

Sat mat’s audience particularly 
free with applause, according all 
the attractions good mittfuls, not 
éxcluding the opener, Gracie 
Schenck and Co. (New Acts). This 
is one of the Martin Beck importa- 
tions, the road ahead for which 
won't be hard. Turn is a novelty 
opener -with several original tricks. 
It has booking for 20 weeks in 
RKO houses. 

With Miss Negri on third, Gus 
Van followed her. In finest fettle, 
the former half of the ‘pennant 
Winning battery of songland,’ topped 
his predecessor on applause, and 
in turn was out-louded on a hand 
by Si Wills and Joan Davis. 
‘‘Van might. have done an encore 
on 16 minutes, but Wills and Davis 
were nearly ferced to it. Latter 
is a great little hoke act. Always 
the clown, Miss Davis works her 
audience up to a highly apprecia- 
tive point, finally threatening to 
hold up the show with her dancing. 
She goes into some swell spills, one 
series on the Will Mahoney ‘Off 
to Buffalo’ type, winding up legit. 
Wills stands by playing the guitar 
and singing. He contributes much 
to the act, working gags, mugging 
and in. other ways strengthening 
the response, but it’s Miss Davis 
who makes the act big. 

Gold and Raye, second, hoofed 
their way through a fast routine of 
numbers, straight and _ otherwise, 
getting over right at the matinee. 
Some of the buck work on a chal- 
lenge, closing their turn, is very 
worthy. Doing no _ sleeping, the 
boys kept their act within eight 
minutes running time. There 
should be more like them. 

Sixth and last on the generally 
efiective show are the Russian 
Revels. This is like many other 
acts of its type which neither dis- 
appoints nor thrills. For variance 
from the usual, there is a dancer 
as a Chinese temple statue, who en- 
tirely in bronze, does a novel num- 
ber employing her supple arms and 
hands for effective results. 

The flash also boasts’. other 
dancers who score in a big way, 
making one forget about the fa- 
miliar background on this sort of 
Russian revue. An acrobatic dancer, 
working barefoot, and another, 
working on her toes, are both un- 
usually adept. The hock stuff by 


men, though good, is no novelty 
by now. An eight-piece string or- 
chestra, plus director, serves as 


background, with two of its mem- 
bers, girl violinists, stepping down- 
stage for a duet. 

Entire stage portion is only 72 
minutes long, and there is no film 
filer except the newsreel to go 
with the feature. 

.Front of the house this week is 
dressed up a little differently. It’s 
getting to look more and more like 
a picture theatre than a vaude 
house. Played up are the picture 
and Miss Negri. Char, 


ACADEMY 


There's no middle path in 14th 
street's entertainment. Got to be 
either rough or sweet. Currently 
it’s a little down on quality, but 
still sugary and thus drawing. 
With Anatole Friedland’s colorful 
flash, ‘Show Boat,’ as the stage bar- 


VAUDE HoUS 





(New Acts.) Then Alice Frohman 
(New Acts), hailed by her accom- 
panist as a legit ‘star,’ deuced for 


the blues, and Wally Sharples 
tripled. These three were over 
easy, but on the day caught any- 


thing pleased. 


Marty May, whom the barker an- 
nounces outside being ‘here in 
person,’ does his two-act with Jean 
Carroll in next-to-closing in 10 
minutes of pleasant and nonchalant 
fun before the pair shove into the 
‘Show Boat’ flash for another 25 
minutes. ‘Show Boat’ finishes weak, 
but here didn’t hurt. Maybe it’s 
because the act looks for too many 
bows. 


as 


Sharples and his two helpers, one 
of whom is a blonde, parade in ‘one’ 
and ‘three’ for a series of blackouts. 
Old gags brightened by the capa- 
bilities of Sharples and his sup- 
port. 

Currently the Academy is plenty 
placarded. While a framed sheet in 
the lobby points to Local 306’s okay, 
outside the house is being picketed 
by a silencer from the Empire State 
operators’ local. Only on 14th street 
would they fix and prepare signs in 
the lobby. 

And the stage drops used by the 
house look to need plenty of dry 
cleaning. Big spotches on two of 
them are an eyesore. 

Fact that the shops are currently 
open again on Saturdays helps biz, 
but pity the poor Jeff, with the 
Academy the only vaude spot now 
and using the RKO trademark on 
the marquce for its vaude notice, 
that Jeff may be getting b.o. goose 
pimples. Shan. 


FOX, LYNBROOK 


Lynbrook, L. I., Sept. 10. 

This Skouras house, the Fox Lyn- 
brook, right_on the Mevrick road at 
Lynbrook, L. L, about an hour by 
motor from Times square, has been 
playing two days of RKO-booked 
vaude Fridays and Saturdays for 
several weeks, and doing all right 
ty itself, although paying off the 
five acts in buttons. Strictly a 
break-in stand, top money for the 


neadliner is 35 bucks for the two 
days and the stage show budget 
never exceeds $100 gross. It’s an oke 
business-getter for the house, and 
while not the best of rostrums for 
acts, it’s a convenient breaker-inner 
for new turns. ‘ 

A nice five-act layout on tap this 
Triday and Saturday, headed by Ted 
Claire & Co., with the Keller Sis- 
ters and Lynch sub-toplining. Since 
it’s still all in the embryo, detailed 
new act notices are being reserved 
until a later date. 

Ace, King and Queen open with 
energetic taps, Which are too stren- 
uous in their presentation and thus 
nullified for best audience effect. 
The two boys and the girl should 
bg¢hten up and they’ll get their real- 
iy difficuit legmania over to better 
effect. One is*so intent on regis- 
tering he looks scared and, in over- 
zealousness, took a fall that was 
not in the script. 

Hap Farrell, stew performer, has 
a nice and somewhat different open- 
ing, but becomes conventional with 
the rest when a rotund femme vis- 
e-vis enters as foil. Routine evolves 
into overly punny gagging. 

Keller Sisters and Lynch now 
have a pianist officiating for them. 
Heretofore one of the threesome 
presided at the ivories. Theirs is a 
nice presentation as always and the 
Lynbrook reaction evidenced that 
the trio’s radio build-up hasn’t been 
for naught. They’re still sustaining, 
but it’s done them some good per- 
scnally for their stage work; so 
even if they haven't connected on an 
2ir commercial as yet, their inten- 
sive microphonie application — 
they’ve been on as many as five 
times a week—hasn’'t been in vain. 

Ted Claire, erstwhile Loew m. c. 
favorite with some record runs in 
Baltimore and Cleveland, where he 
stayed over a year, now has a larger 
act, including stooges, etc., that 
promises well for big league com- 
edy purposes. The Three English 
Beys in support are the former 
Three Maniacs. They're adequate 
comedy stooges in the foreport and 
finish very dapper with concerted 
legmania for okay results. There 
are also a heavyweight fat boy 
stooge whose size alone gets at- 
tention, and Beebee Mills, the latter 
the 17-year-old daughter of Irving 
Mills. She does her dance specialty 
in satisfactory manner. Claire is, of 
course, the entire act. pacing it, as 
he could an entire show, effectively, 
besides ciicking with individual s. 
and d_ specialty work. The dope 
number, long a Claire standby, has 
been lightened and to better effect. 
Act in toto works clean and, with 
zroom‘ng, should get into important 
company. 


STATE-LAKE, CHI 


Chicago, Sept. 10. 





State-Lake and Palace are run- 
ning three or four amateurs per 
performance during the current 
week in the semi-finals of the 
NBC-RKO ‘radio quest’ which lo- 
cally is tied up with the ‘Daily 
News.’ Saturday matinee there was 
a baritone, a violinist and a girl 
harmony foursome spotted in the 
middle of Paddy Cliff's orchestra 
turn. The violinist didn’t bother to 
select a melody. He staked his all 
on some elaborate finger exercises 


and pulled that horse's tail across 
the cat gut with increasing inac- 
curacy. State-Lake audience was 
politer than would be expected. 

Bill was oddly mixed and 
triumphed more on tolerance than 
booking sagacity. Kenneth Harlan 


in the Palace or houses more ex- 
acting than the State-Lake. Here 
they got by okay and furnished a 


fair number of laughs through a 
mechanical kind of comedy. Har- 
lan looked fine, but never quite 


could talk above that husky throat 
of his. They occupied the next-to- 
closing niche and escaped without 
possibly realizing they were pass- 
ing through a danger zone. 

Baby Rose Marie, who will soon 
have to drop the ‘baby’ blling, has 
left her small self behind. She is 
now on the threshold of adolescence. 
This is her last week of vaudeville 
for the time being, as she starts 
back to school. Her'’aplomb is un- 
surpassed by anyone of her years. 
She has enough left over from the 
energy of vocalization to develop 
style and mannerisms, while most 
stage kids are too stiff and preoc- 
cupied remembering lyrics. State- 
Lake voted her a hit. 

Rest of the bill included Joe 
Kelso’s hoke magic, Large-Morgner, 
one-leeged hand-balancers, who 
were heartily endorsed; Cole Broth- 
ers, and Perry Twins and Eslyn 
Taris, who opened the show, but 
were not caught. Coles were tardy 
in getting grooved, but finally 
whipped the State-Lake into a 
froth by sheer physical work and 
lightning fast crossfire of gags 
which were mostly’ puns. They 
were’ old-fashioned, but they made 
them: laugh, kept them laughing, 
and after a whirlwind final five 
minutes made them say it with 
mitts. They succumbed to the 
temptation and made a _ foolish 
speech. 

Paddy Cliff’s singing, skate-danc- 
ing, calm assurance and the novel 
beginning put his turn over and 
made people ask who he was and 


whenee he came. Musically, the 
orchestra is undistinguished and 
sticks to negroid numbers over- 
much. ‘ 


Columbia's ‘Night Club Lady’ is 
the feature. Land. 


ORPHEUM 


Exceptionally good turnout for a 
Saturday afternoon, in Yorkville, 
with the Loew stand unveiling a 
quintet of applause candidates that 
appeared not so hot collectively ‘but 
nevertheless strong in a couple of 
the spots. 

For a nabe show and a Saturday 
matinee to boot, the kid attendance 
was light. Price obviously couldn't 
have had anything to do with it. 
Only thing left to attribute the 


fall-off to is the current screen 
leader, ‘The Last Mile’ (World 
Wide). To overcome the heaviness 


of this prison epic the house took 
the precaution to book in a Mickey 
Mouse, but evidently this didn’t 
suffice to inveigle the kids. 

House is one of those where they 
still respond in voluminous meas- 
ure to the call to sing from screen 
slides. Way the pit maestro, Milt 
Franklyn, goes about it principally 
accounts for the vocal reaction. 

Task of getting the footlights pa- 
rade under way fell to Vernon 
Rathburn and his ensemble of sup- 
porting sax tooters and dancers, Lad 
looms as a real virtuoso of the first 
order and perhaps would fare best 
as an attraction were his act un- 
emcumbered by so much incidental. 
Turn would likely pack a heftier 
punch were it to cut out the black- 
art introduction and move right in 
with the saxes. Dancing bits ®y 
a couple of girls in the troupe 
means just so much time passing 
and it wasn’t until the younger 
Rathburn unloosed that ‘St. Louis 
Blues,’ with the accompaniment of 
his father, Tom, and the three 
femme sax choristers, that the cus- 
tomers sat up and took notice. 

Caites Brothers gave the deuce 
spot a cascade of mirth and their 
tap stepping proved par excellence. 
Boys have cut down somewhat on 
the dancing routine and are going 
in for more comedy. Proved oke 
here, with the older brother's mug- 





and Al St. John would have trouble: 


hit it off famously with this au- 
dience on the cross-fire exchange, 
taking the bill's second applause | 
honors. Lots of funny business and 
a mirthsome assortment of gags. | 
Johnny Tyrrell and his four in- | 
genues polished off the occasion | 
with still more comedy and some | 
flashy bits of versatile dancing. | 





Rough-and-tumble adagio katzen- 
jammer Tyrell puts on with Helen | 
Tejam clicked big, while the Three 


Rhythm Girls in everything from 
the buck and wing to spinning 
hoes collected liberally on_ their 
}own. Odec. 


HIPP, BALTO. 
3altimore, Sept. 9. 
For the first time in many weeks 
lacks a radio headliner, 
although the deuce spot is occupied 


this house 


by the Delivery Boys, who are 
known to the ozone. 
Instead of radio, the two main 


positions on the current billing are 
held down by two standard vaude- 
ville acts, and the difference in per- 
formance between radio acts and 
stauge-trained performers is at once 
noticeable. 

Nan Halperin gets the big billing 
and the next-to-closing rung. Miss 
Halperin walked into the only re- 
ception of the first show and pro- 
ceed to draw heavy palm returns 
from her three characterizations, 
two of which are rather new, while 
the third, the Harlem bit, though 
older, remains a walloping clincher 
to a fast, neatly-written and ex- 
cellently-executed routine. 


Preceding were Seed and Austin, 
who have also grown up with 
vaudeville and who know where to 
start and when to. quit. The 
clowning was smoothly paced, and 
as ever was best from the comedy 
business rather than from. the 
lines. 


After these two turns are noted 
there’s little that can be said about 
the lineup. In the initial spot the 
Four Queens present a_ routine 
dancing drill. What these girls are 
doing has been done many times. 


Applause was plentiful through- 
out the Delivery Boys’ act, but it 
wasn’t for the Boys. It was for 
the many impersonations—of Mor- 
ton Downey, Bing Crosby, Kate 
Smith, Rudy Vallee, Al Smith, 
Benny Rubin, Helen Kane, etc., 
even Governor Roosevelt. The 
only thing the Delivery Boys left 
out was the American flag. 


Closing came Al Tucker and his 
society comedy orchestra. At least 
the act is dressed : nd costumed for 
lowdown comedy. But it turns out 
that every now and then Tucker 
changes his mind about that com- 
edy and sends the act into straight. 
Should make up his mind what his 
act is going to be. Result now is 
a jumbled impression. 


It so happens that the best re- 
sults are from the straight singing 
numbers. That's because the com- 
edy attempts here are wide of the 
mark and without punch. After 
the opening laugh on sight, there’s 
little around to drag a giggle. 

In order to get another name for 
its ad the house has spotted a Radio 
short ‘I Love a Parade,’ one of 
those follow-the-leader songfests, 
with Harry Richman doing the 
vocalizing. But the short failed in 
this town. They just won't sing 
in Baltimore. 

Final release of Fox newsreels in 
this theatre; next week the house 
starts with Pathe. ‘Most Dangerous 
Game’ (Radio) feature. In the 
overture the competent Lou Schra- 
der led his orchestra through a 
number of ‘moon’ songs as a plug 
for the anniversary festival next 
week, which brings in Kate Smith 
for her first indie booking. 


ORPHEUM, DENVER 


Denver, Sept. 7. 
Jimmie Burchell and his four 
blondes open the stage show. He 
sings about blondes and he and two 
femmes co novelty numbers and 
dance. Voices are weak. Fair for 
an opener. 


Johnny Perkins, hefty comic, acts 
as m. c, doing fat man comedy. 
Went only fair. 


Three Neal Sisters, more blondes, 
sing a cycle of novelty and pop 
numbers. Could stand pepping up. 

The Rath Bros., two limber acro- 
bats, do feats of strength with ap- 
parent ease. 

Ruth Petty, who could double for 
Sylvia Sydney, carries on forced 
chatter with Perkins and sings a 
few songs in an agreeable voice. 
|Richard Montgomery, colored, whom 
|Perkins says he picked up in an 
|; Omaha shine parlor, has a first rate 
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ORPHEUM, MPLS. 
Minneapolis, Sept. &. 


With such sure-fire and superior 
entertainers as Al Trahan and Bar- 
ney Rapp and his orchestra, not to 
mention Jack and Kay Spangler, the 
current bill of five acts couldn't 
fail in its entertainment mission. 
It provides standard vaudeville 
along routine lines, but when varie- 
ty hits this high level it to 
be just what the customers want. 
In themselves, Trahan’s knocka- 
bout comedy and the Rapp 
chestra’s diversion afford a big 
worth. There can be no complaint 
regarding the amusement fare that 
RKO has been sending this way in 
recent weeks, 

Rogman & Trigger, young men, 
who essay comedy gymnastics in 
the usual fashion long familiar to 
vaudeville devotees, open the show 


seenis 


ore 


ovuc. 


effectively. There is nothing ex- 
ceptional here, but some of the 


balancing feats are really difficult 
and win greater audience approval 
than the clowning which could be 
curtailed. Their funmaking com- 
prises the regulation faked mishaps, 
falls and. stunts going wrong, 
There also is an amusing burlesque 
on classical dancing. 

Personable Jack and Kay Span- 
gler, still using the clever theatre 
ticket agency idea as a setting for 
their always-pleasing dancing, deuce 
it well. They are assisted again 
by Jack Oberman, hot piano player, 
who also possesses comedy talent 
and contributes to the sprinkling 
of fun that runs through the agree- 
able offering. Miss Spangler’s 
high-kicking and whirls are among 
the act’s high lights. 

Baby Rose Marie, billed as 
‘Radio's darling of the air,’ is a tiny 
tot who manages her pop song 
numbers with all the showmanship 
and skill of an adult. For a child 
of her apparent'youth her voice is 
unusually strong and firm. She 
does not employ any microphone. 
In the rendition of a sentimental 
ballad and the dramatic ‘Hallelujah 
Blues,’ Baby Rose utilizes the usual 
stock gestures. Plenty of audience 
applause returns. 

Al Trahan, aided by the Juno- 
esque ‘Lady Yukon Cameron,’ scores 
as usual with his comedy and mu- 
sic. Some of the clowning is pretty 
rough, but Trahan’s skill at putting 
it over disarms criticism. Even the 
ancient wrestling bit in which Tra- 


embrace clinches and osculations 
succeeds in arousing the audience 
to high hilarity. ‘Lady Cameron’ 
hides her vocal talents throughout 
much of the act to serve as a foil 
and butt for Trahan’s slap-stick 
comedy. Trahan, with all his tom- 
foolery, manages to impress plenty 
by his piano playing and even puts 
over a song number in slick style. 
Capital next-to-closer here and a 
show stopper. 

Barney Rapp brings one of the 
best orchestras and acts of its kind 
to grace an Orpheum stage in many 
a moon. There are nifty arrange- 
ments, novelty numbers, clever ef- 
fects and specialties galore. More- 
over, the 12-piece aggregation dis- 
penses really good music. For the 
second successive week, however, 
the same number crops up in two 
acts on the same bill. This time 
it’s ‘Hallelujah Blues,’ which both 
Baby Rose Marie and the Rapp 
band do. The three young women 
in the Rapp act are easy to look at 
and each has her own specialty. 
Edna Segwick and Kathleen Picture 
are hot dancers and Babe Miller is 
a radio singer who croons nicely 
through a mike. There also are 
Shine Moore, speedy Negro tapper; 
a stoutish musician who sings ac- 
ceptably and furnishes some com- 
edy and several members who do 
solo bits. 

‘Lies’ is an amusing number in 
which the orchestra, by means of 
placards, spoofs such aversions as 
Volstead’s prohibition and. Hoover's 
prosperity. ‘Hitting the Bottle’ finds 
the musicians doing that very thing, 
extracting music from glass con- 
tainers suspended from the flies, A 
tropical and hula finish sizzles. 

With Al Rudd back as director of 
the pit orchestra everybody’s happy. 
On the screen, ‘Hold ’Em Jail’ 
(Radio), Pathe News and a one- 
reel detective mystery yarn. Near- 
capacity at this supper show. 

Rees. 


MORRIS-ROSE SPLIT 


But Agents Continue Individually in 
Same Office 








Maurie Rose and Hugo Morris, 
who amalgamated while the recent 
cutting of the RKO agency list was 
going on, have split. With the part- 
nership off, each retains his own 
franchise and will operate individ- 


han and ‘Lady Cameron’ do the love: 
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eause the Skouras budget of $1,800 | to resist being lifted off the floor by houses to re-ogle vaudeville is the 


ricader and the .Gaynor-Farrell| Allen Corelli with a resistance act ging and jibing. ; tet. | Voice. He does ‘Two Hearts’ in| ually out of the same office. 

aos” First Year’ (Fox) it} the Miss Resista school closed. | Pg neh oo gg “| ored Pg grictnw perfect German, and finishes with Rose and Morris were on the 

ooked enthusiastic enough when !Jocal talent, including Lynbrook | that followed, let down ne ena | When Irish Eyes Are Smiling. committee composing the list of 

caugnt Saturday, change day, eve-| jigh gridders and a Lynbrook pugi- | Quartet e weeny oe | of — Poh ie | The Hilton sisters, Siamese Twins, | agency mergers and outs. 

aie h tl llist of no mean stature, sought od peng wit .'S we + ell ram | ao the usual specialty. Use two a ae : 

Although the program was booked | overcome Corelli's gravitation. The | early morning sustaining Prosta | poy :) ian Make 2 ine oe 

> : ; z : . . , : | : , ——- te ane | DOys for dance finish and sin 9 a 

by RKO into this Skouras strong- | act depends considerably on the | to its credit. Failed to make any | politely. - Publix Dekalb Sundzy ‘ 

hold, as per arrangement, it was|stoogery, which should be built up. | headway with their harmony eae A ‘Back ae . Chicago, Sept. 12. i} 

done okay. Not a.strong bill, be- |The basic idea of Corelli being able | until they went into an army-and- | ‘ sack to Se 100 revue, ag nai | First of the Publix-Great States i; | 

navy-forever number and brought | by a loca: store = —e year i 
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per split doesn’t allow much leeway, | one or several people loses its punch | the American flag into play. Boys ty + pl pers stan ohare patie | Egyptian, Dekalb, Hiinois. Popu- 

but fitting on the whole. once that’s established. are personable but their voices eek x: re - | lation 13,000. i 


(Fox) the 
holdouts 


With 
gross was excellent, 
| regular. 


‘Down to Earth’ 
with 


away from the mike lack the carry- 
ing power. 
Maude Hilton and Mildred Garon 


.Mady and Partner, girl and boy ‘Million Dollar Legs’ (Par) was 
tumblers, opened.and rippled for|the feature. House has the pick of 
@ome laughs for a good beginning. !}-roduct for the situation. Abel. 


Dick Bergen will spot book four 
acts every Sunday. 
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PARAMOUNT, N. Y. 


New York, Sept. 9. 

With ‘Okay America’ (U) on- 
screen, and with a lightweight mar- 
quee cinematic pair in Lew Ayres 
and Maureen O’Sullivan,. the Par 
will need more stage strength than 
it manifests currently to get over 
that break. Looks like a slow week 
for the house. 

Stage portion is satisfactory 
enough, but lacking in that electric 
wallop which has been the keynote 
of the presentation bills, of late, 


at the Capitol and this house. 
Will Mahoney, holding over, is 


for 18 minutes and lavishly grants 
request numbers from audience. 

Flash finale has traveller parting 
on drop-lighted flies behind stage 
band, gigantic cross-stage banjo as 
major set piece, Company round- 
up on neck of instrument and twirl- 
ing lights in head make for a color- 
ful flash finale that’s novel and 
reached a high point in audience 
reaction. 


FISHER, DETROIT 


Detroit, Sept. 10. 
Title of the show should be ‘A 
Bookers Mistake.’ They didn’t do 
right by the Fisher theatre this 
week. There have been lapses be- 





repeating his last week's routine, 
merely adding a ‘Sandy Mahatma 
Ghandi’ number. Otherwise it’s a 
dupe. Rosita Moreno is satisfac- 
tory enough with her Spanish and 
taps terp but she’s not b.o. Mil- 
dred Bailey, on her own now, away 
from Paul Whiteman who released 
her in order to facilitate her Pub- 
lix tour, does oke with three num- 
bers, but she too hasn’t manifested 
any b.o. lodestone. Hence, in this, 
the principal stage trio, there is 
not evidenced sufficient drawing 
power in view of the feature film. 

Donald Novis, the tenor who's 
suddenly become somewhat of a 
local fav, ought to break up his 
Irish routine. Last week he did 
‘When Irish Eyes Are Smiling’ and 
‘Shantytown’ is current. He socked 
‘em unquestionably in the ‘Mas- 
querade’ production flash which 
Boris Petroff has mounted so hand- 
somely. It’s indeed a beautiful vis- 
ualization of the waltz song favorite 


duction embellishment. Miss Mo- 
reno, the instrumentalists, Herman- 
dez Bros. (3), and the David Bines 
ballet, all participated: in this 
mounting. 

Lowe, Bernoff and Wensley were 
the true outstanders with their ex- 
cellent comedy conception of ballet 
hoke. They do threesome ballet 


stuff in conventional two-man-and- | wn, porcelain Romance’ is another 
adagio foursome with two singers 
gone a little arty but pleasing. 


girl combination and then go into 
burlesque business and prattfalling 
that is undeniably effective. They 
are possessed of a fresh comedy 
style, doing their adagios with suf- 
ficient quality to qualify straight, 
and then panic ’em with the com- 
edy business. In a revue they’d 
be a wow. 

Miss Bailey’s opening loud speak- 
er introductory gives billing to 
Whiteman, and she then thematics 
with her ‘Rocking Chair’ number, 
the ether trademark with which 
the rotund songstress is identified. 
She has an impressive accompany- 


ists, two pianos, torrid fiddle and 
guitar. . 
Rubinoft maestros ‘Chanson 
Russe,’ a medley of familiar vodka 
airs, in his usually impressive and 
effective manner. Jesse Crawford's 
organolog of ‘Student Prince’ with 
the difficult lyrics flashed on an or- 
nate mammoth screen was good 
showmanship, intriguing the eye as 
well as the ear. It was, per his 
usual wont, a completely competent 


musical interlude. Usual Para- 
mount news and trailers rounded 
out, Abel. 





IMPERIAL, TORONTO 


Toronto, Sept. 9. 

Lack of girl line this week might 
have sent the Imperial stage prez 
into a nose-dive but for the clever 
m.c.’ing of Eddie Peabody, who con- 
solidated the six vaude acts into 
a closely-knit bill that sent the cash 
customers into the open pretty well 
satisfied. 

‘Horsefeathers’ (Par) was set for 
a holdover, but last-minute switch 
sent this into the Uptown, with 
‘Two Against the World’ (WB) 
trailing. Pit band this week is 
doubling from trench to stage. In 
the pit they do an ‘If I Were King’ 
overture, not to be confused with 
the ‘Vagabond King’ arrangement. 
Jack Arthur takes the baton. 

Colorful stage opening has band 
before a permanent set of chrom- 
ium pillars, glass trees and spangles. 
Band boys are in black costumes, 
Russian motif, with silver banjos 
embroidered across the jackets. 
Peabody is on in red coat and white 
trousers for a hot rag-time finale 
with band and introduces Jessie 
Draper for slow acrobatic high- 
kicks. Blonde is in blue gown and 
scores On perfomance and person- 
ality. 

Each Peabody entrance sports a 
different costume. On Draper's exit, 
he's back in Highland costume and 
bag-pipes as introduction for the 
Joy Boys, nut pair in full dress 
going into a double eccentric that 
has a nice reception. M.c. back in 
Spanish costume for Martha 
Vaughan who does two Spanish 
warbles with Peabody in back- 
ground for guitar accompaniment. 
Tom and Hank trail for rope-spin- 
ning with Peabody in cowbody out- 
fit for another rope-spin, using two 
hemps. 

Mary and Marge open second half, 
tall and short pair, blonde and 
brunet, strong on the comedy end 
and scoring in song and dance. 
Pair are in sports ensembles. Pea- 
body, back in red jacket and white 
trousers, goes into ‘St. Louis Blues’ 
and ‘Poet and Peasant.’ It’s his 
first appearance here and natives 


overture, with the organ solo im- 
mediately following. 
his 16 minutes gives a brief resume 
of his life history with a series of 
lantern slides to illustrate. 
which lends itself handily to pro- ’way back to his first activities in 
pictures, he held the interest nicely 
and got a hand at start and finish. 


of routine as_ well, 
screen sequence that means little. 
He gets over nicely with a few well 
chosen gags and a closing dance 
routine that got him an encore. 


arrangement, 
Siegel also went way back to ‘Bar- 
nacle Bill,’ but the old time tunes 
seem to get across plenty here. 


and business fair. 


not neglected, for trade wisecracks 
ing backup of four instrumental-|anent the title of the feature pic- 

ture, ‘A Successful Calamity’ (WB). 
This is not the right spot for a 
George Arliss picture and it soon 
became apparent that business for 
the week was going to make the 
title equivocally pat. 


verting but not box office. 
Marshall is the headliner, holding 
over from the previous week, part- 
ly for want of any other headliner. 
He appeared last and did one num- 
ber, the often beaten and mistreated 
‘Mandalay’ for which the production 
department 
troops and wind-swept palms be- 
hind a scrim. That got over nicely 
but made rather an abrupt ending 
of the presentation. 
expected more but got the main 
title of the feature instead. 


houses and possibly he is working 
harder than appears. 
the Palace hardly more than a 
month ago and then, as now, rather 
impressed as slumming in the va- 
rieties and being a little conscious 
that he was a long way from the 
Metropolitan opera. 
and bearing are not typical of sing- 
ers who appear regularly in pop 
houses. 
over-frontwards 
clipped embarrassed, 
voice, of course, carries him easily. 


and the limpid manner weaved his 
magical lunacy 
Quite a task if anybody should 
doubt it to put pantomime over in 
a public terminal like the Chicago. 
Savo was the smash of the show. 


and a musical prodigy certain to 
wham any audience. 


set-builder Leo Stahr and costume- 
designer 


fore, but this week it wasn't a slip; 
it was a landslide. Boner to book 
in two character motion picture ac- 
tors in Hobart Bosworth and George 
Sidney. Placed a handicap on the 
acts as well as the audience. 

Both actors have the same back- 
ground and draw on the same sit- 
uations for their talk. Luckily, both 
are veteran troupers and as such 
get over on their own. But only 
by overcoming the handicaps. 

Another error this week was to 
book the Stanley Twins for a re- 
peat at this house in about three 
months time without a change in 
act. Wearing the same costumes 
and doing the same routines. 

In order to separate the two per- 
sonal appearances, it was necessary 
to put Bosworth right after the 


Bosworth in 


Going 


George Sidney has his own type 
including a 


In addition to the Stanley Twins, 


Benavie pleased with a nice pit 
‘River Melodies.’ 


Picture ‘Divorce in the Family’ 





CHICAGO 


Chicago, Sept. 9. 
There were morbid opportunities, 


As for the stave show it is di- 
Everett 


gave him marching 


The audience 


Marshall does well in the pop 


He played 


His manner 


He has an odd falling- 
posture and a 
style. His 


Jimmy Savo of the soft singing 


into a_ bulls-eye. 


Another salient was Jackie Held 
(New Acts), who is eight years old 


He led the 
symphonic overture. 
Leonidoff was ably seconded by 


Francis Pallister this 
week. They put together eye-fill- 
ing production numbers, first a 
clown ballet, later a jewel tableau. 
Effective showmanship all the way. 
Four Golden Blondes started un- 
certainly but pounded away and 
ended with everybody’s good will, 
even though the applause did not 


swell into any tidal wave. Girls 
have been smartly equipped with 
modern comedy but are muffing 


more than a few of their chances. 
Perhaps the bigness of the hall had 
something to do with it. Anyhow 
they seemed like an act that had 


something and was going some- 
where but was still a long way from 
winning any sinecures in a highly 
competitive business. A little ex- 


pert stage direction on their ma- 
terial is needed. 

Noree, a contortionist, also par- 
ticipated in the presentation and 


PARAMOUNT, PARIS 


Paris, Sept. 1. 


September is the end of the va- 
cationing season here for the 
masses, which partly explains Para- 
mount being packed the opening 
day as it has not been for a long 
time. Also feature, ‘Cognasse,’ stars 
Tramel, a very popular comedian, 
and the stage play from which it is 
drawn had general appeal. 


After a newsreel showing clips 

selected from Paramount, Natan 
and Fox, and an animated cartoon, 
comes the stage show, titled ‘Old 
Operettas.’ The band is not in the 
pit, but on the stage with white 
coats in a setting of drapes with 
a painted balcony running all ‘round. 
General idea is to introduce num- 
bers selected from half a dozen 
popular old operettas. Some num- 
bers from ‘Veronique’ are sung by 
Andree Vayon and M. Sauvageot, 
both of the Opera Comique, the 
show being generally supported by 
various steps and poses of the line 
of the 25 Mangan Tillerettes. 
Show, as usual, is staged and 
lighted by Francis A. Mangan. The 
whole thing is exceedingly simple, 
with practically no sets except for 
one painted backdrop; but due to 
local love for favorite old numbers, 
and general neatness of the pres- 
entation, it gets a hand. 
This is followed by the feature, 
‘Cognasse,’ the last work of the 
late Louis Mercanton, and one of 
the most amusing productions 
turned out in France in a long 
while Mazi, 





ROXY 


New York, Sept. 9. 


Roxy is operating on a reduced 
budget and its stage display shows 
it plainly. On the other hand there 
is in evidence the shrewdest kind 
of showmanship in making the out- 
lay go as far as possible in produc- 
ing striking effects. 


This week the house cried for a 
strong layout to compensate for the 
weakness of the screen feature, 
‘The Crash’ (F.N.). Names for the 
stage show that would mean some- 
thing on the marquee were out of 
the question, this being no time for 
the Roxy to go into competitive 
bidding for personalities against 
the Capitol and the Paramount. 
So they did the next best thing 
in buying a couple of celluloid items 
that were susceptible to billing, 
items being a Mickey Mouse short 
and a Laurel and Hardy two-reeler, 
couple of promising laugh features 
that help sell the show. 

That left the stage to be attended 
to and Frank Cambria did hand- 
somely by a trying assignment. The 
trick was to give a strong play to 
the Roxyettes and bolster up an 
otherwise thin group of people with 
a neat splash of pictorial staging. 
If you know the trick it’s possible 
to make a little money deliver a 
lot of stage picture and this the 
stager accomplished. 

Scenic feature is a first rate bit 
of trick lighting for a posed panel 
representing a colorful group of 
Spanish atmosvhere framed in a 
massive gold frame as though an 
art gallery exhibit. At first the 
lighting gives it a flat tone as 
though all but the forward figures 
were painted canvas, while chang- 
ing lights gradually give it depth 
and reveal the figures as real peo- 
ple. Change in character takes 
place bit by bit to the accompani- 
ment of the Roxy choral group as 
spots pick out soloists in the group- 
ing. Reverse process marks the 
end of the effect, with the people 
again fading back to similitude of 
painted canvas, 

Baritone solo by Titto Coral is 
backed up by a bright line number: 
there is a brisk Royette routine and 
a vigorous drill by the ballet, with 
a dance tango-adagio by Florence 
and Alvarez, latter a highlight. 
Rome and Gaut were billed, but 
were out for this early evening 
performance, while a four-girl acro- 
batic and tumbling troupe appar- 
ently substituted. Rome und Gaut, 
comedy grotesques, would have 
been sadly out of place, but the 
circus-like girl quartet .was not 
much more appropriate in a Span- 
ish ensemble, though their tumbling 
is quite remarkable. Costuming 
more in line with the surroundings 
than full tights might have helped. 
Opening display is a novelty line- 
girl number. At the rise of the 
curtain the floor of the full stage is 
carpeted with the prone girls 
dressed in rag-doll clothes, one leg 
and one arm fluttering with multi- 
colored ruffles and other leg and 
arm bare. lLying-down leg and 
arm drills make odd effects, while 
the precision legmania for the fin- 
ish is not less interesting. 

Others in the program are a so- 
prano, apparently Mata Cora, a 
principal dancer vaguely identified 
on the program as Margo, and 
Miriam Lax. Soprano got a bad 
break in a solo number done on a 
cold stage and with no production 
background following the overture, 
which was heavy enough in itself 
without weighing it down with the 
singer’s coloratura aria. Overture 
by the way was from the opera 
Tl Guarany,’ which is devoid of 
popular quality, though the music 
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NEWSREELS 








TRANSLUX 


Luxer is packing them in on Sat- 
urday. All the mats last Sat. were 
SRO, with center aisle cluttered 
halfway to screen. 

And there's a reason. Although 
in scoops it is behind the Em- 


bassy, it is taking the Embassy's 
place for color and human interest. 
Strangely, the staid qualities which 
were conspicuous in Luxer policy 
and audience have moved over to 
the Embassy. And a lot of people, 
if empty chairs which used to be 
filled mean anything, have moved 
with the policy over to the Luxer. 


Pathe isn’t going in for those 
blah-blah interviews just because 
the subject has a rep. He or she 
has got to say something at the 
Luxer or the clip doesn’t show. An 
Illinois representative, for instance, 
definitely promises beer at a nickle 
next March. Down in a Massa- 
chusetts gutter a street cleaner is 
interviewed about fighting to retain 
his job and at the same time as- 
piring for a chair in the Assembly. 
In the same New England a 101- 
year-old lady just doesn’t prattle. 
She says something that gets seri- 
ous attention one moment and 
laughs in the next. 


Oddities like those picked up by 
Universal such as the duck who 
hatched her eggs in a tree and girls 
with wooden bathing suits up in 
Oregon are valuable to lighten and 
brighten a program. 

Overplaying the heavy stuff is 
worse to a newsreel audience than 
reading testimony to-a jury. The 
Embassy knew this and forgot 
about it. The Luxer is just taking 
hold. That's the answer. 


In the Don-Wood race Pathe did 
what Fox usually does and got a 
better picture. It followed the 
boats with a plane. 


Another subject that any of the 
reels could have picked up, and 
which got applause in the. Luxer, 
was the ink lab run by two Penn. 
boys. Dailies used columns on this 
subject when the youngsters came 
to New York to market their prod- 
uct. The address that one of the 
kids, not yet in his ’teens, delivered 
on the economic situation carried a 
greater kick than many by men of 
importance, 

Pathe is developing a bad habit 
that looks like an effort to sneak 
over an ad now and then. The one 
about the Ford car might have been 
excused, but when other makes, 
with emphatic sales talks and fre- 
quent allusion to the trademark, 
come along why—it looks like only 
one thing. 

Joe, the chimp, pulling lion cubs 
around by their tajls delighted the 
kids in the house. Incidentaly, 
those Sat. mats are getting to be 
regular family affairs. Luxer has 
got to. watch the quality of shorts 


EMBASSY 


While both houses covered the 
wreck of the ‘Observation,’ Fox- 
Hearst scooped on the angle of in- 
terviewing three of the survivors. 
Embassy also did something differ- 
ent in getting in a dead victim into 
the footage. This is shot from a 
distance and adds a graphie but 
not distasteful touch to the subject. 

Pathe allowed its camera to take 
in more at the waterfront. Inter- 
viewing a ferry captain, it trav- 
eled to the roof of the shed on the 
pier and to nearby tugs on which 
bodies of victims were disposed. 

While Mayor McKee seems gen- 
erally available to cameramen, F-H 
records @ scoop in getting him to 
speak on economic reform. This 
clip, incidentally, was the only one 
which a thin Sat. mat. audience 
applauded. 

For the first time Gene Tunney 
gives a confused impression on the 
screen in the latest interview. The 
ex-champ stammered, stuttered and 
did not seem at all certain why he 
is stumping for Roosevelt. Clip is 
very poor and should have been 
vetoed. 

Doolittle traveling at 295 miles an 
hour in the Clevelaid air pageant 
is of sufficient merit to record a 
scoop for F-H, since it was not at 
the Luxer. 

F-H stepped ahead as usual on 
foreign material. It was the only 
one to show Italy’s king and Mus- 
solini in conversation while review- 
ing troops, and it covered come 
pletely the christening of the Haps- 
burg infant. 

Address of Von Papen doesn’t 
mean much to Embassy audiences 
because it is in German. Para- 
mount’s idea of letting such speeches 
get barely under way when the rest 
is translated by the talking reporter 
is better, especially if the clip 
takes any footage. 

One of the best records of a col- 
ored baptism brought to the 
screen is that caught by F-H in 
Hampton Roads, Va. Many of ihe 
women exhibited are so hysterical 
after the dip that they get women 
audience sympathy. 

Other Embassy subjects include 
Columbia getting ready for football, 
Canadian swim marathon, Brook- 
line golf, Pike’s Peak auto race, 
Roosevelt at Bridgeport, Riviera ian 
contest, Labor Day in Washington, 
D. C.; a buried city near London, 
Richard Tauber singing in Berlin, 
tourists ascending Mt. Blanc, French 
inventions. Waly. 





—— 


it uses, although no complaints 
have been registered as yet. - 

Both theatres had the Wildwood 
national beaut contest, Schmeling- 
Walker, L. A. rodeo, Londos. 
Important from the athletic view- 
point was Pathe'’s interview with 
West Point’s commander and the 
announcement of the army-navy 
three-year pact. Waly. 





GRAUMAN’S CHINESE 


Hollywood, Sept. 9. 
Current prolog put on by Sid 
Grauman with ‘Rain’ is stupendous 
in atmospheric embellishment. Tal- 
ent is not expensive, still in includes 


four punch acts which, when re- 
routined, will give a well-blended 
and satisfactory stage entertain- 
ment. 

On opening night prolog ran 72 
minutes and caused Eddie Cantor, 


Grauman was ‘The Eugene O'Neill 
of the West.’ However, as two of 
the acts did not hit town until 24 
hours before the opening, Grauman 
need not plead guilty to the Cantor 


preliminary pruning, can be nipped 
here and there, and will easily come 
in under the tape in 45 to 50 min- 
utes.. It lends itself to the prunnig 
process, and value will not be im- 
paired. 

First section of show is presented 
in 'Frisco, Chinatown setting, open- 
ing with a New Year celebration 
and an authentic Chinese wedding 
ceremony. Paul Jue, Chinese hot 


ment portion under way with his 
Harlemesque terpsichorean move- 
ments, while Same Lohk, dubbed as 
the ‘McCormack of China,’ chants a 
couple of ballads. 

This paves the way for Long Tack 
Sam and his troupe. Sam has been 
touring the world and submits a 
radically different type of entertain- 
ment than he did before he parted 
from these shores. Has a troupe of 
10, including his two daughters, 
Mi-na and Nee-Sa, which submits 
a variety of fast action feats, in- 
cluding juggling, dancing, equilib- 
rium and gymnastics. He has 
pared the magic portion of his per- 
formance to the bone, and turned 
comedian. Is perfect m. c. for the 
act, is an apt showman and meas- 
ures his conversational quips in va- 
rious tongues, so that they come as 
high spots which are most effective. 
With first section of prolog running 








did as well as contortionists, now 





can't get enougk of him. He's on 


overpientiful, generally do. Land. 


loving Roxy crowd hailed it with 
acclaim, Rush, 


pared for seven to eight minutes,. 
and no values would be lost. 


Closing this section was LaFay- 
ette and Laverne, with a modernis- 
tic knockabout and toss around un- 
derworld dance, that had a windup 
of the man tossing the woman into 
a crowded chop sucy joint, with the 
cellophane window giving way 
easily and the audience awed and 
thrilled at the daring finish. 

Using the moving stage idea simi- 
la> to the one he employed with 
‘Geld Rush,’ in twenty seconds 


m. c. of the evening, to remark that |Grauman transformed the optical il- 


lusion to the exterior of the general 
store on Pago-Pago island. There 
the setting was typically atmos- 
pheric to the action of the picture, 
It had a colorful back and fore- 


indictment. Show going on without |ground, with the native Pollynesians 


providing entertainment on the eve 
of the rainy season. Types of the 
picture were assembled in the back- 
ground, while The Royal Samoans 
did their stuff. Then came a trio of 
native dance characterizations, by 
Leinaala, Lana and Avonne Gaylee, 
as a prelude to the ‘Tabu’ dance of 
Gomez and Winona. This duo, held 
ever from the ‘Interlude’ prolog, had 
a remarkable faterpretation of Pol- 


rhythm stepper, gets the entertain- |/ynesian dance rhythm, and present- 


ed the barbaric pantomime move- 
ments in exquisite, tasteful and en- 
tertaining style, which gave the 
final section its first punch value. 


To close was Eddie Gar, a newcomer 


l:ere, with his impersonations of no- 
table stage characters. They were 
a panic. The audience went daft at 
his portrayal of Jimmy Durante; he 
had it down to a ‘t’ and the stiff 
srirts fronts in the auditorium 
gulped every word and movement 
they saw with enthusiastic relish- 
ment. Closing, he gave his concep- 
tion of Jim Barton’s characteriza- 
tion of the drink moocher, which 
establishes him as a Hollywood fa- 
vorite. Looks as though the pic- 
ture gang will say ‘come on around, 
we want to make a test,’ and the 
boy may land, too. Finale, of course, 
had to be rain effects that wound 
up what will be a meritorious stage 
cffering, after the surgical process 
is completed. ‘King Neptune’ a 





42 minutes opening night, the 
Oriental turn ean be tightened and: 


Me 


(Continued on page 76) 
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Variety Bills 





NEXT WEEK (September 17) 
THIS WEEK (September 10) 


Numerals In connection with bills below Ind.cate opening day of 
show, whether full or split week 











RKO | 


NEW YORK CITY 
Palace (17) 








Bobby Pincus 
Landt 3 & White 


Mady Co Warings’ Orch 

Nan Halperin (10) 

Barry & Whitledge | Meyakos 

Dowling & Dooley Radio Rogues 

(One to fill) Tom Patricola Co 
(10) Mel Klee 

Gracie Schenk & B | Jack Dempsey 

Gold & Ray 103th St. (16) 

Pola Negri Marcus Rev 

Gus Van DALLAS 


Wills & Davis Keith’s (17) 


Russian Revels Harris 2 & Loretta 
Academy Weaver Bros 
ist half (17-20) DAYTON 
Joe Bell & Sister Keith’s (10) 
Ponatella Bros Co | Gillette & Richards 
«Three to fill) DENVER 


Keith’s (17) 
H'ward S'delle & B 
Jackson & Gardiner 
Blackstone 

(10) 
Dainty Ann Howe 


2a half (21-23) 
A & F Lake 
(Four to fill 
“2a half (14-16) 
Swan Lucille & C 
Jean Granese 








7 





TOM KENNEDY 
(VORKO) 
offers 


DING DONG DELL 


RKO Prospect (First half Sept. 17) 























- See 

Jack Usher €o = Ryan & Noblette 

Bobby Pincus White & Manning 

Neil Golden Co Leon Janney 
BROOKLYN Mr & Mrs Johnson 
Albee (17) GLEN FALLS 

Grace Schenk & B 2d half (8-10) 

Evans & Mayer Horton Spurr 


Sue Carol Frances White 
Nick Stuart Harrington & Frye 
(One to fill) Olsen & Bingham 


(10) KANSAS CITY 
Bredwins Keith’s (16) 
Grace Hayes Mr & Mrs Johnson 
Victor Oliver Daphne Pollard 
Larry Rich Rev (9) 
Jordan & Woods 


Pros t 
1st half. (17-20) Texas Guinan Co 


Model Bakers LITTLE ROCK 
Ding-Dong-Dell wi a (10) 
Jarvis & Harrison eaver Bros 
Morton & Russella LOUISVILLE 
Bert Nagle Co Rialto (17) 
2a half (21-23) Vanderbilt Boys 
6 Gordonians Fred. Sanborn 
Belle Haine Co (Uthers to fill) 
Revay & Harrison LYNBROOK 
2d half (14-16) Keith’s (16-18) 
Mady Co Alexander Sis 
Roy Lee & Dunn Bessie Remple Co 
Alice Frohman MINNEAPOLIS 
Bill Telaak Orpheum (17) 


Lake Harris & H 
Paddy Cliff Orch 
Palace Harlan & St John 
ist half (17-20) Hilton Siamese 2 
Welch & Hili St Clair Sis & O’D 
Louise Groody Co (10) 
Radio Rogues Joan Jerry & B 
Tom Patricola Co Sheldon & Frayne 
(One to fill) Neville Fleeson Co 
2d half (21-23) Britt Wood 
Bood & Bood Beehee & Rubyatte 
Cele Bros NASHVILLE 
B.& R Goman Princess (16) 
(Two to fill) Bertalino 
2a half (14-16) Lou Cameron Co 
N TG Rev Cliff Wayne Rev 
Fors'the S’m’n & F| (Others to fill) 
Eddie Nelson NEW ORLEANS 


Bernard Granville 
ALBANY 


BOSTON Keith's (17) 
Boston (17) Frankenbergs 
Alice Frohman Sibylla Bowan 


Wally Sharples Co 

Joe E Howard Co 

Joe Browning 
(10) 

8 French Misses 

Vanderbilt Roys 


Davis & Newton 
Mae Usher 
Steel Sis Co 


(10) 
Phyllis Rae & H 2 
Will J Ward 


Regay & Hamilton | Raymond Wilbert 
Welsh & Hill Chaz Chase 
Rimac’s Orch Pickard’s Co 
Keith’s (17) OMAHA 
Dawn Sis & C Keith’s (17) 
Radio Rubes Dainty Ann Howe 
Eddie Nelson Ryan & Noblette 
R W Kahn Orch White & Manning 


(Two to fill) Ola TAlith 





(10) Barney Rapp Or 
Olsen & Johnson R (16) 
CHICAGO Jimmy Burchill Co 
Palace (17) Neal Sis 
Meyakos Rath. Bros 
Mildred H Chaplin | Johnny Perkins 
Mel Klee Hilton Siamese 2 
Texas Guinan Co PROVIDENCE 
F (10) Keith’s (17) 
Ann Pritchard Co | Kam Tai 3 
Landt 3 & White | Harrison & Elmo 
Ted Healy Chas King 





JACK POWELL’S 


Remarkable Khythm 
forces audience to 


‘TAPPIN’ TIME’ 


to the Tempo “Jackie” sete 
Via LEDDY & SMITH 




















Stevens Bros & 8S “Wills & Davis 


Ingenues Horlick Dancers 
State Lake (17) (10) 

Murand & Girton Joe Bell & Sis 

Britt Wood Honan & Arden 


Roy Sedley Co 
Rudy Vallee 
ROCHESTER 
Keith’s (17) 
Marcus Rev 
(10) 
Lya & Wolf 
Boyce & Marsh 
Warings’ Co 


Leon Janney 

Seiler & Wills 

Hill & Hoffman 

Princess Wahletka 

Ray Shannon Co 
(10) 

Perry 2 & T 

Cole Bros 

Joe Kelso Co 


Baby Rose Marie ST. LOUIS 

Paddy Cliff Orch Keith’s (17) 

Horlan & St John Rio Rita 

Large & Morgner TORONTO 
CINCINNATI Hippodrome (17) 


Albee (17) Lya & Wolf 
Ethel Waters | Mickey McGuire 
‘Rhapsody in BI’ck’ | F’rsythe S'm'n & F 
(10) Vanessi Co 
Rio Rita Rosetta Duncan 
CLEVELAND (10) 


B & R Goman 
Walter Dare Wah!l 
| Smith & Puck 


FA poe (17) 
ippete 
Golden Tisaaés 








George Beatty 
Great Huber 
TRENTON 
Capitol 
Ist half (17-20) 
Regay & Hamilton 
Victor Oliver 
Rimac’s Orch 
2a half (21-23) 
Maxine & Bobby 





Tom Patricola 

2d half (14-16) 
Bood & Bood 
Allen Roger Co 
Geo Broadhurst Co 
Raynor Lehr Co 
Bert 


Kelith’s (17) 
Burrough & Berke 








Loew | 


=“ 





NEW YORK CITY 
Capitel (15) 
Benny Davis Co 
(Others to fill) 
Boulevard 
Ist half (17-19) 
Mme Pompadour 
Jack Janis Co 
Chas Kemper Co 
Robbins Fam 
(One to fill) 
2nd half (20-22) 
Swanee & Daly 
Nick Verga Co 
Gaudschmidt Bros 
Phyllis Rae & H 2 
(One to. filly 
Orpheum 
Ist half (17-20) 
Monroe & Grant 
Pickens Sis 
Zelaya 
Jack Randsal!l Co 
2nd half (21-23) 
Great Johnson 
Jack Janis Co 
Chas Kemper Co 
Chas Ahearn Co 
(One to fill) 
Paradise (16) 
Jack Benny 
Ethel Shutta 
Lilyan Tashman 
Sophie Tucker 
Geo Olsen Orch 
State (16) 
Van Cello & M 
Caites Bros 
White & Agnew 
Leon Errol 
Singing Sam 
B Meroff Orch 
BROOKLYN 
Gates Ave 
ist half (17-19) 
Macy & Smalle 
Primrose Semon & D 
Robey Gold 
Chas Ahern Co 
(One to fill) 
2nd half (20-22) 
Case Bros. & M 
Will J Ward 
Eddie Leonard 
Faber & Ford 
Robbins Fam 
Metropolitan (16) 
Paul Nolan Co 
Zingoni 





June Carr 
Mills Kirk & M 
Russ Colombo Orch 


Valencia (16) 
Winnie & Dolly 
Cookie Bowers 
Harriett Lee Co 
Harry Savoy 
Buddy Rogers Orch 


ASTORIA 


Triboro 
Ist half (16-19) 
Fid Gordon 
Eddie Leonard 
Faher & Ford 
Dave Jones Co 
(One to fill) 
2nd half (20-22) 
Sig Franz 2 
Primrose Semon & D 
Picken Sis 
Zelaya 
Jack Randall Co 
BALTIMORE 
Century (17) 
Crystal 3 
Nice, Florio & L 
Jack Mulhall 
Rae Samuels 
B Minnevich Orch 
BOSTON 
Keith’s (17) 
Armand & Perez 
Brems, Fritz & M B 
Frances Williams 
Pennington & Judels 
Alex Hyde Co 
JERSEY CITY 
Loew’s (17) 
Lester & Irving 3 
Ruth Ford 
Valentine Voa 
Roscoe Arbuckle 
Isham Jones Orch 
MONTREAL 
Loew’s (17) 
Duponts 
Croel & Allen 
Jean LaCosta Co 
Leo Gellis 
Rita Royce Co 
WASHINGTON 
Palace (17) 
4 Casting Stars 
Belle Blanche 
Edmond Lowe 
Billy Glason 
Billy Wells & 4 F 





WARNER - 





ELIZABETH 
Rit: 


z 
1st half (17-20) 
Venita Gould 
Ray Hughes & P 
(Two to fill) 
2d half (21-23) 
Whitey Roberts 
Ben Marks Co 
Peaches Browning 
(One to fill) 
ist half (10-13) 
4 Vespers 
Ruth Sherry 
Smith & Smith 
Chas Masters Co 
2a half (14-16) 
Tracey & Hay 
Dalton & Craig 
Chas Ahearn Co 
PHILADELPHIA 
Earle (16) 
5 Salties 
Billy House Co 


Adelaiue Hall 
Hilton & Garron 
Bob Hall 
(9) 
Eno Tr 
Fred Keating 
Wiest & Stenton 
Leary & Craven 
Alex Morrison 
Lee Morse 
Buster West Co 
Dave Harris Co 
WASHINGTON 
Earle (16) 
Wallace Sis 
Medley & Dupree 
Welcome Lewis 
Whisper’g J Smith 


(9) 
Audrey Wyckoff 
Adelaide Hall 
Fortunello & Cirill 





Billy House Co 





Fanchon & Marco 





BROOKLYN 
Fox (17) 

‘Tahiti’ I 
Reri 
Bernardo de Pace 
Celine Lescar 
King Bros, & C 
Park & Clifford 
Gus Elmore 
Llovd Rohert Miller 
Sunkist Ens 


BRIDGEPORT 
Poli Palace (17) 
‘Edwards School D’ 
Milton Douglas 

O'Connor 2 


BOSTON 
Metropolitan (17) 
H Richman Show 
BUFFALO 
Buffalo (17) 
‘Havpiness Show’ 
Eddie Peabody 
Jessie Draper 
Jack & Jerry 
Joy Boys 
Mary & Marre 
Martha Vaughn 
Tom & Hank 
CHICAGO 
Chicago (17) 
‘Movie Circus’ 
Monte Blue 
Monroe Bros 
Realtor 
Paco Moreno 
‘Chick’ Kennedy 
Freethy Ens 
Oriental (17) 
‘Ubangi’ 
Gilda Gray 
Roy Cummings 
Fields & Rell 
3 Crosby Bros. 
Sunkist Ens 
Britton Bd 
Tivoli (17) 
Duke Ellington Bd 
Uptown (17) 
Radio Stars 
Eddie Bruce 
4 Albee Sis 
Bill Aronson 
TLeota Lane 
Kay Fayre 





Tony Pagliaccl 
John Tio 
Peggy Warde 
CINCINNATI 
Albee (17) 
Rhapsody Black 8S 
CLEVELAND 
105th Street (17) 
‘Mystery’ I 
Michon Bros 
Du Val 
Wynn Wayne 
Sunkist Ens 
DES MOINES 
Paramount (17) 
Neville Fleeson Co 
Beehee & Rubyatte 
oOIT 


DE 
Michigan (17) 
‘Jutilee Show’ 
Ted Lewis 
Dixie 4 
‘Snowball’ Whittier 
High Hat Beauties 
Esther Pressman 
Elsie McLeod 
Doris Deane 
Baby Jane 
Mildred Gaye 
High Hat Bd 
HARTFORD 
Capitol (17) 
‘Night Club’ I 
Jack Holland 
June Knight 
F & J Hubert 
Wilton Crawley 
Rudy Kaye 
Petch & Deauville 
Janice Walker 
Sunkist Ens 
LOS ANGELES 
Loew's State (16) 
‘Desperate Sam’ 
KANSAS CITY 
Main Street (17) 
‘Bombay’ I 
Flo Lewis 
O'Connor Family 
Gaylene Sis 
Pasquali Bros 
Sunkist Ens 
MADISON 
Orpheum (17) 
‘Birthday Party’ 
Sylvia Clark 


Lassiter Bros 
Morgan & Stone 
Bobby Kuhn 
Syivia Sharp 
Sunkist Ens 
MILWAUKEE 
Wisconsin (17) 
‘Degert Song’ 
Perry Askam 
Tanzi 
Earl Askam 
Nennette Vallon 
John Merkyl 
Chas Boyle 
Betty Wille 
John Wagner 
NEW HAVEN 
Paramount (17) 
‘Girl Trouble’ I 
Chester Fredericks 
Art Franks 
NEW ORLEANS 
State (17) 
‘Chicago Fairest’ 
Bayes & Speck 
Nadine 
Russian Canines 
Beth Lewis 
Carylye Bennett 
Lucille & La Verne 
“‘hicago Fairest 
OAKLAND 
Oakland (16) 
‘On the Riviera’ 
Conchita Mon'negro 
Red Donahue & U 
Edwin George 
Lottie Mayer 
Louise Glenn 
Agnes Knox 
Sunkist Ens 
PHILADELPHIA 
Fox (17) 
‘Hello Parree’ 
Ghezzi Bros 
Lynn Cowan Co 
Ramon & Virginia 
J Roshier & Shags 


Jr 


Topsy McMann 
Myrtle Lyman 
Torney Ens 
SEATTLE 
Sth Ave. (16) 
‘Follow Thrw’ 
Joe Penner 
Olive Olsen 
Eddie Tamblyn 
Mac Harris 
Helen Wright 
Bill Halligan 
Franklyn Farnum 
Jerry Ross 
Dee Loretta 
Madeline Sheffield 
Alita Duncan 
Earl Maestro 
SPRINGFIELD 
Poli Palace (17) 
‘Discoveries’ 
Trixie Friganza 
Moro & Yaconelli 
Stadler, Rose 3 
Ina Ray 
Victor Criffin 
Paul Howard 
Bunny Bronson 
Mark Pepper 
Keene 2 
Ken Syner 
ST. LOUIS 
Fox (17) 
‘Bughouse’ 
Charlie Foy 
Maxine lewis 
Olga & Mishka 
Balalaika 6 
Flaschette 
Tudy 
Virginia Peck 
La Verne 
TORONTO 
Imperial (17) 
‘Mickey & M Mouse’ 
Arnaut Bros 
Buster Shaver 
Olive & George 





Sunkist Ens 


Monty & Carmo 








CHARLIE 





PLACED 


THIS WEEK 


MILTON DOUGLAS 
EDNA SEDGEWICK 
For FANCHON 
By LEDDY & SMITH 


MEYERS 


& MARCO 














PORTLAND 


Paramount (15) 
‘Town and Country’ 
Brox Sis 
Niles 
Novak & Fay 
Mildred Perlee 
B & D Lewis 
Sunkist Ens 


SAN FRANCISCO 
Fox (16) 


‘Hearts of B’way’ 
Vera Gordon 
Sidney Page 

4 Juggiing Normans 
Max Lerner 

Nadje Gordon 
Peggy Earle 


Toots Novelle 
Minnie Mouse Ens 
VANCOUVER 
Orpheum (16) 

‘Star Gazing’ 
Wally Vernon 
Athenas 
Wallin & Barnes 
Muriel Gardner 
Collenette Ens 
WORCESTER 
Poli Palace (17) 
‘Big Top’ I 
Jack Sidney 
A Neison Elephants 
H Harrison's Cir 
G Victoria Girls 
Cooper & Clifton 





Karoly & Swanson 





LONDON 





Victoria Palace 
Bower & Rutherf’d 
Max Miller 
Derek Oldham 
Regal & Ptnr 
Kirks 
Buckleys 
Geraldine & Joe 
Eric Mabon 
Andre 3 
Morris & Ryan 
FINSBURY PARK 

Astoria 
‘Chu Chin Show’ 
Hughes Macklin 
Graham Crawford 
Co as booked 

Empire 
Lacille Benstead 


Week of Sept. 12 


’Stewrt’s M’ba Bd 
Billy Kay 
Donald McKay 
Mariajonos 
Billie Reeves 
Gordon Ray Girls 
Leslie Pearce 
Renaldo Singers 
Morris & Connor 
OLD KENT ROAD 
Astoria 
Anita Lowe 
Freddie Fox 
Co as booked 


STREATHAM 





Astoria 
Will Hay 
Mito 3 





PROVI 





NCIAL 





BIRMINGHAM 
Empire 
Ramon & Nada 
Lowdini 
Neil & Doon 
Houston Sis 
Fred Sylvestre 
Howard & King 
Ethel Hook 
Naitto Tr 
CARDIFF 
Capitol 
Grade & Roth 
DUBLIN 
Capitol 
Roma & Romane 
Coleman & D'Arcy 
Daimler & Eadie 
GLASGOW 
Alhambra 
Harry Lauder 
Georges Campo 
Katrina & Valerie 
KMBC#4 
Glissons 
Yan Dock 


p 
Kitchen Pirates 
‘Meanest Man on B’ 
Silvas 


Week of Sept. 12 


Dan Frazer 
My Sisters & I 
Dixon & Pal 
Collis Bd 
LEEDS 
Empire 
Anna Rogers 
Murray & Mooney 
3 Fratellinis 
Hutch 
Brick’s Lion 
Belfont & Toko 
Byron & Byron 
Harum Scarum Co 
LIVERPOOL 
Empire 
Esther Ralston 
Louis Armstrong 
Leslie Weston 
Carr Lynn 
Allen & LeVoie 
Micket & Arnova 
Hintoni Bros 
Bostons 
NEWCASTLE 
Paramount 
Dave Apollon Co 
SOUTHAMPTON 
Empire 
Fred Lindsay Co 





Johnny Jones 


Strobl 








OFFICIAL DENTIST TO THE N. V. A. 
DR. JULIAN SIEGEL 
1560 Broadway 
This Wk« Paul Draper—Arthur Charmion 











Cabaret Bills 





Central P’k Casino 


Veloz & Yolanda 
Eddie Duchin Or 


Club Calais 
Jean Malin 
Lew Garcia Orch 


Francis Dunn 
Arthur Budd 
Colleen Adams 
Enters & Borgia 


Connie’s Inna 
Baron Lee Orch 
J’zziips Richardson 


3 Little Words 
Alice Joyce 








Cora Green 
Baby Coz 


NEW YORK CITY 


Glennie Cheesman 
Paul Meeres 

Lois Deppe 
Willie Jackson 
Bon Bon Buddies 





Picture Theatres i: 


BROOKLYN 
Paramount (9) 
Georgie Price 
Eddy Duchin 
Mills Bros 
Stoopnagle & B 
Sylvia Froos 
‘Okay America’ 
BUFFALO 


4 





NEW YORK CITY 
Paramount (9) 
Vill Mahoney 
Mildred Bailey 
tosita Moreno 
Jonald Novis 


‘ubinoff 
Okay America’ Buffalo (9) 
Ro 9 Norma Talmadge 
xy (9) George Jcssel 
Miesta’ ‘Down to Earth’ 
lata Cora DETROIT 
Mirian Lax Fisher (9) 


ito Coral 

‘lorence & Alveres 
tome & Gaut 
andango 

Che Crash’ 


George Sidney 
Hobart Bosworth 
Stanley 2 

Aliene Fourier 
‘Divorce Family’ 





tarron Judeth Frankie Freda Or 
aith Bacon 
\ndre 4 Riviera 
! Climax’s Harry Fox 
vrheo Thane Dorothy Dell 
ohn Walsh Lita Lope 
Hlunter Isle Inn vee vores 
teo Owen Orch Jane o> wes. 
uddy Kennedy Fileen Clewley 
: , - Helen Sheldon 
‘err R’usseaus & K ldred & Maurice 
iidith Griffith Mildred a 
centucky 2 Russian Arts 
Joe Morantz Orch 
Nut Club Renee & Laura 
+ Eton Boys Nickolas Hadarick 


Nutsy Fagan Rarra Birs 


Vie Dunne Misha Usanofft 
Joan Sennett 

Walsh Bros Taft Grill 
Billie Lane Geo Hall Orch 


La Belle Rose 

3 Crane Sis 

3 Taylor Sis 
Casper & Lake 
Bobbie Tremaine 
Cook Sis 

la Belle Rose 
Enoch Light Orch 


Paramount Grill 
Beth Challis 
H'ly’w Collegians 
Melba Mason 
Oscar Grogan 
Julie Jenner 

Pavillion Royal 
Guy Lombardo Orch 


Rainbow Ina 
Chris Pender 
Selma King 
Rudolph & Chicita 
Al Goldman 
Honey Maye 


Village Barn 
Reilly & Comfort 
Pope & Thompson 
Bernice Short 
Eimer Turner 
Jimmy Baskette 
Bobby Sawyer 
Norman Astwood 
4 Blazes 
Alma Smith 
Crockett M’tneers 
Ted Faith & Kris 
Emily Day 
Babs Perkins 
Sh’riff J’sh Meddere 
B'shf'l H’k Warren 
Teddy Black Orch 
Woodmansten Inn 
Will Osborne Orch 
Ronald Brooks 
Bobbie Moss 
Enters & Borgia 
Mardie Romm 


CHICAGO 


College Inn Parker Gibbs 
Paige Sis Elmo Tanner 
Guylas & Reeta Weston Vaughn 
Bobby Meeker Or Ted Weems Orch 
Edgewater Beach The Dells 


Hotel Dennis White Co 
Irene Stanley Bernard & Henry 
Stanley Jacobson Gracie Barry 
Dusty Rhodes Maurice & Edith 
Emil DeSolvi Gus Arnheim 


Harlan Hassburg Vanity Fair 
Marshall Sosson Jack Russel 
Chas Agnew Orch Earl Rickard 
Lincoln Tavern 3 Blue Flashes 
Andrea Marsh Ercelle Sis 


MacLean Sis 


‘Red’ Ingle 
Mary Duntley 


Country Washburn 


NEWARK 


(Continued from page 10) 
The raising prices idea 








opening. 
has died. 
Estimates for This Week 

Branford (WB) (2,966; 15-20-25- 
30-40-55-65)—‘Blessed Event’ (WB). 
From big opening and good word 
cf mouth ought to come near a 
fine $10,000. Last week Bennett in 
‘Two Against the World’ (WB) n. 
s. g. at $7,900. 

Capitol (WB) (1,200; 15-25-35)— 
‘Tom Brown of Culver’ (U), and 
‘Washington Masquerade’ (M-G). 
Should beat $5,000. Lionel Barry- 
more a draw here, Last week 


‘Crooner’ (WB) and ‘Dr. X’ (FN) 
great at $5,600. 
Little (Cinema) (299; 50)—‘Ras- 


putin’ (Ufa). Will hold over if pos- 
sible. Heavily advertised and should 
get a nice $1,600. Last week Diet- 
rich in ‘I Kiss Your Hand, Madame’ 
(Superfilm) passed out with $800. 

Loew’s State (2,780; 15-20-25-30- 
40-55-65)—‘White Zombie’ (UA). 
Will do mildly with $7,000 on six 
days. Last week ‘Last Mile’ (WW) 
okay with over $9,000. 

Newark (Adams-Par) (2,248; 15- 
20-25-30-40-55-66)—“Love Me To- 
night’ (Par). Word of mouth hurt- 
ing but Chevalier’s rep will pull him 
through with a fine $10,500. Last 
week ‘70,000 Witnesses’ (Par) not 
kad at $8,600. 

Proctor’s (RKO) (2,300; 15-20-25- 
30-40-55-65)—Night Club Lady’ 
(Col). Opened weak and doesn’t 
look strong with $7,500. Marquee 
still completely blocked on one side 
by the Capitol. Last week ‘Back 
Street’ (U) splendid with over $12,- 
000. 


EVERYTHING NOW OPEN 
IN S. F.; BEAUCOUP H. 0. 


San Francisco, Sept. 12. 
Year’s hottest weather is doing 








p. m. matinees were hitting it off 
in swell fashion. 

The fems are flocking to the Fox, 
where Bing Crosby is crooning in 
person. It’s an all round show for 
the women, with Jackie Cooper 
screening in ‘Divorce in the Family, 
and biz headed for a possible $38,- 


000, biggest in months. 

‘Back Street’ hit such a healthy 
$18,000 at Golden Gate last week 
that RKO prematurely reopened 


the Orph for a week of that picture 
House on straight pix diet for two 
weeks prior to a Sept. 30 inaugura- 
tion of presentations. 
‘Street's’ second week brings tota!’ 
of local holdovers to three, mor 
than there has been in some time. 
Chevalier’s ‘Love Me Tonight’ is in 
for a third stanza at the Paramour’ 
while ‘Blessed Event’ is deucing i 
at Warners. 
Warfield and Golden Gate hur 
ming merrily, former with ‘Blondie 
of Follies’ and plenty publicity, /> 
ter with Wheeler-Woolsey in ‘Holc 
'Em Jail’ and Josephiné Dunne on 
stage. 
Sam Harris’ President opens 
Thursday with first run pix and 
stage shows, Tivoli planning vaud: 
and pix, and United Artists due to 
reopen about Sept. 22, bringing to 
life entire ’Frisco field. 
Estimates for This Week 

Fox (5,000; 50-70)—Divorce in the 
Family’ (M-G) and Bing Crosby on 
stage. Crooner drawing business, 
especially fems, and possible $38,000 


ans 


will top records of past several 
months. Last week’s ‘70,000 Wit- 
nesses’ (Par) and tab version of 


‘Trene’ got fair $29,000. 

Golden Gate (RKO) (2,844: 30-40- 
65)—‘Hold ’Em Jail’ (Radio) an” 
stage show with Josephine Dunne 
Gross of $13,000, very good. Las 
week extremely heavy with $18,0¢ 
on ‘Back Street’ (U) and film movead 
to the Orph. 

Orpheum (RKO) (2,900; 30-40-50) 
—Back Street’ (U) (2d week). 
Moved down from Golden Gate 
film doing quite well at $7,000 in 
reopened house. - 

Paramount (Fox) (2,700; 55-65)— 
‘Love Me Tonight’ (Par) (3d-last 
week). Forced into trey week while 
waiting for ‘Blonde Venus’ (Par). 
Fairish at $9,000, while second stan- 
za got $11,500. 

Warfield (Fox) (2,672; 55-65)— 
‘Blondie of Follies’ (M-G) and stage 
show. Take looks like big $19,000. 
‘Congorilla’ (Fox) okay $17,500 last 
week, but disappointing. 

Warners (1,365; 55-65)—‘Blessed 
Event’ (WB) (2d week). Okay $7,- 
500. First seven days pulled good 
$11,000. 


COLUMBUS CHEERING; 
CHEVALIER’S $11,00° 


Columbus, Sept, 12. 

For the third consecutive week 
town is piling up grosses which are 
guaranteed to make all burst into 
cheers. It’s good to see standees a: 
all major houses again. 

Last week, with biz plenty heavy, 
the Palace bumped its scale five 
cents all around. This week Loew’s 
Ohio and Neth’s Grand did the 
same and Loew’s Broad stepped 
back into the elite class by bump- 
ing from 25 to 40c. And the crowds 
keep coming nevertheless. 

Ohio with ‘Blondie of Follies’ 
and the Broad with Chevalier’s lat- 
est, will top the town. ‘A Successful 
Calamity’ at the Grand is also get- 
ting plenty due to Arliss’ popularity. 

For the second week in a row the 
Palace feature has been shifted to 
the Majestic for a second downtown 
run. This time it’s ‘Back Street,’ 
last week it was ‘Bird of Paradise. 





3oth proved good judgment by 
RKO. 

Estimates for This Week 
Palace (RKO) (3,074; 25-40)— 


‘Devil and Deep’ (Par) and fashion 
revue on stage. $7,500, maybe better: 
Last week ‘Back Street’ (U) mighty 
nice $10,000. 

Ohio (Loew-UA) (3,000; 25-40)— 
‘Blondie of the Follies’ (M-G). Do- 
ing well enough with strong compe- 
tition and will get $9,000 easily. Last 
week ‘Divorce in the Family’ (M-G) 
not so forte at close and took fair 
$7.600. 

Broad (Loew-UA) (2,500; 25-40)— 
‘Love Me Tonight’ (Par). Good bet 
to smash late record set by ‘Zombie’ 
with at least $11,000 assured. Last 
week ‘Passport to Hell’ (Fox) nice 
enough at $7,100. 

Grand (Neth) (1,100; 25-40)— 
‘Successful Calamity’ (WB). Should 
get extra heavy $8,500 at least. Last 
week ‘Doctor X’ (FN) nice enough 





Cotton Clab 
Aida Ward 
Henri Wessel 
Swan & Lee 
Anise Boyer 
Roy Atkine 


Peaches & Duke 
Brown & McGraw 


Nicholas Bros 
Leitha Hill 


Don Redman Orch 


H'llyw’a Restaur'’t | little 
Tommy Tucker Or | drove 


| little good to the picture houses. 
| Thermometer has been hovering 
}around the 90’s, which is plenty heat 
iin this town. 

Houses got an unexpected break | 
on Friday, which was Admission | 
| Day, legal holiday in California. | 
Natives sons staged a three-hour | 
parade on Market street, breaking it } 








jabout 2 p. m. Managers expected | 
business, but intense heat 
mobs into houses, and by 1 


| Interlude’ in 


at $6,300. 

Majestic (RKO) (1,100; 15-25)— 
‘Back Street’ (U). Held over after 
week at Palace on way to nice 
enough $2,500. Last week ‘Bird of 
Paradise’ (RKO), also a holdover, 


did big $3,700 with strong play on 
Hawaiians appearing as lobby ad. 


‘Interlude’s’ $1.50 Try 


road show ‘Strange 
some of the keys. If 
idea will be extended. 
waiting until cooler 
fore arranging bookings 


Metro will 


getting over 
Company is 
weather b 


jand dates, 
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Marie Wells, professional, known 
off stage as Mary Bothwell, noticed 
Samuel Reuben, radio engineer, reg- 
ister at the Cadillac last July. She 
telephoned Laurette F. Moss, who 
is Mrs. Reuben when she is not a 
play broker, came around with 
James DeGiovanni, an orchestra 
leader, and the trio paid a call on 
Reuben. Last week Justice Bleak- 
ley granted her a divorce when 
Reuben admitted the truth of her 
statements, 





Pians made for a $2,500,000 brew- 
ery in N. Y. if and when. Would 
turn out 250,000 barrels a year and 
employ 300 persons on a $70,000 
payroll, 





Georgia Ellis, professional, went 
to court last week to demand that 
the Essex House give up her cloth- 
ing and radio set. Albert Auwater 
told that the effects were held to 
assure payment for a damaged car- 
pet. Her dog chewed a rug, it is 
claimed, 





Asbury Park in the red for 1931 
baby parade and the auditorium. 
Deficit is $1,063,686. 





‘Madchen in Uniform’ will not 
open at the Criterion until Sept. 19. 
Waiting for a new master print 
from Berlin. 





John M. Stahl in town to consult 
with the author on ‘Only Yesterday.’ 
May make some scenes in N, Y. 
and Washington. 





Down in Brazil Lily Pons scoffs 
at the idea of getting a divorce, but 
her husband, Auguste Mesritz, re- 
tired lawyer and publisher, admits 
‘a little domestic difficulty, ’ 





Peggy Fears’ ‘Nona’ 1s spotted for 
the Avon Sept. 26. 





Hunter Kimbrough, brother-in- 
law of Upton Sinclair and business 
manager of the company Sinclair 
formed to finance Eisenstein’s Mexi- 


can-made picture, arrested last 
week on a_é disorderly conduct 
charge. Held up a Lackawanna 


ferryboat for 10 minutes arguing 
about the rescue of his hat which 
had blown off. 





Word received from Italy that 
Volpi, formerly of the Metropolitan, 
has squared his differences with the 
Facists and will sing at La Scala, 
Milan. 





Supreme court justice signs an 
order for the sale of the Globe the- 
atre in the mortgage-foreclosure 
suit brought by the Spear Securi- 
ties Corp. on a second mortgage. 
Mortgage is subject to a prior lien 
for $1,100,000, 





Percy Grainger now professor of 
music at N. Y. U. 





Jean Lowell, who writes sea 
stories, got better acquainted with 




















































against the City of New York for 
curtailing the flow of the Croton 
river which damages her property. 
Justice in White Plains reserves 
decision but intimates appointment 
of a commission to determine dam- 
ages and adds he cannot conceive 
that stoppage of water does not 
damage property below the point 
of flow. 





RKO announces purchase of ‘The 
Monkey's Paw,’ mystery story by 
W. W. Jacobs, British author, 





Coney Island’s Mardi Gras has 
opened. Prrade ties into the Wash- 
ington Bicentennial. Originated 30 
years ago to extend what had been 
a disastrous season. 





Daniel Frohman may produce a 
French farce this season. No de- 
tails available. 





Elizabeth Risdom and Lee Baker 
will open in Newark Oct. 17 in 
‘Strange Interlude.’ After a week 
in Brooklyn company will head for 
the Coast, 





‘Singanore’ spotted at Jackson 
Heights Oct. 3 for tryout. Due on 
B’way about two weeks later. 





Philip Barry has written the 
book of a musical show, ‘The Wild 
Harps Playing.’ In consultation 
with several composers for score. 
May produce this season, possibly 
on his own. 





Billy Rose has switched from his 
revue to ‘The Great Magoo’ as_his 
first venture. Can’t get the people 
he wants for the musical. 





Now seems probable that George 
M. Cohan will not make a produc- 
tion until spring. Going to Europe 
first. 





Stratford, Conn., using public ad- 
dress system to control traffic. 





Edward Canavan, head of Mu- 
sicians Local 802, announces that 
$150,000 has been paid to distressed 
musicians out of the local’s funds 
the past year. There are 12,000 
musicians in N. Y. of whom about 
9,000 are idle, 





Philip Goodman back after a year 
abroad. Has a play under his arm. 





Clarence Derwent will stage 
‘Madamoiselle’ for W. A. Brady. 





Lillian Gish announces in Ger- 
many that she is coming back to 
America to do ‘Camille.’ Through 
with the screen, she says. 





Mrs. Anna McCoy, concert singer, 
awarded $35 a week temporary ali- 
mony in her suit for divorce against 


in one year, but not on her. 





alleges that he is living at a hotel/their home as security. 


























Justice Steinbrink in Brooklyn re- 
fused the application of the Empire 
State projectionists’ union to enjoin 
H. H. Kay Amusement Corp. and 
Crystal theatre from dismissing 
members of that union. Latter 
claims violation of contract. Jus- 
tice held that affidavits did not war- 
rant a temporary injunction, but 
ordered an early trial of the motion 
for permanent restraint. 





Eddie Duchin gets a two years’ 
contract for his band at the Central 
Park Casino. 





William Albert Grew, playwright, 
in bankruptcy. Liabilities $27,842. 
No assets. 





Al Woods announces he will pro- 
duce four plays this season. Others 
than ‘The Stork Is Dead’ are ‘Water 
Front,’ ‘The Siren’ and ‘Lost Hori- 


zon,’ 


S. L. Rothafel initiated into the 
Los Angeles Breakfast Club, 











Second story workers take jewelry 

and clothes valued at $250 from the 

nome of M. F. R. Strayer, Universal. 
—_—___ 

Mrs. Peggy Daniels, wife of Wal- 
ter Daniels, Hollywood film director, 
was, sent to a hospital following a 
police report that she had attempted 
suicide by drinking a poison cock- 
tail. 





Two suits in Los Angeles Muni- 
cipal court are directed at Cliff 
(‘Ukulele Ike’) Edwards. One, filed 
by Schwabs, Inc., charges Edwards 
owes $560 on an open book account, 
and the other, filed by Watson & 
Son, alleges the actor owes $260 
for ‘labor, materials and services.’ 





Action for divorce filed in Su- 
rerior Court, Los Angeles, by Lala 
Claire Margolies against her hus- 
bend, Lionel Remington .Vernon 
Margolies, who, she complains, ne- 
glected his finances and borrowed 
money from her relatives. In a 
cross suit the art director charges 
his wife ridiculed him. 





Petition in voluntary bankruptcy 
filed in Los Angeles by William 
Ashley, Jr., son of the evangelist. 





New season of the Community 
Players, Claremont, Cal., is under 
way with three plays scheduled. 

Pauline Starke, actress, has filed 
suit in Superior Court, Los An- 
geles, against her former husband, 
Jack White, seeking title to the 
Beverly Hills home in which she 
|has heen living. Complaint charges 








Jay Thurston McCoy, broker. Claims | that at about the time of their di- 
that he spent $90,000 in night clubs|vorce, White gave her a promissory 
Also | note for $22,000 with mortgage on 


In addition 


























to a final accounting filed in Su- 
perior court, Los Angeles, by his 
nephew and executor, Edward Rob- 
erts Higgins, 





Failing to agree on a verdict for 
Douglas Hertz, promoter of the 
turtle racing plant in Vine street, 
Hollywood, jury in Municipal court 
acquitted 16 other defendants, all 
arrested for alleged violation of the 
state lottery laws. Hertz case will 
be retried. 





Suit in Municipal court, Los An- 
geles, charges that Sam _ Coslow, 
composer, and his wife owe $150 
on balance of lease on home they 
occupied, and $121.84 for repairs. 





Viora Daniel Casady, actress, is 
suing her ex-husband, Wayne A. 
Casady, in Superior court, Los An- 
geles, for $2,698.65, which she 
charges is due on a $3,400 property 
settlement entered into at the time 
of their divorce. 





Betty Arlen, actress, granted a 
divorce from Louis J. Golden, thea- 
tre manager, in Superior court, Los 
Angeles, 





Alternate writ of prohibition ob- 
tained by Lita Gray Chaplin in her 
unsuccessful attempt to get court 
approval of film careers for her two 
sons, Charles, Jr., and Sidney, was 
dismissed by the District Court of 
Appeals in Los Angeles. Dismissal 
was on grounds that the issues in- 
volved had been settled by other 
procedure, 





Mrs. Helen McLoughlin, mother- 
in-law of Sam Goldwyn, has sued in 
L. A. Municipal court to recover 
$2,112 for damages alleged to have 
been done to dishes and furniture 
being shipped from New York to 
the West Coast. 





Alexander Pantages in Superior 
court, Los Angeles, is seeking to 
recover $5,000 which he alleges he 
paid Le Compte Davis, attorney, as 
expenses for taking of depositions 
in the $1,000,000 suit brought against 
the theatre man by Eunice Pringle, 
dancer. Pantages contends the suit 
was settled before the depositions 
were taken, 





Write of mandate ordering Har- 
old Menjou’s acquittal on a charge 
of murder being written into the 
records of the trial is issued by the 
District Court of Appeals, Los An- 


geles, Superior Judge Charles 
surnell had refused to allow the 
acquittal to be written into the 
records. 


_ 


Agreement has been reached by 
Tom Mix and his former wife, now 
Mrs. Victoria De Olazabal, whereby 
the two will divide the custody of 
their daughter, Thomasina. Su- 
perior Judge C. L. Shinn, Los An- 
geles, approved an arrangement, fol- 























kept playing. 
Firemen ripped out seats, stage 
and scenery to get at the fire. 





Judge Joseph Davis advised Tif- 
fany to take the case of ‘Party Girl’ 
to the Supreme court. But mean- 
while,” when Corporation Counsel 
William Sexton showed the prece- 
dent of several other cases the 
judge ruled he could do nothing but 
sustain the Chicago police in bar+ 
ring of the film. 

Judge says film was innocuous 
and there was no sensible reason for 
the police edict. 





Highwaymen appeared outside 
Joliet and halted a St. Louis-Chi- 
cago Greyhound bus. They frisked 
the passengers of $200 cash and 
$1,000 in jewelry. 





A dancehall girl and her 24-yeare 
old husband were in jail charged 
with child abandonment. Chicago 
dailies were playing up the moral 
angle. ‘Prefers dancing to being a 
mother’ was the gist. 





Jack Dempsey laboring at the 
Palace, Chicago, for $4,000 was gar- 
nisheed on behalf of Harry Hayes. 
It is alleged that Dempsey hired 
Hayes in 1929 at 75 cents an hour 
to act as chauffeur, barber and 
valet, and didn’t pay off. Sum de- 
manded is $369. 





Admiral theatre, 3940 Lawrence 
avenue, Chicago, was visited by 
armed gangsters who stuck a pistol 
in the cage at Miss Gina Davis. 
But business was bad that night 
and around $20 was all the till held. 
Three bandits escaped with $6.33 
each, 





Otto Metzger, in Chicago as mane¢ 
ager for ‘Cynara,’ has been in- 
formed that the American adapta- 
tion of Max Reinhardt’s ‘A Trip to 
Pressburg’ has been completed. He 
controls the rights. 

William Drake, Hollywood writer, 
made the Yankee version. Metzger 
stated the play would be produced 
in October. 





Slot machines were ordered con- 
fiscated by Commissioner Allman 
of Chicago police. Money gadgets 
were getting numerous in the breezy 
burg. 





Charles Hammill, in an interview, 
gave his opinion that would come 
a time when audience support did 
not warrant endowment support of 
a symphony orchestra. If the pub- 
lic was lethargic wealthy people 
pouring out money for deficits year 
after year were just saps. 

However, the Chicago symphony 
is okay and tntil the depression 
was 80% supported by ticket sales. 











lowing testimony on Mix’s petition 


George Cohan passing through 
Chicago said he would run _ for 
president on the ‘Re-elect Jimmy 
Walker’ ticket. 
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advertising for information as to iets a . . > 
Mrs. Rudy Vallee announces there/|the whereabouts of her husband. , Alleged haymaker to the chin won husband to live with Sadoski dia Fl 
will be no divorce. Ha t been seen in six weeks. Johnny Light, old Provincetown a the shooting and had a nervous ban 
Last méath N. ¥ Supreme court | Player, gets a contract from U and are agg? es eee gP. varior | Preakdown immediately thereafter. swel 
It’s a girl at the Ray Perkinses.| awarded her $150 weekly and $750 | Will fly to the coast to do dialog. rare A 904 naebea . = pe He gave her ozone after three shin 
By adoption. Mother liked Perkins’ | counsel fees pending trial, but she , saya she said and she ambushed Cad 
voice over the radio. Could not|/e¢an’t find him to collect. Aaron Louis Brock, producer of shorts eit: Gat onl bb manmecwas te im in the theatre. aa 
support the child and asked them | Fox surrendered himself last July| for RKO, tells a N. Y. court he is| .eacon given to Hollywood Recéiv- - But 
to take the infant. on the charge of abandonment. In| unable to pay his first wife, Helen,/ing° hospital physicians by Susan Lottie Kroll was designated a 
° 7 h > all hi a wife | (BS nospita Fare y heroine for continuing to sing her gral 
her petition Mrs. Fox charged that | any alimony because his second w Clark, actress, for her attempt at 
Thais Kisleff Blazer tells the/his brother had kept Aaron in a| gets $325 a month. Mrs. Helen suicide with poison song over and over while the stage i call 
court her husband, Alfred, ‘desired sanitarium to prevent him from} Brock, who divorced him four years - of the Garrick, Chicago, was getting | burs 
only her body.’ She insists that he | testifying in the Senatorial investi- | ago, did not ask for alimony then, The $20,000 estate left by the late hot under her feet. Fire broke 
knew of her past when he married | gation of the Wm. Fox stock activi-| but recent developments in her Teetiva  Rabert P an tatea | out during the performance, and, y 
her, but his annulment petition says | ties, finances caused her to apply to eodore floberts a Thy nn . while Warren Irons had all the / thes 
he didn’t She once sued Karl Dane Judge Schmuck. May have to go to ee Oe eee nee bese aa aa ro nae opened, ane ie ote: au- / a 
for breach of promise. Mar . California to su ence got safely out, e singer ‘ 
Py garet Mayo, playwright, wins} California to sue. h ol accoréin 
an unofficial point in her suit 25 cents on the dollar, according|kept singing and the musicians A 
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BACK TO WORK—IT CAN’T BE 
TRUE. 





Cincinnati, Sept. 12, 

Dear Variety: 

Don't think I’ve deserted you but 
I'm back with my first managers, 
the Messrs. Shubert. They sent for 
me to join ‘The Passing Show’, I 
think it’s "32, and I opened cold Sat- 
urday night (10) in Detroit. Mister 
Bhubert is still talking to me so I 
must have been all right. 

This comes from Cincinnati and 
you'll be happy to know that Lester 
Allen and your reporter were given 
the honor suite at John Horgan’s 
Sinton hotel. On thé door are tab- 
lets reading that O. O. McIntyre 
occupied these rooms. Notification 
is so large that it’s probably the 
gepot where O. O. got his idea for 
‘Thoughts While Strolling,’ and the 
rooms are so big that while Allen 
and myself have been living to- 
gether for two days we ‘haven't met 
each other yet. 





. The folks in the troupe have only 
yehearsed for five weeks so natural- 
ly when I hopped in without a re- 
hearsal, they were very happy to see 
me. Uh-huh, about as glad as a 
ghost columnist when the original 
oo returns. 





Florence Moore and hér new hus- 
band are in the show. She looks 
swell. And in case it means any- 
thing to you, bellboys at the Book 
Cadillac, Detroit, are: not allowed 
to go out for food after midnight. 
But they have contact with tele- 
graph messengers who dcliver it. I 
called up for a night letter ham- 
burger with a 10-word pickle. 





Am sending this collect. You'll 
understand. I never missed a cue 
and I'm not going. to miss a column. 

Are you reading ?: Jackie. 


“Asthma Club Lowbrow; 
'. Now Baltimore Lunch’ 


Holly weed: Sept. 12. 

_ Feeling that ‘the handle of their 
organization was a bit high hat, the 
‘West Side Asthma and Riding club’ 
will hereafter designatevitself as the 
‘Baltimore Lunch club.” “Headquar- 
ters have been switched ‘from Levy’s 
Tavern to the Roosevelt hotel. 
“"Club’s two presidents, Groucho 
Marx and James Gleason. will car- 
ry the title of ‘countermen.’ Meet- 
ings will be presidede over by a 
*Busboy.’ 

There's a lot of squawking around 
the ‘Baltimore’ headqitrters over 
members — Geliiquent: 








Report Motor Cos. Share 


Harmsworth Race Costs 


Détroit, Sept. 12. 

The Harmsworth, Races _ here 
topped anything of a like nature in 
the history of sport fon attendance. 
Only price the audience had to pay 
was losing some sleep due to early 
&@.m. racing hours. 
. Contest marked a high for free 
‘publicity. Understood here that the 
costs of running this race are un- 
derwritten or shared by the firms 
manufacturing thé motors for the 
contending boats, Packard Car for 

yar Wood and Rolls Royce for Kaye 
Don. 


_ Coffee Dain’: 8 ‘Troubles 


San Francised, Sept. i2. 

Aiimony has Johnny “Coffee Dan’ 
Davis 6n the jump with his former 
wife, Ruby Adams, crippled ex- 
chorus girl, haling him into court 
this week on charges he hasn’t paid 
her the $200 monthly alimony or- 
dered when she _ divorced him 
May 16. 

Davis hasn’t been active since 
$2,000 overdue rent forced the clos- 
ing of his noted cellar night spot, 
Coffee Dan’s, several months ago. 





Ed Sullivan’s Flu 

Ee Sullivan, New York ‘News’ 
Broaéway columnist, is recovering 
from a bad flu attaek at Suyden- 
ham hospital, New York. 

Sullivan was stricken while va- 
cationing at Lake Mahopac, L. I. 
Fever of 106 had the docs believ- 
ing it was pneumonia, so they 
rushed him to New York in an 
ambulance. 


By Jack Osterman 


a 





A. C.’s Record 


Atlantic City, 

A record crowd of 750,000 
visited this resort over the 
Labor Day weekend. Previous 
attendance record at any one 
time was 600,000. 

As business had been off all 
summer up to the final holiday, 
it was locally figured that many 
people who usually visit A. C. 
several times each summer, 
confined their boardwalk play 
to one trip this time. And most 
of them picked Labor Day. 


Sept. 12. 














Air Meet May Migrate 
To Detroit; Cleveland 
Prize Coin Sours Aces 


Cleveland, Sept. 12. 
The next National Air Meet will 
probably be in Detroit, the flyers 
being pretty sour over the money 
angle at the local affair just closed. 


Air lads are friendly to the idea of 
Detroit with automobile and Cham- 
ber of Commerce backing. Reported 
guarantees already have been posted 
for the Michigan metropolis. 

Prize money here was cut in half 
after the first ballyhoo and the pilots 
were on the verge of a walkout, The 
racing men, however, had their last 
dollar’ staked on speed and stunt 
jobs and had to carry through. 

Event, however, had its bright 
spots, Some of the commercially 
sponsored foreign flyers were sen- 
sational. Flight Commander At- 
cherly of the Royal Air Forces was 
outstanding with Zotti, Facist army 





pilot,, runner up. Atcherly has a 
real Oxford accent, specializes in 
high:: comedy clothes and does 


ground wing-dragging and screwy 
flying right under your nose. 
Poorly Staged 

Cleveland ‘show was badly staged. 
There were‘ long waits between 
events and the fans were nagged to 
death, with sales talks for hot dogs 
and carnival junk. Alice Joy, 
radio singer, announced on the air 
that she brought a picnic lunch 
along and the last heard of her she 
was .in Youngstown: nine yards 
ahead of trate concessionaires.. Ar- 
rangements for newspaper men 
gave each three separate cards and 
they had to show each in turn be- 
tween filing telegraph reports. 

Women’s event was rather dizzy, 
with the girls confused about the 
rules. «Winner of one race got an 
auto, “She tried to chisel a bill of 
sale, but was blocked by the manu- 
facturer. Next day she turned the 
bus in for cash. 

The Navy ‘Hell Divers’ grounded 
themselves pronto upon learning 
they would have to refuel them- 
selves and generally the spectators 
were plenty peeved over boxoffice 
and transportation charges and ar- 
rangements. 


} ane 





Mex. Divorce Industry 
Is Not So Bullish 


Mexico City, Sept. 8. 
obtaining abroad that 
Mexico is a_ big divorce mill, 
opinion inspired by easy matri- 
monigl smashing laws: existing in 
Chihuahua,.. Yucatan and Morelos 
states, is.upset by figures of De- 
partment of National Statistics 
showing that of the 6,099 divorce 
applHeations made last year to the 
512 ;udges and civil’ registrars in 
the country, only 1,600 decrees were 
granted. 

Data also disproves theory ob- 
taining abroad that foreigners sup- 
rly most trade for Mexican divorce 
authorities. Of applications filed 
last year, 3,314 were by Mexicans— 
1,179 by wives and the rest by 
husbands. 

Foreign matrimonial bonds sever- 


Notion 


ance contingent was headed by 
American wives. Spaniards were 
next with 39 applications and 


Pritishers third with 29. 





MAX HART DIVORCED 


Los Angeles, Sept. 12. 
Adele Forest Hart has obtained 
1. divorce from Max Hart, agent, 
. charge of desertion, 


on 


Decree was issued in Reno, re- 
‘ently. Couple were married in the 
same city two years ago. 





TEMES SQUARE—BURLESQUE — 








'¢15. 000 FIRE CLOSES 


GARRICK IN 1ST WK. 


Chicago, Sept. 12. 
Fire broke out backstage Thurs- 
day night (8) at the Garrick (bur- 
lesque), destroying $15,000 in scen- 
ery and theatre property. House 
was forced to close. 
Warrens Irons opened 
lesque venture at the 
street house last week. 


EMPIRE'S ROUTE 
15 TOWNS FOR 
104, WEEKS 


Fifteen towns, 10% 
weeks of playing time, are‘on the 
new Empire wheel's route book as 
the season starts. At present the 
trip is minus a Manhattan date, 
nearest to this being the usual week 
at the Star, Brooklyn. 

Philadelphia (Trocadero) is the 
opening stand followed by a six day 
week in Pennsylvania split among 
five towns -—- Easton, Allentown, 
Johnstown, Altoona, all one-day 
stands, and Reading, two days. 
These five towns are called Route 
No. 1 as were the one and two-day 
dates on the Mutual wheel last sea- 


son. 

Following the one nighters, shows 
go into four full weeks, at Balti- 
more (Palace), Washington (Gay- 
ety), Newark (Empire) and Hud- 
son, Union City. A three day lay- 
off at this point precedes a three 
day last half in Albany, N. Y. 
(Capitol), with four more full 
weeks folowing and completing the 
route, Final four comprise Spring- 
field, Mass. (State), Boston (How- 
ard), Worcester (Worcester), and 
Brooklyn (Star). 

If the additional towns which are 
expected arrive, the route will 
stand at around 15 weeks’ by 
Oct. 1. 

Because of the short season re- 
quired under this basis of time, and 
if the wheel extends its time, most 
of the shows will have to repeat. 
In that event they’ll be recast and 
changed around between trips. 


MINN. MAYOR FINALLY 
CLOSES “‘WALKATHON’ 


Minneapolis, Sept. 12. 

Long a storm center as a result 
of newspaper denunciation, and an 
unsuccessful move to revoke its 
license following its exposure as a 
stamping ground for bootlegging 
activity, the “Walkathon’ (dance 
marathen) in the local municipal 
auditorium was finally closed by 
Mayor Anderson as a ‘public nuis- 
ance.” Action taken despite that 
the city itself was a partner in the 
enterprise. 

Ilis Honor buinied in when the 
‘Walkathon’ had but six more days 
to run. It started July 8. Required 
a federal court order to back up 
the mayor’s police order and halt 
the affair, a temporary injunction 
to restrain interference having been 
obtained by the management. 

Petty Larceny Charge 

Charge of petty larceny was filed 
by the police against W. E. Teb- 
betts, Portland, Ore., theatre man, 
the attraction’s promoter, and it 
was claimed by newspapers here 
that he had left town without pay- 
ing the $500 prize money per per- 
son to five contestants. 

Tebhetts and the head of his 
special police, Dan Harding, were 
charged in the petty larceny war- 
rant with having seized motion pic- 
tures of ‘Walkathon’ scenes shot by 
the Rev. H. J. Soltau, member of 
the mayor’s ‘purity committee’ and 
sent to the auditorium by His 
Hlonor to obtain evidence relative 
to its alleged disorderly aspects. 
Rev. Soltau was detected shooting 
the pictures, his camera was seized 
from him forcibly and he was taken 
headquarters and held for 





his bur- 
tandolph 





comprising 








to police 
in hour. 


Later, upon the mayor’s demand, 
the minister’s camera was returned 
but the films were missing. A $20,- 
00 damage suit has been filed by 
the Rev. Soltau against Tebbetts 
charging false arrest. 





Aimee’s Ads 


Los Angeles, Sept. 12. 
Aimee Semple McPherson 
opened a branch church two 


weeks ago at Ocean Park, the 
west coast’s Rockaway. First 
Sunday she distributed hand- 
bills, which found their way to 
the beach, with the church 
doing no business. 

Second Sunday the bandbills 
were again distributed, this 
time in He»rew. 


Minn. Gayety Can 
Reopen, Will Play 
On Co-operative Plan 


Minneapolis, Sept. 12. 


Reversing a previous action, the 
city council has issued a license to 
permit the Gayety theatre to reopen 
with stock burlesque. The vote was 

3 to 9. The Women’s Co-operative 
Alliance, leading local reform or- 
ganization, and Mayor W. A. An- 
derson’s own committee of 1,000, a 
citizen’s purity squad, had vigor- 
ously opposed the issuance of the 
license. 

Sponsors of the license argued 
that the theatre’s reopening will 
give employment to. a number of 
people. 

The house will be operated on a 
co-operative basis under the direc- 
tion of Axel Herman, scenic artist. 
A permanent chorus will be em- 
ployed, but principals will be al- 
ternated with those of a burlesque 
stock company to be operated by 
Harry Hirsch, former Gayety les- 
see, in Des Moines and with other 
companies. 


L. A. Deg Racing Back 
Despite Reform Threats 


Los Angeles, Sept. 12. 

Dog. racing at. Culver City re- 
sumed Friday (9) after four weeks’ 
layoff. despite threats of reform and 
church elements which are pressing 
the D. A.’s office for action against 
the option system of betting’‘at the 
hound track, mar: 

Horse-racing plant is heing con- 
structed at ArfAdia for a February 
opening. 


SPOTTING STRIPPER 


Empire Will Jump Ann 
Around for Top Billing 























Corio 





Instead of spotting Ann Corio in 
any particular show this season, 
Empire will jump its principal 
stripper around the wheel several 
times as a solo attraction with the 
regular shows. She'll be billed on 
top of the traveling companies. 

Since coming out of burlesque 
stock in the west three years ago 
Miss Corio, up to this season, has 
been in ‘Girls in Blue.’ 

Hinda Wassau is also playing the 
Empire houses on spot bookings, 
but leaves burlesque next month 
for the Billy Rose legit musical. 


Show Boat Sinks 


Cincinnati, Sept. 12. 

Sogged in Licking River mud is 
The Valley, showboat, which plied 
the Ohio between here and Pitts- 
burgh. 

Floating opry house was recently 
tied up, with biz off, and went to 
the bottom Thursday (9). Authori- 
ties of Newport, Ky., blamed sink- 
ing on rats gnawing holes in craft's 
hull. Harry Hart, owner, and his 
family were asleep aboard when 
dive occured. All escaped. 














PITT’S OWN LINE 


Pittsburgh, Sept. 12. 

Dark for four months, Academy, 
local burlesque site, will reopen 
Sunday (18) with Empire wheel at- 
tractions. Regular shows will be 
ugmented by a Pittsburgh-re- 
ruited chorus of 20 girls, doubling 

a runway line in addition. 
Earlier plan to resume stock 


burly here this fall was dropped at 
last minute when manager George 
‘'affe decided 
ihe wheel. 





to stick along ee 
! 
f 





E% ARIETY 


Herk Without Bway Site for Wheel 
Shows as Minskys Take a Powder 


Bi oad- 
Empire 


Left high and dry for a 
way outlet for his new 
burlesque wheel show, as the re- 
sult of a last minute runeut by the 
Minskys, I. H. Herk is looking for a 


theatre. The Gaiety was closed last 
week by mutual arrangement be- 
tween Empire and the Minskys 


pending consummation of what was 
to have been a booking deal in- 
volving the Herk shows and the 
Minskys’ New York houses. 
What prompted the sudden 
Minsky blackout is not given, but 
the report was that the stock bur- 
lesque brothers changed their minds 
on the day set for the paper sign- 
ing ceremony. It ruffled Herk’s 
New York plans considerably, since 


it was all set for the new wheel 
shows to play Minskys’ Central, 
with that firm retaining its stock 


troupe at the Republic and with the 
Gaiety dark. 

Now the Minskys want stock at 
the Central, too. The nearby and 
opposish stock at the Gaiety was 
conveniently closed meanwhile. 

That Minsky Feud 

As it appeared in the first place, 
that much Lallyhcoed family feud 
between Abe Minsky and Herbert 
Kay Minsky, which had the Gaiety 
and Central stocks opening against 
each other on the same day, has 
been revealed as the nerts. It had 
the required exploitive effect, how- 
ever, and everything went along 
nicely until Herk got the queen of 
spades after darkening the Gaiety. 

Abe Minsky, Herk and the Ray- 
monds had the Gaiety, while the 
‘opposition’ Central project was in 
the hands of Herbert Minsky, Joe 
Weinstock and the rest of the 
family. 

In addition to the Central, the 
Empire shows under the Minsky 
deal were to have gone _ into 
Minskys’ Apollo in Harlem. Abe was 
set to move one block uptown to 
manage the Central, ‘against’ which 
he had opened the Gaiety. It looks 
like he'll get the job regardless, 

Minskys will play stock at the 
Central in addition to the Republie 
on 42d. street, Minskys’ Brooklyn 
(formerly 'Werba’s) and the other 
two houses: which were to have 
gone Empire, 

Now likely that the wheel’s only 
other New York house besides 
a Broadway stand, if landed, will 
bé the indie Irving Place. Brook- 
lyn again gets its wheel entertain- 
ment at the Star, 


Lake Tahoe Closings Put 
~ Boys Back in Circulation 


Reno, Sept. i2. 

Closing of several resorts in the 
Lake Tahoe district during the next 
few days is going to place several 
more gambling game dealers and 
bartenders in circulation again and 
add te Reno's unemployed popula- 
tion. 

The Lake Tahoe resorts on the 
Nevada side, swanky places with 
large overheads, did not roll up any 
dough for their owners during the 
past season.. Pickings were so thin 
that 10c bets were being gratefully 
acknowledged in the highest class 
places, whereas last year customers 
could get no action on anything 
smaller than $1. 

Liquor raids at a couple of the 
lake resorts also put in a tempor- 
ary crimp there and dried up two 
or three previously very damp 
places. 








Jobs Go Begging 
Topeka, Kans., Sept. 12, 
Promoter of night show for Free 
Fair at Topeka Sept 11-17, wanted 
chorinee who could sing and tap 
dance. - Asked local radio station 
to supply them. Asked as to sal- 
ary, promoter willing to pay eight 
bucks a week. 
Station referred him to 
dancing school. Dancing 
refcrred him to competitor. 





local 
school 





UNITED’S K. C. GAYETY 
Kansas City, Sept. 12. 

Gayety will open Sept. 24 as part 
of the new United Burlesque asso- 
ciation, which is headed by Arthur 
Clamage. Regular road shows, play- 
ing week stands, with two shows @ 
day, will be offered. 

Arthur Moeller, 
Columbia wheel, 
local manaver. 
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will be 


























68 VARIETY 
New home fad is tropica? fish 
Harry Essex back after summer- 

ing stylishly. 

Merritt Franken p.a.’ing for | 
Dmitri Ostrow 

Barney Klawans is limping 
around with athlete’s foot. 

Fish tank front on ‘Tiger Shark’ 
by Warner Br is now cold. 

Charles McClintic blames. the 
summer sun for his slivered hair. 

Pete Woodhull doing Broadway, 
wildly gesticulating a point to a 
pal. 

Bertha Kalisch back forma yeir's 
rest on the coast with no show 
plans. 

An Atlantic City club is billed 
as ‘the little house with the shade 


o: lavender.’ 

Margaret Perry, sight-seeing in 
Europe, declined invitation to enter 
cast of ‘Madamoiselle.’ 

Al Selig soon starts work on his 
book, on which he did 40,000 words 
before summer's heat. 


Leblang’s Hellraisems’ outing at 
Long Branch dated for Sept. 25. 


Post depresh indication. 

Jimmy Johnston, the ticket spec, 
not the fight promoter, back from 
his home town, London. 

Mary Nolan invited Irving Hoff- 
man to act in her playlet, doing the 
novelist role. He declined. 

Picture ‘Madison Square Garden’ 





New York aE 














“BIRD OF 
PARADISE” 


An RKO Radio Picture, with 
DOLORES DEL Rio 
JOEL McCREA 








To 2 V.M., 35c—11 P.M. to Close, 55c 
oF, . 
On the Screen 
On the Stage Fannie Hurst's 
POLA “BACK 
NEGRI STREET” 
IN PERSON 
GUS VAN Irene Dunne 
& Other RKO Acts John Boles 


Complete Midnight Show Every Sat. 
Midnight Show Feature Picture Daily 


— 








- ° 
° Wed. to Fri. 
Sopt. 14-15 


ADOLPHE MENJOU in 
“NIGHT CLUB LADY” 


and 


“Hearts of Humanity” 





a Wed. to Fri. 
Sept. 14-16 


ADOLPHE MENJOU in 


TIMES SQUARE 


reproduction of the in- 
4 Hiffe’s Tavern. 

| Dr. Harry Martin with his wife, 
Louella (Parsons), flew in from the 
Coast, tarried a day and sailed for 
| Europe. 


|has an exact 
terior of Billy I 


‘opular Times Square cafe pro- 
|prietor has stack of rubber checks 
| totaling 65 G's, amassed in the last 
| five years. 

George Bannon, manager of Pub- 
lix’s Majestic, Grand Island, Neb., 
|on Broadway wearing @ heavy corn- 
| husker’s tan. 
| Dorothy Spero has swung from 
the distribution to the publicity de- 
partment in United Artists after a 
vacash between. 

Hot weather premieres last week 
saw a number of those tropical 
English mess jackets on the men 
as a formal compromise in lieu of a 
dinner jacket. 

Walter F. Eberhardt, of Erpi, 
back from vacation in Wisconsin. 
Walter and the missus made the 
trip in three days each way with- 
out a flat or a ticket. 

Peggy Greene of ‘Of Thee I Sing’ 
beat appendix operation at Mt. 
Sinai hospital. Barbara Smith out 
of same show with damaged leg. 
Fell off horse. Both show girls. 

Joe Schrode, animal impersonator, 
who has been doing Ed Wynn's 
horse this season, is in the French 
hospital with trouble with his 
spleen. Undecided at first between 
a veterinarian and a regular doc. 


London 


Max Milder proud of his baby 
boy. 

Sean O’Casey writing a new play, 
despite failing sight. 

Joe Henley celebrating his first 
wedding anniversary. 

Matt McKeague lunching with the 
Lord Mayor of Dublin. 

Tommy Long ballyhooing on stilts 
for the Syndicate Halls. 

Sir James Barrie busy on a new 
book, due at Christmas. 

Stage bands definitely in for an- 
other boom in vaudeville. 
Chiswick, a London suburb, has 
its own news reel theatre, 

Henry Kendall now off the B.I.P. 
lot, and working for indies. 

Dave Apollon thinks Paris won- 
derful, but no place for a rest. 

Kit-Cat Restaurant putting on a 
non-stop cabaret, starting Oct. 19. 
John Murray Anderson likely to 
do still another revue in the West 
End. 

Adele Astaire at ‘Firebird’ prem- 
iere, says too happy to return to 
stage. - 

Harry W. Crull, the new Empire 








manager, acquiring a liking for 
London. 
Gordon Michie debating with 


friends whether he should talk to 
the press. 

Reports from the provinces is 
that Babe Egan and her band are 
cleaning up. 

Joe O’Gorman, pere, looking al- 
most as sprightly as the O’Gor- 
man brothers. 





“NIGHT CLUB LADY” 








TIMES SQUARE 


O5-00-09 CK OROKD 
MmOX SEVENTH AVENUE 
AT 50tr STREET 
RUTH CHATTERTON 
GEORGE BRENT 
“THE CRASH” 


On the Stago—‘‘SPANISH FIESTA’”’ 
Fox Movietone News Laurel & Ilardy Comedy 
Beginning Thursday—‘‘PAINTED WOMAN,” 
with Peggy Shannca one Spencer Tracy 





25 MON.t° FRI. 

10 AMM. r.NOOM 
CONSTANCE 
BENNETT in 


‘Two Against the World’ 


Isham Jonos & Orch.—Blossom Seely 
& Benny Fields—Herd Williams, oths. 


LOEWS: BWAY 45367, 














aoe 
MARION DAVIES 
fee ROBT. MONTGOMERY 


‘BLONDIE of FOLLIES’ 
ON THE STAGE IN PERSON! 











Charles McGrail, manager London 
Pavilion, marrying Alice Jane Ward, 
non-professional. 

Ronald Whelan, 
Whelan, getting 
Thomas Beecham. 

Cecil Humphreys going to New 
York early Oetober to produce a 
show on Broadway. 

Arthur Jarrett’s hobby is playing 
the piano, with Rachmaninoff's 
Prelude his favorite. 

Joe Morris changing his hotel for 
the third time in one week, finally 
picking the Piccadilly. 

Fred Karno out of retirement, 
and staging revue for Moss Empires, 
opening in December. 

Leicester Square theatre back- 
stage becoming known as the Bed- 
lam of the West End. 

Jack Hylton and Mrs. just 
quired a racehorse, Bonanza 
being trained at Epsom. 

One of the boy dancers at the 
‘Casanova,’ Coliseum show, does 
knitting between shows. 

Mrs. Dick Burge, boxing 
ter, and Claire Romaine, 
vaudeville star, insenarables. 

Myron, Pearl Quartet, likely to 
be in Sir Harry Lauder'’s unit on 
* next round the world tour. 


son of Albert 
to resemble Sir 


ac- 
now 





promo- 
former 





Jack Benny—Jack Pear!— 


Lilyan Tashman 

<a Sophie Tucker 
Goo. Clssen 

— Shutta 













Coming Thurs., “GRAND HOTEL” 
“One of the finest plays of 
the year, subtle, beautiful 


and tender.”—Atkinson, Times. 


“Another Language” 


with Glenn Anders, Margaret Wycherly, 
Laura Straube, John Beal 


bean 45th St.. W. of B'w 
BOOTH ; 6:50. Mats. Wed. & Sat., 2 “40 











‘red Buick with J. C. Donada 
&- ture circ ir to supervise the Re- 
| wal Golder’s Green opening, Sent. 19. 
| Stateenneins Picture theatre, a 
| Hyams Brothers house, sunplies its 
| queues with umbrellas when it 


~ | rains. 


Fontana, with his new 
partner, Anna Ludmilla, due at 
Central Park Casino sometime in 
September. 

Joe Morris intends to make a 
talker short in England of his cur- 
rent act, using the company he 
brought over. 

Sir Gordon Craig back again as 
exhibitor, having acquired five cine- 


George 








mas in the Midlands and the Opera , 


House, Buxton. 

Winnie Melville renaming her cot- 
tage ‘Happiness,’ coincident with 
serving her husband, Derick Old- 
ham with divorce papers. 

‘Waltzes from Vienna,’ provincial 
tour, opening at Streatham, a Lon- 
don suburb, drew a queue circling 
around the entire theatre. 

Billy and Elsa Newell came from 
Birmingham for the day to cele- 
brate Elsa’s ‘birthday at the Tro- 
cadero. Val Parnell was in the 
party. 

Frances Day, Andey Gibbons and 
Gordon Courtney in animated dis- 
cussion outside of Cafe Anglais, 
with likelihood Miss Day will play 
at Leicester Square theatre. 





Paris 


The Deem Taylors shopping. 

Kathleen Key changing her apart- 
ment, 

A new bar at the Chateau Fron- 
tenac, 

Alexander Korda favoring open 
collars, 





Mrs. Lawrence Tibbett buying 
clothes, 
Harry Leasam_’ expecting Bo 
Dowling. 


Dave Souhami talking to Henry 
Bernstein. 

Virgil Thompson complaining of 
Paris heat. 
Valery Boothby hostess to her 
sister, Helda, 


Constant Remy to embark on a 
directing career. 

Jeanne Helbling at the Ermitage 
de Longchamps. 

Camille F. Wyn hunting props for 
‘Five Star Final.’ 

Mrs. Joe Seidelman regrets she 
doesn’t piay golf. 

Ruth Putnam Mason resuming 
theatrical activities. 

Andre Daven kissing good-bye to 
the Champs Elysees. 

Madeleine Miller of Beverley Hills 
motoring to Cannes. 

The young bloods of the Tobis 
company very sporty. 

Rudolph Siebert in the American 
hospital for observation. 

Jennie Dolly taking real rest cure 
in her Fontainbleau estate. 
Krueger's life to be filmed by Al- 
bert Dieudonne in Germany. 
Maurice Chevalier appearing at 
a gala at Cannes Palm Beach, 
Adolphe Menjou practically the 
only man in tuxedo at Fouquets. 
Rene Clair says he is doing 
nothing with Maurice Chevalier. 
Chaliapin’s other dates complicat- 
ing filmization of ‘Don Quichotte.’ 
J. Carlo Bavetta catching opposi- 
tion pictures even in hot weather. 
Mildred Syer from blonde to 
brown after sunbasking on the 
Riviera. 

Jean Nougues, composer of ‘Quo 
Vadis,’ and one of the fattest men 
in Paris, died. 

Emile de Ruelle here with Eddie 
Newman to introduce horse operas 
on a grand scale. 

Casino at Cap Breton in the Biar- 
ritz district was entirely destroyed 
by a night blaze. 

Judge Eugene O’Sykes and the 
American radio experts from Paris 
to Madrid by rail. 

The Volterras to go to the Riviera 
after they open the rehearsals of 
their new Verneuil play. 

Lora Hays’ friends congregating 
around her during the two days she 
spent in Paris before saihing. 

One newspaper man rushing back 
from the Riviera to meet Pauline 
Garon before she sailed, but too 
late. 

Suzy Vernon telling the Riviera 
hotel keeper his bill will have to 
wait until she makes her next pic- 
ture, 

So many pretty girls in the cast 
of ‘Roi Pausole’ that public inter- 
est is aroused before it is even pro- 
duced. 

‘Studio Etoile’ 
Lachmann week,’ 
films every day 


giving a ‘Harry 
with one of his 
on the occasion of 





his leaving for AMIETTER, 
Garnett Weston home from 


Canada. 

Employees title for Universal's 
‘Imhotep’ is ‘In Your Hat.’ 

Mary Sharon, fan mag _ writer, 
added to Roach publicity office. 

Last Sunday marked the closing 
of a majority of the Malibu homes. 

Bob Collier mothering a _ ring- 
tailed monk which he has adopted. 

Fanchon Royer and Jack GCGal- 
lagher driving the old bus to N. Y. 

Ike Hope resting after piloting 
F& M's ‘Cleanup’ unit out and back. 


Jack Chafe guested by Inez 
Courtney and Sergei arno in Fr“s sco 
Mark Sandrich is supers!’ 


He won't bid, even his best wtente 
goodbye. 





Joan Bennett and Gene Markey 
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Santa Barbaraing with the Raoul 
Walshes. 

Tyniversal 
serves soft 
at 4 o'clock. 

‘Carmen,’ in Spanish, at the Cali- 
fornia Saturday night, with Rodolfo 
Hoyis as Don Jose. 


Lester A. Weinroot, Chicago p.a., 
has gone into publicity work with 
Charlotte Rogers here. 

Leslie Howard goes to England 
on completion of his current ‘Ani- 
mal Kingdom,’ at Radio. 

Al Rogell will make a plane tour 
of United Air Lines to get footage 
for Columbia’s ‘Air Hostess.’ 


New members of the Academy’s 
halation committee: Victor Milner, 
IXmery Huse and Max Parker. 


Hal Roach will stage a christen- 
ing party to fix ‘Spirit of Fun’ as 
handle for his now nameless plane. 

Warners are offering a free trip 
to Catalina, and meals to employees 
who want to appear as extras, next 
Sunday for ‘You Said a Mouthful.’ 

Cast of ‘Twenty Thousands Years 
in Sing Sing’ at Warners, auto- 
graphed a copy of the book and 
sent it to Warden Lawes, its author. 

Leo Morrison and Leo Carrillo 
hurled a barbecue Sunday at the 
Carrillo ranch ja Santa Monica can- 
yon, at which 2 monument was un- 
veiled by Chic Sale. 


studio 
drinks 


publicity staff 
instead of tea 





Riviera 
By Frank Scully 


Peggy Joyce just thinking. 
The Menjous expected at Antibes. 


Sir Hugo has another Lady de 
Bathe. 


Insiders pronounce Majorca 
Yorker.’ 


Riviera had a better summer than 
winter, 


Chevalier singing for his self- 
plugged charities. 


Gwen Harrison of Cagnes 
been Holly-wooed. 


Edna St. Vincent Millay no like 
the new hobohemia. 


Harry Lachmann having his 
vacation in six years. 


Martin Brown entertaining, 
not very, as the old gag goes. 


Chaliapin now planning to shoot 
his ‘Don Quixote’ pic in Nice. 


Rex Ingram’s car always gets the 

only shady spot at La Grande Bleue. 
The shack Mary Dahlberg has 

George Sand and Chopin shared. 

Fannie Holtzman doesn’t want 
anybody to know she has gone to 
Vienna. 

Kay Boyle back from her month’s 
trek among the pretzel and spa- 
ghetti benders. 

Prince of Wales bought some red 
shirts in Cannes, setting Emma 
Goldman wondering. 

Gabriel Domergue, Armand Ber- 
nard and Jean Kay at Monte Carlo’s 
‘Can Can de la Marine.’ 

That night Roland Hayes and Bob 
McAlmon spent in a can in Ma- 
jorca was for talking back to cops. 

Pilgrims back from Salzburg re- 
port Reinhardt’s festpiel played ca- 
pacity all month, despite bank- 
rupt country all around him. 

Well-nourished Richard Tauber 
no like Riviera, preferring Bad 
Reichenhall where scales are rigged 
five to ten pounds in his favor. 

Maurice Maeterlinck forgot to go 
to Brussels for his 70th birthday to 
get tapped as a count by his king, 
oversleeping past train time in his 


Nice chateau. 


‘Ma 


has 


first 


but 





Cool enough for vests. 

Harry Marx gone to Europe. 

Charley Kurtzman likes Toledo. 

Harry Faber has a new straight 
eight. 

Ned Holmes 
Language.’ 

Harry Lustgarten a visiting dele- 
gate at B&K. 

Charley Kohler, old time cafe pro- 
ducer, back in town. 

Billy Elson a_ pauser 
Mitneapolis and St. Louis. 

Ticket sales started at the Apollo 


ahead of ‘Another 


between 


for ‘Passing Show’ but had to be 
discontinued. 
Evans Plummer doing special 


publicity for Hays McFarland ad- 
vertising agency. 

Hal O’Halloran gets a silver cup 
from the Chicago ‘Times,’ winning 


its ‘best announcer’ contest. 
Charles Freeman back from his 

scouting trip with a trunk full of 

mss. for the Institute Players 


Senator Murphy writes from Ire- 
land in green ink to ask his Chicago 
friends to light candles for him. 

Ray Calver will become a bene- 
dict Oct. 26. Bride-to-be is Agnes 
| Schulman, whose uncle is a judge. 
| Anne Jesselson who hesitating!v 
‘admits having been press agent for 

nes. a Gc A. handling Fritz 
| Blocki’s ‘World Between.’ 





——= 
. 
Berlin 

Benny Thau off to Vienna. 

Carl Goetz, actor, died, 74 years 
old. 

Willi Forst had serious motor ac- 
cident, 

Marcellus Schiffer committed 
suicide, 


Siegfried Arno goes with a revue 
to Basle. 

Lillian Gish takes a rest at Bad 
Nauheim. 

Victor Varconi 
Karlsbad. 

Martha Egget 
in London. 

Fritz Kortner 
Scandinavia, 

Rod la Roque here to visit his 
wife, Vilma Banky. 

Guenter Mamlok appointed artis- 
tic manager of Tonalfilm. 

Charlotte Greenwood and Martin 
Broones sight-seeing in Berlin. 

Richard Eichberg will direct the 
Universal film ‘Invisible Front.’ 

Benjamino Gigli intends making 
a concert trip through Germany. 

‘As You Desire Me’ by Pirandello 
will be done at the Deutsche Thea- 
ter. 

Walter F. 
rector at 
Zurich, 

Hermann Zimmer, lawyer of Ufa, 


taking a cure at 
for picture work 


with offers from 


Fichelscher becomes di- 
the Schauspieihaus, 


drowned in the Wannsee while 
bathing. 
Gerda Mueller, actress, married 
the mayor of Koenigsberg, Dr, 
Lohmeyer. 


Berlin's broadcasting system is 
more bad politics than good per- 
formances. 

Hans Albers not any longer with 
Ufa, will now do a film at the 


Cinemafilm, 


Emil Jannings would do a film 
with Emelka, but the backing still 
has to be obtained. 

Gerhart-Hauptmann will be in 
Berlin on the first night of his play, 
‘Versunkene Glocke.’ 

Stanley Scott will engage Gitta 
Alpar and Richard Tauber for the 
next London season. 

Paul Wegner is reported to be 
about to revive at the Richard Os- 
wald Co, the ‘Golem.’ 

Clown Grock intends giving a 
whole evening program in the 
Grosses Schauspielhaus. 

Jack Campbell passing through 
here to Stockholm. Will seek an 
interview with Greta Garbo. 

Max Reinhardt negotiating with 
Franz Lehar regarding the first per- 
formance of his operette ‘Guiletta,’ 
Annabella, Albert Prejean, Jean 
Murat, Fanny Hale, Heather Angel, 
Gravey and Lady Tree here for film 
work at .Ufa. 

The Theater am Kurfuersten- 
damm will open on Sept. 1, with 
a combined program, night club, va- 
riety and revue. 

Karl Tschuppik, biographer of 
Emperor Franz Joseph and chief 
editor of the Viennese ‘Stunde,’ has 
been appointed chief editor of the 





‘12 Uhr Mittagsblatt.’ 
MARRIAGES 
Constance Binney to Henry 
Wharton, Jr., in New York Sept. 6 


Miss Binney divorced Charles E, 
Cotting, Boston banker, in Nevada 
last July. 

Sabra Worth to Paul Douglas in 
New York, secretly, Aug. 2. Groom 
is an announcer on the CBS staff; 
bride is employed as a hostess at 
the same network's New York stue 
dios. 

Christine Rockwell, 
to Althonsus Bell, 
employee, Sept. 5, 
Calif. 

Betty Lou Webb, actress, to H. 
Warden Wilson, Sept. 3, at Ocean 
yrove, N. J. Bridegroom is none- 
pro. 

Mona Content to William M. 
Mentzer, Aug. 22, in Ventura, Cal. 
Bride is a piano soloist on KHJ, 
Los Angeles. Mentzer is a radio 


Culver City, 
Metro. studie 
at Riverside, 


baritone. 
Georgette Guy, non-pro, to Andy 
Rice, Jr., in Tia Juana, Mexico, 


Sept. 4. Groom is in vaude. 
Doris Wolfe Gilbert to Allan Feit 

in Los Angeles, Sept. 11. Bride isa 

daughter of L. Wolfe Gilbert, com- 





poser. Groom isa N. Y. oe 
Mr. and Mrs. Juiius Cohen, son, 


Sept. 5, at Williamsburg Maternity 
Hospital, Brooklyn. Father is of the 
New York ‘Journal of Commerce.’ 
Mother is the former Ethel Dallon 
of the stage. 

Mr. and Mrs. Joe Spah, known in 
vaudeville as Ben Dova, boy, Gil- 
bert, at Parsons hospital, Flushing, 
L. I., Sept. 5. 

Mr. and Mrs. Larry Daniels, 
daughter, Women’s Hospital, N. Y., 
Sept. 8. Mother (Helen Rowland) 
is with Sound Studios, Inc. 

Mr. and Mrs. Lou Kozal, twin 
boys, in Cincinnati. Father is ad 
artist for RKO there. 

Mr. and Mrs. Harry Berry, 
Sept. 8, at Weymouth, 


son, 
Mass, 





Parents are in vaude. 
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Fresh talk about a giant merger 
of film cos. J. P. Morgan & Co. 
supposed to be supplying $100,000,- 
000 for the deal. Declared to be 
ripe this time, but it wasn’t, 





Fifth Avenue theatre was staging 
a war song contest. All pubs to be 
permitted to have a representative 
to sing a number and audience to 
judge. Best three held over for a 
second deciding contest. Every pub 
had at least one ‘best.’ 





Eva Tanguay was given the first 
no-cancellation contract by the 
UBO. Ran for a full season. 


‘Variety’ published report Gus 
Edwards had decided to give up acts 
and ‘place the future of aspiring 
juveniles in the hands of others.’ Oh 
yeah! 





Agents were holding out contracts 
on acts playing N. Y. time. Not de- 
livered to the act until the second 
day. Figured to ease up the scraps 
over terms. 





Hotel agency men were offering 
edds that no five current shows on 
B’way would be in the same spot by 


mas. Bettors could name their own 
choices, Screwy list of opening 
shows. 





Flo Ziegfeld was trying to get 
Geraldine Farrar for the Century 
theatre, but her contract with the 
Met, prevented. He took Anna 
Case. 


Labor Day saw the official start- 
ing of the burlesque season with the 
grosses breaking records in almost 
every house. 

Bookers were moaning over the 
secant supply of one-act plays for 
vaude. No bill complete without 
one then. 








Stock companies were off to a 
fine start. 


90 YEARS AGO 


(From ‘Clipper’ ) 





Joe Levy, who was agent for Law- 
rence Barrett, all aflame. He had 
located the girl who posed for Lib- 
erty on the old trade dollars and 
had her signed for a starring tour. 


Thiess’ music hall on East 14th 
street opened Sept. 7. Feature was 
an immense ‘‘orchestrian.’ Later 
house was converted into the chapel 
of Grace Church and reconverted 
into the Dewey theatre. Now the 
site of Fox’s Academy. 





A transparent headed haby was 
being shown in Indianapolis. 





Relatives of Chas. Dickens sup- 
pressed London publication of his 
early plays. 





Brand of gypsies had been en- 
gaged for ‘The Romany Eye.’ They 
went into camp at B’way and 59th 
street. Mostly open lots in those 
days. 





Barnum show was to close Oct. 14. 
It was announced that all contracts 
for lots, etc., for the following sea- 
son had been closed. First time a 
circus was ever fully routed and 
contracted a year in advance. 


Dramatization of the ‘Limekiln 
Club’ feature of the Detroit ‘Free 
Press’ by M. Quad (C. B. Lewis), 
was floppo. Gus. Frohman offered 
to pay $1,000 for the second act to 
use it as an afterpiece in his min- 
strel show, but Lewis refused. 





| 

James Lackey was listed as an} 
usher at Albaugh’s Opera House, 
Washington. 3rother of the late 
Wilton Lackaye and later a well 
known stage comedian. Was one 
of the fat troupe at Vitagraph at 
the time of his death, a few years 











Inside Stufi—Pictures | 


; Heme offices of New York producer-distributors and chains are evinc- 
ing interest in the campaign of tne Chicago ‘American’ (Hearst) to build 
up its film critics, Credit is given Bil] Hollander, B&K, for the paper 
on the idea, 

So far the ‘American’ has printed three full page ads, all of which, in 
verbiage and tenor, deliver a boost for the picture business as a whole 
that is interesting film officials and publicists. One ad read off in large 
type ‘Movies Lead the Way,’ going on to say that ‘out in the forefront of 
better thing are the pictures already here marking the start of the 1932- 
"33 movie season, For six months the great film companies have been 
working together to make these better pictures. They lead the way to 
new prosperity,’ etc., etc. 





A ‘quote’ stunt on a picture was put over to get Arthur Brisbane to 
write a plug on ‘Life Begins.’ Charlie Einfeld, Warner publicity-adver- 
tising head at the h. o., rode a hunch hard on the Brisbane idea. After 
failing to get in touch with him in New York, he finally wired Brisbane 
at the Hearst ranch in California. 

Special showing of the picture was arranged for Brisbane, the Hearst 
commentator going for it and providing a plug line which WB used as 
an answer to a blast from the Denver ‘Post’ against the picture. 





Declaring that exhibitors are getting into a better frame of mind on 


business prospects this season, Felix Feist, Metro’s distrib chief, is try- 
ing to sound a cheerful note through a slogan: ‘Be prepared for better 
business.’ 

Exhibs are being bombarded with this phrase through Metro exchanges 
around the country. 





‘Fox Dynamo,’ weekly house organ, starts up again this week after 
having been suspended the past three months, 
Roger Ferri continues as editor. 





‘Rain’ is the first feature completed which has used Western Electric's 
higher frequency system known as ‘wide range.’ 

Before it opens at the Rivoli, N. Y., according to present plans, addi- 
tions will have to be made to the present booth equipment. 





Max Lief and Gordon Kahn have consulted their attorney, Max Chop- 
nick, on a claim for infringement of a college football story they wrote 
and allegedly submitted to Paramount. 

‘Horse Feathers (Marx Bros.), is the alleged infringement. Kahn is 
still scenario writing on the Coast; Lief is back and doing Broadway 
musical comedy librettos. 

With the Broadway columnists now ‘recommending’: books, plays, pic- 
tures, etc., in their columns, they're invited to all the picture premieres 
with the frank idea to ‘Give us a good line we can quote in the ads.’ 

The columnists then extend themselves in their papers, hoping to get 
some extra cinematic ballyhoo, and some even visualize their names in 
lights in front of the picture palaces. . It’s like the old Shubert Winter 
Garden habit, 


World Wide has not yet submitted its treatment on ‘Jarnegan’ to Hays 
codists. There will be no objection to the Jim Tully story-play, if the 
screen adaptation conforms to the code. At the time of the play 
Hays company members, according to the present record, agreed to 
ignore ‘Jarnegan’ but did not officially ban it. 

If the screen treatment emphasizes that the action is associated with 
the early days of Hollywood, it is stated there will ‘be no squawk on 
the story. W-W comes under Hays jurisdiction through its affiliation 
with Educational. 


Publix’s reason for turning over the Rivoli rather than the Rialto tc 
United Artists in New York seems to be that it deems the Rialto is the 
more elastic spot. 

Contention of the theatre circuit is that the Rialto can house any 
picture, regardless of type, and if the film holds anything at all to do 
business with it. The Rivoli, according to this opinion, is prone to react 
more kindly to ‘class’ celluloid. Hence, Publix clinging to the Rialto 
despite that the Rivoli is physically rated by theatre men as the better 
theatre. 





An arrangement for international publicity was tried by United Artists 
and British and Dominions when they tried phone hookup between Lon- 
don, Washington, New York and Hollywood. 

Newspapermen in New York and London sat in on Joseph Schenck 
talking from Washington to the other three points, with execs in each 
place also listening. Hookup cost $6,000. 





United Artists sold its picture rights in ‘Barretts of Wimpole Street’ 
to Metro, which explains how that studio came into possession. UA 


Inside Stuff-Vaude 


In exchange for a postponement of their bookings at the Palladium, 


London, the Three Diamonds last week agreed to accept $350 less than 


their contract calls for when they eventually fulfill the dates. That will 


be $525 a week. In addition to the salary cut, the Diamonds’ original 


four-week booking will be reduced to two weeks. 
The Diamonds asked for the London release to enable them tc go into 
Schwab & DeSylva’s ‘Humpty Dumpty’ musical in New York. It’s their 
first show chance. 
After a series of cables had failed to move George Black, Palladium 
director, to release the American act, his consent to a postponement was 
obtained by the Diamonds’ manager, Charlie Morrison, via trans- 
Atlantic phone call. Morrison represented the Diamonds in the ‘Humpty 
Dumpty’ booking, while the London dates were arranged by the William 
Morris office. Latter has collected its four weeks’ commission from the 
act in advance. 

Condition of the postponement is that the Diamonds shall play the 
Palladium no later than six weeks after termination of their engagement 
in the New York show. 





Sonny Lamont, formerly of the Lamont Family, offered himself for the 
blood transfusion for Eva Tanguay on the Coast because his family had 
been a friend of the vaude headliner for years. He was accepted. 





Irene Franklin back from Lake Charles, La., where she was on vaca- 
tion, is to play the lead in ‘The Torch Bearers’ at Skowhegan, Me., Sept. 
17. She is slated to appear in a new Broadway show later. 

Her husband, Jerry Jarnegan, who appeared with Miss Franklin in 
vaudeville, will remain in Lake Charles, his home town, where he has 
established a music school. He has recovered from a serious illness. 


Inside Stuff—Legit 


Ben Hecht, batting for himself and Gene Fowler, states their new show, 
‘The Great Magoo,’ has not been offered to picture producers as yet. Re- 
ported the latter had turned down the script ' 











Institute Players who hold the Edith Rockefeller McCormick cup, to 
prove they're the best little theatre in Chicago, have an unusually am- 
bitious repertory for the coming season. 

They will produce ‘Merry Go Round,’ ‘The Good Fairy,’ ‘Half Gods,’ 
‘Street Scene,’ ‘Left Bank,’ ‘Meteor’ and ‘Pecr Gynt.’ William Bolitho’s 
‘Overture,’ postponed from last season, is also anticipated. 





Herbert Benze Norton and Jay Romano, students at DePaul Univer- 
sity, Chicago, make their professional debuts as actors with ‘The World 
Between’ at the Adelphi in Chi. 

Their performance in the little theatre tryout last spring won them 
their original parts in the professional version headed by DeWolf Hopper. 





Rod La Rocque whose legit debut in ‘Domino’ was an unfortunate 
break because the critics picked him out for a panning, has gone abroad 
to forget it. Reviewers not only slapped La Rocque in their criticism 
of the show but followed up with further comment unfavorable to him. 

William A. Brady states that if there was an error in the casting of 
the show it wah his fault, not La Rocque’s. The producer was in evidence 
at last week’s premieres, explaining that his wife (Grace George) told 
him that if he went to shows and noted the work of all artists, ‘Domino’ 
would ‘still be playing’ instead of being yanked off after one week. 





George Oppenheimer, the new playwright, who authored ‘Here Today,’ 
current at the Barrymore, N. Y., is a partner in the Viking Press,, book 
publishing firm, which explains his familiarity with Manhattan’s literary 
crowd. 

Possible that he and George S. Kaufman will collaborate on stage 
material. They teamed on a skit inserted in Max Gordon’s ‘Flying 
Colors’ last week in Philly. 

At an intermission on the first night of ‘Here Today,’ Sam H. Harris, 
its producer, was corralled by those autograph hounds. Morrie Ryskind 
approached and remarked: ‘I never knew the guy could really write.’ 


Inside Stuff—Music 


Paul Whiteman, while in Detroit conferring with the General Motors 
bunch on a radio-music deal, was dining with Larry Spier, g. m. of Fa- 
mous Music, in Spier’s hotel room, when the maestro switched the dials 
and got some band on. 

It came through terribly and Spier made no bones about panning the 
combination, whatever it was. It turned out to be Whiteman’s own 
orchestra from the Biltmore, New York, on an NBC hook-up. 








had hoped Katherine Cornell would do it, as she did on the stage, but 
the actress remained cool to pictures. UA then wanted to borrow Norma 
Shearer for the part, but that couldn't be arranged either. 

Since which time it is understood that Metro has promised ‘Barretts’ 
to Marion Davies, although some doubt is expressed on the Coast that 
Miss Davies will ultimately do it. 





Just 12 hours after Radio’s ‘Bring "Em Back Alive’ had concluded its 
second run in Los Angeles territory, at the Pantages in Hollywood, the 
picture topped a double feature bill at the F-WC President, downtown, 
where a 15 cent tariff is in effect daily until 1 o'clock. 

Animal picture had its first L. A. showing at the RKO Orpheum, one 
block away, six weeks ago, 


The late Paul Bern, during the last 16 years, devoted much time and 
money in an attempt to obtain the freedom of Tom Mooney. Last spring, 
in Los Angeles, he financed the production of ‘Precedent,’ which cost 
him close to $5,€00, in the hope that it would attract public attention to 
the Mooney case. 

Governor Rolph shortly after denied a pardon to the prisoner whose 
case was presented to him by James J. Walker. 

Bern was bitterly opposed to Walker's coming to the Coast, feeling 
that his presence at the pardon hearing would be resented by 
Californians. 





Getting an advance showing of ‘Most Dangerous Game’ (Radio) and 
having no company trailer ready in time, Izzy Rappaport of the Hippo- 
drome in Baltimore manufactured his own talking advertising reel with 
the assistance of his manager, Ted Routson, and Harry Kahn, Radio 
exchanre rep. Routson recorded the advertising spiel on a phonograph 
platter, timed to certain scenes clipped out of the picture, the clippings 


Whiteman got on the phone pronto and squawked to the NBC control 
room about the poor transmission, which was the actual cause. 

Incidentally, Whiteman, by the same nervous-dialing, picked up the 
Three Aaron Sisters from Natchez, Miss., that evening and wired the 
girls to hop the next choo-choo to N. Y. and do their stuff with his 
orchestra. 





From a music publisher’s angle Warners, in all its pictures, is 100% 
cooperative with Witmarks. Even in a cafe sequence, the studio sees 
to it that the band is playing some current Witmark plug. In a measure, 
Paramount dittos with its music pub affiliate, Famous, but Metro is the 
least concerned about its Robbins Music Corp. association. Metro studio 
doesn’t bother whose song is played. If there's a sequence in a ballroom 
or cafe, they don't stop to inquire, and Robbins has often felt that a good 
plug has thus been wasted. 

On the other hand, Robbins is equally meticulous about the stuff it 
publishes. It turned down the ‘Song of the Red-Headed Woman’ from 
the Metro picture of that name, and also didn’t think another number, 
from ‘Blondie of the Follies’ (Metro) and for which Edmund Goulding, 
director of that picture, wrote both words and music, was worthy of 
publication. Feist differed and has issued the Goulding song from 
‘Blondie.’ 

WB has even gone to lengths to plug a Witmark song as in the cur- 
rent ‘Blessed Event’ release where ‘Too Many Tears’ is sung by Dick 
Powell, who personates a crooner. In a somewhat inconsistent sequence, 
Powell is shown singing ‘Tears,’ the radio is turned off, for what is about 
a half hour of dramatic action, and when turned on again the same song 
is still permeating through the loud-speaker, almost exactly at the same 
lyric spot where the tune was previously broken off. 

Jacques Renard has plans of spending the major part of his time this 
season around Boston so that he can keep an eye on the Mayfair club, 











being run silent. 
Was particularly effective because of the specific mention of the the- 
atre, city and the date of the showing, the talk relating that the scenes 








ago. 


were rushed by air-mai]l direct from Hollywood for the initia] showing. | 


in which he is a third owner. Last season when the baton juggler did a 
lot of personal appearance wandering with the Camel unit, Renaud’s 
share of the nitery’s loss tipped $12,000. Spot reopens in three weeks, 
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Club Contends Booing Is Permissible 


— 


By Leslie Bloom 


(President Since 1924) 
London, Sept. 1. 


What is the Gallery First Night- 
ers’ Club? asked John Barrymore of 
me when we met in London some 
years ago. I can quite understand 
this question being asked by most 
American performers who have 
never played this country. Our in- 
stitution is an unique one. 

The club was officially founded 
in 1896 ‘to maintain the right of 
playgoers to give free and inde- 
pendent discussions in the theatre 
and to afford facilities for social in- 
tercourse among Gallery’ First 
Nighters.’ ~ This is an extract from 
the original book of rules, 


Most of the members consider 
that.if-people are expected to ap- 
plaud a play it should also be per- 
missible for them to do otherwise, 
i.e., ‘boo.’ Personally, I do not favor 
booing, but would prefer to see an 
inferior received in absolute silence. 

This actually happened the first 
night of ‘Timothy,’ written by David 
Belasco, when not a single person 
in the house applauded. It was the 
most terrifying experience of any 
first night I had ever attended. This 
procedure would happen after many 
a first night, but people in the stalls 
(orchestra) will applaud anything, 
with the result we have audible dis- 
approval in other parts of the house. 

Started in Pub 


Actual founding of the club has 
a romantic flavor. In the late 80's 
ana early 90’s a certain number of 
galleryites used to get together after 
a show and retire to the nearest pub 
tc refresh and discuss the merits of 
the play. This went on for a few 
years, and as they found their num- 
bers growing, and they had to leave 
the premises by 12:15 a. m., it was 
suggested forming a regular club so 
that they could meet and discuss 
the theatre at leisure. 

After the club actually came into 
being, the first big row was over 
‘The Man About Town.’ One of our 
members was arrested, and fined $25 
for creating a disturbance. This was 
a fortune to a Gallery First Nighter 
in those days, and it seemed he 
would have to go to prison. But 
other First Nighters pooled and 
paid the fine. This incident strength- 
ened the position of the club enor- 
mously. We then managed to ob- 
tain almost all the regular gallery- 
ites, 

It is not so easy to become a 
member of the club as it is run for 
the love of the thing, and not as a 
money-making concern. Actors, 
actresses and managers are not eli- 
gible for membership. 

Every prospective member has to 
be proposed and seconded and has 
to prove his interest in the theatre. 
It is only since the war that ladies 
have been admitted as members. 

The subscription today for a man 
is what it was when the club 
started, $2.50 per year. Ladies are 
admitted at $1.25. This we fixed 
to make the club within the reach of 
everyone, Members’ names and 
numbers are kept a secret. 

We hold debates at fortnightly in- 
tervals and members, authors and 
actors come up and join in the dis- 
cussion. Four dinners are held dur- 
ing the season. At the annual af- 
fair our guests consist of native or 
foreign players and authors consid- 

ered to have done good work during 
the preceding year. These dinners 
are informal, evening dress is not 
favored. 

The club claims to be the most 
democratic playgoing club in exist- 
ence. Its presidents, etc., have al- 
ways been genuine gallery boys, the 
club having a rooted objection to 
honorary figure heads. Apart from 
all this, the club’s main object is to 
create interest in the theatre and 
therefore add to the number of peo- 
ple who attend theatres, 

It has been our honor to have en- 
tertained every leading actor, act- 
ress, author and producer connected 
with the theatre in the past, and we 
boast that we were early in discoy- 
ering talent, inasmuch as many a 
guest whom we entertained in their 
early careers have since risen to the 
top. 

Favor Unreserved Seats 

The club favors the unreserved 
gallery, for experience has taught us 
that as soon as a gallery becomes 
bookable, up goes the price and peo- 
ple who generally go to more expen- 
sive parts of the house make for 


Players Hurt in Crash 
Of ‘Colors’ Stage Prop 


Philadelphia, Sept. 12. 

When ‘Flying Colors’ left town 
Saturday night after a three-week 
engagement at the Forrest, there 
was no crying. It had been a tough 
stay all around. The bad opening 
hurt plenty; so did the notices. 

The final blow came last Monday 
when several members of the cast 
were hurt, two of them seriously, 
in a back-stage crash just before 
the finale. 

As the Negro chorus was dancing 
in front of the curtain for the first 
part of the finale, the full set, con- 
sisting of three sets of stairs on 
which the chorus was standing, 
ready to be pushed down stage, col- 
lapsed. To cover the accident, the 
principals of the show went out in 
front in an abbreviated finale. 

Most seriously hurt were Teddy 

West, of West Chester, broken leg, 
and Virginia Whitmore, of this city, 
fractured ankle. Vilma and Buddy 
Ebsen, featured dancers, were also 
injured, but were treated back stage 
as were June Blossom, Carol Ren- 
wick, Irene McBride and Ruth 
Gormley. 
During the rest of the week no 
attempt was made to put on this 
same finale, one of the first act 
drops being used. An entirely new 
number is being readied for New 
York. 


FREE AUTO PARKING 
IN LEGIT, FIRST TIME 


Chicago, Sept. 12. 
R. G. Lydy, parking station owner, 
who is one of Fritz Blocki’s two 
angels for ‘The World Between,’ 
will give free parking at any of his 
stations to patrons of the Adelphi. 
It is the first instance of a legit 
house making any provision for its 
patrons’ convenience, although idea 
is an old one in picture houses. 
After parking the car and getting 
a regular claim check the car- 
owner simply gets the check 
stamped at the box office. 
Opening has been set forward one 
day to Sept. 17 to avoid conflict 
with ‘Of Thee I Sing’ at the Grand 
Sept. 18. 

















WANT PEGGY WOOD 
Lester Fuller and Ben Kamsler 
have begun casting on a new un- 
titled play by John V. A. Weaver. 
To start rehearsals Oct. 15, with an 
opening in Philadelphia three weeks 
later and New York two weeks 
after that, 

Peggy Wood, closing in London's 
‘Cat and the Fiddle’ this week, is 
under negotiation for the lead. 





the cheaper bookable seats, There- 
fore, the genuine galleryite, who can 
only afford a certain amount, is shut 
out. In the case of a success, booked 
gallery seats are known to have 
been purchased in blocks and resold 
in the street at a profit. 

Some of our founding members 
are with us today, and there are 
some remarkable playgoing records 
in the club. I have seen about 3,000 
plays myself. 

Founders of the club were re- 
sponsible for free distribution of 
programs or. first nights. On other 
nights a fee is charged, as programs 
are not free, as in American the- 
atres. The club, in its early days, 
also did considerable work in secur- 
ing as much comfort as possible in 
the gallery. We killed the ‘Packer,’ 
a most objectionable gentleman who 
squeezed two people into the place 
of one 

There is a tendency nowadays to 
dispense with the gallery. This ts 
a serious error, as every actor and 
actress of experience will tell you; 
it is the gallery and pit which are 
the backbone of the theatre. The 
day they disappear from the English 
theatre will see the end of the 
crama, for without enthusiasm the 
theatre cannot live and real enthu- 
siasm only comes from the popular 
rriced parts of the house. 

It is our contention that it is in 
these locations that you find real 
love and interest in the drama. 
Surely if one waits for hours in a 
line to see a play there must be a 





reason, 


YEAR "ROUND STOCK 





McLaughlin’s Cleveland Troupe— 
Leaves Hanna Only Available 


Cleveland, Sept. 12. 

Robert McLaughlin is taking up 
a new five year lease on the Ohio, 
intending to run his stock com- 
pany the year around. Loew owns 
theatre, 

McLaughlin's Cleveland-produced 
‘Mourning Becomes Electra, with 
Clara Joel, goes on tour, opening 
this week in Detroit. Ben Trues- 
dale p. a.-ing it. Current revival 
of ‘Merry Widow,’ held for second 
week with Donald Brian, also 
slated for road. Revival of ‘Pina- 
fore,’ with Fay Templeton, is next 
musical to be tackled by McLaugh- 
lin-Manheim combine, 

With Ohio definitely committed to 
winter stock the Hanna, opening 
this week with ‘Of Thee I Sing,’ will 
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Chagrined Chicagoans See $90,000 
Gross Go to Producer from Norfolk 





Fisher, Trebitsch Debt 
Tilt Over Coast ‘Hat’ 


Los Angeles, Sept. 12. 

Arthur Fisher and Paul Treb- 
itsch, who produced ‘Hang Up 
Your Mat,’ musical, which folded a 
week ago at the Musc Box, each 
is disclaming responsibility for 
depts incurred. Fisher filed a Mu- 
nicvipal court suit against his for- 
mer partner, seeking $1,742 he 
claims to have advanced for the 
production, and $200, wages as gen- 
eral manager. 
Trebitsch sent the labor commis- 
sion, which is trying to. collect 


be the only road legit house ia 
town. Latter is managed by John 
Hale, who succeeds Ansley Whit- 
tendale, 


BAINBRIDGE TURNS T0 








Minneapolis, Sept. 12. 


‘Buzz’ Bainbridge is calling his 
Shubert theatre ‘Bainbridge’s Show 
Boat’ this season. A portion of the 
basement has been converted into 
the replica of a ship’s deck with a 
large bar where beverages will be 
served free between the acts. 


The show boat idea will be car- 
ried out in the auditorium proper 
by means of various decorations and 
sailor uniforms on ushers. An enor- 
mous steamboat siren atop the the- 
atre will blast as a prelude to the 
start of each performance, 


Grace Troy, Minneapolitan and 
former ingenue, will be leading 
woman and Gordon Rhodes leading 
man of the dramatic stock. The 
company also will include Elinor 
Harriott, Kathryn Card, Fred Sulli- 
van and Kermit Rowe. John Dilson 
will direct. The season opens Sep- 
tember 25 with ‘As Husbands Go,’ 
Serious illness of A. G. Bainbridge 
with heart trouble, is postponing the 
reopening of the Shubert stock 
from Sept. 18 to the 25th, 


The other local legit, Metropolitan, 
playing road attractions, reopens 
later in the month with ‘Cynara.’ 


Eight in Play’s Cast 
But 22 in Stage Crew 


There are nearly 70% more in- 
visible persons concerned with ‘Here 
Today’ than actually appear in the 
play, which Sam H. Harris opened 
at the Barrymore theatre last week. 
Cast has eight players, inclusive of 
a servant bit, while backstage there 
are 22 stage hands. 


Show has two sets, an interior 
and an exterior. Latter apparently 
necessitates the numerous crew. It 
is a section of a private beach at 
Nassau. Sand is used weighing 
three and a half tons. Scene is the 
second act and sand is removed for 
the last act house interior, same as 
at the play’s start. 








‘Black Water’ Deferred; 
Needs Script Fixing 


‘Black Water’ a melodrama which 
Earl Carroll announced to reopen 
the Manhattan was postponed fol- 
lowing its try-out last week in 
Brooklyn. Understood the show will 
not come in until later in the sea- 
son. Slated for script revision. 
Carroll made an arrangement with 
the Manufacturers’ Trust to present 
shows in the Manhattan which the 
bank took over from Arthur Ham- 
merstein through forec!osure. It 
was intended to spot the new ‘Van- 
ities’ there, but the manager 
switched the revue to the Broadway 
theatre. Understood Carroll has an 
option to buy the Broadway former- 
ly controlled by B. S. Moss. Man- 
hattan has no immediate attraction 
in sight. 





——— 


Tryout Spot Reopens 

Boulevard Theatre in Jackson 
Heights opened last night to again 
present legit attractions for North 
Shore of Long Island, 

Louis F, Werba again handling 
house. New play presented by A. 
H. Woods ‘The Stork Is Dead,’ was 





the opener, 


PICTURE HOUSE BALLY 


$1,129 in unpaid salaries, a state- 
ment that he was brought here 
from New York by Fisher, who was 
to provide his living expenses and 
pocket money until he landed a film 
job. When this didn’t materialize, 
pair put on ‘Hat, with Fisher as- 
suming all financial responsibility, 
Trebitsch alleges, 


ILLINOIS WANTS $2 
PLAYS FOR LAST TRY 


Chicago, Sept. 12. 

Deal for the Illinois theatre is cold 
between Harry J. Powers and the 
Christian Science church. A bond- 
holders committee meeting last 
week endorsed Powers’ idea to try 
cheap legit scaled at $2.20 top in 
the theatre originally built in 1900. 
Powers and Rollo Timponi are 
expected to visit New York for the 
purpose of lining up attractions in 
line with the new policy. Ultimate- 
ly the Illinois will be torn down and 
the property converted to commer- 
cial purposes but pending an up- 
turn in the depression the make- 
shift policy was decided upon. 

Bondholders committee reduced 
the issue from $750,000 to $650,000 
on a legal point not involving cash. 


Coast’s ‘Intermission’ 
Scheduled for B’way 


Los Angeles, Sept. 12. 
Harold A, Berg has put ‘Inter- 
mission’ in rehearsal at the Bilt- 
more here, with the comedy sched- 
uled to play the Lobero, Santa Bar- 
bara, Sept. 23-24, and a two weeks’ 
run in San Francisco at the Colum- 
bia, beginning Sept. 26. Play then 
comes here for the Biltmore. 
In the cast are Madge Bellamy, 
Judith Voselli,, Donald Keith, Jack 
Trent and Selmar Jackson, with 
other players yet to be selected. 
Pat McCoy is directing the play by 
Irving Kaye Davis. 
Following the L. <A, run, Berg 
plans to take the attraction to Den- 
ver, Chicago and into New York for 
a Jan, 2, opening. 

















Jack Osterman Joins 
Shubert Show in Detroit 


Detroit, Sept. 12. 

Jack Osterman hopped in from 
New York on a hurry call from the 
Shuberts last week to fill a gap in 
the new ‘Passing Show.’ Troupe 
went to Cincinnati after opening 
here. 

Osterman stepped into Ted Healy's 
spot which the producers figured 
could be filled wthout adding to the 
cast after Healy had walked dur- 
ing rehearsals in New York. 
‘Passing Show,’ a revived title 
dropped by the’ Shuberts some 
years ogo, was, ‘Greenwich Village 
Foiiies’ when it started rehearsals. 
Much of its material has been sal- 
vaged from the New York summer 
musical, ‘Hey, Nonny Nonny,’ 
which ran about three weeks there. 





Roof for Tent Troupe 
Dover, O., Sept. 2. 
Edith Ambler Players concluded 
its summer season under canvass at 
the fair grounds here Sept. 10, a 
total of 18 weeks. 
Equipment will be stored at the 
fair grounds until next spring, and 
the company will open in an Ohio 
city soon for a winter engagement 
Ambler Players played 30 con- 
secutive weeks at the G. O. H. here 
for tne union stage hands and mu- 





ee 


Chicago, Sept. 12. 

Local showmen, theatrical pro- 
moters, and men who have been in 
the theatrical business all their 
lives have stood around in the past 
fortnight and watched with envious 
eyes a rank outsider run up a 
bankroll in four operatic perform- 
ances at Soldiers’ Field. That out- 
sider is H. H. Fisher, a department 
store owner of Norfolk, Virginia, 
with no previous knowledge of show 
business. 

Grosses on the four performances, 
two more than originally scheduled, 
were approximately: 

‘Aida,’ $35,000. 

‘Trovatore,’ $10,000 (rainy), 

‘Carmen,’ $25,000. 

‘Rusticana,’ $20,000. 

As a result of this click, Fisher 
and his impresario, Alfredo Sal- 
maggi, have taken the Studebaker 
theatre on a flat rental basis for 
10 weeks starting Oct. 11 and will 
present a season of opera at $2.50 
top. Studebaker has 1,300 seats. 

There will be a repertory of 20 
operas and about 24 principal sing- 
ers plus the chorus formerly at- 
tached to the bankrupt Civic Opera. 
Vive performances a week will be 
given at the Studebaker and on the 
sixth night, Monday, one perform- 
ance will be given at the Pabst 
theatre, Milwaukee. 


Frisco Galvanized by 
Fiddle’s’ $100,000 Run 


San Francisco, Sept. 12. 


Marathon run of ‘Cat and Fiddle’ 
which may be lengthened to 10 
weeks at the Curran, is deemed re- 
sponsible for snapping local legit 
field back into action. 


Gross of approximately $100,000 
on ‘Fiddle’s’ past seven weeks has 
delayed Los Angeles showing of the 
piece and decided Belasco & Curran 
upon a roadshow company, for 
which auditions are currently being 
held here. 

Meanwhile, Ralph Pincus is line 
ing up a flock of dates for Erlange 
er’s Columbia, first of which, ‘Ine 
termission,’ bows in next Monday 
night (19) with a cast including 
Madge Bellamy, Alberta Vaughn, 
Judith Voselli, Pat O'Malley, Gaye 
lord Pendleton, Donald Smith, 
yeorge Harris and Jack Trent. A 
revival of ‘The Bat,’ a Coast presen- 
tation of ‘Mourning Becomes 
Electra’ and a Walter Hampden 
season are other tentative Columbia 
bookings. 

Henry Duffy signed Billie Burke 
last week for ‘The Marquise’ which 
she will do at the Alcazar here and 
El Capitan in Hollywood. Though 
not definite, Duffy probably will 
bring Pauline Frederick in ‘As 
Husbands Go’ from El Capitan, 
where it’s currently showing, to 
Alcazar, reopening O’Farrel street 
house which is now dark after a 
week of ‘G-2.’ 

Co-op group, Actors’ Club got 
under way at Community Playhouse 
this week with ‘Officer 666’ to fair 
business. 








Balto. Musicians Snub 
Legit’s 4-Man Demand 
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Baltimore, Sept. 
Whiie the musicians locally 
settled next year’s contracts 
every cther theatre in town, 
are still in warm discussion 
Ford's, the legit house, with 
hint of a break over terms, pare 
ticularly those concerning the min- 
imum number of men in the pit. 
Musical Union, through its chief, 
Henry Mayers, has rejected the 
legit spot's offer of a four-man 
minimum in the trench. Outline of 
contract as submitted in return by 
Mayers calls for a nine men basic 
roster, with the rate to be one and 
one-half times regular scale if the 
house runs less than 25 shows. If 
the spot gets more than 25 shows 
through the season the scale auto- 
matically reverts to the standard 
salary. 


—— ee 


Alabama Rep. Co. 
Birmingham, Sept. 12 
Jack Crawford is recruiting a rep 
company for Gadsden, Ala., where 
he operated last year before bring- 
ing a show to Birmingham. 
The show will probably be at thé 





sicians., 





Gadsden theatre, 
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Chicago, Sept. 12. 

A surprise move sent a Shubert 
nouse staff into the Harris theatre 
nine days before the opening of 
‘Another Language.’ Harry Ross- 
nagle, manager, and Manny Ker- 
wein, treasurer, both attached ta 
the Harris under the former Shu- 
bert arrangement returned, dis- 
placing non-Shubertites who had 
started to work. 

Situation on the twin theatres is 
very complicated. Dickey Estate 
was reported as incensed when dis- 
were 
Crosby Gaige’s partner in the latest 
operating setup. It is understood 
the Estate did not know the Shu- 
berts put up cash deposits for Gaige 
or would be associated in the op- 
eration of the houses although ap- 


‘parently the Estate was willing to 


take Shubert attractions. 

When the former thréé-way deal 
between the Shuberts, Crosby Gaige 
and Arch Selwyn was cancelled by 
the owners, Dickey Estate accepted 
a new operating compromise which 
was supposed to exclude the Shu- 
berts. Or at least it was gener- 
ally thought to mean Lee and Jake 
would have no voice in the man- 
agement. 

Mix-Up 

It is still believed locally that 

handle 


Col. William Roche will 
both houses and the Shubert 
staff was given to understand 


that their connection was purely 


temporary. For _a time it seemed 
that ‘Another Language’ might 
‘make a last minute’ switch to 


an outside theatre. Mixup was by 
report partly due to the Dickey 
Estate’s wrath at the turn events 
were taking and partly due to Ar- 
thur Beckhardt’s claiming the Shu- 
bert-authorized contract for the 
engagement was gimmicked. One 
of the provisos reputedly excused 
the Shuberts from sharing on ad- 
vertising except Thursday, Friday 
and Saturday. Beckhardt is a new 
producer. Temporary diplomatic 
treaty was finally patched up be- 
tween all parties for the duration 
of ‘Another Language.’ 

Meanwhile the Chicago end of the 
U.B.O. doesn’t make sénse, Shu- 
berts seem to be negotiating as in- 
dividuals and nobody knows what's 
what. Apollo lost its first booking, 
*‘The Passing Show,” which proved 
to be ns.g. in Detroit. Although 
promised for later it may never 
arrive and meanwhile the Apollo 
has nothing. 

‘Cynara’ got nowhere at the Grand 
and there will be a week’s darkness 
until ‘Of Thee I Sing’ barges in 
Sept. 18. Locally it is thought Sam 
Harris diverted his musical to the 
Grand to help George M. Cohan out. 
Musical was originally mentioned 
for the Harris or Selwyn. 

Question of musicians union and 
the signing of house orchestras 
through Shuberts at the Harris and 
Selwyn is also involved in the 
Dickey Matate angle from a nepert. 


PROMOTING MONTREAL 
AS KEY TO CAN. TOUR 


Montreal, Sept. 12. 
Hector Dutrisac, former manager 
of His Majesty’s theatre, has taken 
over the lease of the house and has 
plans for bringing legit shows in 








and promoting them for. tours 
through Canada. 
Dutrisac spent last week in 


New York talking over with book- 
ing and producing offices, Bruce 
Noble, head of the Canadian Pacific 
theatrical department, and with 
Bert Land, who represents several 
Canadian theatrical interests. 
Ottawa, Sept. 12, 

No move has been made to re- 
build the Embassy theatre, partially 
destroyed by fire last July. Hence, 
any hope of legit attractions for the 
Canadian Capital this season has 
been dissipated. 


WIRE COLUMBUS’ LEGIT 


Columbus, Sept. 12. 

Hartman theatre, sole legit spot 
here, is being wired for sound. 
Lessee, Great Lakes Theatres, Inc., 
claims that shows headed west this 
season will remain the principal 
fare, screen being used only 
fill-ins. 

Put it looks bad to the locals who 
ponder where they'll have to go to 
see a stage show of any kind. 





resulted since Earl Carroll and others 











for | 


Shuberts Control Harris, Chicago: 
Much Contusion as to How and Why 








‘BOAT’ GIRLS DESERT 


Quit $30 Jobs for More Pay In) 
Other Musicals | 





Many switches in the ‘Show Boat’ 
chorus at the Casino, N. Y., have 


have been taking away the Ziegfeld 
girls. 

Matter of coin, the ‘Boat’ revival 
paying $30 with Carroll and the 
other musical producers going $50 
up to $100. 


Wife of ‘Hotel’ Angel 





} Willi 


'Chalfonte Orphan in 
Chorus of ‘Show Boat’ 


The late Lucille Chalfonte’s 17- | 
year-old daughter, Willi Loo, is now | 


in the chorus of Ziegfeld’s ‘Show |] 
Boat’ at the Casino, N. Y. | 

The diva, who committed suicide | 
in Paris recently, was a friend of | 


ex-Mayor Jimmy Walker who sent 
Loo to A. C. Blumenthal for 
a berth in the line. 


'NONA’ AT 70-30 


| . ‘Nona,’ which Peggy Fears is pre- 
senting with Leenore Ulric starred, 


will arrive’ on Broadway at the 
Avon (formerly ‘the Klaw). Show 
first slated for. Henry Miller's, but 





Another Addition to 


Femme Legit Invasion 





Mrs, Harry Moses will direct her 
husband’s. next production, ‘Dan- 
gerous Corner,’ the new G. B. 
Priestly play. Mrs. Moses is the 
latest femme recruit to a steadily 
growing contingent of women ac- 
tivity in legit. 

Beginning with the production ac- 
tivities of Katherine Cornell last 
season, starring herself in ‘Bar- 
retts of Wimpole Street,’ the num- 
ber of women producers has grown 
steadily. Rosalie Stewart has again 
announced she will produce on her 
own. Peggy Fears (Mrs. A. C. Blu- 
menthal) produced one play and has 
announced a half-dozen others, and 
several nights ago Elizabeth Miele 
produced ‘Best Years,’ 

Eve Le Gallienne is an. old hand 
now at producing, as is also The- 
resa Helburn, one of the Theatre 
Guild executives. Ann Ayres has 
announced her intention to produce 
a play within several .weeks,. and 
Margaret Hewes is an active mem- 
ber of,the: Doran, Ray & Hewes pro- 
ducing firm which swings into ac- 
tivity within the next. fortnight. 
Pauline. Frederick last season staged 
a play, and for some time Ethel 
Barrymore considered the advisa- 
bility of. producing her own plays, 
with that still a possibility. * 

Mrs. Moses, the latest recruit, has 
not been previously connected with 
legit in any official way, although 
she is generally given credit in le- 
git circles for having found ‘Grand 
Hotel’ and urged her husband, then 
a manvyfacturer, to, back Harmon 
Shumlin’s . production. It . .was 
largely.due to the success of this 
play that Moses decided to try _pro- 
ducing on his own. 


HEALY BEFORE EQUITY 
IN SHUBERT WALKOUT 


Ted Healy is ordered to appear 
before the Equity council on Sept. 
20 to explain his signing of an un- 
approved contract wih the Shuberts 
prior to his walking out of the 
‘Passing Show’ during rehearsals: 
In a ruling already made, Equity 
refused to censure the comedian for 
his walk. 

Equity charges that Healy’s con- 
tract was signed githout being aub- | 
mitted to the association for ap- 
provai, with this constituting a 
violation. 

Healy is playing for RKO over 
the Shuberts’ protest. RKO was 
sustained by Equity in its conten- 
tion that the legit firm has no claim 
on the comic. ‘Passing Show’ 
opened last week in Detroit minus 
Healy and with nobody in his place | 
in the cast. 


Marshall Sailing; Joins | 
Wife in ‘Language’ 


Hollywood, Sept. 12. 

Finishing ‘Evenings for Sale’ at | 
Paramount, Herbert Marshall leaves | 
here Oct. 1 for New York, to sail} 
on Oct. 7 for England. 
He goes to appear with his wife, | 
Edna Best, in the London produc- | 
tion of ‘Another Language.’ | 


| 
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WM. GREW BANKRUPT 
William Albert Grew, playwright, 
has filed. a voluntary petition in 


bankruptcy with the United States | 
| Court, Gives his liabilities as| 
$27,842 and assets none. Most of | 
| the obligations involve loans and | 


tradesmen debts. 


| House is 


| Minneapolis 
| Blackwell, 
\E ield was in the Wharf summer try- | 
lout 


| rent. 
| to skelton crews. 


the deal fell through. Show will 
play 70-30 straight sharing terms. 

That is the highest percentage for 
a straight show yet to be booked on 
Broadway. Some musicals have re- 
ceived that split, but no drama has 
heretofore secured such_ terms. 
independent without af- 
filiations with either Erlanger’s or 
Shuberts, which may explain the 
high percentage favoring the show. 


EQUITY’S FILM-TABLOID 
HOOK-UP IS ABANDONED 


Proposed, picture house-legit, con- 
nection on a national scale, using 
tableid versions of dramas and 


comedies, has’ been subjected to 
considerable change, particularly as 
to sponsorship. Equity planned to 
assist in the launching of the proj- 
ect, known as the National Players, 
Inc., but has severed all connections 
with it. 


Frank Gillmore explained that 
because the policy of picture houses 
could not be reconciled with 
Equity’s limit of 10 performances 
weekly for stock (which the tab 
shows would approximate in rating) 
he and Paul Turner, ‘Equity’s coun- 
sel. had withdrawn from the board 
of governors. Latter and Mrs. 
Emily Holt also of Equity’s legal 
staff are among the incorporators, 


Equity thought the tab show idea 
would work out by giving perform- 
ances lasting an hour and a half, 
six nights weekly, and four mati- 
nees but no Sunday performances. 
Picture people said that couldn’t be 
done, that the. performance could 
only run one hour and that each tab 
would haye to play in each show, 
meaning three or four times daily. 


It was stated Monday that Er- 
ward Turner, brother of the Equity 
lawyer, and. James Thatcher, well 
known stock manager, would carry 
on the dramatic. tab idea. 

Equity, it is declared, had no in- 
terest in the scheme other than to 
put actors to work and to sit in an 
advisory capacity on the legit end 
of the scheme, 

National Players :starts on its tab 
project this week. First production 
is ‘Ghost Train,’ opening for a try- 
lout at the Staten Island Paramount 
this Wednesday (14). 














Two B’way Offers is 


‘Pine St.” Warf Tryout 





The Shuberts and John D. Wil- 
jiams, among others, are bidding for 
9 Pine Street,’ a new play by Wil- 
liam Miles and Donald Blackwell, 
which was tried out last week by 
the Warf Players in Provincetown. 

Play, basedon the notorious Lizzie 
Borden murder case, is by Miles, a 
newspaperman, and 

who’s an acor. Sylvia 
may be retained for 
productions. 


and 
Broadway 


Jitters for L. A. Specs 
Los Angeles, Sept. 12. 


Downtown and Hollywood ticket | 


| agencies are at lowest ebb in years 
|} with only one legit attraction cur- 


Personnel has been reduced 
Aside from ‘As 
| Husbands Go,’ current at El Cap- 
itan, only pasteboards being handled 
by the agencies are for the twice 
weekly boxing shows. 

Situation not expecied to pick up 


for 30 days at least. 


AB WAY RECORD 


‘| Ladder’ 


the | 


PREGUTIMATE 


V. eter pict 


ll Weeks Before Showdown, Shubers. 


Receivers Have to Speed Production 





OPERETTA AUDITIONS 


| Recheoahar, N. Y., Civic Music Ass’n’s 
Quest for Eastman Theatre 
Rochester, N. ¥., Sept. 12. 

Rochester Civic Music Association 
is conducting auditions to discover 
hidden vocal talent. Idea is to get 
new voices for light opera produc- 
tions in the Eastman theatre, 

Four light operas are scheduled 
for the Eastman, which is now un- 
der the direction of the Eastman 
School of Music. They will include 
‘Merry Widow,’ ‘Robin Hood,’ 
‘Naughty Marietta,’ and ‘Red Mill.’ 
Talent is not paid as training is 
considered recompense, Hence need 
of newcomers in each production. 
Alonzo Price is the producer and 
Paul White and Guy Fraser Harri- 
son assist in the auditions. 

Last year similar operatic efforts 
packed them at $1 top. 





| 





Davis Could Angel Few 
More ‘Ladders’ on His 


Latest Tex. Oil Strike 


Brockton, Mass., Sept. 12. 
Edgar B. Davis, who.angeled ‘The 
and kept. this flop. going 
with. free shows on Broadway, has 
added to his millions by a rich 
strike in oil at Buckeye, Metagorda 
county, Texas. 

Davis’ latest comes after 25 fail- 
ures, two of which cost him $1,500,- 
000, 


UNION WAGE PACT FOR 
KEYS; N. Y. DEADLOCKED 


Stage hands wage scales have 
been adjusted in all the. key cities 
except. New York. New agreements 
calling for reduced wages were ef- 
fected by Leonard E...Bergman of 
Erlanger’s and. David Finestone of 
the Shuberts, who made a. two 
weeks’ tour and conferred with the 
various locals. Boston agreed to a 
10% cut, with the broken time re- 
duction, 15%. 

The New York situation is still 
deadlocked. Hoped for conference 
was held up last week because of 
trouble in the picture operators or- 
ganization which is part of the stage 
hands’ union. 


Tearle Back to Stage 

















After many dozen years in pic- 
tures Conway. Tearle. returns to 
Broadway to lead the cast of ‘Din- 
ner at Eight,’ the George S. Kauf- 
man-Edna Ferber comedy which 
Sam H. Harris will produce. Other 
principals include Ann Andrews and 
Paul Harvey. 

Show calls for 11 scenes and 34 
speaking parts, It is aimed for the 
Music Box early next month when 
‘Of Thee I Sing’ is due to move to 
Chanin's 46th Street. 



































Billie Burke Repeating 


In ‘Marquise’ on Coast 
Hollywood, Sept. 12. 

Opening at the El Capitan Sept. 

25, Billie Burke will do Noel Cow- 

ard’s ‘The Marquise’ for Henry 
Duffy. 

David Burton, who 

play at the Ambassador, New 
lagain staging. 


directed the 
York, 





McOwens Inside 

Ottumwa, Ia., Sept. 12. 
Hazel McOwen players, tent ag- 
| gregation that has been drawing in 
a spot on Church street, under 
| cove *r, opened the fall season of the 
New Grand with 
| policy. 
In tor indef stay. 


Smith Case as Play 


A. H. Woods is considering 4a 
script of a melodrama said to have 
been inspired by Libby Holman- 
Smith Reynolds affair. 


It is'a mystery play 


John Montagu, 





{ 
| The 


In ‘Sing’s’ Successor 


a musical comedy | 


written by) 


the Shubert 
| Theatre Corporation have just il 
te eks in which to better the finan- 
cial standing of the business, other- 
wise the receivership will face 
liquidation. The end of the budget 
period is Dec. 1, at which time the 
receivers will appear before federal 
Judge Francis Coffey and outline 
their activities. 

The receivership period however 
is dated to expire Dec. 2. If at that 
time sufficient progress can be 
shown it may be extended through 
the season, 

The chances for or against the 
receivers building up the estate will 
probably not be clarified for an- 
other six weeks. To date they have 
little to show although the receiver- 
ship is interested in four attractions 
in part or wholly. Two of the quar- 
tet are of last season’s production, 
one being ‘Smiling Faces,’ panned 
at the Shubert. ‘Best Years,’ which 
opened at the Bijou last week, does 
not figure for better than moderate 
money. Receivership has a 50% in- 
terest in the show. 


Staff Recalled 


‘Cyrana’ (also of last season's 
product) which has been playing 
Chicago is looked upon as a gure 
money, playing. stands where the 
Erlanger - Shubert - Theatre Guild 
subscriptions are counted on. Next 
new show for the receivers will be 
‘Cain’s Sister’, That will probably 
be followed by the musical. ‘Cyrano 
de Bergerac’, first presented by the 
St. Louis Municipal Opera, directed 
by the Shuberts. Receivers first 
musical this season is ‘Americana’ 
which opens in Phila. this week, 

In addition to shows, the receiv- 
ers look for revenue from. produc- 
tions of other managers which have 
been and will be booked into re- 
ceivership theatres. As forecast Lee 
Shubert is the most active in re- 
ceivership productions with Joseph 
Gaites his chief aide. Gaites, who 
as a producers specialized on mu- 
sicals, is handling ‘Americana’ 
which will probably follow ‘Smiling 
Faces’ into the Shubert. 

The Shubert office has reas- 
sembled its general staff, most of 
which was ordéred to take long va- 
cations last May. The few depart- 
ments’ heads who were retained 
over the summer, had their salaries 
slashed. Clerks and other office help 
will be engaged when production is 
more active. 

Hearings before. Charles Evans 
Hughes, Jr., named by the court to 
recommend one way or another on 
the application of the independent 
Shubert bondholders for an audit of 
the books since the inception of the 
corporation, are expected to begin 
soon. Should the audit be ordered 
it will mean an investigation of the 
Shuberts and their methods of do- 
ing business. 


BOSTON MGRS.-DAILIES 
WANT CASEY TO STAY 


Boston, Sept. 12. 

City Censor John Casey's im- 
pending compulsory retirement as a 
municipal employee, under the Pen- 
sion Act, is being fought by local 
theatre managers who want him 
retained. 

Casey, despite the rigid censor- 
ship which has made him nationally 
known, has such a reputation for 
square dealing that the managers 
have no desire to lose him. 

Casey is a former showman and 
despite his reputation has a record 
'of having only barred two shows 
from Boston in 20 years. His re- 
tirement in November may be 
averted by creating a special com- 
| missioner’s berth to get around the 
| law. 
| Local newspapers have joined 
| with the managers in the move to 
|}retain Casey as censor. 


receivers for 


























‘Bond Okay; ‘Flanders’ 
| Resumes Rehearsals 
} 
| 
| 


Los Angeles, Sept. 12. 
being postponed two months 
; lack of chorus Equity bond, 
into re- 
week with the 
Finger, operator 
Spanish film and 


| ‘Rose of Flanders’ goes 
|hearsal again this 
| bas king of Josenh 
of the California, 
isex show stand, 
Show is slated for 
in or Carthay Cirele, 
lin October. 


either a May- 
opening early 
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Plays on 





BALLYHOO OF 1932 


Revue featuring Willie and Eugene How- 
ard, with Jeanne Aubert and Lulu McCon 
nell sub-featured. Music by Lewis E 
Gensler; book, Norman Anthony; dances, 


Bobby Connolly; 


ing and supervision. 
a piece. Lyrics by E. Y. Harburg. 
Girski's 


scenery and costumes by 
Russell Patterson, which quartet is algo the 
managerial combination credited for stag- 
Lee Shubert also has 
Sam 
Ballyhoo orchestra directed by 


Max Meth; orchestrations by Hans Spialek; 


additional dialog, Sig Herzig; book direct 
by Gus Shy. 
Principals—Bob Hope, 








Florence Earle, 





Our Hebrew Friend— 


JULIAN ROSE 
“LEVINSKY" 


Delineator of Hebrew 
Eccentricities 


JULIAN ROSE — Royal Com- 
mand Performance, May 22, 
1930—Before their Majesties 
The King and Queen—Palla- 
dium, London, 


JULIAN ROSE—Engaged by Mr. 
Basil Dean as featured come- 
dian in Gracie Fields’ Big Film, 
‘Looking on the Bright Side,’ 
for Associated Radio Pictures, 
Ltd., London, NOW. 


JULIAN ROSE—Engaged by Mr. 
John Maxwell to Star in a big 
Comedy Film, ‘Grand otel 
Blumberg’—for British Inter- 
national Pictures, Elstree, Lon- 
don, in AUGUST. 


‘JULIAN ROSE—Now negotiat- 
- ing to star in a big comedy 
film, ‘Levinsky’s Wedding,’ 
with Regal Film Co. Ltd., 
LONDON, NOVEMBER. 

JULIAN ROSE—Booked One 
Week in Every Six at the Lon- 
are’ Pavilion till the end of 


JULIAN ROSE — Solely Repre- 
sented by and how— 


JULIUS DAREWSKI’S 
AGENCY 


18, Charing Cross Road 
LONDON, W. C. 2 


Cable Address 


Juldarski Westrand London 
Always 








Osborne 


Paul Hartman Lucille Clay : 

Ralph Sanford, Milton Leroy Donald Stew- 
art, Vera Marshe, Jack Stillman and Prie 
cilla Gurney (specialty dance), Tom Harty, 
Billy Marvil, Hugh Cameron, Nina Mae 


Edna Pence, Alice Carleton. 


Mc Kinney, Banks 
Lin 


Dancers 
Mildred 
Forbes, <r > : 
i tilpin, Gloria 
Goldea, Srene Hamlin, Helen Hannan, Ann 
Hardman, Pearl Harris, Jane Lane, Con- 
stance Madison, Evelyn March, Sonny Nel- 
son, Catherine Reynolds, Bernice Roberts, 
Rita Stone, Ruth ene Dorothy Van Hest, 

eber, Flo Spink. 
gg a a BA Barker, Patricia Brooks, 
Ethel Britton, Phyllis Carrol, Teresa Cor- 
dova, Pat Dolan, Irene Stevens, Ruth 
Reiter, Olivia Scevioure, Frances Sinclair, 
drucilla Strain. 
~Gontioinen of the Ensemble—Leon Alton, 
Al Bloom, Jack Coogan, Ray Dawley, Jack 
Douglas, Buddy Hertelle, Dock Kennedy, 


Marjorie Baglin, Firley ] 
Lucille Brodin, Marion 
Coswell, Dorothy Day, 
Glennon, Rosalind 


Borst, 





sill Meader, Gordon Merrick, John Peters, 
Sack Ross, Sid Salzer, Dan Weyler, Joe 
"a Gro. Todd Clarence, Sim- 


; s— Nixon 
aut ten, Felix Douglas, Joe Willis, Mau- 
rice Willis, Lloyd Mitchell, Paul Johnson, 
Frederick Whieldin, + N. Broadnox, Juane 
dez, John Ricks. 

eetion Rasch Girls—Dorissa_ Nelova, 
(leading dancer), Helen Carson, Vida Mc- 
Lain, Margaret Durande, Ruth Fischer, 
Josephine Robert, Inga Anderson, Mary 
Brook, Marguerite Slattery, 





‘Ballyhoo’ is a bad show. It has 
an indifferent first act and a poor 
second stanza. It’s in poor comedy 
taste in the main and, what's worse, 
lacking the saving grace of being 
funny. 

In Willie and Eugene Howard the 
revue lacks sufficient lodestone, even 
at $3.85. The rest of the sub-fea- 
tured people mean almost nothing, 
taking in Jeanne Aubert, who is 
next most prominently underlined, 
with Lulu McConnell, Bob Hope, 
Vera Marshe, Hugh Cameron, Gloria 
Gilbert, Tom Harty and Donald 
Stewart, plus nine Albertina Rasch 
specialty dancers, also prominent. 
Of the principals, Hope is the most 
engaging as a light comedian and 
quondam m.c., and the sensation- 
ally ballet-whirling Miss Gilbert is 
a sure-fire show-stopper. 

The show lays itself wide oven 
with Bob Hope, in a stage box, fea- 
turing a ‘complaint dept.’ as te 
opening scene. Later on there's au- 
dience-stoogery crossfire which tag- 
lines that ‘I can’t get my money 
back; I came in on a pass.’ It’s not 
as bad as that, but both quips too 
literally: suggest themselves as pain- 
fully appropriate. ’ 

The multiplicity of artificers has 
produced a totally indifferent en- 
semble. Lewis E. Gensler’s score is 
bright and possessed of a couple of 
possibilities, but you'd never suspect 
‘Thrill Me’ by the manner in which 
Jeanne Aubert didn’t sell it; nor 
‘Riddle Me This,’ by the slurring 
delivery; nor ‘How Do You Do It?, 
although that was the best sold. 

Norman Anthony's book is very 
‘Ballyhoo’. Mr. Anthony has a 
funny, if ribald monthly in the pub- 
lication which skyrocketed up to a 
2,000,000 circulation (from reports), 
but has leveled off to 590,000-600,- 
000 copies a month, but it’s one 
thing to be privately edified by 
bathroom fixture comedy of a du- 
bious quality, and another to take 
the Crane plumbing company’s fix- 
tures on to the rostrum and build a 
scene about it. 

Mr. Anthony, as an astute hu- 
morous publication editor, might 
also see much that’s amusing in 
nudist colony comedy, but it’s some- 























BILLY ROSE 


announces 


BILLY ROSE’S 
REVUE 


And a New Play 


"THE GREAT MAGOO’ 


BEN HECHT and GENE FOWLER 


by 


feECH 


TEiMATE 


Tuesday, September 13, 1932 
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thing else again to do a nudist strip 
on the stage and have Florence 
Earle tagline, as her daughter's 
swain doffs the undie, ‘Beautiful!’ 
That may be great stuff perhaps 
after a session at Tony’s, but cold 
sober in a Shubert house which 
still boasts a distinction from Min- 
sky's, it’s out of place. 





nolUy’s terp mounting was, per usual, 





Of the quadruple entrepreneur- 
artificers, Bobby Connolly alone on 
his dances and Russell Patterson, 
with his designs for scenery and 
costumes, did themselves justice. 
Petterson displayed a flair for a 
novelty school of decor; and Con- 


wholly professional although not 
particularly distinguished, and suf- 


HERE TODAY 


Comedy im three acts presented at the 
Ethel Barrymore theatre Sept. 6 by Sam 
H. Harris; written by George Oppenheimer; 
Ruth Gordon starred; staged by George 5. 
Kaufman. 

Jeffrey Windrew..s..seece..Geoffrey Bryant 
Gertrude. ...ececesocsecese- Elizabeth Taylor 
Philip GraveS..eccecees.-Donald Macdonald 
Claire Windrew., .scceceesseesess Sally Bates 
Mrs. Windrew..seece.-..Charlotte Granville 
Stanley Dale...esceeess--Charles D. Brown 
Mary Hilliard. .ecccoccsesceess- Ruth Gordon 
Spencer Grant..cecescesceess- Paul McGrath 





Sam H. Harris got a double break 


are merely people here today and 
gone tomorrow. 

Stanley and Mary have come over 
from Miami, having heard that Phil 
is rushing a girl They had been 
drinking for weeks, and in that con- 
dition oftem wandered about: As 
Phil tells it, once when on a bender 
they came to in Siam. 

They decide to help Philip realize 
his new matrimonial goal upon 
learning that Claire is already en- 


(Contrnued on page 75) 











Raschites, 

‘Ballyhoo’ starts out as a house- 
organ for the magazine and winds 
up that way, with an anti-climax 
the first half in ‘Ballyhujah,’ the 
finale of the initial stanza. 

Through it all there was an ob- 
vious striving for the same gatiriza- 
tion of advertising which is the 
keynote of the publication; and, 
while it could have paved the way 
for a sparkling burlesque of com- 
ternporaneous American modes and 
manners, it missed fire completely. 

Indifferent impression concerning 
Jeanne Aubert, as first gathered 
when she went.French collegiate in 
‘Bonne Nouvelles’ (‘Good News’ at 
the Palace music hall, Paris, three 
years or so ago), still obtains in 
hev transplanted American theatre. 
She alone had her moments in the 
‘Hollywood Training Camp’ scene 
wien she love-wrestled with her 
sundry vis-a-vis. Her initial en- 
trance in ‘Thrill Me,’ with Milton 
Leroy opposite, was more calis- 
thenic than vocal. 

The rowdy street car scene with 
a plumbing fixture (not a bathtub) 
as a prop whereon Lulu McConnell 
sits and engages in double entendre 
of very poor taste was next. 

The wedding number had a 
‘Bromo Seltzer and You’ number 
which may substantiate a report the 
Emerson bromo company has a few 
bucks in the production which, 
however, is mainly ‘Ballyhoo Maga- 
zine’ money (meaning George T. 
Delacorte, Jr. and Anthony), along 
with Lee Shubert who also has a 


piece. 
Don Stewart led ‘How Do You 
Do It? with the chorus in strik- 


ingly sensuous terp formation back- 
ing up. Jack Stillman and Pris- 
cilla Gurney here contribed a spe- 
cialty. 

The ‘Talker Backer’ radio scene, 
with the recalcitrant microphone 
that rebutts to the radio speaker, 
has its moments. Willie Howard 
led ‘Man About Yonkers,’ stronger 
lyrically than anything else. 

The nudist scene and then ‘Bally- 
hujah,’ the finale, including the Ben 
Hur stables’ horses on a treadmill 
in a typically trite Shubert finish. 
Nina May McKinley, colored 


srake-hipster, led off ‘Love, Nuts 
and Noodles’ on resumption. <A 
Scotch blackout, so-so, next. The 


‘Big Business’ skit was a complete 
wearer-outer, with its longwinded- 
ness to get over an obvious point. 
The Rasch dance specialistes re- 
prised ‘How Do You Do It?’ to plug 
a wait for the Pincuses-at-home 
scene, with Willie Howard and Miss 
McConnell first touching the satiri- 
cal promise of what the ‘Ballyhoo’ 
skits might be. This is one which 
razzes the ads as the worrisome 
wife, after a load of the sundry 
slogans, sees in Pincus, who is oth- 
erwise feeling fit from a session on 
the golf links, a multiplicity of 
maladies. 
In the roulette wheel number, 
Gloria Gilbert tied it up cold. Sunny 
O'Dea didn’t have the promised op- 
portunity in this number wherein 
she was also featured. 
The Howards with Ray Halberg 
and Billy Marvil as Hebe hillbillies, 
in front of a scene featuring Gold- 
berg’s Shamrock Rest, reminded of 
Lou Holtz’g hillbilly number he did 
at the Capitoi. A hoke ‘Rigoletto’ 
operatic scene finaled a_ sluggish 
second half and a blah evening's 
entertainment. 


fering further from eclipse by the 





Show holds 26 girls, 11 showgirls, 
14 boys and a Negro choir of 12 be- 
sides the nine Rasch girls headed 
by Dorissa Nelova (nee Doris Nel- 
son). 

Perhaps under Shubert nurtur- 
ing in their own 44th St. the show 
will be prolonged but it looks like a 
short existence otherwise. Abel. 





ARTHUR J. 
BECKHARD 


PRODUCTIONS 





“ANOTHER LANGUAGE,” now 
at Booth Theatre, New York— 
and at Harris Theatre, Chi- 


cago. 

“CARRY NATION,” opening in 
October. 

“GOODBYE, AGAIN? opening 
in October. 


“THE COMIC ARTI@O®’ open- 
ing in Novemben 


for his initial production of the new 
season. Cool breezes replaced a two 
weeks’ heat wave and the first- 
nighters laughed easily. ‘Here To- 
day’ is a show for the more or less 
initiated New Yorker, and although 
no wonder boy of a play, looks like 
money. 

The author, George Oppenheimer, 
is new, but touches on the source of 
bright remarks that are generally 
associated with a certain group of 
writing folk. The comments may be 
regarded as wisecracks or gags, but 
they are funny. 


Central character is supposed to 
be Mary Hilliard, an actress, but the 
personality really suggested is that 
of Dorothy Parker, brilliant, tem- 
peramental novelist. The manner 
in which Marvy affects the lorgnette 
a foot away from the nose is typical 
of that member of the literati. 

Mary was wed and divorced from 
Philip Graves, a novelist, who has 
just been smitten by Claire Win- 
drew, of the Boston Windrews, who 
winters at Nassau. She is a nice 
girl, reserved and the reverse of 
people like Mary, Graves and their 
friend, Stanley Dale, who like to get 





fun out of life, but in Claire’s eyes 


A GREAT WAR! 


(1914-1918) 


A GREAT PESTILENCE! 


(Flu—1919) 


A GREAT DEPRESSION! 
(1930-1932) 

All within twenty years. Could 
there be a more gruelling test? 

Yet LAF INSURANCE STANDS 
SUPREME! During that whole pe- 
riod it paid every obligation prompt- 
ly and fully—as it has always done.,:; 

In Prosperity, LIFE INSURANCE 
is valuable; in Adversity it is in- 
dispensable. The protection of home, 
the security of business, the com- 
fort of old age, depend first on ade- 
quate LIFE INSURANCE. 


For further information see 


JOHN J. 


KEMP 


INSURANCE 


551 Fifth Ave., New York 
Phones: Murray Hill 2-7838-7839. 
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The 
World’s Finest 
Play 


i 





COLONIAL THEATRE, BOSTON 
LABOR DAY, Sept. 5 


“THE GREEN 
PASTURES” 


Indefinite 


By Marc Connelly 
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HANS BARTSCH 


ey [PLAYS 


New York: Capitol Theatre Building 


1639 Broadway 


Cable Address: “Habartsch, New York” 
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‘TELL HER THE TRUTH’ 
SAVILLE THEATRE 


HELEN GRA 


Thanks to:—HBNRY SHEREK, RICHARD PITMAN AND 
DICK HENRY 


ENGLAND 
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Ballyhoo, $19,000, Leads 


- p> | 
Sx Bway | 


EGETEMATE 





LOOP NOT PROMISING | 


Three Shows Next Week—'Cynara 
$7,000 2d Week 





Newcomers; Stones Weak at $10,000 ccc ac meee s., 


Six new shows have been pre- 
gented on Broadway this young sea- 


gon without a stand-out among/on Broadway by the end of the 
them, although of last weck’s four | month. 


fresh productions two are figured 
for moderate success. A brace of 
openings this week and a repeat 
give the legit list a total of 14 
shows. 

Corresponding week last year 
there were 19 attractions, including 
geven holdovers, so that double the 
number of new shows had arrived. 
Last season was backward in get- 
ting started, but currently the legits 
are much slower. 


‘Ballyhoo’ Best Entry 


Best money among the premieres 
was drawn by the revue, ‘Ballyhoo 
ef 1932, at the 44th Street. Al- 
though the notices were unfavor- 
able the gross was around $19,000 
in the first seven performances; 
‘Here Today,’ a short cast comedy 
at.the Barrymore got mixed reviews, 
but with an approximate $9,000 in 
seven times should make the grade; 
opening later in the week were ‘Best 
Years,’ which looks like small money 
at the Bijou, and ‘The Man Who 
Reclaimed His Head’ at the Broad- 
hurst, which was panned after be- 
ing touted a good thing. First full 
week of ‘Smiling Faces’ at the Shu- 
bert the gross around $10,000 indi- 
cated the initial musical’s chances 
are doubtful. 

Half a dozen shows which were 


;in rehearsal 





} 
' 


} 


moved to the out of 
town try-out spots and are expected 


At least eight productions} 
will start rehearsals this week. 


No closings last Saturday and 
none are slated for this week. Next 
week's incoming premiere card will 
have: ‘Lilly Turner,’ Morosco; “The 
Budget,’ Hudson; ‘Old Man Satan,’ 
Forrest; ‘Triplets,’ which was post- 
poned, no house named. ‘Black 
Water’ also set back at the Man- 
hattan will stop for revision. 

Estimates for Last Week 

‘Another Language,’ Booth (2ist 
week) (C-708-$3.39). Best gross 
since early summer, last week at 
$11,500; played extra matinee 
(Labor Day) and thereafter good 
weather counted. 

‘Ballyhoo of 1932,’ 44th St. (2nd 
week) (R-1,325; $3.85). Better busi- 
ness than expected after notices: in 
first seven performances the take 
was around $19,000. 

‘Black Water.’ Was slated for 
Manhattan; postponed with opening 
indefinite. 

‘Best Years,’ Bijou (2nd week) 
(CD-615-$3.30). Opened middle of 
jast week; notices so-soand doubt- 
tui of click; about $500 nightly after 
premiere 

‘Bridal Wise.’ Cort (i6th week) 
(C-1,043-$3.30). Goes along to mod- 
est money with both sides apparent- 

(Continued on page 87) 











GILBERT MILLER’S 


ATTRACTIONS IN. LONDON 





ST. JAMES’S THEATRE 
“BEHOLD WE LIVE” 


A Play by 
JOHN VAN DRUTEN 


with 


MISS GERTRUDE LAWRENCE 


and 


SIR GERALD du MAURIER 


King Street. 
St. James’s, S.W 





PLAYHOUSE 


(In Association with Gladys Cooper) 


“THE FIREBIRD” 


Adapted by Jeffrey Dell 
From the Hungarian of Lajos Zilahy 
with 


MISS GLADYS COOPER 


Northumberiand 
Avenue 
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Telephones 


{ Regent 1241 
1242 
= 1243 


Telegrams: “Cockranus, Piccy., London.’ 


Charles B. Cochran 


49, OLD BOND STREET 
LONDON, W. 1 


doing poorly. Piece has been dip- | 
ping into the red since opening. | 
Quoted $11,000 for the second week | 
was erroneous. Nearer $7,00( was | 
the right figure, with last week | 
jabout on a par, with a good sale} 
Labor Day night. 

‘Another Language’ started very | 


slowly at the Harris, although first | 
night was fair. Little advance sale. 

Coming week-end will swell the 
list to three. Adelphi relights for 
World Between’ Saturday (17), and 
‘Of Thee I Sing’ succeeds ‘Cynara 
at the Grand the next night 


Colors’ Phila. Finale 
A Dull $13,000 Week: 
“Americana’ Delayed 


Philadelphia, Sept. 12. 
Another legit house opens tonight 
(Monday), but there is still but one 
show, the Forrest being dark until 
Friday due to three different post- 
ponements of the new McEvoy re- 








vue, ‘Americana,’ which Lee Shu- 
bert is presenting. 
Tonight’s newcomer is ‘Nona, 


which relights the Garrick, now an 
indie with Samuel F. Nirdlinger, 
formerly local general manager for 
EErlanger, as the head. Engagement 
is for two weeks, with next attrac- 
tion not set, but a good line-up 
thereafter. 

Chestnut joins the active ranks 
with ‘The Good Earth,’ first Ameri- 
can Theatre Society offering. For- 
rest has a dark period in sight and 
‘Americana’ may hold until next 
booking, which is Eva Le Gallienne 
Oct. 10 (single week). Chestnut 
solidly booked up to December and 
Worrest too with one exception. 

Shubert still reported as opening 
within a few weeks, semi-independ- 
ently; ie. getting UBO bookings 
when shows are available and 
Chestnut and Forrest have been 
iaken care of. Broad also reported 
with show in October and plenty of 
bookings thereafter. 

‘Flying Colors’ never did get going 
during three weeks here. Bad open- 
ing and adverse notices plus very 
hot weather couldn’t be overcome. 
In last week, no more than $13,000 
if that. 


COAST ‘FIDDLE’S’ BIZ 
ENOUGH FOR 10 WEEKS 


San Francisco, Sept. 12. 

Business which has piled up for 
Belasco & Ourran’s ‘Cat and the 
Fiddie’ at Curran will hold show 
here for total of 10 weeks before 
it’s finally shipped to Los Angeles. 
Musical has been packing ’em in 
consistently, figure for the sixth 
week remaining right around the 
$15,000 mark, with current and sev- 
enth stanza starting equally well 
B. & C. will do a roadshow of the 
piece as, a result. 

“Fiddle’ was only piece on local 
boards, but Erlanger’s Columbia will 
light up shortly, when Raiph Pincus 
brings in ‘Intermission,’ with other 








pieces penciled on the calendar 
Henry Duffy, too, planning an at- 
traction for his Alcazar shortly. 


Geary still dark. 

Levit field depleted by two houses 
both President and Tivoli going 
vaudfilm this month. 


Atiantic City Apollo, 
In Red, Closes Season 


Atiantic City’s legit theatre the 
Apolio closed for the season sud- 
denly jast Saturday. It was open 
for attractions but six weeks, the 
house running in the red for that 
short season. Final booking there 
grossed $3,600 on the week, on top 
of which the house had to supply 
more than 20 stage hands. 

Several new show bookings were 
cancelled, the try-outs being spotted 

















elsewhere. 


PASTURES’ LOOKS GOOD 


iocal Jegitimate 





FOR 2 BOSTON MONTHS 


—_———— 


Boston, Sept. 12. 
creeping into the | 
picture based on the | 
business at the Shubert with | 
EG Wynn in the ‘Laugh Parade’ and 

at the Colonial with ‘Green Pas- 

tures,’ which now looks good fortwo 

months 

Copley reopens on September 17th 
with E. BE. Underhill backing the 
venture and with E. E. Clive, the 
former manager, featured in the 
erst of Edgar Wallace’s ‘The 
Squeaker.’ 

A. G. Munroe, in charge of Shu- 
vert affairs in Boston, says Ameri- 
can Theatre Society subscriptions 
are heavy at the Plymouth box 
office. 

The Majestic will be dark until 
October and the Wilbur, the Hollis, 
the Tremont and the spacious Bos- 
ton Opera House are c.pparently go- 
ing to stay dark until the other 
houses are on a paying basis. 


Optimism is 


€ariy 





PABST’S MIXED BOOKINGS 
Miiwaukee, Sept. 12. 
Pabst opened its season with a 
German picture Sept. 9. Theatre 
will show Teutonic films last halves, 
except when other bookings are up 


FAIR AT $6,300 


Los Angeles, Sept. 12. 

Fall season got started with a dull 
thud, only one house, El Capitan, 
being open. ‘As Husbands Go’ com- 
pleted a fair opening week with 
slightly over $6,300 in the till. Paul- 
‘ne Frederick is starred. 

House is getting a break from 
theatre parties, getting in motion 
after the summer inactivity. 

Henry Duffy has gone slightly 
overboard in casting this one, with 
a number of strong iocal legit favs, 
including Kenneth Thompson, Jane 
Grey, Bramwell Fletcher and 
Georges Renevant in the cast. 

At the bargain prices, with extra 
advertising and strong cast, Duffy 
probably broke even on the first 
stanza. 








Real Names of Authors 
Elswyth Thane, author of “The 
Tudor Wench,’ is Mrs. William 
Beebe, wife of the scientist-scrib- 





for the house. Margaret Rice re- 
mains as manager. 


bler. Margaret Irwin, who wrote 
‘Reyal Flush,’ is Mrs. J. R. Mon- 
sell, Elsie Singmaster, who did 
‘The Young Ravenals,’ is Mrs. 


| Harold Lewars. 














PEGGY 


Season 


PEGGY 


will in 


September 26th 


LENORE ULRIC 
“NONA" | 


A New Play by GLADYS UNGER 
with 


ARTHUR .-.MARGETSON 
And a Noteworthy Supporting Cast 


FEARS 


1932-33 


FEARS 
troduce 





A Song 


Composer and Author 


In October 


“MUSIC IN THE AIR” 


JEROME KERN and OSCAR HAMMERSTEIN 2d 


Play by 


of “SHOW BOAT” 








by JOHN 


In Preparation 


“SAINT WENCH” 


wih HELEN MENKEN 


COLTON 











“The Esta 


A Drama 








of Madame Antonia_ 


the Famous Story by 


LEYLA GEORGIE 


blishment 


tization of 
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“VARIETY’S” LONDON OFFICE, 8 &St. Martin's PI, 
74 »' LONDON, A. ..2 Bar 


acta AE, Address: VARIETY, 


Trafalgar Sq. 
5041-5042 








England Climbing Out of Slump 





By JOLO 


London, Sept. 1. 


Ve've not been doing so well over 


here theatrically, but there are 
signs of improvement, and the op- 
timists are talking glibly of very 
fa\orable reactions to come. That 


is what makes this acting business 
always re- 


so interesting. - 
acting. 
Meanwhile, the 
slump are reaping a 
harvest from the 
the unfittest, and 
reduction in the number of counte! 
attractions. On the other hand, 
some of the tall figures we are 


survivors of the 


the consequent 


given by the survivors are a little 
fantastic, and in any. case do not 
always mean real business, but 


business lost by speculating ‘Li- 
braries. Of the shows claimed to 
be ‘sold right out’ blocks of seats 
cat. be obtained on demand at any 
ticket agency, because the specula- 
tors had not bargained for the lean 
time. 

One inevitable result of the un- 
usual trade depression is a heavy 
fail in certain inflated salaries. We 
have very few performers left who 
can draw really big figures. On the 
other hand, there are still several 
die-lards who refuse to realize 
their constant unemployment is 
due to their own prohibitive: terms. 
So:ne time ago a young woman 
mzude a bit of a name in musical 
comedy. She complained bitterly of 
the trouble she had in finding a 
job Asked what salary she ex- 
pected, she replied her minimum 
was £100 a week. How many 
weeks had she been in work at 
that figure in the previous 12 
months, she was asked. ‘Six,’ she 
said. That makes £60C for the 
year’s work. In other words her 
salary is £12 a week. 

Theatre Rental Problem 

Almost invariably, when things 
are bad in show business, the first 
hue and cry is always for the actor 
to reduce his salary. Until now, 
the main bugaboo cf West End 
theatrica! production has been the 
hesvy rentals of the theatres. With, 
in somc cases, half-a-dozen sub- 
lets, the original weekly hire has 
been topped five times. At this writ- 
ing (midsummer) you can have all 
the theatres you want n the West 
End if ycu will only put on a show 
and agree to give the landlord 20% 
of the gross, the latter figuring 
that whatever he gets will be that 
much toward the carrying cost. 

It won't be long now before many 
of the old style theatres will have 
to be razed. Perhaps one should 
say uprooted, for the reason that 
the old ones were built into the 
ground with the first balcony, and 
sometimes the gallery, on a level 
with the street. At the time they 
were built (or rather excavated) 
the London Fire Department was 
not equipped for handling conflag- 
rations in tall structures and, if 
memory is correct, there was a tax 
on the height of buildings. 

If the actors are expected to cut 
their salaries, why not a reduced 
scale of prices for seats? In order 
to compete with the modern picture 
palaces erected of recent years, and 
the inauguration of continuous 
variety at popular prices, the com- 
petiton is so keen that people af- 
fected by the depression are prone 
te pagronize less expensive forms of 
amusement. As a result, many of 
the West End legit theatres are de- 
voting a considerable portion of 
their advertising to calling atten- 


tion to the cheaper seats which, in 


many cases, 
war prices. 
No More Spectacles 
Recently producers 
maans 


have reverted to pre- 


prices. 
ment of production costs. 


the larger films; 
truia bid for entertainment 
appeal in a different way. 
Either the play 
dramatically, or the appeal 
through the medium of 
comedy 
tistic production, music 


or a straight dramatic show, 
an appealing plot, will in 

be the only 
in the leg 
ing commercial value. 


The small investors here, who 
have drawn a certain income from 
war bonds yielding 5%, are now 


locking around for an 
thet will return more than the 342° 


| 
| 
| 


comparative 
non-survival of | 


“| tion 


and theatre 
gers have discussed the feasi- 
bility of a general cut in theatre 
This will mean a curtail- 
Big pro- 
ductions, on the whole, do not look | Will 
so impressive when compared with 
therefore the ros- 
must 


must entertain 
made 
music or 
A felicitous blend of ar- 





 satinoaead a Suicide 


Over Business IIIs 


Paris, Sept. 3. 
Malinconi, manager of 
Monceau, committed 
from a third- 


Charles 
the Theatre 
suicide by jumping 
floor window. 

Malinceni had organized a legit 
circuit of nabe legit theatres, which 
inciuded the Bouffe du Nord, the 
Monceau, the Montparnasse, the 

t-belins, the Montrouge, the Ternes, 
pees ony the Nouveau Theatre, and 
Lyrique of 16th. Talkers’ opposi- 
and circumstances had already 
cornpelled him to part with most 
of the circuit, with the Ternes cur- 
rertly going pictures. 

All that remained under his con- 
trsl of his previous organization 
was the Monceau, Lyrique, Bouffe 
du Nord and Noveau. Situation be- 
came still worse, resulting in his 
suicide. 


LEHAR’S NEW OPERETTA 
MAX REINHARDT’S NEXT 


Berlin, Sept. 3. 
Max Reinhardt is working on his 
plans for the next theatre season. 
The chief item will be the new op- 
erette, ‘Guiletta,’ of Franz Lehar, 
which will be given at the Grosse 
Schauspielhaus, Richard Tauber 
and Jarmila Novotna are said to act 
in the chief parts. 
Reinhardt is still in touch with 
Warner Bros. and negotiations are 
being carried on regarding Max 
Reinhardt’s direction of Karl Voll- 
moeller’s play, ‘The Miracle,’ with 
Lillian Gish in the leading part. 
It is reported that Miss Gish has 
a contract with Reinhardt, accord- 
ing to which he cannot make his 
next film without her. 





FOREIGN SHOW NEWS 
London Simin World 


GIL. MILLER DUE HOME 





bird’ Immediately 





tomorrow (14) 
immediately 
production of the 
bird’ from the 
Zilahy. Piec 
in London several weeks ago and 
immediately established itself as a 
hit. 

Henry Stephenson will head the 
male contingent in the cast. Actress 
who will handle the role played by 
Gladys Cooper in London not yet 
chosen. 





season, 
Hungarian of 


Swedes Turn to Farce, 
Aftermath of Kreuger, 
‘Pastures’ at National 


Stockholm, Sept. 2. 

‘The Green Pastures’ is the next 
new production for the Swedish 
National Dramatic theatre with re- 
hearsals already in progress. Lars 
Hanson, formerly in Hollywood as 
leading man, will black up for the 
show and play one of the saints. 
This will be followed by a na- 
tional pageant dealing with Gusta- 
vus Adolphus, on the 300th anni- 
versary of this Swedish royal hero. 
‘The Inspector General’ was the 
first play of the season and though 
praised for new treatment and pro- 
duction, receipts are light. 
Despite their separate bankrupt- 
cies, Gosta Ekman and Ernest Rolfe 
are going ahead with productions. 
Rolfe is producing ‘The White Horse 
Inn’ at the small Vasa Theatre, 
seating 780 with Ekman in the lead 
along with Liliebel Ibsen and Tutta 
Berntzen, Rolfe’s wife. Show has 
been held up for a year in litigation 
and everyone is surprised that the 
spectacle should be done in so small 
a house. 
Ekman will then do ‘Grand Hotel’ 





Film Title for Play 
Wins in Dutch Court 


The Hague, Sept. 3. 
German all-femme film: ‘Maed- 
chen in Uniform’ which had a 


record run in Holland (20 weeks in 


Amsterdam alone and still strong) 
got extra publicity in Holland. 


Case was that a Dutch legit com- 


pany obtained from the author the 


Stage-rights for Holland of her 
original play ‘Gestern und Heute’ 
on which film is based. Legit com- 
pany chose the film-title instead of 
verbal translation of German play- 
title. Importers of film objected 


and went to court, alleging the play 


by a company of no standing under 
same title as film was harmful to 
their business. 

Judge ruled against plaintiff bas- 
ing judgment on practice with for- 
mer films and plays like ‘Ghost 
Train, ‘Abie’s Irish Rose’ where 
film and play titles were alike. 


VEIDT ‘FLYERS’ LEAD 
London, Sept. 3 
The English legit producer H. S. 
Scott, now in Berlin, has engaged 
Conrad Veidt for the chief role in 
the English version of the drama 
‘Fiyers’ by Hermann Rossman, to be 
presented in London. 
The Beer-Martin theatres at Ber- 
lin will also produce the play with 
Veidt during the coming season. 


Czech Musical Hit 
Prague, Sept. 1. 
Viasta Burian, the Czech come- 
dian, has a new hit in his theatre, 
a highly amusing comedy, ‘Real and 
False Knight,” by V.. Klipure. 
Burian is cast as a Don Quixote 
condottieri type. Music and lyrics 
are by E. Fiala. 
Kreisler Work for Berlin 
Berlin, Sept. 3. 
Fritz Kreisler’s operetta, ‘Sissy,’ 
first be produced in Vienna 
with Paula Wessely in the leading 
part. It is planned to give the play 
with the same cast in Berlin. 
The book deals with events in the 
life of the young Empress Elisabeth 
of Austria. 











and comedy, 
with a strong sprinkling of drama, 

with | As 
future 
type of entertainment 
zitimate theatres possess- 


investment 


| which the 
| hereafter. 
a result the 


‘conversion’ will yield 


London stock ex- 


|}change is preparing a list of gilt- 
jedred preference bonds, and when 
the public goes in for these, as it 
is confidently expected they will, 


it will mean the launching of many 
big commercial enterprises, with 
consequent increase in general pros- 
perity and good times for the thea- 
tre, 





and follow this by a month of re- 
vivals to celebrate his 25th anni- 
versary on the stage. He will do 
the 25 most popular parts he has 
played in this period, changing 
nightly. Rolfe will do his annual 
revue for Xmas. 

‘The Desert Song’ is headed for 
the Oscar Theatre while ‘Waltzes in 
Vienna’ is coming to the Cirkus. The 
rest of the houses will offer popu- 
lar farces as the average Swede 
wants to laugh plenty and try to 
forget the Kreuger business. 
Inexpensive little. revues are 
springing up all over following the 
success of ‘Harry’s Bar’ at the 
Blanche and ‘Karl-Gerhard’s Folk- 
kok’ at the Komedie. Latest is 
Naima Westman’s show which came 
in modestly on Sept. 1 at her own 
theatre. 





Foreign Films 





(Continued from page 14) 
jestic books German occasionally 
for satisfactory results. 
Oberlin: Apollo sometimes inter- 
ested in foreigns. 
Oregon—Studio in Portland tried 
a foreign policy that flopped. 
There’s no regular. foreign house 
now, but Russian.and German films 
show up intermittently here and 
there, doing pretty well at those 
times. Germans seem like a good 
prospect if properly developed, there 
are enough Teutons-here. 
Pennsylvania—Allentown: Town 
theatre uses occasional foreigns, but 
not much now. 

Easton: Occasional Italian and 
German films wander in. Italians 


do best. There's ro regular house. 
Philadelphia: Max Goldberg's 
Europa theatre did best with 


Germans and French for some time, 
though now temporarily dark. Some 
Russians did good biz. World likes 
German films also. In the nabes 
Italian and Yiddish are the best. 

Pittsburgh: Avenue and Erlanger 
both have tried German films, Ave- 
nue making out best. Italians okay 
in the nabes. 

Reading: Wilmer & Vincent tried 
a foreign policy unsuccessfully 
at the Capitol. Park and State also 


tried it, but couldn’t make it pay. 
German, Polish and Italian films 
show up now and then. Ought to 


be room for a regular Italian house, 
if films enough are available (and 
they aren’t). 

Rhode Island—Uptown theatre in 
Providence tried Italians, but noth- 
ing much realized. 

South Carolina—Nothing attempt- 
ed or likely here. 

South Dakota—All quiet 





Norwe- 


Lands Tomorrow and Stages ‘Fire- 


Gilbert Miller is due in New York 
and will start work 
on his first New York 
‘Fire- 


‘e was started by Miller 


Cable _Address: 


“VARIETY’'S” PARIS 
VARINEWS, PARIS, Marcadct 72-94 


REPRESENTATIVE, 55 Rue Nollet 
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London, Sept. 3. 
Ayres, American roller 
skater, married Belle Avalon, an 
English girl, also a skater, in Lon- 
don, Aug. 31. Both aged 29. 
New ‘Fanfare’ 

‘Over the Page, 
‘Fanfare,’ had its premiere at the 
Alnambra, Aug. 27, presented this 
time by Home Again Co. Ltd., 
which is said to be a company for 
which Violet Loraine arranged the 
finances. 

With a bunch of new sketches, 
the use of the house’s revolving 
stage, and a brisk quickening of the 
action, it is an improvement on the 
Prince Edward presentation. 


Cecil 


Phoentx Reopening 
The Phoenix reopens with non- 
stop vaudeville Sept. 26, again under 
the management of Lucien Sam- 
mett. 





Grossmith Quits Drury 
George Grossmith says he will 
probably resign from the managing 
directorship of Drury Lane when 





ARTISTS’ CHIEF OUT? 


Fossil Reported Recalled as Pres. of 
German Body 


Berlin, Sept. 2. 
President Fossil of Variety Art- 
ists’ Association, is about to be re- 
called, it is reported. The reason for 
this action is not differences within 
the association, but in the personal 
attitude of the president. 


The name of Croe has been men- 
tioned as new president of the or- 
ganization.. There is still a possibil- 
ity of Fossil remaining in the lead- 
ership. 


Revivals Crowd Paris 





Paris, Sept. 12. 

Paris show season is preparing to 
reopen fully in October, with be- 
ginning of September relighting a 
few houses. Empire is reopening 
immediately. Gaite Lyrique is re-; 
viving ‘Black Tulip’ before opening 
‘Land of Smiles,’ which is going into 
rehearsals. 

Dejazet is reviving ‘Madame 
L’Ordinance’ and the Gymnase re- 
viving ‘Route des Indies’ Michel 
will revive ‘Ludo,’ and the Saint 
Georges ‘Mademoiselle.’ 





gian Society in Sioux Falls books in 
some native films once in awhile. 

Tennessee — Little in Memphis 
tried foreigns, but no go. Nothing 
doing in the rest of the state. 

Texas — Mostly Spanish films 
stand a chance here, though some 
Germans ' have pulled out nice 
grosses. In between San Antonio 
and the Rio Grande are about 25 to 
30 little all-Spanish houses, but re- 
cording them almost impossible. 
They change hands and move about 
frequently, paying very little rental. 
All are there for Mexican trade 
solely. Azteca im Houston has a 
steady Spanish policy that pays 
regularly. International in Galves- 
ton does fairly well with Spanish 
and German films, Spanish and Ger- 
man is also the rule at the Na- 
tional, San Antonio. The Dixie in 
Giddings, uses Germans. In Fort 
Worth the Gayety uses some Span- 
ish films. 

Utah—Nothing doing in Salt Lake 
City, but a Greek picture cleaned 
up. This film also did well in Og- 
den. In Ogden a Danish group gets 
together for native product once in 
awhile. 

Washington—Not much in this 
state, though considerable interest 
has been stirred up through efforts 
of Professor Glenn Hughes of the 
University of Washington. Profes- 
sor Hughes sponsors ‘unusual pic- 
tures’ one day a week at the Egyp- 
tian theatre in Seattle. That means 
mostly French and German, with 
the former okay and the latter fair. 
Professor Hughes’ brother runs the 
same sort of policy to fair results at 
the Blue Mouse, Tacoma. In Tacoma 
ayain Scandinavian pictures are 
shown by groups of compatriots, 
and do satisfactorily. These show- 
ings are usually at Valhalla Hall. 

West Virginia—Nothing doing. 

Wisconsi:1— Appleton: Warners 
uses some German films. 

Mayville: M-y theatre uses occas- 
sional foreigns. 

Milwaukee: Pabst theatre does 
very well with straight German 
policy. Davidson plays Germans 
and Russians to fair results. Yid- 
dish very good in the nabes. 

Sheboygan: The Sheboygan thea- 
tre goes in for German films from 


the re-written | 


the run of. ‘Cavalcade’ 
says he would have liked to produce 
& play written around Clive of India, 
but his directors voted in favor of 
‘Wild Violets,’ with music by the 
Viennese composer Robert Stolz. 

Leuis Dreyfus’ recent election to 
the cirectorate may figure. 





Old Farce Scores 

‘Night of. the Garter,’ the old 
Avery Hopwood-Wilson Collison-Al 
Wocds ‘Gertte’s Garter,’ revised for 
English consumption by Austin Mel- 
ford, received probably more laughs 
at its English premiere than it was 
accorded when given its pre-war 
New York production. The me- 
chanics creak rustily, but a sophis- 
ticated audience, with a heavy 
sprinkling of theatrical celebrities, 
screamed with laughter. 





‘Cavalcade’ Screen Pecple 


Hollywood to engage English play- 
ers for the screening of ‘Cavalcade,’ 
sailed. on the . Europa 
Among those engaged are 
O’Connor, Irene Brown, 
tenham, Frank Lawton. 


Julian Rose Film Cast 

Norman Lee is engaged in se-! 
lecting the cast for the filming of) 
‘Magenta Street,’ in which Julian! 
Rose is to be starred. It is a com-: 
edy with all Jewish characters, to 
be produced by British Interna- 
tional. 


Una 








Tony Labriola, the piano accords 
ionist in the, Jack McLallen act, 
will marry Myrtil Engert, profes-;, 
sional diver, in October, when he 
returns to New York. 





‘Perlmutter’ Cast 

tus Yorke, Robert Leonard, Ann 
Lowenworth and Frank Allworth 
sail. from New York on the Beren- 
garia. Sept. 23 to open in Edward) 
Laurillard’s ‘Potash and Perlmutter’ 
revival. Show opens out of town 
Oct. 17, coming to the Piccaddilly 
around’ Nov.’ 8 W. T. Ellwanger, 
who created the: part of Feldman, 
the lawyer, in England, 
the cast,,.as.,.well as. Joe Hayman, 
old vaudevillian here, of 
and Franklyn: 


Non-Stop at Vaudeville 

Geoffrey Hope and Vivian Palmer 
are behind the: continuous variety 
venture at the Vaudeville theatre, 
Boys are a couple of agents, Palmer 
being at one time manager for Al- 
bert de Courville. Vaudeville is 
going in, for. further reduction in 
prices, theirs ranging from 20 cents 
to 80 cents, instead of $1. Jsing 
the house for exploiting new discov- 
eries, Theatre due to open Sept. 29, 
with Emly Thomas and his band as 
the main attraction. 





Peer as Show Promoter 
Universal Enterprises, Ltd., is the 
latest company floated to promote 
show producing in the West End. 
Chairman of the concern is Vis:ount 
Molesworth, and Richard Lynn, 
member of parliament, is vicee 
chairman. J. L. Sachs is the gene 
eral manager, . 





Impossible Jumps 
Dick and Edith Barstow opened 
at the Palladium Aug. 29 for a forte 
night, doubling at the Savoy hotel, 
After two days the kids found it 
impossible to make the times, with 


wishing to alter the times. Barrows 
sacrificed ‘thé Savoy, but will play 
there at a later date. 


‘Widow’’ Revival Off 

More headaches at Moss Empires. 
Latest decision is 
‘Merry Widow,’ which means the 
Hippodrome will close through lack 
of attraction unless a last-minute 
change is madé.. Understood Hip- 
podrome staff, both back and front, 
have been given notice. 

Latest to leave the Moss Empires 
is -R. S. Chambers, William Evans’ 
right-hand man. 


Newells in Revue 





revue sponsored 
of Donegal and 
the latter ap- 


to ‘After Dinner,’ 
by the Marquess 
Gwen Farrar, with 
pearing in the show. 
Show opens out of town Sept. 19 


for three weeks, coming to the 
Gaiety, London, around middle of 
October. 


Murphy’s Bargain 

Senator Murphy was introduced 
to a Serbian nobleman, who sold 
him a real Turkish rug for $500, 
which he had valued at $1,000, 
Murphy is now doing a monolog 
before the American consul to pre- 
vail upon him that he is taking it 
home to his wife as a gift, other- 
wise he is liable to a 60° duty. 


Fox Films In 
Confirmatory strength is given to 
the reported settlement of the Fox- 
Gaumont British suit here by the 
generally accepted belief in the 
trade of the cancellation of pen- 


ciled bookings of other pictures and 








time to time. 


the substitution of Fox releases. 


ends. He, 


George’ Hadden; of ‘the Fox Film * 
Co., wha°*came.over to London from. " 
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BOB 


HOPE 


“BALLYHOO OF 1932” 
AAth Street Theatre, New York 


DAILY “NEWS”: 


.-. Appearing regularly and amiably is Bob Hope monologist.” 


N. ¥Y. “EVE POST”: 


--- We enjoyed him as much as anybody...Mr, Hope has some 


amusing gags of his own.”.. 
“BVE. SUN”: 


ceremonies.” 


Material by AL BOASBERG 
Rep for Production, BILLY GRADY 
RKO—LEE STEWART 


“But Bob Hope was amusing as an impromptu master of 


it falls 


' 
ing 


fectively. 


hold, 
Cora, 


ing, 
like 
ing 

chronic 


ton, 


barrier. 


























‘Best Years,’ a well-acted Broadway | 
entrant last week, but as stage fare 
between 
the monotonous. 
enough patronage to 
more than a limited engagement. 

The theme of an exacting mother, 
demanding the attention of her chil- 
dren to an unreasonable degree, has 
been the topic of a number of plays. 


Most recent example is ‘Another 
Language,’ which, however, is | 
treated more lightly and more ef- 


Widowhood is a tragedy in count- 


| 

less homes, especially when 

| are maturing children to be guided, 
and slender finances necessitate 


In ‘Best Years’ 
that situation in the Davis house- 
where the burden falls 
the eldest of three children, 
and slim, small-town thoroughbred. 

Not only does she carry the finan- 
cial burden of the household, leav- 
ing nothing for her personal spend- 
but her mother clings to her 
a parasite. 
parties with people of her age, stay- 
at home most of her evenings 
to read to her mother, who is well 
able to see, but pretends to be a 
invalid. 
spoken dread foresees a time when 
Cora will marry. 
a young engineer, 
town and stirs Cora’s heart, the op- 
position of the mother becomes a 


skimping. 


Mrs. Davis is the kind of woman 
who is critical of everything and 
everybody, including those who do 
the most for her. 
Cora’s sacrifice is the least to be ex- 
pected from a dutiful 


Se See eat = 
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the diverting and 
Doubtful of catch- 
last for 





there is 


upon 





Cora passes up 


Mrs. Davis’ un- 


When Fred Bar- 
returns to 


She believes that 





SELWYN THEATRE 


ROWN ~ HENDERSON 


-| FORWARD 
MARCH” 


a———— A - SL - — - —-- — = 
| : 
HERE TODAY | ber in the West Indies last winter | oddity Americans drinking |The family’s plain-spoken doctor,| wed and she go away with him te 
Sf and arriving boats were greeted |highballs without ice. That fault |although admitting the mother has/! Siberia, where he has a fine chance 
(Continued from page 72) with natives singing it. _ Idea was has been noticed in other plays. high blood pressure, warns Cora!tomakeamark. He insists that the 
aged to Spencer Grant, a Bean- neven, though the nut ditty didn't Limited cast in ‘Here Today’ is in| that she is spoiling her own life, | younger sister and a brother, who is 
town insurance man, favored by her eet very sar. its favor, Early indications were | wasting her best years, and declares | still in college, assume some of the 
adamant mother because he ‘came Ruth Gordon glides through the | that the draw would be mostly |that pity had caused more unhap-/responsibility in caring for the 
over when we did and his people |Comedy as the seemingly irrespon- lower floor, but that will be enough | piness than any other human qual-| mother. Cora, deeply in love with 
fought in the Revolition. too.’ |sible Mary Hilliard. Hers is splen- | for a satisfactory engagem«¢ nt. ity. Ile also says there are many /|lred, se that way to freedom. 
Their comic intriguing had Grant |did acting, toying with the laugh lbee, women like Mrs. Davis in many | Then comes the stroke, just as she 
having an affair with a ‘Vanities’ |!ines enjoyably. Seemed like a| . ee small towns, where Cora-like vic-|is about to atlend a country club 
girl, and he finally admits it was |M@tural for her. Donald Macdonald | tims, afraid of what the neighbors! dance. In her party dress she reads 
true, scandalizing the old lady. |is Philip, who thinks he has a genu- ST YEARS will say and instead of striking out |the paper aloud, Mrs. Davis on the 
Then, when everything is fixed for |ime new love, but slips out of it eater ae, ae a ted at | LOF themselves, end up in spinster- | sofa making almost inaudible com- 
hil to wed the girl, Mary discovers leasily. Sally Bates handles Claire ithe Bilow Sent. 7 by Elizabeth Srele, ig Bie hood. He advises her to be a bit| ment The doctor's assurance that 
she loves him more than ever, and | well, Charlotte Granville is excellent | sociaiion with the Shubert receivers: writ- | stern, and in a hysterical scene the |she may live for years impelled 
they have to undo the antic work. |@8 old lady Windrew, and Charles |ten by Raymond Van Sickle; Kaiherine | mother has a stroke |; Cora to dismiss her fiance. But the 
Partly the action is within the | D. Brown, with a dead pan, is well ——— r Pp, IP ag 8 SP ras featured; Previously Fred had insisted they | (Continued on page 76) 
house and partly on the private chosen as Dale. Emma ee tee Mary Horne 
beach adjoining the home. 2ace of the first act was a bit too | Mrs. Davis............... Jean Adair a ae Oe eee cetaaieaae — 
Lying on the grass adjoining the /|fast on the opening night because —— Davis. .seeeseesess .:Marjorie Lyte?l 
beach, the half-mulled Dale sings |laughs came at unexpected points, lg aed ansehen a — 
a chorus of ‘Mama don't want no|yet George S. Kaufman's direction | Gora Davis.........._ TA ogg Matters oa 
peas, no rice, no cocoanut oil.’ |counted in the making of a gener- | Tommy Craven......... .Fred Sherman 
Wolfie Gilbert introduced the num- j ally smooth performance. One At a gapchanieele re See LEW RAY 
en _———_-— — sieeeeneainetianaiaeienel canine oe | Mr. SINTERS 6 aGecendvetiicees: Daniel Pool 
| There is plenty of homely truth in 
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CHARLES COLLINS 


“SMILING FACES” 


A MUSICAL COMEDY 


CURRENTLY AT 


SHUBERT THEATRE, NEW YORK 





NEW YORK 


her personaliiy a 
improved. Now that 
destitute of singers, it 


ling to study. 
bargain. 


into the 





“TIMES,” 


Dorothy Stone is adding to the modest grace of 
singing 


the liveliness of “Smiling Faces” is placed on her 


voice 
musical 

is re 
songs can be well sung if the performers are wil- 
Dorothy Stone has a slender, girlish 
delicacy of manner, and she is an admirable dancer 
Most of 


AUG. 31, 1932 


that has greatly 
comedy is almost 
freshing to know that 


the responsibility for 









































i shoulders. As the principal male performer, 
i i Charles Collins, who is Dorothy Stone’s husband. 
' abides by the genteel traditions of the tribe. In 
addition to being a racy dancer, he is a thoroughly 
} agreeable young man. 
i 
i 
NEW YORK “DAILY NEWS,” SUNDAY GRAPHIC and SUNDAY 
AUG. 31, 1932 NEWS 
Daughter Dorothy is a happy co- London, Eng. 
star for Father this season. And ‘While as for Dorothy Stone and 
he rines j ‘he a ‘ollins. , 
the brings in Charles Collins her Charice Collins—those who have 
recently begotten husband, who Is ' Z A 
also an asset They dance beauti- memories of Letty Lind and Fred 
' fully together, as last Summer's Wright prepare to bury them; the 
“ Palace 1eatre patrons will recall, one for grace and the other for 
and are a great help to the enter- rn he 
ag , hav em beaten to a fraz- 
tainment. They were the favorites agility have them 
last night and deserved to be zle 
7 eo 
« <a oe > =x. Se a i Eth.» ath a il in MI tw. Till 
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Lit tl 
Distribution Troubles Adds Novels 

Financial difficulties besetting Another outlet for the fictioneer 

Sinanel : icnanhare aie a amy 
Masten Distributing Corp., among | Greenvers, Inc., which after years 
agg etioed distributors of maga-| 2% ® non-fiction house has added 
he ' a pote is initeomesineg the nove! to its output. Formerly 
oes nh ye ce are ‘ issuing around 25 volumes a year, 
ome 40-odd mags handled by that 


organize tion, 

Credi-ors of the distributing or- 
ranization have been holding a 
series cf meetings to determine 
what is to be done as regards con- 
sinuanc« of the concern. No agree- 


Greenberg has increased its list to 


around 40 per annum, almost half 
of which will be fiction. 
Action ‘ollows that of a number 


of other publishing concerns which 
have ec ‘ther taken on fiction or in- 
creased the number of novels is- 





nent sirived at thus far, 

Majcrity of the mags handled by 
Sastcrn are minor, depending al- 
nost wholly on sales for their sub- 
jistence. Most of these have rot 
veceivec accounts from Eastern for 
months, and if the distributing con- 
sern is unable to pay off the mags 
will have to fold. 

Most recent of the distributors to 
go flopr> was General Distributing 


Corp., which carried a number of 
mags aown with it. The debacle 
in that case was not as pro- 


nounce’ as that which may happen 
should Eastern fold, however. 





Lake’s Express History 


Stuart N. Lake, whose best seller 
of the year’s biographies, ‘Wyatt 
Earp, Frontier Marshal,’ established 
him as one of the outstanding au- 
thoritics on the early west, and 
whose several series of western 

stories appearing in the ‘Satevepost’ 
’ within the last few years elicited 
interest, is working on a history of 
Wells, “argo & Co., the pioneer ex- 
press carrier of the American fron- 
tier. Publication has been unde-- 
taken by Houghton Mifflin Co. of 
Boston, with the date contingent 
upon completion of the wide re- 
search necessary. 


Lake's ‘Earp’ biog, which won the 
distinction of being the most ex- 
tensive'y reviewed non-fiction vol- 
ume of the year, is reported to have 
persuaded the Wells Fargo inter- 
ests to entrust the old files, reports 
and oiher material to him. The 
Wells Fargo people have made no 
stipulations or restrictions, and 
there will be no submission of 
manuscript before publication. Sev- 
ral magazines are negotiating for 
the serial rights. 





Century’s New Deal 


Ccniury has made a deal with the 
Willi-v-s and Wilkins Co., of Bal- 
timore. by which Century will mar- 
ket \\-W’s non-technical books. 
Century publishes nothing in the 


natu.« cf the volumes gotten out by 
the isaltimore book house. The 
latte’, in turn, does not maintain 


@ Sales staff. 

As a starter Century takes over 
abuut 60 titles from Williams and 
Wilkins, the books to carry here- 
after he joint imprint of both 
houses. Not all of the Williams and 
Wilkins books are to be marketed 
by Ccniury, however, some of the 
W. and W. volumes being too tech- 


nical for popular consumption. 
These Williams and Wilkins will 
issue as heretofore. 


lts deal with Willams and Wil- 
kins does not affect the Century 
regu' or lists in any way, the new 
serie: being merely an adjunct. 





Guild Acquires League 

Jugciing by the Literary Guild 
and the Book League of America 
for top position among the book- 
of-th:-month clubs has ceased, 
with the acquisition by the Guild 
of the Book League. 

Thomas L. Stix, who founded and 
hesded the Book League, steps out. 
Stix, who has been putting on a 
weeliy literary radio feature under 
Lesy;1e auspices, will continue that 
for the time being, but without a 
tie-up. No other plans made by 
Stix. 

Inication of the Guild to d-op the 
Book League of America name, add- 
ing the League’s subscribers to the 
Guild list. 





Dell’s Secret 
A new detective fiction mag to 
sell .t a ‘startling’ price is being 
prerared by Dell, first issue to 
reach the stands early in October. 


sued. Jteason is that fiction is cur- 
rertly selling way out of propor- 
tion to non-fiction, 





Economics to Bridge 
A new mag on bridge, sponsored 
by the Amateur Bridge Association, 
with Eugene Clifford its editor, has 
entered the field. Known as ‘Bridge 
Forum,’ the first issue appeared on 
the stands last week, totaling 36 
pages and in a two-color job. 
Opposition to it are ‘Bridge Mag- 
azine’ and‘ Bridge World,’ latter 
Ely Cuibertson’s property. 
Forme-ly in show business with 
De Forest Phonofilm and other in- 
terests, Clifford lately was a finan- 
cial writer on New York ‘Times.’ 





Clunk Reappears 
H. C. Bailey’s Joshua Clunk is 
the real hero of ‘The Red Castle 
Mystery’ which is the Crime Club's 
volume for September. Story starts 
with a murder which involves 
Clunk on suspicion but drops to a 
sluggish pace for about 150 pages 
while the material is planted for a 
rousing finish in which Clunk again 
outsma-ts Seotland Yard. 
Reade’s who demand action will 
find it difficult to retain interest 
through the middle portion, but 
there’s action a plenty in the last 
100 pages. 





Chatter 
Ned Brown busy writing a book. 
Miriam Howell has joined the Lee 
Hayward-Bill Cowan agency. 
Amevican Weekly, Sunday maga- 
zine section of the Hearst papers, 
has increased its capital stock from 
$10,000 to $1,000,000, according to 
papers filed at the Secretary of 
State’s oiiice in Albany. 
Trend cf the Times: W. W. Nor- 
ton bring:ng out only one novel this 
fall. 
William Feigenbaum back from 
Europe. 
Kathleen Norris’ ‘Blind Youth’ 
gets a new title when it goes be- 
tween covers. 
Johannes Jensen once lost the 
Nobel Prize for Literature by one 
vote. 
Edna [Terber back. 
Stanley Rinehart’s dad dutifully 
endorses the books published by the 
younger Rinehart. 
Nathaniel West backing Bob 
Brown's campaign for the return of 
beer. . 
Beverley Nichols getting mellow 
via that garden book, 
Isabel Patterson has lent herself 
to that conspiracy by which a 
number of femme scribbling names 
will take a rap at the male sex in 
a collective wor. 
Vikinz has discovered an unpub- 
lished piece by D. H. Lawrence and 
will plece it in print soon. 
The Zane Grey books are second 
only to the Bible in number of cop- 
ies sold during the past 15 years. 

Janct Lewis, the wife of Ivor 
Winters, the poet, has written her 
first novel. 

George Novack, whose ‘Who's 
Hooey' will be published by Dutton, 
is the advertising man for that 
book house, 

Harper's, which acquired Harold 
Bell Wright recently, now has Louis 
Bromficld, too. 

Martha Ostenso here. 

Francis Hill likes the Spanish 
sheep country. 

Clarence Darrow modestly refers 
to himself as an author in the 
preface to his ‘Farmington.’ 

The Archibald Henderson biog of 
Bernaid Shaw finally got a release 
date. 

Ving Fuflter free-lancing again. 

Helena Grose's first novel is out, 
called ‘The Marrying Kind.’ 





Chain mag publisher is closely 
guai ding both price and title which 
won: !@ made known until the 
mas is actually placed on sale. 

Li finitely asserted, however, that 
the content of the publication will 
be detective fiction. May revive the 
vozx'ie for that type of tale, most of 
the detective stuff having gone ‘true 
stor,’ latterly. 

Carson Mowre, who edits a num- 
ber of the Dell mags, will hold the 
rei:s for this one, too. 


W. Adolphe Roberts is the most 
| scholarly-looking of the scribblers. 
Edward Pickens Rappolee, author, 
| explained that he had written under 
|}the name of Ward Carroll Pickens 
| Robinson for years, so a Denver 
| judge allowed him to adopt the pen 
| identification. 


Hy Goldstein, doing a column for 


the N. Y. ‘Democrat,’ going to every 
Democratic club in 
takes over the dramatic department 
of that weekly, 


| ‘Real Folks’ (NBC), Chelsea 





the country, 


Tuesday, September 13, 1932 
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Shows in Rehearsal 


Hotel 

‘Forward March’ (Brown and 
Henderson), Selwyn. 

‘I Love You Wednesday 
(Crosby Gaige), Lyric. 

‘He Takes Possession’ 
De Milt), Vanderbilt. 

‘The Other One’ 
Myers), 49th Street. 

‘Music in the Air’ 
Fears), Casino. 

‘The Absent Father’ 
salt), Ritz. 

‘Singapore’ (John H. Mears), 
Hudson. 

‘Ainericana’ 
Bijou, 

‘Mant attan Medley’ (L. Law- 
rence V/eber), Longacre. 

‘The Good Earth’ (Theatre 
Guild), Guild. 

‘Humpty Dumpty,’ ‘Lilly 
Turner,’ ‘Nona,’ ‘The Stork Is 
Dead,’ ‘Of Thee I Sing’ (road), 
‘Vanities,’ ‘The Budget’ open- 
ing out of town this week. 


(Jos. 
(Henry 
(Pegey 


(Ken- 


(Shuberts), 











BEST YEARS 


(Continued from page 75) 


old lady expires, and the problem of 
the grief-stricken girl is solved. 
Understood that in the original 
seript the mother lived on and the 
girl faced a barren future. 

The  ap>earance of Katherine 
Alexander as Cora gives ‘Best Years’ 
its best chance, A fine actress, Miss 
Alexander, in a part that scemed 
too heroic fo. the middle-cla:s at- 
mosphere. Hervey Stephens makes 
a good Fred. He is featured, too, 
but has not a weighty part. Jean 
Adair is the whining Mrs, Davis, a 
type she p!ays convincingly. Thomas 
Findlay is excellent as the doctor. 
The comedy relief is given to Mary 
Horne as Aunt Emma, the house- 
hold drudge, and Thomas Reynolds, 
deaf widower who proposes to wed 
the unlovely Emma. 

‘Best Years’ may be a good thing 
as a cui-rater, but hardly in the 
agencies. Ibee. 


Man Who Reclaimed His 
Head 


Drama in three acts. Presented at the 
Broadhurst Sept. 3 by Arthur Hammerstein 
and L. Lawrence Weber. Written by Jean 
Bart. Claude Rains featured. Staged by 
Herbert J. Biberman, 

PD asc asesvevedecenst ..-Richard Barrows 











Fernand De.raoncey......Romaine Callender 
oh. See evrsccece Claude Rains 
Linctte Verir......eeeesees--KEvelyn Eaton 
SPP EP CAT Tee eseesese- Carleton Young 
MEME. ccccccvcceve eoeececceessdanet Rathbun 
Meret. coer rcace seceesseceses- amily Lowry 
Plerre: .....-¢ SbdccedsdcoccnccsFaUl Ween 
WR ow:02490+6000 seeseeees-Allen Nourse 
Adele Verin...... ee eooees- Jean Arthur 


eee. Stuart Casey 
Baron de Montford.. e+e+-Ldionel Braham 
Chonchon.........+ssseeee++2.-Dennie Moore 
BERING. .cc0ccs 0006000 2d006e0ecsamee Lortel 
Charlot.....+..e-eee0e008+-Alexander Cross 
Maniac.......cee+eeee+ee+-e-Marshall Hale 


Maid....... O8docreceressacceeves Kay Miller 
a seeseseessHGward T. Colebrook 
ORE TMGZ. .. ccvccccccvesesecess Marie Hunt 


Stationma: er. ....++2++ss++Daniel Hamilton 
English O/icer.. .David Hughes 






Nichette....... erccceoses Kiy Miller 
Sister Sophie... ++e+-.Marjorie Dalton 
Sister Rosce......csee eeecese »+»Monaa Moray 





People attending a special per- 
formanc> of ‘The Man Who Re- 
claimed His Head’ given the night 
before the pvemiere were positive 
that this ra:ibling drama was a 
cinch hit. But the first-nighters did 
not think sirailarly, including the 
critics. Indications are for a limited 
engagemeni. 

The big 1t1ing about the new play 
is the acting of Claude Rains, the 
little Brit'sher, recognized as a 
splendid actor, who never had 
a real opportunity over here until 
the Jean Bart play came along. The 
story of the piece is not especially 
interesting, but the performance be- 
comes tense under the spell of 
Rains’ portrayal of Paul Verin. 
Verin is a little man, warped in 
body ard made still uglier by. a 
grotesque nose. He is so ugly that 
he is fiscinating, says one of the 
characters. But he has a brilliant 
mind and manages to win and wed 
Adele, a French peasant, blonde and 
beautiful. Although they have little 
money, while Paul writes books 
about the new Socialist order, they 
are con ent, and Linette, their little 
daughter, completes their hap»iness. 

Play opens with Paul and the lit- 
tle girl calling upon a famous law- 
yer whom he knew in school. He 
carries 1 black bag with gruesom? 
contents—the head of Henri Ber- 
thaud, the French prime minister. 
whom he had slain. Verin tells his 
story, and a revolving stage switches 
the action back to Verin’s mode: t 
apartment on the Boulevard Clich-, 
in June, 1911. 

Berthaud, the French Deputy, is a 
caller. He induces Verin to wrii2 
editorials for the ‘News,’ a Sociali t 
paper he had just taken over. Ver’ 
had aided Berthaud politically b«- 
fore and takes up the work aga’: 
for the money it assures. The tin 
comes when Verin tells Bertha d 
that he must declare for war with 
Germany. By so doing the deputy 
| will be chosen the French Premier, 
otherwise he would be destroyed po- 
litically. The plans of Paul Verin 
work as he predicted 


~« 


~ 


> 





As a French staff captain Verin 


GRAUMAN’S CHINESE 


(Continued from page 64) 

Silly Symphony in Technicolor, was 
the entree offering. Though house 
was slowly filling, the six-minute 
novelty got great take off reception. 

David Broekman, new conductor 
here, got off to good start with his 
overture of the tropics. It was 
punchy throughout and only lasted 
four minutes, which is a miracle for 
the two-a-day house, where the or- 
chestral portion generally runs 10 
to 12 minutes. Mr. Grauman might 
do well in keeping this master in 
the pit, as he at least knows what 
a sufficiency is for an audience in 
his line. Ung. 


MICHIGAN, DETROIT 


Detroit, Sept. 12. 


Anniversary show with most of 
the usual hokum. Trouble is too 
much production. With show run- 
ning 63 minutes the acts will prob- 
ably be cut plenty. Usual for this 
house to cut the acts instead of the 
production numbers, leaving the 
audience tired out with the routines 
and not sufficiently entertained. 
With the makings of a good show, 
this one misses. On paper it shou'!l 
be really a anniversary gala affair, 
but it never arrives completely. 
Mitzi Mayfair, Fred Sanborn, Sloppy 
Wallace and James Stevens spell en- 
tertainment. Show would have been 
better with complete absence of pro- 
duction and laid out in vaude 
fashion, 


Front part of the show with Lou 
Forbes and orchestra in the pit,- Lee 
Mason singing and Merle Clark at 
the organ, is easily the outstanding 
part. The orchestra sitting behind 
a banquet table in the pit in two 
tiers and doing an appropriate trio 
of numbers. With the organ and 
overture running 20 minutes it has 
to be good to get over, and it did 
plenty. Forbes continues to top his 
previous weeks here to the extent 
that he is beginning to be a draw. 


In the stage show Mitzi Mayfair 
seems much grown up since she 
last played here. Seventeen years 
old and an ex-‘Follies’ star, she is 
dressing like a young lady and has 
dropped her childish appearance 
and manner. She gains by it and 
shows definite s..a2. That will more 
than replace the former childish ap- 
peal. As for her dancing, it is as 
phenomenal as ever. 


Fred ‘Pansy’ Sanborn has been 
here before and always stopped the 
show. Sanborn carries his own 
straight now instead of relying on 
the m. c., if any. Sanborn has a 
routine of hoke and smart business. 
He tops it with xylophone playing 
that can compare with the best mas- 
ters of the instrument. 


James Stevens does some foot 
juggling that is well thought up but 
more for vaude than picture house. 
His top is balancing a prop bed on 
the pedal extremities. The inevit- 
able reaction is the wonderment 
caused of how he happened to learn 
a stunt like that, P 


Sloppy Wallace, working alone as 
a tap dancer, surprises in that he 
is alone. Practically the only other 
colored dancer to attempt it single 
nowadays is Bill Robinson, The 
novelty hero makes it worth while. 
Dancing is of high calibre and gets 
over, 


Of the production numbers by 
Fred Evans, one is outstanding and 
can be embellished somewhat. It is 
called ‘Angles.’ The girls are in a 
set built with angles and doing a 
angular dance that might almost be 
called a ‘mechanical’ routine, Well 
done and received. 


Picture, Chevalier’s ‘Love Me To- 
night’ (Par), with business fair. 
Lee. 





overhears a group of men in a rail- 
way station tell how Berthaud is 
carvying on an affair with his wife, 
Adcle. He rushes from the front, 
finds the minister in his apartment 
and decapitates him with a bayonet. 
The deed is done in the dark during 
an air raid. As for Adele, she had 
already broken with Berthaud, real- 
izing her error, and declaring her 
love for Paul alone. Back swings 
the stage to the attorney's home, the 
counsellor dissuading Verin from 
committing suicide and promising to 
win him freedom. 


Rains brings to the stage what 
the late Lon Chaney gave to the 
screen. His Paul Verin is something 
of a nightmare, but it should lure 
audiences. Repulsive in appearance, 
the unfortunate scholar wins sym- 
pathy. 

Jean Arthuc as Adele is a most 
attractive actress. She has the 
bloom of the fields, pretty and siveet. 
Miss Arthur is from Hollywood, an- 
other of the coast’s contributions to 
Broadway. Stuart Casey is a hiund- 
some fellow, well chosen as the 
crafty Berthaud. There are numer- 
ous other people, but these three are 
the important players, and because 
most of the dialog is between them 
the play lags at times. 

‘The Man Who Reclaimed His 
Head’ is the first collaborative man- 
agerial venture of Arthur Hammer- 
stein and lL. Lawrence Weber. It 
may not make some money on 
Broadway, but picture rights should 





net a neat sum. Ibee, 


SAN JOSE 


Now York, Sept. 9, 

It’s a gala week in Harlem's Span- 
ish colony. The San Jose, only 
Spanish theatre in the East, has re- 
opened with a completely Spanish 
stage and screen policy and a fairly 
heavy attraction both ways. Open- 
ing night the little theatre was 
jammed and with standees for both 
night shows, which is quite some- 
thing for this theatre, considering 
its various difficulties and past ex- 
perience, 


Hard to say whether the draw 
was the film ‘Santa’ or the stage 
show. ‘Santa’ is the first Mexican 
made picture, based on a generally 
known Spanish story, and with con- 
siderable rep in that colony. Stage 
show is headed by Adolfo Otero, es- 
pecially imported from Havana, and 
evidently a locai favorite. 


Otero, for many years, headed the 
Alhambra theatre in Havana. Al- 
hambra is what might be called a 
burlesque house except that it’s a 
bit too rough even to bear that tag. 
Women can’t buy their way in. For 
New York, seemingly, Otero has 
washed his ears. He has several 
members of his Alhambra theatre 
cast and the show is comparatively 
clean, That is, it's no dirtier than 
the ordinary Minsky show and (ex- 
cept that there’s no stripping) in 
pretty much the same taste—or lack 
of it. : 

Difference is that the Minsky au- 
dicnees sit impatiently through the 
stage comedy waiting for the girls 
to throw their clothes off. At the 
San Jose the audience thinks the 
jokes are the funniest ever heard 
and really prolong it as much as 
possible. Also there’s a moral 
thrown in toward the end. A nice, 
clean preachment, which makes all 
the audience hearts want to live 


better, cleaner, more useful lives. 
It’s okay, The San Jose audiences 
eat it up. 


There’s a vague sort of story that 
runs through the entire stage unit. 
The young boy is cheating with a 
wicked woman and papa bawls him 
out. So the youngster introduces 
papa and the latter falls for the gal 
himself. Son catches him in an em- 
barrassing position and then the ex- 
planation that papa was just trying 
to show the youngster what a wick- 
ed woman the gal really was. 

All this is highly hoked and at 
any minute the various company 
members break into song or dance 
or both, with all the dances, of 
ccurse, bearing a distinct rhumba 
flavor. Also, with no explanation or 
reason, the 10 chorus girls hop in 
and out. About a half dozen scene 
shiftings and the entire thing runs 
about 70 minutes, 

Otero is quite a capable comic. 
He is cast as the gallego, that be- 
ing a sort of mythical fall guy that 
appears in all Spanish musicals or 
revues. Mimi Cal is featured with 
Otero and she might as well be for- 
gotten. Then there’s a lad named 
Gilberto Delfino who’ has a highly 
ingratiating baritone and who may 
te worth considering for radio use 
generally in this country. Leo- 
poldo Fernandez is the black faced 
comic (that’s another traditional 
character in Spanish musicals) and 
seemed to be well liked by the audi- 
ence. He's a holdover from last 
year’s San Jose company and can 
dance. Rosaura Andreu is a pretty 
little c-eature who handles the in- 
genue role. She has a pleasant lit- 
tle voice and a nimble pair of hips 
for dancing purposes. If she knows 
any English and can unlearn the 
hand-waving tricks, she ought to be 
able to make headway in show biz 
in America. 

Gonzales (he doesn’t seem to have 
a front name) is the director artis- 
tico of the theatre, translates all the 
American pop tunes into Spanish 
for the chorus to sing, writes most 
of the dialog et cetera. He doesn’t 
know too much about staging, but 
handles the company with sufficient 
purpose. Billy Maxey is the maes- 
tzo coreografico, which means the 
dance stager, and has managed to 
imbue into 10 surprisingly pretty 
Spanish girls a notion of real 
rhythm and movement. 

As a novelty American trade can 
drop in and enjoy the show for a 
half hour or so any time. As a reg- 
ular thing it is a swell show for the 
Spanish, South American, Cuban 
and other Spanish-speaking resi- 
dents of New York. Kauf. 


FOX, BROOKLYN 


Brooklyn, Sept. 9. 


‘Hello Paree’ Idea is the current 
Fanchon & Marco contribution to 
the Brooklynites. Rates about 
average on construction and tal- 
ent, but offers a number of nov- 
elties. 

Main set shows a fanciful Pa- 
risian street, with th2 12 chorus 
girls and the stooges in Lynn 
Cowan's act as Frenchmen, with 
the exception of two of the men, 
who impersonate Americans. Snappy 
and rather noisy vocal and dance 
ensemble at opening, with the line 
girls going can-can for a routine 
with flouncy underskirts and rib- 
boned lingerie. Closes with a pa- 
rade of four hucksters’ barrows 
perambulated by huge dummies. 
Four men make love to the girls, 
and are left holding the dummy 
torsos, while the actual girls, who 
are bent over into the barrows, 








(Continued on page 36) 
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> Radio Monopoly Attempt by RCA 
Charged by KNX in Broadeast 





Hollywood, Sept. 12. 

Taking a business argument into 
the open, KNX, local Paramount 
station, instituted a novel way of 
hitting back at RCA, which, station 
officials claim, is trying to monop- 
olize the field of radio transmission. 
‘Editorial’ along those lines was read 
Monday (5) as part of the station’s 
news broadcasts. 

Excerpts from the broadcast fol- 
low: 

‘There has been considerable talk 
concerning governmental investiga- 
tion and prosecution concerning the 
Radio Corp. of America. This cor- 
poration is trying to monopolize the 
field of radio fransmission through 
the National Broadcasting Co., and 
the business itself through its ef- 
forts to control the manufacture 
and sale of transmitters. 

‘When we d-cided to build a 
50,000 watt transmitter we asked for 
bids, but found we could erect our 
transmitter for about $100,000 less 
than the price asked by this cor- 
poration. RCA did not get the con- 
tract. They then asked if we could 
arrange our contract to let them 
furnish part of the material. We 
gave, them orders for part of the 
tubes. 

‘Our equipment arrived. But there 
was delay by RCA. Explanations 
were peculiar. We checked up 
through third parties, who had not 
committed the unpardonable sin of 
failing to buy their equipment 
through RCA. They could get this 
equipment at once. We couldn't. 

‘It has been things of this kind 
that have shaken the public faith in 
large corporations. This self con- 
ceit makes them overlook the fact 
that their success depends upon the 
good will of the public. They fail 
to realize that boycotts often result 
from abuse of power. 

‘There are other manufacturing 
companies making receiving sets; 
there are other manufacturers and 
exhibitors of motion picture equip- 
ment than RCA and there are other 
programs on the air than those of 
the National Broadcasting Co. sta- 
tions. 

‘It is not until the dog bites you 
that you realize he is really mean. 
In our case he missed the mouthful.’ 


Coast NBC Keys Get 
‘Blue Monday’ Account 


Los Angeles, Sept. 12. ~ 

Don Lee’s CBS coast chain loses 
the Golden State creamery com- 
pany account, which for three years 
had the Blue Monday Jamboree, 
first of the air revues in this ter- 
ritory, and considered the best in 
its field. 

Golden State’s account now goes 
to KFI, Los Angeles, and KGO, San 
Francisco, the NBC coast key sta- 
tions, for a half hour small town 
comedy dramatic serial, emanating 
at the former station. 

Jamboree is continuing on KHJ 
as a sustainer. 


28 for 26 Wks. 


Dr. Miles Laboratories, makers of 
Alkaselzer, has allied itself with 
Columbia for the new season. Ac- 
count, after dropping off NBC a 
couple of months ago, goes back on 
the air Oct. 16 with a quarter-hour 
show Sunday afternoon using Fred- 
erick Landis, the news commentator, 
an eight-piece studio orchestra, the 
Four Norsemen, and Gertrude Lutzi, 
soprano. 

Contract with the network runs 
for 26 weeks and calls for a lineup 
of 28 stations. Landis is a brother 
of the baseball czar, K. M. Landis. 


DUTCH BAR SOVIET TALK 


The Hague, Sept. 3. 
Communist members of parlia- 
ment protested to Minister of Pub- 
lic Works because he forbade lis- 
tening in by subscribers upon ‘wired 




















wireless’ programs sent out by 
Soviet Russian broadcasting sta- 
tions. 


Receiving sets of ‘wired wireless’ 
are by this decree warned against 
tuning in on Moscow. Reason is to 
Stop Soviet propaganda in Holland 
by air, of which there is plenty 
through pamphlets and communist 
Papers 
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OOH! THAT VOICE 


Burns Cigar Finally Signatures the 
Singer It Wanted 





Phil Regan, tenor, makes his de- 
but on the Robert Burns Cigar show 
Sept. 21. Entry into the program 
had been originally scheduled for 
the week before. 

Contract signatured by the cigar 
account last week guarantees Re- 
gan 13 weeks. Warbling assign- 
ment of the show has previously 
been held exclusively by men in the 
Guy Lombardo band. Burns and 
Allen continue as previously. 


Soviet Exploits 
Stage, Screen in 


German Via Air 


Berlin, Sept. 3. 
For the last couple of years the 
Moscow Broadcasting station has 
included in its program every night 
a section in German. Into this 
broadcast a new item has been in- 


troduced. It is intended now to 
broadcast in German a theatre re- 
view from Moscow. 

Plays especially successful on the 
Moscow stages will be translated 
into German and will be produced 
in miniature by German actors at 
the Moscow microphone. Russian 
actors having command of the Ger- 
man language, will also be used for 
this work. 

The Stanislwsky theatre will also 
take part and well known directors 
will attempt to give at the micro- 
phone in German a description of 
the stage settings. Features on 
Soviet films will also be given in 
German over the air. Film studios 
in Moscow under the management of 
Egon Erwin Kisch, will send reports 
which will explain to the German 
radio audience the work done by 
the Soviet film studios. In a special 
section modern Soviet music will be 
broadcast together with explanatory 
lectures in German, 














Tax High, Programs Bad 


Stockholm, Sept. 3. 
I.ocal press and stage shows are 
taking digs at Swedish radio pro- 
grams. Complaitnt is that despite 
the government takes 12,500,000 kr. 
almost $1,000,000) in license fees 
for Swedes to own radios, the pro- 
grams are terrible with phonograph 
records and dull talks predominat- 
ing. 
The wealthy have American sets 
powerful enough to listen in to 
Germany, France, and England. 


RADEO 








1-Sheeting CBS 


Minneapolis, Sept. 12. 

WCCO, local CBS link. is 
using one-sheet posters and 
snipes to advertise the return 
to the air of the March of Time 
program, | 

It’s the first time that any 
station here has gone in for 
this type of advertising. 











PRICE QUOTING 


;rently looking over available enter- 


NOW OK ON CBS 





Lid on the mentioning of prices 
over the network goes off CBS this 
Thursday (15). New ruling laid 
down by the chain will permit ad- 
vertisers to quote figures any time 
of the day provided they limit the 
number of quotations and the length 
of the commercial copy as a whole 
to the scale drawn up by the Colum- 
bia sales department. As a protec- 
tive measure against criticism from 
the public and the press, NBC and 
CBS a couple of years ago got to- 
gether and adopted a rule banning 
any form of price mentioning what- 
ever, Several weeks ago NBC 
loosened the ban by permitting 
sponsors to do price quoting on the 
morning hours, with the move by 
Columbia coming as an expected se- 
quel, 

Under the scale set down by the 
CBS sales department an adver- 
tiser on for 15 minutes will be al- 
lowed two price mentions, provided 
he keeps his plug matter down toa 
minute and a half. On the half hour 
program the limit will be three 
mentions and three minutes of blurb 
copy, and for the hour session the 
advertiser may make it five price 
quotations as long as the prodacting 
boosting stuff doesn’t exceed six 
minutes. 

It is expected NBC will follow 
suit. 


CBS’ $250 SUS. OFFER 
NIXED BY BING CROSBY 


Bing Crosby has nixed CBS’ $250 
a week sustaining salary offer, pre- 
ferring to free lance and take his 
chances on catching a commercial. 
Crosby’s last figure with CBS was 
$1,500, but all the network wants to 
obligate itse'f for, right now, is $250 
until such time when it spots a 
crooner at bigger dough on a com- 
mercial, 

CBS and Morton Downey are simi- 
larly on the outs, although Downey 
is committed until next February 
with the chain. CBS collects 20% 
commish on Downey’s vaudfilm 
dates, currently getting $4,000 a 
week from Loew's. This is in line 
with a managerial contract held by 
CBS when it was first building up 
the singer. 

Ralph Wonders, head of the CBS 
artists’ bureau, states Downey is 
tied with the network until next 
September, but the artist contends 
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it’s only until February. 

















ERNO RAPEE 


General Musical Director 
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No Newspaper Ads to Plug Radio 
~ Programs Say the Natl Advertisers 





MORE PETROL 


Amoco and uiih 4 to Gas Up the 
Ether Waves 

petroleum _ brands 

network splurge are 

Both are cur- 


Two latest 
slated for a 
Amoco and Tydol. 


tainment material before putting the 
scrawl on Columbia time contracts. 
that the chain is particularly 
interested in selling Amoco takes in 
the Arthur Pryor band with Jay C. 
Flippen doing the m.c. 

With these two gas and oil re- 
tailers joining the network brigade, 
the petroleum trade will take third 
place as the biggest users of chain 
facilities. leaving the automotives 
as a class away in the rear, Cur- 
rent classification gives foods and 
beverages the lead and the drugs 
and toilet goods not far behind, with 
auto and tire makers filling the 
third spot. 

Of the oils and gasolines NBC 
leads the opposition chain by a wide 
margin, listing Mobiloil, Sunoil, 
Texaco, Cities Service, Conoco, Sin- 
clair and Socony for cross-country 
hookups. For regional broadcasts 
there are Gilmore, Richfield, Stand- 
ard Oil of New Jersey, Standard Oil 
of California and Union Oil of Cali- 
fornia, 


MUST CLICK IN 
6 WKS. ON AIR 
OR OUT 


New buildup policy in effect at 
the NBC studios in New York limits 
the candidates to a six weeks run. 
Either the aspirant td ether fame 
clicks sufficiently within that period 
to warrant continuance or off he goes 
to make room for the next in line. 
Network feels that the drive it’s 
now making on stage talent will 
keep the waiting queue lengthy. 

To recruit standard vaude acts as 
well as musical comedy names for 
its booking office, network is using 
the offer of six weeks of sustaining 
time as the main sales argument. 
Nothing is said about the number 
of chances per week the newcomer 
will be given on the air during the 
prescribed trial, unless the per- 
former gets down to particulars and 
insists upon knowing how many. 
He’s then told it depends on the 
open time available and the re- 
sponse his program gets as it goes 
along. As for the coin angle, while 
on the brief buildup, that’s some- 
thing the act is urged to regard as 
incidental and of minor import 
to the opportunity afforded. Around 
$10 per performance for a single 
and $25 for a trio are high figures. 

Many Conditions 

3ut the real rub doesn’t come 
until later. Before the network as- 
signs it to a sustaining schedule, the 
act is told it will have to signataure 
an NBC Artists Service manage- 
ment contract the time clause stip- 
ulating a minimum of one year and 
an option for an additional year. 
Under the terms of the contract the 
booking office guarantees nothing 
but to do its best to obtain work 
for the artist while the latter con- 
sents to pay through this period, to 
the artists’ service, a commission 
on all earnings as an entertainer. 

Obligation applies whether the 
bureau effects the booking or the 
turn, gets it itself or through an 
outside agent. In the case of a 
vaude date the performer would 
thereby be loaded down with three 
commissions, i. e., one for the cir- 





cuit booking office, another for the | 
agent that regularly represents, and | 
a third for the NBC Artists Service. | 
six- | 


That’s the price asked for a 
weeks opportunity on the air. 

As a result of the management 
contract twist the ranks of standard 
vaude acts has divulged few takers 
for the ether buildup chance, par- 
ticularly since the NEC artists’ ser- 


what may be the 
the 


Rezardless of 
attitude of their 
subject, national advertisers are 
turning thumbs down on the prop- 
sition of spending money for spot- 
light advertising in the newspapers 
this season. Of the raft of com- 
mercials scheduled to unveil their 
shows on the networks this month 
and next, only a rare exception 
nere and there has set aside an ap- 
propriation to cover this newsprint 
phase, say the advertising agencies, 

Policy of eliminating the com- 
mercial name from radio program 
listings has been pretty’ well 
edopitec by newspapers through- 
cut the country... Same goes for 
mention of the sponsor in the pub- 
licity blurbs. Spurred on by their 
trade associations, newspapers have 
taken the position that such men- 
tions come under the heading of 
free advertising, and if the ether 
merchandisers are interested in 
calling special attention to their 
programs the space is available at 
so much per inch. 

Advertising agencies as a rule 
are in favor of the paid newsprint 
pallyhoo, particularly for programs 


afrencies on 


inaking their debut, and are still 
urging their clients to buy up a 


flock of space prior to and for the 
first few weeks of the program's 
release. Accounts retort that they 





can’t see the sense of using adver- 
tising te plug advertising, and they 
would rather let the program build 
an audience slowly by word of 
mouth than yield to what they de- 
scribe as the shortsighted view- 
point taken by the newspapers. 
Pros and Cons 


Agency rejoiner to this is that 
the reaction of the program pank- 
roller is equally shortsighted. What 
the account overlooks, say the 
agencies, is the fact that the 
mcment it undertakes to sell a 
product through entertainment it 
is in an entirely new field of ad- 
vertising, and that the paid space 
serves a twofold purpose. It brings 
the product before the attention of 
the reader and at the same time 
gets the reader to tune in on the 
program, thereby expediting the 
creation of a listening following for 
he show 

To contend with the newspaper 
ban on commercial labels in the 
program listings several paid space 
ideas were tried out last season. 
One had a group of commercials on 
the same evening pool their spot- 
light copy in one ad, with the 
placing of the boilerplate among 
newspapers being left to one of the 
group. About the most prominent 
group that used the spotlight pool- 
ing plan was that made up of 
Mobiloil, Halsey Stuart & Co., Coca 
Cola and Jack Frost Sugar. But 
this pool, like all others of its type, 
petered out the past summer, and 
there is no indication of the idea 
being revived this season. 

Couple of advertising firms also 
pepped up in New York with the 
purpose of operating this pooling 





plan on a big. scale. Paid for 
lecolumn would include the net- 
work customers wholesale. Copy 
would be prepared from a central 
office and placed with the news- 
papers throughout the country. 


fecause of the large number of 
spcensors allied with the project, as 
the promoters had it figured out, 
the cost to the individual advertiser 
would be comparatively insignificant. 
But neither firm even got started. 
One dropped close to $35,000 in 
missicnary work, and the other 
around $15,000, 


Boasberg Moves Over 

Al Boasberg has split away from 
the Boasberg, Livingston & Rocke 
radio-management firm and gone 





under Mills-Rockwell’s direction. 
Livingstone and Rocke continue 
with their own radio artists and 
radio program plotting depts. Ben 
tocke, erstwhile Broadway clothier, 
'who is disposing of his Times 
| square business, will devote all his 


| time to that field. 





HARRY SOSNICK RENEWED 


vice decided to go into the business | Chicago, Sept. 12. 
of theatre booking on a big scale. | Phoenix hosiery has re-ticketed 
These vaude boys and girls, wise | Harry Sosnick for another six radio 
to the ways of representation agree- | discs. With him will be 7 Tom, Dick 
ments, are asking they be guaran-|and Harry and Madame D’Orsay, & 
teed a definite income or else the | fashion commentator. 
contract contain a clause permit-| The madame will journey to Chi- 
ting the act to step out upom a/ cago from Manhattan for the lab 
i} month's notice, } job. 
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JACK PEARL and FERDE GROFE 

Orchestra 
Commercial 
WEAF, New York 

Lucky Strike’s program Thursday 
night (8), 10-11 p. m., EDST, intro- 
duced Jack Pearl as a permanent 
comedy feature and Ferde Grofe as 
one of the Magic Carpet dance mu- | 
sic purveyors. No fault to find with 
Grofe’s staple music; 
that is a natural heritage from a 
long career of scoring for Paul 
Whiteman and the premier Ameri- 
can dance maestros. 

The signal feature of the L. S. 
hour was Pearl with a new ‘Baron 
Munchausen’ routine, seemingly 
fashioned for him by Lord & 
Thomas and not of his own choice | ; 
or contrivance. It didn’t show up 
Pearl to advantage. 

This script evidences anew the 
psychology which must obtain when- 
ever a Broadway comedian crosses 
Fifth avenue and goes up against 
one of those conservative program 
boards, either at the studios or from 
among the advertising counsel of 
the agency, not to mention the v.p.’s 
of the sponsored product.. For one 
thing, this here radio business has 
gotten to a point where everybody's 
anxious to hop aboard the ether 
bandwagon and collect that fancy 
cough, not forgetting the limitless 
opportunities the mike affords for a 








WILFREv GLENN 
Songs 
15 Mins. 
Sustaining 
WJZ, New York 

The basso of the Revelers {s de- 
buting.as a twice-weekly soloist on 
WJZ, doing his stuff Monday and 
Thursday evenings. He mixes up 
pops and specially written numbers, 
such as ‘Tomasso Rotundo, the 
Basso Profundo,’ which he an- 


a stability [nounced as having been dedicated to 


him by Geoffrey O'Hara, the com- 


poser, along with ‘Strange Interlude’ 


and kindred type songs. ‘Voice in 
the Old Village Choir’ is a fitting 


thematic. 


There have been all sorts of ten- 


ors, baritones and crooners on the 
air 
fashioned booming basso, especially 


waves, hence a_ good old- 


f he knows how to change his song 


pace as Glenn evidences, is some- 
thing different, at least. 


His Revelers’ antecedents are an- 


nounced, as is the invitation for an 
autographed photograph upon re- 
quest. 
dience test for whatever purpose 
NBC is priming Glenn. A 


or OF JOAN CHRISTOPHER 
M 
Commercial 

WOR, Newark 


This should be the best au- 


bel. 


ins. 


Retails the adventures of a new- 


comer from Beaver Dam, Ia., in the 
big city, with Hecker’s Flour releas- 


quick national rep. 


It may be that 


Pearl wasn't that anxious. He really 


doesn’t have to be. 


Economically, 


the Dutch comic is more than hold- 
ing his own with concurrent stage 
work, and at fancy lucre, if $3,500 
for a week at the Capitol means 


anything. 
But it’s a certainty Pearl must 


have made some compromise with 
himself to O. K. that material for 
the ‘Okay America’ program. 


ing it three evenings a week for 
the divertissement of the housewife. 
If the latter is one of those in- 
veterate readers of the confession 
mags the program will serve its 
purpose.. If not, the commercial 
is shooting wide of its mark, and 
the chances seem strongly that way. 
Second episode (9) had the girl 
jammed in a speak brawl, and it 
was only the day after her arrival. 
Within that time she got a pickle 
salesman to pay her room rent and 


0. G. VAN KAMPEN 
Talks 

Psychology Talke 
Sustaining 

WGY, Schenectady 

Van Kampen, described as a ‘con- 
sulting psychologist to some of the 
country’s largest industrial con- 
cerns,’ talks for 15 minutes one 
afternoon a week over an NBC red 
network. Speaks on how one’s per- 
sonality can be developed, efficiency 
increased, outlook on life broadened, 
and individual well-being generally 
promoted. Concrete cases, presented 
in letters from listeners, or uncov- 
ered by Van Kampen in his outside 
contacts, are discussed, 

The aim here is to bring directly 
to the attention of thousands of 
people problems that are consid- 
ered by writers in magazines of the 
inspirational, self = improvement 
type and in business publications, 
How successful are these psycho- 
logical air clinics remains for the 
individual listener to say. There is 
plenty of common sense and some 
practical suggestions on _ self-im- 
provement in Van Kampen’s talks. 


While the patter is familiar to 
anyone who has read psychological 
articles of this type, it is delivered 
in a manner that sounds impres- 
sive and authoritative. Some of the 
terms used are so general that a 
definition—if they can be defined— 
would make the discourses clearer, 


However, it is doubtful whether 
in 15 minutes Van Kampen can ac- 
curately ‘diagnose’ a case that has 
come to him via letter, the sender 
of which is unknown to him, Thus 
his attempt, on a recent broadcast, 
to explain the discharge by a large 
corporation of a listener,, a man 
who had been a faithful employe 
for 30 years, was not entirely suc~ 











-cessful. 


-Van Kampen’s talking style is a 
cross between that of a teacher and 


TREE Le OD Wee Oe oe ee 


East 





Atlas Broadcasting Corp. Fort 
Lee, N. J. is applying for a license 
to erect a 500-watter, limited to 10 
hours operation a day. 

Sheila Murphy comes to WHEC, 
Rochester, from Buffalo and brings 
feature, ‘Happiness House.’ Bill 
Adams will take the part of the hus- 
band. 

Friends are booming Gunnar 
Wiig, baseball announcer over 
WHEC, for Worid’s Series job. 

Lawrence G. Hickson, president 
of WHEC, has smallest radio set. 

Janette Segalla and Raoul Bou- 
squet, both of Woonsocket, R. L, 
were married there, Sept. 3. Both 
sing together on radio programs 
broadcast by Station WPRO, Provi- 
dence, and they ‘blame’ the radio 
for their romance. 

Ben Grauer, NBC announcer on 
New York staff, emulated the bus 
driver, etc., by visiting out-of-town 
studios on his vacation. 

Wesley Barry, former film juve, 
goes on the air over WGY, Schenec- 
tady, as leader of an orehestra next 
week (Sept. 18-25) from the New 
Kenmore hotel, Albany. 

Harry Bronson, radio writer for 
the Chapman publications. of Long 
Island, was killed in a motor crash 
in Brooklyn. He wrote a weekly 
feature, ‘Behind the Mike.’ 

Ed Harvey, production manager 
at KDKA, Pittsburgh, has gone to 
WCAE, Hearst-controlled station, 
in a similar capacity. 

Stephanie Diamond, announcer at 
WCAE, had a screen test made by 
RKO-Radio while in New York ona 


| F 





PELT Ete PRET PTT ETE PT Fl fe? ts he 


who is King of Jazz. Dispute among 
the station’s listeners, so the Mil-« 
waukee ‘Journal’ radio column igs 
ballcting until Sept. 13 to solve the 
protlem. 

Emerson Winter, announcer, 
WoOC, Davenport, and WHO, Des 
Moines, both owned and operated 
by the Central Broadcasting Co., 
now business manager of station at 
WHO, succeeding Charles Denny, 
out. 





West 


KFWI, San Francisco, denied ap- 
plication to increase day power from 
500 to 1,000 watts oy FRC. 

Radio commission will hear plea 
of KTFI, Twin Falls, Idaho, to 
double present power of 500 watts, 

A. P. Miller is seeking permission 
to assign the license of KPJM, 
Prescott, Ariz., to M. B. Scott and 
Edward C, Sturm. 

KGPQ, municipal police station 
of Honolulu, is granted permission 
to use station for communicating 
with mobile fire units. 

KMTR, Hollywood, is after an ins 
— of power from 500 watts to 

The Denver Musicians’ Union are 
co-operating with KOA in an effort 
to interest more people in the cause 
of music generally. The series will 
be broadcast three times a week, 
on Wednesdays over KOA, Denver, 
and on Fridays and Sundays over 
the Orange NBC network. Local or- 
chestras will rotate and will include 
groups playing at hotels, theatres 
and dances. 








a 


to line up a young songwriter, privy 
to the lowdown of all that graces aj @ lecturer. 
Broadway columnist’s daily stint, as| are offered. It might be that a 
a likely meal ticket. For the ether|Supper-hour or Sunday-evening 
the dialog frequently went rough| broadcast would reach a larger in- 
and rowdy, and not so nice for prim | terested audience, Feature is edu- 
ears. . cational. Jaco. 
Just before the Sgoous jag | author —_-— 

had the girl from aver Dam go 

rhapsodical over the ‘beauty of the ‘BIRD OF PARADISE’ | 
great city,’ the mystery and adven- Playlet, Music, Songs 
ture that lurked around each corner y Mins. _ ' 

and the grip that the town gets on| vommercia 


The idea probably sounded rich, 
with all sorts of opportunities for 
Pearl to evidence what a funny fel- 
low he is. There always has been 
a psychologically humorous quirk 
about an exaggerated liar, providing 
the exaggerations are grotesque 
enough. Pearl tried that; and didn’t 
do badly with his own: delivery, but 
the,.materia!: was hit-and-miss. He 
needs an author, or rather Monte 
Hackett of Lord & Thomas,. whose 
particular headache is the L. S. 


Copies of his addresses Julius Leib, commuting between 
Kansas City and Topeka, conducting 
Salon orchestra and two half hours 
for KMBC and keeping up with his 
duties as music director of WIBW. 
David Runyan, new addition to 
WIBW, Topeka, announcing staff. 
Uncle Dave, children’s entertainer 
of WIBW, to celebrate his sixth 
continuous year on the air Oct. 1}. 


vacation. 

Darrell Martin, ex-radio ed of 
Pittsburgh ‘Sun-Tele,’ will have the 
first issue of his air mag, ‘Radio 
Review,’ on the newsstands Sept. 24. 
Billy James, now with the Radio 
Rubes, slated for an NBC buildup. 
Tommy Rockell trying to think 
of a new name for Jean Boaz, war- 
bler import from WLW, Cincy. 
Lanny Ross, digging back for old 
ballads, unearths one called ‘The 











program, should see to it that the 
scriptists do better by Pearl. 

Billy Wells is said to’ have au- 
thored this series. ‘It may be that 
after establishing the character it/c 
will become funnier in ifs: develop- 
ment. The first of the series, how- 
ever, did naught but set the motif— 
and radio ‘audienccs’ have: little pa- 
tience with motifs, especially if 
laughs have been promised them, 


The formula for the rest of it 
remains the same, with Walter 
O'Keefe piloting the ‘magic carpet’ 
from Grofe’s orchestra (or .what- 
ever the band), to the feature, to 
Howard Claney, for those drooling 
ad spiels, und then all over again. 
The hour has become too stylized: 
It’s been slipping for weeks and only’ 
when there’s something in the way 
of a personality, such as. Capt. 
Mollison (as recently), to highlight 
it, does it overcome the formula 
dullness. Pera 

The Magic Carpet ought to go|t 
back to Bagdad in camphor for a|t 
while and permit Lord & Thomas |¢ 
to bring something new to the air 
waves. From its position as the 
biggest radio hour, L. S. has slipped 
and been eclipsed by Ed Wynn's 
Texaco and Chase & Sanborn’s 
Sunday night hour, among others. l 

Abel. 


TO THE LADIES 

With Leon Belasco’s orchestra, 
Evan Evans, David Ross 

80 Minutes 

Commercial 

WABC, New York 


Woodbury Soap hopped back on 
the airlanes Friday evening (9) with 
a show niftily framed for its pur- 
pose. Appeal is directed exclusive- 
ly toward the women and what it’s 
got: here is perfectly motivated to 
associate the program with the 
product. Music is soft, soothing and 
dreamy with the romantic ditty and 
waltz dominating the repertoire, 
and the baritone of Evan Evans 
lends inself adroitly to the atmas- 
phere intended and the poetic inter- 
ludes by the resonant voiced David 
Ross blend themselves into the pro- 
~—e with a touch of the old 
a. 


On this revised affair Ross of the 
CBS announcing staff and ‘Poets 
Gold’ note, doubles both as m.c. and 
reader of the commercial copy. 
Poetry recitals here are brief and 
well chosen. For the initial session 
Rogs picked on ‘My Love Is Like a 
Red; Red Rose,’ with this twist most 
probably an innovation for spon- 
sored spasms On either of the net- 
works, 


Makeup of the instrumental en- 
semble is strong on the reeds and 
strings, with the Belasco violin fre- 
quently weaving itself in for the 
solg intervals. Initial show revealed 
a neat balancing of musical num- 
bers, despite the exclusive speciali- 
zation-in ballads and waltzes. If 
it’s ‘charm, softness and allure’ that 
the commercial is trying to convey 
through the entertainment phase of 
the program, it’s picked a nigh per- 
fect mode of expression, Odec. 





pickup, 
Flakes program, which features the 
‘Singing Lady’ in rhymes and lul- 


the young imagination. 


Lots of action in the plot and lots 


Commercial credit 
ould stand clipping. Sandbags it- 


dec. 


KIDDIE HOUR 

Daily 
Sustaining-Commercial 
KECA, Los Angeles 


Three distinct and varied kiddie 


programs emanate from this station | terrent. 
daily between 5 and 6 p.m., fol- 
et tty mod 5 Phd ‘*, eae See to react against the picture’s draw, 
, 3 -~land, after all, that’s the prima 

rie Leaf, the ‘bad-time story teller.’ end 
First of the shows aimed directly 
at the youngsters is the Big Brother M. H. Aylesworth scheme of things 
Ken half hour, a sustaining pro- . - 
gram, made up almost exclusively | to extend the radio facilities to films 
of vocal and instrumental numbers | for mutual advantage. 

by amateur juve talent. Performers 
are usually of tender ages, a fact 


hat is reflected in their attempts 
o entertain. Program has been on 
he air for many months, and un- 


doubtedly has its following. 


Next 15 mins. is an NBC network 
the Kellogg Pep Brand 


abies. This program smacks of 


merit, and overcomes many of the 
faults of the preceding 30 mins. 


Final quarter hour is a commer- 


cial for the Peerless Laundry, fea- 
turing the exploits of Al, 
and Mac, 
ship, stranded on Elephant Island. 
There’s a monoplane tieup with this 
one, with free air trips to San Fran- 
cisco for the best models submitted 
in the Peerless World Flight club’s 
contest. 


Tommy 
and the mystery ghost 


Leaf’s ‘bad-time’ stories are more 


suited for adult ears, but he has a 


considerable kiddie following local- 
ly, and most of the youngsters keep 
the radio tuned in for his nightly 
nursery rhymes in dialect. 


BATTER UP 

With Allen Jocelyn, Peggy Allenby 
15 Mins. 

Sustaining 
WJZ, New York 

It was obvious after the first two 
or three chapters of this one that 
the author was running short of sit- 
uation ideas. The succeeding epi- 
sodes were beginning to smack of 
repetition, with just a minor item 
here and there revamped. 

But fundamentally it was the 
same thing, an egotistical, loud- 
mouthed, boasting mug from the 
baseball diamond putting on an ex- 
hibition of crass dumbness. Good 
piece of characterization, but the 
dialog, like the situations, lacks that 
sparkling and varied touch. 

Show’s been getting a nightly re- 
lease, with the exception of Satur- 
day and Sunday, and spotted at 
10:30 p. m. Both Jocelyn, as the 
ball player, and Miss Allenby, as 
the wife, fill the parts snugly. Way 
they handle the characters and the 
situations register them solidly as 
scasoned troupers of the mike. In 
most chapters these are the only 
characleie Odec. 


WEAF, New York 


Tabloidization of ‘Bird of Para- 


of. color in the dialog. But not so/dise’ hit the WEAF chain of the 
much comedy. 


NBC Thursday night (8) at 9:30 
p. m. EDST for a half hour, as an 


self by rambling to the points it’s|institutional builder-upper for the 
trying to make and over-wordage. 


RKO Radio picture which premiered 
on Broadway at the Mayfair the 
next evening. . 

This is one way not to ethereally 
plug the NBC’s affiliated RKO film 
product. Dialog at best is difficult. 
to center listener interest, and, as 
sketchily done. It’s a double - de- 
The primary fault is the 
sketching of a story which is bound 


purpose of this institutional bally- 
hoo. This is all in line with the 


—as prez of both RKO and NBC— 


This half hour was introduced by 
Richard Walton Tully, the author, 
who paid tribute to the cinematic 
treatment by the studio, mentioning 
Del Rio, McCrea and others by 
name, and also the past stage and 
screen interpreters of his famous 
play. Then followed ‘Out of the 
Blue,’ the thematic furnished by 
Max Steiner’s musical score, which 
George Brabin further vocalized. 
Next came the dramatic tabloidiza- 
tion, a very dull exposition, topped 
off by a finale vocal chorus. 


It lacked all the elements to at- 
tract and center the focal interest 
for which this half hour was pri- 
marily designed—i. e., as a bally for 
the film. Abel. 


TAPESTRIES OF LIFE 
Singing, Talk, Instrumental 
Commercial 
KFI, Los Angeles 

Sponsors (Forest Lawn Memorial 
park) of the revival of this 45 min- 
utes of radio entertainment chose 
an unfortunate initialer in a pro- 
gram interspersed with Scotch di- 
alect, which is probably the most 
difficult to understand over the 
ether, 


Barring this one deficiency, pro- 
gram was thoughtfully constructed, 
with the well-selected music and 
the talk shading smoothly, one into 
the other, through the monolog of 
Don Wilson. Sponsors’ plug was 
used judiciously. Unless. dialect 
clouds the reception in future 
broadcasts, the program will stack 
up well with local, and many na- 
tional airings. 

Program, on each Tuesday night, 
from 9 to 9:45, is woven around 
some historical feature of the ceme- 
tery by means of atmospheric music 
and dialog written in the mood of 
the period. With ‘Oh, Sweet Mys- 
tery of Life’ as the theme tune, the 
first broadcast used such selections 
as ‘Bonnie Brie,’ ‘Annie Laurie’ and 
‘Oh, My Darling.’ 

Jerry Cady and Glenn Dolberg 
prepared the program, with Bernice 
Foley, Robert Sherwood, Eva Mudge 
and Harry Lonsdale handling the 
dialog in the broadcast 





Code of the Hand Squeeze.’ 

Burt McMurtrie, CBS commercial 
program director, arrived by way 
of newspaper work, vaude, stock 
and pictures. 

Ann Roberts, of vaude, learning 
about the mike over WRNY, N. Y. 


Mid-West 


WTMJ was cut off from its lis- 
teners for an hour and a half Labor 
Day afternoon when an interurban 
jumped the track after hitting an 
automobile and pulled down the 
station’s power lines running into 
the plant in Waukesha county, 








South 


Arch McDonald, sports announcer 
for WDOD, Chattanooga, was re- 
cently presented with a Ford sedan 
by baseball fans. of Chattanooga 
and vicinity, for his broadcasting of 
games played.by the Chattanooga 
Southern Assotiation team. 

FRC has denied the Tennessee 
State Press, Knoxville, a license for 
a new 1,000-watt station. Company 
failed to appear during the allotted 
time. 

A new 5,000-watt station, caHed 
letters KOMO, representative of 
Oklahoma and the southwest, will 
be on the air about Oct. 20, replac- 








WTMJ is going to find out again 


ing KJJF. 





New Program Calendar 


Periods on the air for the first time, or resuming commercially 





TUESDAY, SEPT. 13 
Ben Bernie (NBC). Resumes his 
half-hour weekly stunt for Premier 
Malt Sales Co., but now on the op- 
position network. Originates from 
WEAF, N. Y., 9 p. m., EDST. 
‘LaChoy Serenaders’ (CBS). Spon- 
sored by LaChoy Food Products, 
Ine. Originates Tuesdays and 
Thursdays from WABC, N. Y., 11 
to 11:15 p. m., EDST. 
‘Aunt Jemima’ (CBS). Tess Gar- 
della resumes for Wyeth Chemical 
Co. (Jad Salts) on a Tuesday, 
Wednesday, Thursday slate. Orig- 
inates from WABC, N. Y., 2 to 2:15 
p- m., EDST. 

WEDNESDAY, SEPT. 14 
‘Sweetheart Program’ (NBC). 
Sponsored by Manhattan Soap Co., 
with orchestral combo, tenor and 
beauty expert yet to be selected. 
Originates from WJZ., N. ¥., 11:45 
to 12 noon, EDST. 


THURSDAY, SEPT. 15 


‘Barbara Gould’ (CBS). Resumes 
series of beauty talks on behalf of 
Barbara Gould, Ine., originating 
from WABC, N. Y., 10:45 to 11 a. m., 
EDST. 

‘Mouth Health’ (NBC). Sponsored 
by the Calsodent Co. String music 
and talk on mouth care by Marley 
Sherris. Originates from W4JZ., 
N. Y., 9:45 to 10 a. m., EDST. 

‘Frigidarians’ (NBC). Sponsored 
by the Frigidaire Corp., over WJZ 
network, taking in th? basic blue, 
northwestern, southeastern, south 
central and mountain groups, and 
aiso Orange, west coast, link. Origi- 
nates from WLW, Cincy., each 
Tuesday, Wednesday, Thursday, 5 to 
5:15 p. m., EDST, with dance band 
under Floyd Schaffer ang Charles 
Allen, speaker. 

FRIDAY, SEPT. 23 

‘Christy Walsh’s Football Show’ 
(CBS). Sponsored by General Foods, 
combinging gridiron guest stars, 
dramatic episodes from _ football 
history and musical _ interludes. 
Originates from WABC, N. Y., 9 to 
9:30 p. m., EDST, 








SUNDAY, SEPT, 25 
‘Big Ben’s Dream Dramas’ (NBC), 
Sponsored by Western Clock Co, 
Resumes after summer layoff over 
basic red, KSTP, WTMJ, KOA, 
KSL, KPO and KECA. Originates 
from WJZ, N. Y., 5:30 to 5.45 p. m., 


EST. 
MONDAY, SEPT 26 

‘Easy Aces’ (CBS). Lavoris 
Chemical Co, resumes Goodman Ace 
and his wife, Jane, with the bridge 
table patter, Monday, Wednesday 
and Friday. Originates from Chi- 
cago, WBBM, 9:15 to 9:35 p. me. 
CST. 

‘H-Bar-O Rangers’ (CBS). Cowe 
boy script show sponsored by Hecke 
er H-O Co., Monday, Wednesday, 
Friday, with separate program pro- 
duced on coast for western stations. 
Originates WABC, N. Y., 5 to 5:15 
p. m., EST. 

‘Dromedary Caravan’ (NEC). Kid 
script show dealing with desert life 
and sponsored by Hills Bros. Co, 
Monday, Wednesday, Friday. Origi- 
nates from WJZ, N, Y., 5:15 to 5:30 
p. m., EST. 

‘Fu Manchu’ (CBS). Campagna 
Italian Balm introduces the Sax 
Rohmer series on the air. Orig- 
inates from the network's Chicago 
studios, coming through WABC, 
N. Y., 8.46 p. m. EST. 

TUESDAY, SEPT. 27 

‘Seketary Hawkins’ (NBC). Spon- 
sored by Ralston Purina Co. Juve 
script serials, Tuesday, Thursday, 
Saturday, originating from WEAF, 
N. Y., 5:30 to 5:45, EST. 

‘Kraft Phenix Table Talks’ (NBC). 
Kraft Phenix Cheese Co. presenting 
Mrs. A. M. Goudiss, culinary expert, 
and instrumental ensemble. Origi- 
nates from WEAF, N. Y., 11 to 11:15 
a.m., EST. 

‘Abe Lyman’s Round-the-Town’ 
(CBS). Sterling Products, makers 
of Phillips Magnesia Toothpaste, re- 
turns the Lyman band and Frances 
Langford on a Tues., Thurs. and 
Sat. slate. Originates from WABC, 


\N. ¥. 8.15 to 8.30 p. m. EST, 
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“THE MOSTA OF THE BESTA” 


BLUE RIBBON MALT 


(GOOD OLD BLUE RIBBON MALT) 


has the honor of announcing 
that 


The Old Maestro 


and all the lads 


will resume broadcasting 


September 13 


ON THE BIG NBC 
RED NETWORK 


WEAF and Associated Stations 


9:00 P.M. Eastern Day. Sav. Time 
8:30 P.M. Pacific Coast Time 























The Old Maestro and all the lads, as well as 
the “Alma Malta”, Blue Ribbon Malt---good, old 
Blue Ribbon Malt, take this opportunity of thank- 
ing the Radio Editors of these United States 


for their courtesies and kind consideration. 








Opening October 1, 1932 
“Good Old” College Inn, Hotel Sherman, Chicago 


DIRECTION Personal Representatives 
M.C.A. Herman & Jeff Bernie 
CHICAGO 1619 Broadway, New York 








‘ — ££. 








80 VARIETY 


RADIO 


Tuesday, September 13, 1932 





————_———_—___x______ } _______ Es 


ubbs, Wringing Wet, Making — 


U. S. Senate Bid Via Air Route 


DROPS WAX SURCHARGE 
TO ENCOURAGE SALES 


Hollywood, Sept 12. 


Tallant Tubbs, who won the Re- 
publican nomination for the United 
States Senate on a wringing wet 
platforiu defeating the veteran 
Samuel Shortridge, will wage his 


fiz)t for election mostly with radio 
records. He intends to work on 
the theory of 75% entertainment, 
and onlv 25% political spieling. 
His campaign managers are now 
trying to line up a recognized night 
club or picture studio orchestra for 
the musical end, and figure on using 
outstanding picture names on each 
broadcast as part of the entertain- 


ment. 

Tubhs decided to rely on radio 
for his campaign because of the 
strong showing made in the pri- 
maries by the Rev, Bob Shuler, 
L. A.’s radio-spieling cleric, who, 
following an extensive air cam- 


paign, won the Prohibition nomi- 
nation, ran third on the Republican, 
an2 second on the Democratic 
ticket. He polled a total state vote 
higher than that of any other can- 
didate. 

Tubbs’ radio wax campaign calls 
for 15-min. programs six nights a 
week for a month before election. 
His opponent on the Democratic 
ticket is William Gibbs McAdoo. 





Tom, Dick and Harry’s Chore 
Chicago, Sept. 12. 
Bo-Peep Ammonia will make 
itself known in a big way over 
WGN. Starting Sept. 29 and con- 
tinuing for 26 weeks, they will 
sponsor a 15-minute program six 
nights a week at 6:30 p. m. 








Los Angeles, Sept. 12. 

To catch more record business on 
its smaller stations, Don Lee CBS 
coast system has removed the sur- 
charge from wax programs going 
cut over KDB, Santa Barbara, and 
KGB, San Diego. 

Removal of the former added 
charges cuts the commercial rate 
about 25 to 50% and figures a $7.50 
Slice from each 15-minute period. 

Surcharge, which had been added 
on disc bills as a means of meeting 
the overhead on staff talent, idle 
during record periods, remains on 
ai the network’s larger stations, 
KHJ, here, and KFRC, San Fran- 
cisco. 





4 Marx Bros. on Wax 
For Radio Commercial 


Chevrolet has decided to wait a 
couple of weeks before making a 
decision on the Four Marx Broth- 


ers. Reported, however, that the 
possibility of an okay from the 
sponsor’s end looks slim. 

Columbia had the team record a 
half-hour program on the coast, 
which stencilling the network sent 
on to the auto maker’s* home of- 
fice in Detroit, a fortnight ago. 














S. A. in Radio 





The radio editor on one of 
the New York dailies called the 


CBS press department and 
wanted to know who the ‘new 
girl singer’ was on a dance 


orchestra program coming out 
of the Chicago studios. Col- 
umnists vouchsafed she sound- 
ed swell to him and said he'd 
like a picture of her. Wired 
the press department to the 


networks p.a. in Chicago, 
Steve Trumbull: 
‘Please send leg picture of 


new singer on so-so program,’ 


Came back the answer: 
‘Singer refuses to take leg 
picture.’ 


Said the next wire from the 
New York end: ‘Please insist 


upon leg picture. Will make 
good publicity break.’ 
‘Okay about that picture 


now, telegraphed Trumbull, 
‘Do you want his Paris gar- 
ters to show”? 











MAXWELL’S HOUR 


Show Boat Idea, With Winninger, 
In Lieu of 15 Min. Programs 








Maxwell House Coffee, starting 
Oct. 3, will go from three 15-minute 
shows to a single weekly spasm 
running a full hours. Revised pro- 
gram will be framed around the 
showboat idea, with the cast tenta- 
tively set including Charles Win- 
ninger, the Hall Johnson Choir, 
Jules Bledsoe, Molasses and Febru- 
ary, colored comic duo; Mabel Jack- 
son and a 35-piece orchestra under 
Don Voorhees’ direction. 

Current clocking has the coffee 
account on UBC for quarter-hour 
shots Monday, Tuesday and Wed- 
nesday evenings. 





NBC’S FREE SHOWS ON 
AMS. ROOF ‘SELL OUT’ 


NEC is four weeks behind in com- 
| plying with requests for free ducats 
| to the various commercial broad- 
leasts in the Times Square studio 
atop the New Amsterdam theatre. 
The small house seats only 650. Five 
programs being etherized and the 
requests for seats are increasing in 
numbers. 

The adv agencies chiefly dispense 
the cards of admission, although 
NBC also has a quota for its own 
disposal. 

Sunday nights the Chase & San- 
born coffee hour does its stuff in 
front of an audience. Mondays it’s 





Maxwell; Tuesday, Texaco (Ed 
Wynn); Weée@nesday, Stanco’s 


(Flit), ‘Big Time,’ sketch; Thurs- 
day,Flieschmann Yeast-Rudy Vallee. 

Occasionally symphony orches- 
tras do their stuff on sustainings 
during the afternoon and there are 
limited invitees, but primarily the 
big commercials manifest this pub- 
lic interest. 

There is no charge for the tickets 
which, for the asking, ultimately 
come through to all who make re- 
quest. For a time somebody was 
scalping these for $1 and 50c but 
that’s been stopped through an of- 
ficial drive outside the theatre at 
radio time, which curbed that evil 
pronto. 





More Gossip 
Hollywood, Sept. 12. 


Douglas Hodges will go on the 
air nightly over KNX to do a 
three-minute gossip broadcast on 
Hollywood for ‘Motion Picture 
Magazine.’ 

Feature will be spotted in con- 
nection with the station’s evening 





news pregram, 





Liberal Time for 
Politics Urged by 
Fed. Radio Chief 


Washington, Sept. 12. 
Broadcasters, in a communication 


from Harold A. Lafount, acting 
chairman of the Federal Radio 
Commission, are urged to allow 


political spellbinders liberal use of 
their facilities during the present 
campaign. 

In replying to queries from transe- 
mitter owners on FRC’s stand ree 


garding airings of candidates, La- 
fount contends that radio should 
prove a big factor in moulding the 
vote, and that to aid in this should 
be construed as the highest form 
of public service. 

Radio act permits a broadcaster 
to refuse the use of his station to 
any and all candidates, but the 
commissioner frowns on such a pole 
icy as short-sighted. 


Law also provides that if a 
broadcaster grants time to one can- 
didate he must do the same for any 
other aspirant to the same office 
who may apply. Only right of cen- 
sorship is to see that no obscene, 
indecent, profane or defamatory 
language is etherized. 

With both major 
candidates on the big chains, that 
means that a Socialist, Communist 
or Prohibitionist opponent can de- 
mand facilities if he has the cash 
to command the layout. 
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WHITEMAN AS 
AIR ADVISOR 
FOR 6-M 


Good possibility of Paul White- 
man taking over the assignment of 
advisor on radio activities for Gen- 
eral Motors. Bandman spent several 
days last week in Detroit discussing 
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the proposition with the auto com- 
bine’s execs. Understanding is that 
Whiteman will undertake the task 
with the proviso that he retain his 
idertity as a band leader, which 
woul-] keep his present organization 
intact and permit it to go on play- 
-ng dine and dance spot engage- 
ments. 

Role would give Whiteman super- 
vision over any and all programs 
bankrolled by General Motors. Under 
the plans that the GM execs have 
in mind, the Whiteman Friday night 
half-hour would be retained to plug 
the Oakland cars, while the band- 
man would organize another tri- 
weekly program to take the place of 
the ‘Parade of States’ session whose 
contract on NBC expires Oct. 17. 
Also under his direction would come 
2 separate show ballyhooing Chey- 
rolet. 





Prairie Grande Dames 
Guests on WGN Program 


Chicago, Sept. 12. 
Bros. department store 
the ‘Bridge Club of the 
Air’ over WGN every Sunday after- 
noon for a half hour between 1:30 
and 2. Some local society matron 
will be invited to talk on each pro- 
gram with Edward LeDron, bridge 
expert, also figuring 
On Mondays and Fridays 15-min- 


Mandel 
will sponsor 
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ute programs with LeDron alone will 
be broadcast at 6:45. 





Arzen on WLS 
Chicago, Sept. 12. 
Arzen, good for sniffles in the 
nose, will go after the farmers 


starting Nov. 15 over WLS. Late 
starting date is to give the germs a 
chance to get around for the winter 
season, . 

Phil Kalar, baritone, will supply 
‘song portraits’ to arrest the farm- 









9:15 P.M. Mon-Thurs. ‘ 


er’s attention. 
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Atmosphere 


Pittsburgh, Sept. 12, 
One of the local air sta- 
tions, scouting high and low 
for a place of vantage from 
which to broadeast the recent 
American Legion parade here, 





finally picked a™ novel locale, 
to say the least. 

The temporary sending out- 
fit was rigged up in the men’s 
room on one of the upper 
floors of a department store. 


$109,000 RADIO LIBEL 
SUIT VS. WEEI BY M.D. 


Salem, Sept. 12. 

The owner of a Boston radio stu- 
jio faces a suit for $100,000 as the 
result of the broadcasting of news 
items. Dr. James C. Rowley of 
Lynn has brought suit for that 
amount against the Edison Electric 
lliuminating Co. of Boston, owner 
of WEEI. The physician charges 
that his reputation was injured and 
his business damaged as the result 
of a news item broadcast from 
WEEI last June 19. 

WEEI broadcasts news items sup- 
plied by the Boston ‘Globe’ five 











Mass., 











times daily. 





From Mills Bros. to Dr. 
Anspacher—Vick’s Idea 


Vick’s Vapo-Rub comes back to 
the ether by way of a network hook- 
up the early part of next month. 
Medicinal account is doing its ne- 
gotiating for time with NBC, Last 
season it was on a Columbia web 
with the Mills Brothers. 

Among those already given an 
audition for the program have been 
Mark Warnow and a 10-piece or- 
chestra, Philip Steele, tenor, and 
Dr. Louis Anspacher, playwright 
and lecturer on the theatre, 





Listening to Advice 
Ray Knight threw a preview of 
his ‘Wheatenaville Gazette’ show for 
the trade ad critics, and as a result 
of the latter’s comments, the ac- 
count agreed to restrict the plug- 





ging. 
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NBC Makes ‘Em a Bebeve It Weens 
Because They re Too Lousee to Click 





Chicago, Sept. 12. 

Four officials at RKO and four at 
NBC did practically nothing last 
| week except hear auditions for the 
| nation-wide NBC - RKO ‘talent 
quest.’ They whittled about 1,100 
would-be professionals to 175, who 
get a run-off this week in groups of 
four and five at each performance 
of the Palace and State-Lake the- 
atres. 





Majority of the candidates were 
handled at NBC and given the big 
institutional flash with Alex Robb 
acting as the ‘break it to ’em gently’ 
| dip: ‘omat. Speed with courtesy is an 

auditioning problem that show busi- 
| ness proper never solved. L. J. 
Fitzgerald, Charley Gilchrest and AI 
Williamson helped Robb persuade 
the yokels that NBC was really 


PRESS MUST OK RADIO 
ON GRID BROADCASTS 


Los Angeles, Sept. 12. 

Local radio stations asking for the 
privilege of broadcasting Univer- 
sity of Southern California football 
games, have been notified by the 
university that only those stations 
recommended by the newspapers 
will be allowed the broadcasting fa- 
cilities. 

This does not include the two 
chain stations, KHJ, the CBS out- 
let, and KFI, the NBC spot here, 
which already have been granted the 
privilege for the coming fall games. 

Situation has further widened the 
breach between stations and news- 
papers, which was brought about 
over the alleged discrimination at 
the Olympic games against the 
ether in favor of the press. 

With three stations, KFAC, 
KFWB and KRKD, tied-in with 
newspaper connections, other sta- 
tions see in the latest stand an ab- 
solute shut-out and a proof to them 
that local newspapers are trying in- 

















directly to control the air. 


heartsick because 
lousy to qualify. 


they were tod 


Instrumentalists were auditioned 
by RKOers at the Erlanger, hired 
for the occasion because musicians’ 
union doesn’t permit instrumental- 
ists to be auditioned at a broad- 
casting studio except with stand-by 
musicians duly compensated. Tom 
Carmody, Tom Powell, Ed Beck and 


John Joseph took care of this de- 
partment. Ingenues at the Palace 
and Paddy Clift’s band at the State. 
Lake made natural openings for the 
run-offs. Two winners from each 
house will be eliminated down to 
a city champion at the Friday show. 
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TED WHITE 


SINGS THE SOUL OF A SONG 
They Say at 


NBC, San Francisco 
























(TENOR) 
After 18 weeks on WOR, am tak- 
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Wishes to convey his 


most sincere thanks to 


all those whoso kind 


ly 


aided in making the 


past season the greatest 


he has ever enjoyed. 
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PERSONAL MANAGER 


JAMES DOANE 


PHONE BUTTERFIELD 8-6797 
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Radio’s Five Feet of Melody 


Touring RKO Houses... Direction, BILL McCAFFREY 
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Analysis of England’s Tm Pan 
Alley Shows Analagous Condition, 
Because of Radio, as in the States: 





London, Sept. 1. 
The summer season has given 
English pop music publishers plenty 


of opportunity to think about con- 
ditions. Formerly the season lasted 
from Sepetmber to March, begin- 
ning to pick up again about July 
when the effects of the summer 
campaign at seashore resorts began 
to make itself felt, but now it starts 
in October and finishes at the end 
of January, and the publisher who 
doesn’t land a good-sized hit in that 
time looks forward to a dreary nine 
months wondering whether it’s go- 
ing to be his turn next time. 

‘While some of the executives 
still ride around in Rolls-Royce and 
other luxury cars, a close-up re- 
veals most of them are of somewhat 
ancient vintage bought in more 
flourishing times, whereas the cur- 
rant models are more in circulation 
among opulent radio manufac- 
turers, radio stars and orchestra 
leaders, which seems to indicate the 
tide of prosperity has shifted from 
the creator and purveyor of song 
hits to the user. 

‘if sheet music sales have not 
fallen quite so badly here as in 
America, the simple reason is that 
they hadn’t got so far to fall. Three 
years ago a hit of the size of ‘Sonny 
Boy,’ ‘Ramona’ or the ‘Stein Song’ 
would have been good for 250,000 
copies in the 50c edition; today a 
pop publisher starts to celebrate if 
he gets a sale of 50,000 in a 25c edi- 
tion. So, making allowance for the 
difference in price, the decline is 
about 90% 

; Disc sales in top price records 
are off about 75%, but there is some 
compensation still in the popular- 
ity of very cheap brands, and aver- 
aging the income all round the pub- 
le end of the royalty is about 

% of his receipts two years ago, 

Anti-U. S. Grievance 

| ‘The increased ‘income anticipated 
from performing and radio fees, and 
Ipoked upon as a potential life- 
saver, has so far not matefialized to 
any great extent, and owing to the 
increasing tendency to ‘use old pop 
songs and ballads the bulk of these 
fees is going to the older estab- 
Hshed houses. 

i In this connection the houses who 
represent American catalogs have 
& grievance against the American 
Society of Composers, Authors and 
Publishers, due to the fact that the 
American Society put. over an 
agreement which enabled them to 
fivst take 50% on feos received, for 
performance by the British Society, 
leaving the other 50% to be split 
between the British and American 
Publishers, and as the British pub- 
lisher had advanced considerable 
sums for certain American catalogs, 
his description of the deal is usually 
lurid. 

‘The decline in. receipts from all 
these sources is having a definite 
reaction in deals with American 
publishers. The English represen- 
tative looks painfully at the fig- 
ures in red and finally decides to 
write off most of it, but mentally 
decides not to be caught again. 

As the American executive has 
heen looking to these foreign re- 
ceipts to enable him to balance his 
financial budget, this is going to be 
decidedly awkward and starts an- 
other round in the vicious circle. 
;The plain truth is that specula- 
tion in catalogs must be limited, be- 
Cause, with the exception of out- 
standing hits such as ‘Home,’ ‘Auf 
Wicderschen,’ ‘Paradise’ and ‘Lulla- 
by of the Leaves’ there is no sale 
for the just pretty mushy ballad, 
and English publishers are today 
depending more for material on na- 
tive and Continental writers. 

Successful yerman, and even 
French, film productions have es- | 
tablished hits here like ‘Live, Love | 
and Laugh’ (‘Congress Dances’), | 
‘Today I Feel so Happy’ (‘Sunshine | 
Susie’), ‘Under the Roofs of Paris’ 
(Sous Les Toits de Paris’), while 
English films have produced ‘Good- | 
night, Vienna’ and ‘Sally in Our | 
Alley,’ and the current pop number 
is ‘Round the Marble Arch.’ 

The graft for radio artists sna | 
orchestra leaders, despite bad con- 
ditions, is still as big and the figure 
ranges from $5 to $15 each time a 
Plug goes over the air.. Once in a 
while the professional managers get 
together and decide to cut ‘it’ out 
and the decision: lasts just long 
€nough for one to get away and tell | 
& radio leader, ‘Of course, that 


tenner 





doesn’t go for you, old Tl 
take care of you.’ 

The British Broadcasting Co. 
knows all about it, but being a gov- 
ernment corporate body decides not 
to worry unduly unless somebody 
writes to the papers and wants to 
know why they get ‘A Lemon in 
the Garden of Love’ five times a 
night. The publishers receive a mild 
reproof and are asked not to sub- 
sidize artists under contract, and 
the B. B. C., feeling it has done 
everything possible in the circum- 
stances, goes to sleep again. 

The business. executive, all the 
same, is really getting tired of 
handing out checks, and he is be- 
ginning also to kick at the increas- 
ing demands for special orchestra- 
tions from leaders who are on the 
air or who have contracts for gram- 
ophone dises.. Time was when a 
leader who wanted a special ar- 
rangement employed his own or- 
chestrator, but now, with few ex- 
ceptions, he orders what he wants 
from his favorite arranger and in- 
structs him to send the account to 
the publisher. Jack Hylton is one 
of the few who carries his own or- 
chestrators, gets the best there is 
and pays for it himself. 

The older houses, with plenty of 
reserves and established catalogs, 
will pull through provided they can 
adjust overheads, but for the new- 
comer with limited financial .back- 
ing, depending upon the lucky hit 
the outlook is distinctly not rosy 
and he stands a much better chance, 
and will certainly get a bigger thriil 
following the tips of any sporting 
paper. 


Kress, Music Sales Co., 
End Price Cutting War 


Los Angeles, Sept. 12. 

Three month battle between Mu- 
sic Saies Corp.'and Kress.. music, 
counter has been ended by the 
friendly intervention of De Sylva, 
Brown and Henderson Music Co. 
Bobby Crawford, president: of D. S. 
B. & H., handled the eastern, or 
MSC, end, and Ben Berman, local 4 
rep, convinced Kress that it was} 
useless to go on selling music at: 
cost. 

Sheet music goes back to 25c a 
copy this week at counters of both 
companies. Kress, whose stock has 
been depleted because of not or-; 
dering during the past month, is; 


man; 
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SWEDISH MUSIC BOOM 


Stage Production Stimulates Shect 
Music and Disks 





Stockholm, Sept. 2. 


Sales of and 


are picking up here 


sheet music disks 


with local com- 
posers getting busy and supplying 
theme songs for 25 productions be- 
ing made by local producers. Big- 
gest local hit with American possi- 
bilities is ‘Om alla vachra drom- 
mer vora sanna’ (‘If Our Dreams 
Came True’) from a new film. It 
is already being sung all over town 
and plenty of homes have it for the 
piano, although th> accordion is the 
national instrument. 

American songs are off with only 
the old favorites sticking. German 
numbers are big and Josephine 
Baker started the Swedes humming 
‘Two Loves’ when she was here 
with a revue. 


Anti-Warpage Helps, 
But Disc Cos. Still 
Growl at Hick Radio 


Chicago, Sept. 12. 

Phonograph companies have re- 
cently solved the problem of warp- 
age. A new ingredient added to the 
waxing compound now keeps the disc 
from bending in the automatic ma- 
chines which have become a very 
important part of what’s left of the 
mechanical business. With special 
needles that last 2,000 playings and 
the warpage straightened out the 
mechanicals in looking around for 
another obstacle to remove seem to 
unite in making wry grimaces at the 
small radio stations. 

What the mechanicals dislike is 
the type of one-lung station that 
uses phonograph records exclusively 
and encourages listeners to call and 
make requests. Station buys one 
record at 75 cents and if it’s hot may 
play it 30 times on ‘request.’ To 
jhe mechanicals that’s exactly 30 

mes 75 cents lost to them, not to 
mention those who hear a hit tune 
so often on the radio all desire is 
dissipated. These conditions are 
giaring in the smaller towns rather 
than. in the populous centers, me- 
chanicals assert. 











Dues as Proof 


Reports of...Harold lLeonard’s 
leath are dispelled by his having 
reeently paid dues in the musicians’ 


J union. 


For a time Leonard dropped out 
of sight when he was away taking 
a rest cure following a nervous 
collanse suffered in Montreal where 
he was playing the Windsor hotel. 





buying again, 





AUTOGRAPH HOUNDS AS 
AIR GAG TO SELL TUNES 


Los Angeles, Sept. 12. 
Having song writers at a radio 
station to autograph copies of sheet 
music is a new gag that is proving 
strong They 


see in it a scheme to sell some of 
the sheets that otherwise might stay 
on the counter. 

It will be worked on KHJ in con- 
nection with a quarter hour after- 
noon singing program by Jack and 
Grace Stearns. Plan is to have a 
different song writer at each pro- 
gram, and invite the autograph 
hounds, with copies of that tune- 
ster’s music, to visit the station 
while bill is on, 


Boyd Postpones 


Philadelphia, Sept. 12. 
The engagement of Milton Charles, 
singing organist who starred at the 


Mastbaum theatre, which was to 
have begun last week at the Boyd, 
has been postponed. Reason given 
by the Stanley-Warner was that 
the Boyd organ, which had not been 
used for public performance since 
the house opened four years ago, 
could not be rigged up in time, with 
Charles’ complicated amplification 
system. 

It is believed that the idea of an 
added stage attraction to the Boyd 
has been quietly dropped for the 
present at least. 





with local tunesters. 











Coast Pubs Follow Mike 
Up to San Francisco 


San Francisco, Sept. 12. 

Still another music publisher to 
move Coast professional headquar- 
ters here from Los Angeles is 
Shapiro- Bernstein. Carl Lamont, 
western rep, plans on changing his 
address to ’Frisco within next few 
weeks, joining the Donaldson, Rob- 
bins and Berlin Coast offices, which 
are now located here. 

Important radio programs eman- 
ating from here are causing the 
publishers’ shifts. 

















FERDE 


Mr. Grofé's recent “Grand. ¢ 


orchestration of 


‘anyon Suite,” 
“Rhapsody. in Blue” have been universally acclaimed by music ¢ 


GihOF 


his “Mississippi Suite,” t 
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Dean of Modern American Musicians 
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IMs a and Saba m Music-Radio 
Pact, but Tin Pan Alley Figures 
It ll Come Out All Right o on Yield 


his 


—+s 


Since the National Association of 
Broadcasters put its signature to 
the new music tax deal, Tin Pan 
Alley has had its pencil busy try- 
ing to figure out just about what it 
could expect to collect on the first 
year of the contract. Until the 
American Society of Composers, 
Authors and Publishers has closed 


its contracts with the individual 
stations any estimate would be 
highly theoretical. “ven after the 


contracts are all in it would be dif- 
ficult to arrive at something ap- 
proaching an approximate figure, 
though certain figures available 
make it possible to make some sort 
of an estimate. 

It is not expected that all the sta- 
tions will agree to make it a three- 
year contract, which allows the 
music men a 3% cut on all com- 
mercial money collected by the sta- 
tions the first year, 4% for 1934, and 
5% for the following year. It may 
develop that a large percentage will 
elect to commit themselves only for 
one year on a flat basis of 5% and 
take a chance of getting far more 
favorable terms than prevailing for 
the three-year contract holders 
when next summer rolls around. 
Local conditions may turn out such 
that many of these will be able to 
prove by their ledgers that they 
can’t shoulder both the tax on com- 
mercials and the sustaining fee. 
Computations are further compli- 
cated by the fact that the society 
has expressed a willingness to make 
the rate for stations shooting 500 
watts or less lower than that es- 
tablished for the larger outlets. 

T. P. A. Disappointment 

In any event if the society, in 
working out its agreement with the 
NAB, based its probable income 
upon the gross taken in by the 
broadcasting business as a whole 


(Continued on page 84) 


MILLS MUSIC NOW 100% 
OPERATED BY JACK: 


With Mills Music’s removal to the 
Brill building, New York, Jack Mills, 
president of the firm, assumes full 
management of the business. His” 
brother, Irving, is bowing out of the | 
publis..ing house’s direction to de- 
vote himself to his. Mills-Rockwell 
managerial interests. 

Irv Mills, Tommy Rockwell and 
Victor Young, the radio band leader, 
also have their own recently formed 
Lawrence Music Corp., which spe- 
cializes in publications authored or 
featured by their artists. 


8-YEAR-OLD CONDUCTOR 


St. Louis Prodigy Directs Chicago 
Theatre Symphony 

















Chicago, Sept. 12. 

Chicago theatre (B. & K.) over- ° 
ture is being conducted this week by 
au eight-year-old boy, Jack Held, 
from St. Louis. Lad is playing his 
first engagement outside his native 
town, where hé has made profes- 
sional appearances at the Fox oat 
atre. 

Kid is hailed. as a- prodigy, otand 
four instruments and-is reputed ta 
j be able to actually follow the score 
of ‘Orpheus,’ which he is directing: 





MARTIN BAND SET 


Los Augeles, Sept. 12. 
Slim Martin and a 15-piece dance 
| band go into Royal Gardens, former 
| dance spot at Vine and Selma, when 
,it opens as a no-cover night club 
Sept. 17. 
Jack Lester is training a line of 
14 girls, and will work in the floor 
show, with eight other principals, 





| 
| $10,000 Fire 
Easton, Pa., Sept. 12. 
Large dance hall at Edgemont 
| Park, near here, was destroyed by 
fire. 
Damage estimated at about 

$10,000. 
| Local Boy Makes Good 
Rochester, N. Y., Sept. 12. 
Ken Sparnon, local boy, becomes 
‘conductor of RKO Palace orches- 
tra eeding Russ Kahn, who 
jbas had tne job two years, 














Disc Reviews 


By Abel Grecn 
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84 VARIETY 
Roger Wolfe Kahn 
Back in the field again as an ac 
tive dance maestro, Kahn hasn't 
taken long to reassemble the same 
crack aggregation of dance musi- 
cians with whom he's been identified 
in the past. He evidenced this on 
Columbia Nos. 2695 and 2697, where 


‘Palm of Your Hand’ and ‘I Can't 
Believe It’s True’ are coupled on the 
former, and ‘Another Night Alone’ 
and ‘Sheltered by the Stars’ are 
backed up on the latter disk. 

All four fox trots are purveyed in 
big league manner, intricately or- 
chestrated and excellently inter- 
preted. 





Rudy Vallee 

Columbia is emulating the Bruns- 
wick idea of lining up name artists 
and has Vallee, with a special auto- 
graphed label ’n’ everything, cutting 
fancy capers on No. 2700 with ‘I 
Guess I'll Have to Change my Plan’ 
and ‘Maori.’ The latter is the Tyers- 
Creamer tango of yester-decade, 
which, as Vallee explains in a brief 
spiel on the progress of ‘Maori,’ was 
a popular tango until, at a college 
prom in 1916, a young orchestra 
leader arranged it as a foxtrot. He 
wasthe said No.1. It’s a peach tune 
—always was—and is as sturdy a 
4/4 number as a tango. 

‘Change My Plan’ is a currently 
pleasing class foxtrot song com- 
posed by the tuneful Arthur 
Schwartz. 





Frances Langford—4 New Yorkers 

Both radio singing specialists, 
Miss Langford and the 4 New York- 
ers are teamed for ‘Having a Good 
Time, Wish You Were Here’ and ‘I 
Can't Believe It’s True,’ combining 
into a novelty instrumental-singing 
disk, okay for parlor vaudeville. 
Columbia 2696. 





Harry Richman 


‘Can't dispute Richman’s ability to 
sell a.popular song, whether on wax, 
via the ether or in person. He 
manifests it fully with ‘I Love a 
Parade’ and ‘It Was So Beautiful’ 
on Columbia 2701. Again, this is 
one of those special-labeled auto- 
graphed records, a distinction ac- 
corded signal artists by Columbia, 
and okay for sales showmanship. 
Columbia does it with the Vallees, 
Richmans, Ted Lewises, et al., as it 
did it with the special label accord- 
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| ed Paul Whiteman when the maes 

itro was on that brand. 

| Savoy Orpheans 

"698 an 
land, by 


imported 
the Savoy 


| Columbia is 


disk, from 


| Hotel Orpheans of London, doing 
|medleys of the Kern-Harbach ‘Cat 
land the Fiddle’ score. 


It's a well- 
fashioned melange of the tuneful 
Kern score, Raymond Newell and 
Binnie Hale dueting on the first half 
and Jessie Matthews and Jack Plant 
officiating vocally on the second 
half, 

Recording, because of the selec- 
tions, has lots of charm and is one 
that will survive in the usual weed- 
ing out process in anybody's disk 
library. 

Donald Novis 

The tenor has ‘Somewhere In the 
West,’ his radio theme song, on Vic- 
tor 24071, coupled with ‘As You De- 
sire Me,’ inspired by the Garbo pic- 
ture but otherwise not ‘officially’ 
associated with it. This is because 
of an intra-trade wrangle. 

‘Desire.’ incidencally, is one of 
those sophisticated lyrics which has 
inspired some captiousness from the 
moral mentors of the ether, causing 
Allie Wrubel, its author, to have a 
denatured lyric version on tap, in 
case, 

Anyway, Novis knows how to 
handle ballads of this type and 
shows it plenty. 








Waring’s Pennsylvanians 

‘Old Man of the Mountain’ and 
‘Old Yazoo’ are of the singing or- 
chestra school of composition which, 
for a time, was so popular with the 
dancehall type of orchestra. Fred 
Waring’s Pennsyites have been par- 
tial td this and the scat school of 
foxtrotology of late, and their sales 
must be the guide to them to con- 
tinue. 

They’re both swell rhythm num- 
bers and will get more attention 
from the dance-hounds than many 
of the prettier foxtrot songs extant. 
Frank Zullo and the entire band 
combo cut up vocally. 





Larceny Charge Against 
Hal Truax Dismissed 


Schenectady, Sept. 12. 
Hal Truax, for years one of the 
officers of the Musicians’ Union in 
this city, who was arrested for al- 


leged misappropriation of union 
funds some weeks ago, has been 
discharged. 


Complaint was withdrawn when 
it was announced the matter would 
be taken care of by officers of the 
union in a civil charge or. suit 
against Truax. 





WHITEMAN-WORLD’S FAIR 


Paul Whiteman’s present contract 
with the Biltmore hotel, N. Y. can 
keep him in that spot, providing a 
certain figure on the cover charges 
and beverage sales is reached each 
week, until next May. 

After that NBC has a proposition 
for him involving the Chicago 





World Fair. 


music 





Anti-Depresh Note 


Publishers’ reps making the 
road right now report back a 
decidedly improved impetus in 
sheet music sales. 

The behind the count- 
report that they’ve never 
seen so many people around 
the music racks as lately, and, 
what's more, they're buying. 


girls 


ers 





This is true particularly 
around Cleveland, Detroit and 
Chicago. 








HERE AND THERE 


— Murray Peck’s orchestra now at 


Venice, Calif., ballroom. 





Opie Cates is now purveying the 
dance music at the Mayfair (for- 
merly Calais) roadhouse on Merrick 
road, N. Y., with Mary Nolan and 
Al Shayne as co-attractions. 





George Herth’s orchestra, Nelson 
Cathrall conducting, goes into the 
Walton roof, Philly, for the winter, 
commencing Sept. 10. 





Michael Caleo and Jack Miles, re- 
spectively, Utica, N. Y., and Chi 
musicians, wrote ‘Moon,’ their first 
songwriting effort which Harry 
Bloom is publishing. 





Jack Kapp, Brunswick recording 
head, to Europe Sept. 14 for a 
month’s vacash. 





Earl Burtnett orchestra may fol- 
low Anson Weeks into Hotel Mark 
Hopkins, Frisco, early in October 
when Weeks bows out for three 
months at the St. Regis, New 
York. 





Jack Denny pulls out of the Wal- 
dorf Astoria the last week of this 
month. Will double from the Ward- 
man Park hotel, Washington, D. C., 
into the Fox theatre there for a 
week and then takes three-weeks 
vacash in Bermuda. Due back at 
the New York Waldorf after that. 





Harold Morris, composer-pianist, 
tabbed as soloist for the N. Y. K. 
of C. band concert at Carnegie 
Hall, Oct. 12. 





Harry Barris playing the Nut 
Club, N. Y., with Johnny John- 
stone’s orchestra: In on four week 
agreement with options. 





Harry Stride, guitarist with 
Jimmy Carr's orchestra, has sold 
‘Someone Else Is in Your Heart’ 
to Remick. 





Jules Von Tilzer has quit Nat- 
trass & Schenck, music publishers, 
to rejoin his brother Will in the 
Broadway Music Co. 





Harris Band in Short 


Hollywood, Sept. 12. 
Phil Harris and his Cocoanut 
Grove orchestra will be featured in 
a Radio short. 
It will be included in the ‘Head- 
line’ series. 


























JACK CRAWFORD 


‘The Overstuffed Maestro’ 
Now in 14th Week—FOX Theatre—Seattle 


JOY 
BOYS 


WINIFRED RENWORTH 


Organiste 
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Jokers in Music-Radio Pact 





(Continued from page 83) 
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llast year, roughly around $60,000,000, 
the music men, it is predicted, have 
a big disappointment in store for 
them when the final count up takes 
place. Indications are that these fig- 
ures will shoot up around $75,000,000 
for the current annum, But even 
at that, the portion that Tin Pan 
Alley will have a right to share in 
will be comparatively small, 


Represented in that $75,000,000 is 
the $44,000,000 that the two big 
chains are calculated to roll up be- 
tween them. But only a small part 
of that $44,000,000 is really tax- 
able by the society. Under the ar- 
rangement prevailing between the 
networks and their affiliate stations, 
the latter get only a small portion 
of the fee collected for the station 
from the advertiser. Network may 
charge a client $500 for the inclu- 
sion of a particular station in the 
link but all going to the outlet out 
of this half grand, unless it has a 
special block time agreement with 
the chain and these are very few, 
is the established sum of $25. And 
the agreement made by the society 
definitely states that chain com- 
mercial programs will be paid for 
individually by the stations, in- 
stead of by the networks. This 
was the one big point insisted upon 
by the chains through all the nego- 
tiations with ASCAP, and when the 
latter’s negotiating committee, ob- 
viously unaware of the above ar- 
rangement between network and 


MPPA-ERPI SETTLEMENT 
DUE; FILM FIRMS H. 0. 


Music Publishers’ Protective As- 
sociation and ERPI are scheduled 
to get together this week on the 
final settlement of the ‘bootleg’ seat 
tax suit. Claim put in by the pub- 
lishers tallies $1,900,000 and the 
settlement figure tentative agreed 
upon is $825,000. Both groups are 
also talking about entering into a 
60day interim agreement covering 
synchronizing rights but as yet few 
of the picture firms have agreed to 
designate ERPI as their agent in 
drawing up a new contract. 


Among the picture firms that 
continue to hold out against let- 
ting ERPI deal for them and who 
are considering limiting their sync 
needs to the catalogs of their own 
music house affiliates are War- 
ners, Metro and Fox. 

WB still declares that under no 
circumstances will it permit ERPI 
to do business for it with the 
M.P.P.A., while Metro says it fig- 
ures on depending upon Robbins, 
Inc., and Fox upon its affiliation 
with the Sam Fox Music Co. 











Flannagan’s Toothache 


Chicago, Sept. 12. 

Pat Flannagan, WBBM. sports 
announcer, who has been on sick 
leave for the past week, rejoins the 
Chicago Cubs today (Monday) in 
the east. 

Flannagan has a commercial 
sponsor, Minute Rub, and recom- 
mends thei product for everything 
from flea bites to insomnia. But 
two bad teeth brought Flannagan 
low and Ted Heusing had to pinch 
hit for him. 











individual station, yielded to this 
demand, the chains had little more 
to argue about. 
Mathematics 

For its basic red network of 21 
stations, on a basis of a half hour, 
NBC charges $3,268. Out of this 
each station gets $25, making the 
aggregate of $525 going into the 


coffers of the affiliates, or just 
about 16% of the total. So that 


in the event NBC and CBS come 
through 1932 with that combined 
gross of $44,000,000, the share netted 
by the affiliated stations will figure 
$7,040,000. Assuming that all sta- 
tions agree to the three-year con- 
tract, the ASCAP cut on this total, 
on the 3% basis, would come to 
$211,200. That alone is close to the 
$250,000 increase over the 1931-32 
music tax aggregate which the so- 
ciety had originally agreed to, but 
which the broadcasters reneged 
upon later. Even if the gross from 
spot broadcasting for all stations 
through the 1932-33 only comes to 
another $30,000,000, on the basis of 
3%, the additional kickback to the 
society would come to $900,000, 
making the theoretical tax total 
over $1,000,000. 

Other source of revenue to be 
taken into account here is the sus- 
taining fee. Last year's collection 
was $980,000. But the society has 
agreed, under the terms of the new 
contract, to shave this way down 
for the smaller stations. Assum- 
ing that it is sliced in half, the 
remainder, added to the $1,000,000 
theoretically collected on the com- 
mercal tax, will make it a total of 
$1,490,000, which is still a quarter 
of a millon better than would have 
obtained had the _ society closed 
on the basis of the original $250,- 
000 increase offer. 














KEIT & ENGEL, Inc. 


719 7th Ave., New York 


“We Just Couldn't Say 
Good-Bye’”’ 

““As You Desire Me”’ 
“Pink Elephants” 
“Beside the Sunset Trail” 
“I Found You For Some- 
body Else” 




















INTRODUCING 
“TELL ME.WITH TULIPS” 
(That You'll Forget Me Not) 


By Little jack Little and J. Fred Coots 
Another “Miller’’ Hit Song 
(All Prof. Material Ready) 


MILLER MUSIC, Inc. 


62 West 45th Street, New York City 














HAL BECKETT 


Fox, Brooklyn, New York 
INDEFINITELY 




















FOR RENT 


Large hall suitable for 
thoroughfare: owners will assist tenant, J. 
Friedman, Inc., 522 Sth Ave., New York. 

















dancing: prominent 
B. . 





GEORGE WOOD 





BENNY MEROFF 


and HIS ORCHESTRA 


Personal Management 


1560 Broadway, New York 


Now Appearing at Castle Farm, Cincinnati—Broadcasting Nightly Over WLW—NBC Chain Hookup 
Many Thanks to Eddie Cantor Who Has Selected Us to Appear With Him on His Extensive Tour 


Dance Representative 
GUS C. EDWARDS—KENNAWAY, INC. 
64 W. Randolph St., Chicago 
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Mayers’ 6-Day Week 
Rule Aids Layoff 
Balto. Musicians 


Baltimore, Sept. 12. | 
head of the local 
Musicians’ Union, is pressing into 
gervice a new ruling which will 
call for a one-seventh iime layoff 
for all regularly employed musi- 
cians. Which means that the reg- 
ular workers will take a vacation 
one day in seven, or if otherwise 
arranged, every seventh week off. 

Mayers is pushing this through 
despite rumblings from the lesser 
members of the union an several 
of the theatres, in order to give em- 
ployment and some chance to earn 
money to a larger number of union 
musicians. In this move Mayers has 
the backing of the favorable atti- 
tude of the A. F. of L. and the Fed- 
eration of Musicians in regards to 
providing employment for idle labor 
members. 


—_- 


Malin’s Floor Gang Set; 
Wayne Band at Christie 


Hollywood, Sept. 12. 


Floor show for Jean Malin’s spot 
jn the Christie hotel, oponing Sept, 
15, is set with Julanne Johnston, 
Rockey Twins, Mona Ray, Eddie 
Adams, Dooley Twins and the Three 
Ambassadors supporting Malin. 

Hal Wayne's band will supply the 
music. 





Henry Mayers, 


— 
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| IN A SHANTY 
IN OLD SHANTY TOWN 
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SWEETHEARTS 
FOREVER 


‘BLESSED EVENT’ 


ee MAKING WAY 
IN THE MOONLIGHT 
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SAVE A pao DAY 
FOR ME 


|| MAY. NEVER PASS. 
| YOUR WAY AGAIN 
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SHE WENT !TO 


OLD ST. MARY'S 


AND | WENT TO 


NOTRE DAME 


‘ 
PUBLISHERS. OF THE FAMOUS 


BLACK & WHITE SERIES 





|g0es on the air for a daily five- 


Tend ed's 24 Sai 


Pes oe Sept. 13. 

Bankruptcy suit was filed against 
Charlie Tend, owner of Lotus Gar- 
dens cafe, last week by three 
ereditors, making second action 
against him in four months, 

Employees of Bamboo Gardens, 
one of Tend’s holdings that went 
into bankruptcy recently, first sued 
him for back wages. Present suit 
was brought up by company of ar- 
chitects, claiming $6,476 due them; 
a provision company for $526, and a | 
towel firm for $1,702. 








TEXAS B. B. B.S DRIVE 
FOR AIR CENSORS 


-—_— —-— 


Dallas, Sept. 12. 
First effort at radio censorship in 
Texas was launched by the local 
better biz bureau in a drive to clean 
up shady ether advertising. BBB 


| 


minute a. m. spot over WRR, muny 
station, with series of educational 
tips against various fraudulent 
schemes. 

Besides that, bureau installed re- 
mote control connection with WRR, 
to be used as a cut-in on tabooed 
advertisers. Seems that bureau's 
idea is to keep close tab on all pro- 
grams and warn studios immedi- 
ately of any fake, same time ex- 
tending warning to dialers via the 
reméite mike. However, no mention 
of station's partial blame in accept- 
ing questionable plugs. 

Just how far idea will click de- 
pends, especially as all local adver- 
tisers are not BBG members, pres- 
cgirg 2 couple of squawks, any way. 
Furthermore, stations are taking 
chances on losing a lot of accounts. 


More Mystery for Kids 


Mystery, the current vogue for 
children’s programs, will forma the 
bait in a new 15-minute program 
for 6:15 every night except Sunday 
over WGN. It gets going Sept. 14 
and will be sponsored after the first 
week by Five Minute Oat Flakes, a 
new cereal, 

Ben Flyke and Junior McLain will 
carry on the plot of ‘The Secret 
Three.’ 


Alan Jones, Bankrupt, 
Owes $3,000; Has $500 

















Voluntary petition in bankruptcy 
filed by Alan Rankin Jones, pianist 
with and one of the heads of the 
co-operative California Collegians 
vaudeville kind, was filed last week 
through Julius Kendler. Principal 
liability, among the $3,000 total 
debts, is $2,348 as a balance on an 
$8,000 ring he bought from Bert 
Satz, the Broadway jeweler. He 
had paid over $5,000 on the bauble. 
Apart from the $2,343 due Satz, 
there is $143.46 due the Hotel 
Croydon, $146.20 due the Park 
Crescent hotel, and similar minor 
debts to various hostelvries. 

Jones’ sole asset is a piece of 
property at Laguna beach, Calif., 





valued at $500. 





CANADIAN MUSIC SALES 
CORP. CHANGES HANDS 


Canadian Music Sales Corp of | 
Toronto, has passed out of the| 
hands of H. D. Golby and is new | 
under the control of a 





thiee-way | 
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New MDS Music Wholesaling Plan 
Already Hur'ing Indie Jobbers 
60%; Question of 100% Servics 


partnership comprised of William | 

St. Clair Lowe, John W Harper | 

and A, M. McDougall. Lowe is ee 

currently on a visit to New ‘ork. | ; ; . 
Warner Brothers found the Ca- It took only the first week of,itself. If the MDS makes it a }cl- 

nadian Music Sales Corp. on their |) operation of the publishers’ central icy of seorning to service dea ‘s 

hands when they took over the Mu- | distributing unit, Music Dea’ers with requests outside their own 

sic Sales Corp., distrib anl chain | 5¢'vice, Inc., for the jobbers to feel | copyri: hts there is a possi. l- 

store unit controlled by Witmark, | ‘"°© project's annihilating pinch. ity of the dealer in time turning bs 

Remick and Harms. With te sale | Jobbers all along the line reported | back to the indie jobbers, if the !1:- 

of the Canadian firm to Golby went Seat the competitive combine hadj|ter are able to hold out until that 

1lready made terrific inroads upon |turning point arrives. Of the 157 


th: right to print the Witmark, 
| Remick and Harms works. 
over of the CMSC by the Lowe, 
Harper-McDougall partnership left | 
2 balance of $3,000 due Warner 
Brothers from Golby. 

Picture producers have 
Waive payment of this providing 
the other Golby creditors are paid. 
'mmediately upon taking over the 
business the new owners paid off 
20% of the $30,000 left outstand- 
ing by Golby and gave. assurance 
to the American music publisher 
croditors involved that the balance 
would be taken care of after a pe- 
riod of six months. 





Frisco Clubs Hurt by 
Dog Tracks; Off 50% 


San Francisco, Sept. 12. 


Heaviest kickers at the duo of 
nearby dog tracks are local night 
clubs and speaks whose business is 
literally going to the dog:. Thea- 
tres aren’t noticing the influx of 
natives to the greyhound circuits 
nearly as much as the dine and 
dance and drink emporiu:is where 
grosses have fallen off 50°’. 

Belmont and Baden dcg tracks 
are drawing combined approximate 
gates of 20,000 nightly wit: current 
warm session upping thei: attend- 
ance measurably. 

But all ‘Frisco’ ente: tainment 
spots, theatres and cafes alike, are 
breathing easier now that plan to 
inaugurate dog racing within a few 
blocks of the downtown section has 
been balked. 





Tax Contest Bandsmen 
At Toronto Fair Gate | 


Toronto, Sept. 12. 


For the first time in the history 
of the Canadian Exhibition, bands- 
me 1 were refused free admission to 
the grounds for the annual band 
coutest sponsored by the Fx. 

Action was a sequel to the econ- 
omy program launched by ©. N. E. 
execut:ve and in line with the par- 
ing down of ducat allowa-‘jice to a 
third of what it was in former 
years. Demand for $1.50 admission 
drew heavy squawks, Pric> money 
to units of Ontario Band Associa- 
tion totaled $4,800 with Expo. put 
ting up this amount. 

Boys claimed they were an at- 
trac‘ion and a b. o. draw. Sudbury 
Bani paid $860 in transportation; 
Bear-sville Band, $1,475; 
Band, $985. 








HEIDT’S ADDED 8 


San Francisco, Sept. 12. 
RKO has extended the contract 





a . of the Horace Heidt band at the 
Golden Gate here. } 
M 1. WITMARK K EIS ONS Boys get an additional eight 
weeks. ‘ 
SS = a ee 
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L. WOLFE 


THE “INTERNATIONAL” LYRICIST 


HOLLYWOOD 


GILBERT 





Watch for “HER HIGHNESS” 
Music by I. B. Kornblum with 


Personal Direction 
MARRY \YURTZEL 


an ERIC 


VON STROH EIM 
“Wolfe” Gilbert Lyric Ideas 


Keep Ears Pealed for 
“RACKETY RAN’ Songs 


Story 








———See ee 
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_ Chevrolet Is Willing; 
t’s Up te the Programs 


Chevrolet to set itself 


is trying 


| around 


agreed to | 





North Bay | 


| dustry point out that the 


st with a program so tht it can | 


nd week 
itions on 


2) on the air by th? sec 
in October. Account has « 


| tiiae with both NBC and Columbia, 


leaving itself open to hop aboard 
the network that furni hes it with 
the beiter program idea. 

One program NBC auditioned for 
the auto maker had on it Helen 
Morgan, Donald Novis, a Gus Hens- 
chen orchestra and Frank Crumit 
doing an m.e. Anothe” session fea- 
tured Willie and Eugene Howard, 
Fannie Brice and an 
symphonie ensemble. 





Mack’s Hote! Date 


| 


| 


' 





| 


} 





the | 
in 
of | 


popular music for 
middlemen firms 
average 


for 

leading 
York striking an 
60%. 


three 
[ew 


The jobbers admit that they're in | 


a panic and that if a substai ntial | 


inumber of publishing houses az eres} 
to throw in their distributing lot 
with the 12 publishers contrclling 


the MDS the chances of continuing 
in business will be exceedingly 
slim. Several of the jobbers last 
week consu'ted legal authorii‘es on 
trusts and monopolies, with a view 
of finding some means of bringing 
the Sherman anti-trust act to bear 
against the combine. There was 
also talk among the jobbers of pe- 
titioning the Interstate Com nerce 
Commission, with the com laint 
asking for an investigation o. the 
MDS on the alleged grounds that it 
was operating in restraint of trade. 
Members of the combine had an- 
ticipated this very move during the 
process of reorganization. ‘To this 
end they had taken the prec.cution 
of having all the incorporat_»n pa- 
pers and proposed methods cf oper- 
ations scrutinized by one of New 
York’s leading legal firms svecial- 
izing in trust and monopoly c.ses. 


Trade Precz:itions 

To protect itself ak 1g these lines, 
the MDS, for instan:>», has taken 
the precaution to m:ke all dcliv- 
eries to itself a matter of° consign- 
ment. Its records will in no event 
show that it bought anything to re- 
sell, but that it is merely serving 
as the central distr-buting agent for 
a group of publishers. 

First cataloy put cut by the MDS, 
with the cortents limited to the 
publications of its 12 charte: mem- 
bers, set the price for new music at 
16c, and the previodus-to-f£e2pt. 1- 
hit publications at 18c. Orchestra- 
tions that are supposed to be re- 


tailed at 50c are being sold by the 
central bureau for 3714c, and the 
75c arrangements (a nev high) 


billed to the dealer for 45e. 

First week found the unit flooded 
with orders from dealers all over 
the country. Many of the lists car- 
ried numbers pubtished by firms 
outside the combine. These lists are 
being returned to the dealers, with 
the items filled out of the MDS 
stock checked off. Publishers who 
are not in the combine fec! that it 
would be more ethical and business- 
like on the part of the MDS to relay 
‘hese unfilled portions of the order 
cirect to the publishers concerned 





so that the dealers could be imme- | 
diately served and avoid any pos- | 
sibility of the order going astray. 


No 100% Dealer Service 
of the publishing in- 


treaiment | 


Observers 


Sn 


accorded these unfilled parts of the 
dealers’ orders may turn out the | 
very crux upon which the distribut- 
‘ins combine will make or bre ae 





Erno Rapee | 


Denver, Sept. 12. 
Ted Meck, Denver (Publix) the- | 
ate m.c., zoes into the Brown Pa’- | 
ac» hotel here Oct. 1. He is r 
eruiting a 14-piece bend and a ¢g:"l 
vcecnl trio. Engagement is for six} 
week Mack will broadcast daily 


ove: NEC pastslnteadl KOA. 
Becker Prov. Mgr. 
Snvingfield, Mass., S-pt. 12. 
Irving Becker of New York has 
beca appointed manager of the 
Stz_e, which opens today (12) with 


Emovire cirevit burlesque chows. 
Jimmy James owns the house. 


| 


Take- | the ir business, with the fall-off in| known publishers of pop music only 
| orde rs 


12 are in the combine, although this 


| dozen controls around 60% of the 
output. 

To date not a single publisher 
outsi le of the charter 12 has sig: a- 
tured a contract giving the “IDS 
partial or exclusive right to dis- 
tribute his sheets. Among the 
holdcuts are Harry Bloom, i t- 
Enge!, Joe Morris, Robbins, Mil er 
Musi: Co., E. B. Marks, Me-'ow 
Musi: Co., Bibo-Lang, et al. 

Fo the purpose of finding a \-ay 
out of the dilemma created by ihe 
oper: tions of the combine, 18 indie 
publishers got together at a ] -rch- 
eon last Wednesday (7). ling 


Bibo of Bibo-Lang sat in as c:iulr- 
man and had Max Mayer of Lich- 
mond-Mayer in to tell the sroup 
why the jobber can continue to best 
serve the interests of the pu)! sh- 
ing trade. 
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| condition existing financially on the} 
Radio’ s Top Money two major networks may be ac- 
| cepted as an index for the spot 
. a broadcasting field, or the business 
(Continged gree: page © done locally by individual stations 
bia's booking office should clear Hence, whatever increase is shown 
$750,000 on the year. | by NBC and CBS for the year, their 
Summer Slumps | percentage figure can serve as a 
Last month» (August) gave Co-/} measure for the broadcasting busi- | 
lumbia $534,08 on time sales as, ness as a whole. If between them | 
against a tally “of $774,518 accumu- 'the networks show an increase ol 
lated for August of 1931. This de- around 25% for ’32 (and last year 
crease figures 31%, but this ’32 item ithe entire industry showed an in- 


| crease of around $60,000,000), the 
cumulative total for 1932 should hit 
the neighborhood of $75,000,000. 


is above the 1930 level of $347,498. 
Both the red and blue links of| 
NBC last month drew $1,745,338 as/ in 
compared to the previous August’s 
$1,892,427, or a difference of S% | 
downward. NBC’s August, 1930, A [ 2 
total came to $1,612,284. cfors nvestin 
Both networks had been piling up = 
substantial monthly increases until 
they struck July. At the end of 
that month the Columbia ledger 
showed a 21% drop under the pre- 





(Continued from page 1) 
endeavor is placed at 65, which gives 
the rest of the world a 15-year edge 


ious r lev rhile the revenue 
vious July level wh re over actors. 
clip for NBC amounted to 8%. 


Trust funds and annuities are the 
latest development in the progress 
of financial acumen among stage 
folk. Since the show business en- 
tered the big business realm on the 
basis of the earning capacities of 
its individuals, the money spent by 
actors in investments has run in 
cycles, thusly: 

1, Jewelry. 

2. Wildcat 
and such). 

3. Real estate (Long Island, Cali- 
fornia, homes, etc.), 
¥ 4. Wall street speculation. 


RKO STATE-LAKE 5. Trust funds and annuities. 


CHICAGO The jewelry has mostly turned 


ray 1 green; the oil stocks were worth- 
7—RKO VAUDEVILLE ACTS—7 
HARLAN & less in the first place; the Long Is- 


, 2, land and California homes are still 

ety» E Kye CLIFF }/ there and they’re a place in which 

—On tne screen— to live, although not worth as much 

“NIGHT CLUB LADY” now as the purchasers paid for 

them, and the Wall St. stocks are 

lower than a last half in the base- 
ment. 

It was the market crack-up that 
socked the actors the hardest, and 
that seems to have provided the in- 
vestment concerns with their chief 
sales angle. That plus the 50-year 
limit are given by investment 
houses as the principal reasons for 


Up 19% and 18% 

Comparative accumulated totals 
for the first eight months of the 
year gives Columbia an edge of 
19.1 over last year and NBC a mar- 
gin of 18%. First half of Septem- 
ber is considered, in the broadcast- 
ing business, a summer hangover 
period so that neither chain is ex- 
pected to do better through the 
current month than just maintain 
this lead. 

It is generally agreed that the 


securties (oil stocks 
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trust fund and annuity buys by ac- 
tors lately. 

Among the big buyers of future 
provisons during the past year have 
been Chic Sales, John Charles 
Thomas, Bert Wheeler, Vivienne 
Will Rogers, Willie Howard 
Dempsey, Morton Downey, 
Evelyn Herbert, Mary 
and Bettina Hall. They're 
away on a compulsory 
plan and start to collect when 
they're around 50. 

Buys of plain life insurance by 
actors are also taking a big rise, 
probably with the same motives, the 
insurance companies report. One 
theatrical insurance specialist sold 
$549,500 in policies during the first 
half of 1932 and is running toward 
$400,000 during the current half, 
which would bring his total to 
$1,000,000 or more for the year. Of 
that 90% was purchasec by the- 
atrical people, and mostly actors. 


Segal, 


Jack 


Boland 





FOX, BROOKLYN 


Continued from page 76) 


furnishing the motive power, 
the stage. 

Jack Roshier exhibits a remark- 
ably well-trained dog which can 
go either limp or rigid as required. 
Save for the blinking eyes, the dog 
suggests a stuffed animal. Exhib- 
ited in statue poses and an act out 
of the ordinary. A couple of hand 
balances and a skipping rope close. 
Latter takes the act out of charac- 
ter. 


Then Lynn Cowan pervades the 
stage with an armful of stooges, 
including a couple of clever dancers 
with big soled shoes, a singer and 
pianist. She comes out of the 
audience for a none too convincing 
plant idea and is entertaining when 
not trying to be kittenish. Act fills 
about 15 minutes. 

Next is a parade of the wooden 
soldiers, backgrounding the work 
of Ramon and Virginia. Notable 
because it does not use the hack- 
neyed tune from Chauve Souris. 
Team works with the girls in a 
drill routine and interpolates acro- 
batic and adagio features, with 
some good catches and_. holds. 
Close in one for Ghezzi Brothers, 
who do some excellent hand-to- 
hand work, and closes in three with 
the third line number done with 
huge ostrich fans, white and span- 
gles on one side and prismatic on 
the other. Cowan troupe pose on 
a huge set fan which backgrounds. 
A rather slow finale to a previously 
rapid show. After the necessarily 
slow work of the Ghezzis there 
should have been a whoop-la finish 
to pull the crowd up. 

Sam Jack Kaufman goes in for a 


quit 


couple of monologs, one on the lone- 





someness of his hotel life Rosa 
Reo, organist, billed, but not on the 
supper swing. ‘Down to Earth’ 
(Fox) and the newsreel, Business 
improving. 


EL CAPITAN, FRISCO 


San Francisco, Sept. 7. 

Peggy O'Neill's revues still going 
strong at this ace naborhood house, 
one of the Pacific Coast's prime 
business-getters. With Jay Brower 
as m. c., shows are getting over as 
well as if not better than they did 
when first started over two years 
ago. And Brower's popularity hasn't 
waned an iota, 

As shows now stand they're near- 
ly the samé as when staged at the 
downtown Warfield week previous, 
where Miss O'Neill also produces. 
Acts of Norman Thomas quintette, 
colored group; Jue Fong, Chinese 
tenor, and Lucille Iversno, toe 
dancer, are duplicates of their work 
in last week’s Warfield show. Line 
of 16 girls does ditto routines. 
Brower, with a fine musical combi- 
nation, adds several bright moments 
to the frolic when he does a pair 
of hoke band numbers, both pips. 

Benay Venuta, blonde local radio 
singer, with Mel Hertz at the organ, 
is warbling a pop tune as part of 
Hert’s highly popular weekly or- 


ganlog. Both over big and hold over 
next week. 
Dan McLean, El Cap manager, 


has taken to dramatizing his trail- 
ers, too, as is done at local Fox. 
Next week’s pix, ‘Winner Take All,’ 
neatly sold with bag-puncher work- 
ing back of the screen, under a 
spotlight, as trailer for the film un- 
reels. 

‘Red Headed Woman’ 
screen. Big biz. 


STATE, L. A. 


Los Angeles, Sept. 9. 

Best business in months greeted 
F&M’'s ‘Sally’ with Mary Eaton and 
‘Speak Easily’ (Metro), with the 
credit for drawing holdouts open- 
ing mat split between stage and 
screen, 

No doubt that the almost-hal- 
lowed name of the Ziegfeld show, 
and the fact that Miss Eaton has 
never worn out her welcome in 
these parts, will do much to at- 
tract patrons. This will do a lot 
to balance the vintage production 
of what was once a great musi- 
comedy, but today creaks with age 
in lines and plot. 


(M-G) on 
Bock, 








Following ‘Follow Thru,’ which 
was fast, smart and modern, ‘Sally’ 
will suffer by comparison, but 


treated as a revival of the cream 
of a decade ago, it probably will 
do biz because of sentimental at- 
tachment and a widespread reputa- 
tion. 

More judicious cutting and injec- 





Murder As a Oa 


(Continued from page 1) 


‘Poor Joe’ she broke down, im.« 
‘prompiu like. But a soubrette. by 
coincidence, was up in the song 


and rushed on to pinch hit for 
overcome widow. Soubrette sang of 
her great sorrow while Mrs. Pol- 
lak, dressed in the latest style of 
fashionable widowhood, sat down 
ana watched. 

And burlesque men want to know 
what's the matter with burlesque, 


the 





tion of fresh comedy lines would 
have wiped out the veneer of age, 
but Larry Ceballos and Miss Eaton 
have done considerable as it is. 
Dances were snappy, and the star's 
performance means everything, 
‘Wild Rose’ number clicked best, 
with Miss Eaton backed by 16 boys. 
Jack Waldron, in the Errol spot, 
borrows nothing from the other ex- 
cept the trick knee, and hits a 
high spot in his interpolated radio 
broadcasting bit. 
Jack Duffy, a.k. 
starred in shorts, is almost thrown 
away in a bit. Surrounding cast 
does well. T. Roy Barnes is a little 
too wild with his antiquated set of 
gags, but is ably foiled by Miss 
Harriett, opposite. Hal Young 
makes a satisfactory leading man. 
Others are George Guhl, Lela Bliss, 
Jack Eagan and Harry Stafford. 


LETTERS 


When Sending for Mall te 
VARIETY Address Mail Cterk. 
POSTCARDS, ADVERTISING of 
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ONE ISSUE ONLY 


character who 














Bell A R Dick 
Benson Joseph 
Bronx Grove 


Dornfield W C 


Large Dorothy 
Lewis Leo 
Lloyd Richard 


Marion Brothera 


George Edwin Maynard Harry 8 


Rogers Robert 


Harris Boys & 
Stern Billy Bernard 


Lauretta 
Heath Frankie 
Hensley Annie 
Howard Mr & Mra S 


Winter Martin E 
Wylie Grace 





LaConte Elinore Zukor Dave 











BOOKLET ON How | 
TO MAKE UP: 


TEIN 
MAKE ig | 


a 


a 





M. Stein Cometic Co. PURITY 
— ~~ POR HALE A CENTOR 



































CHICAGO 














ESTABLISHED 1898 


BOSTON 


WILLIAM MORRIS AGENCY, Inc. 


MAYFAIR THEATRE BUILDING, 


Cable: WILLMORRIS, NEW YORK e@ 





NEW YORK 


Manager Foreign Department, DICK HENRY 


For 40 Years 
The World’s Greatest International Agence 


LONDON—FOSTER’S AGENCY @ PARIS—LARTIGUE & FISCHER 


HOLLYWOOD 























s Ancrins \ernic Viypies 


PuT YOUR 
VAUDEVILLE ACT 
OVER INA BIG WAY 
WITH A UNIQUE AND 


ATTRACTIVE 
BACKGROUND 


ARESPONSIBLE AND 
RELIABLE INSTITUTION 


(.araest aed Hest Ceolened Scenie "Studios in “the _Wortd 


Los ANGELES CALIFORNIA 


ues. A. 





INCORPORATED 


AFFILIATED WITH 


Chas.F.Thompson Scenic Co. 


STAFF we 
OF OF 
EMINENTLY EXPERIENCED 


SCENIC ARTISTS 
AND 
TECHNICIANS 


CONSTANTLY a 


EMPLOYED 1: “5, 


COMPLETE 


SHIP TO ALL PARTS 
THE WORLD 


RENTAL STOCK 

















ls 


Pau 
Metro 
eelf Vv 
hom* 
Hills, 
Ingiew 
Calif. 
ter, ™ 
brothe 

Bor: 
1889, 1 
when 
lowing 
he stu 
emy 0 
tering 
Till 1 
played 
of, slo 
middle 
*Tno I 

In } 
eutter 
of his 
writin 
with | 
‘Red . 
tian,’ 
‘Dress 
vorcee 
the p 
or sur 


Artl 
agent, 
tion & 
tured’ 
cident 
vaude 

Spiz 
as an 
here 1 
an’ op 
15 ye: 
as a 
Spizzi 
to .spnc 
for fr 
later 
Under 
were 
count 
lingto 
Chris‘ 
‘years 
tours 
: Bur 
Charl 


Can 
of the 
a pa 
Franc 

Bor 
Amer 
Queer 
With 
prime 
sino, 
and vy 
in ‘Re 
ing p 
and f 
Vvaude 
from 
band 
trape:z 
ernes 

Sur 


Sir 
noveli 
transl 
in Lo 
tack. 
broth: 

His 
Might 
groun 
of its 
others 
Canac 
He w 
the B 
war | 
the U 
War. 

He 
raisec 
spent 
in co 
eome 


Fre 
land | 
Lotw 
a hea 
hotel 
the fe 

Alt] 
anda 
Desbe 
dinne 
Adeolp 

Dés 
ager 











Tuesday, September | 13, 1932 


-— - —————— 


OUTBOORS 


_ ' 
_L. A. Landlords Give In 
O B I T U A R Y To Midway Pitch Stands 
Los Angeles, Sept. 12. 
Large number of vacant stores on 
| Los Angeles’ and Hollywood's more 
PAUL BERN land for years. He entered the | Sedate business streets has caused | 
’ paul Bern, 42, producer for business as a lawyer in 1914, buy-/an influx of the dime-catching 
: . ing the Alhambra theatre, later | — , . 
at’ >n-Mayer a ay 9g |gags fi liar along M: Stree 
Metro-Goldwyn-Mayer, killed nen building the old Mall with Mark | ® - Pee: age - — 
self with a gun Sept, 4, at his Gretnbaum and Ed Strong as his |‘ and at carnivals. Broadway, | 
liom? ir. Benedict Canyon, Beverly partners. Also handled all of Loew’s | Hollywood blvd., Seventh street and 
Hills, Calif. Body was cremated at | mergers here in 1916, planned play- | other better class thoroughfares are 


Ingiewood cemetery, Inglewood, 
Calif. Widow, Jean Harlow; a sis- 
ter, Mrs. William Marcus; and a 
brother. Henry, survive. 

Born in Wandabeck, Germany, in 
1889, Bern was brought te America 
when nine-years-old. Later, fol- 
lowing a brief commercial career, 
hée stueixed at the American Acad- 
emy of Dramatic Arts. Before en- 
tering pictures with the Conness- 
Till Film Co., in Toronto, Bern 
pleyed in, and was. stage. manager 
of, slock companies in the east and 
middle. west. He also toured with 
‘Too Many Crooks.’ 

In pictures, Bern. progressed from 
eutter to producer, the greater part 
of his ‘career having been spent in 
writing, directing and supervising 
with Paramount, Pathe ahd Metro. 
‘Red Headed Woman,’ ‘The, Chris- 
tian,” ‘Beloved Rogue,’ ‘The Dove,’ 
‘Dressmaker From Paris,’, “The. Di- 
vorcee,’ and ‘Romance’ were among 
the pictures he adapted, directed 
or supervised, 





_ ARTHUR SPiZZ1)", 


Arthur Spizzi, 55, vaude.: I 
agent, died Sept. 10 in Redonstruc- 
tion flospital, New York, of a frac- 
tured’ skull received in an auto ac- 
cident. Detailed account is in the 
vaudeville section of this issue. 

Spizzi ‘started out in the dhusiness 
as an-:opera singer, coming over 
here from Italy as the manager of 
an’ 6peratic touring venture about 
15 years ago. After several years 
as a booking agent in .Chicago, 
Spizzi came to New York ‘in''1926 
to specialize in the booking of acts 
for picture house presentations, 
later obtaining a Loew,, franchise. 
Under his management at one time 
were a flock of ace bands of. the 
country, these including Duke El- 
lington, Isham «Jones, .Tdmmy 
Chrigteasen and Fred Waxing. For 
years ae directed all the’ Crpatore 
tours in this country. 





Burvived by two. brothers; ‘one, 
‘Charles, living in New :York, 
CAMILLE d’ARVILLE. 

Camille d’Arville Crelin, 69, one 


of the foremost light opera stars of 


a past generation, died -in San 
Francisco Sept. 10. 
Born in Holland, she made her 


American debut in 1889 in ‘The 
Qugen’s Mate,’ dividing the honors 
wilh Lillian Russell, then in her 
prime. She went over “to the Ca- 
Sino, later joined. the Bostonians, 
and was the original Maid Marian 
in ‘Robin Hood.’ She held a lead-, 
ing place in opera for many. years 
and played one or two seasons in 
Vaudeville after her retirement 
from opera in 1901. Her first hus- 
band was Andrew W. Lyons, a 
trapeze performer. Her second was 
Ernest W. Crelin, of Oakland, Calif. 

Survived by her husband, a son, 
@ sister and two brothers. 


SIR GILBERT PARKER 

Sir Gilbert Parker, 
novelist, many of whose hooks were 
translated to stage and screen, died 
in London, Sept. 
tack. Survived by 
brothers. 

His first novel, ‘Seats of the 
Mighty,’ with an historical, back- 
ground, was one of the best sellers 
of its day. This was foliawéd by 
others, mostly with an histarical or 
Canadian northwoods 
He was for 18 years a member of 
the British Parliament and directed 
war publicity for Great Britain in 
the United States during the World 
War. 

He.was knighted in 1902 
raised to a baronet in 1915. He 
spent about 10 years in Hollywood 
in connection with the filming of 
B0me of his stories. 


FRED DESBERG 

Fred Desberg, 49, pioneer _Cleve- 
land showman and legal adviser of 
Lotw’s Ohio Theatres, Inc.,: died of 
a heart attack in a Columbus, O., 
hotel Sept. 7. Burial in Cleveland 
the following day. 

Although warned by phy 
and advised to take a complete rest, 
Desberg ignored orders to-attand a 
dinner given in Colum!) for 
Adolph Zukor. 

Déesberg was former gens 
ager of Loew interests in. 


a sister 


and 


US 


ral man- 


69, Canadian | 


6, of a heart at- | 
and two! 


background. | 


had | 


sicians 


Cleve- | five 


house square district and half a 
dozen new Loew houses. 

Survived by widow, two sons and 
a daughter. 


MAY MERRICK BALL 


May Merrick. Ball, 64, died in 
Boston Sept. 6, after an illness of 
several months. 

As May Merrick she was we!l 
known as an actress half a century 
ago, appearing in ‘Michael Strogoff,’ 
‘The World’ and similar plays, was 
a member of the summer opera co. 
at the Boston Museum, and played 
for five seasons with Denman 
Thompson in ‘The Old Homestead.’ 
She had.also appeared with Marie 
Jansen. 


VICTOR ELLMAN 


Victor Ellman, 17, brother of 
Eve Iitiman, of Publix Theatres, 
Los Angeles, was killed in an air- 
plane crash Thursday (8) en route 
from El Paso, Tex.,.to St. Louis. 
Another sister, Florence, is on the 
road with a Fanchon & Marco ‘unit. 
Young Ellman’s mother lives in 
Logs Angeles and his father is in 
St. Louis. 





JOHN H. FINN 

John. H. (Mickey) Finn, 71, former 
newspaper man and theatrical pro- 
ducer, died in Rochester, N. Y., Sept. 
8. He went to Rochester in 1908 to 
manage the J. H. Moore theatre and 
remained there. Not the more cele- 
brated ‘Mickey:Finn,’ who was Ern- 
est Jarrold. Survived by a widow 
and two'sisters. 





HENRY C. FROELICH 


Henry C. Froelich, 75, music di- 
rector for past, 30 years of Grand 
Opera House,,Erlanger unit: in Cin- 
cinnati, died, Sept. 10 of a heart at- 
tack at his home there. 

The day of his demise marked 
switch of ‘theatre’s legit policy to 
pop-priced pictures sans an or- 
chestra. 

Mrs. Mildred E. Jones, once with 
| the Chicago opera co., who retired 
when she married Dr. T. Hampton 
Jones, died in New York Sept. 7. 
Survived by her husband, two chil- 
dren and her father. 





Otto Zimmermann, 72, president 
of the Otto:Zimmermann & Sons Co., 
Inc., sheet music publishers of New- 
port, Ky., died in Cincinnati Sept. 8, 
following an operation. Survived by 
his widow. 


Margaret ‘E, McClung, wife of 
Robert McClung, character actor, 
died Sept. 3 at their home in Fair- 
haven, Mass. 


Cy Reinhart, 57, orchestra leader 


and one time minstrel, died in Lou- 
isville Sept. 6, after a long illness. 





E. R. Lore,'61, publisher of Den- 
| ver -theatre programs, died there 
last week. 





Jasper Co.’s Jam 





Newton, Ia., Sept. 12. 

James R. Rhodes, publisher and 
| director of the Jasper county fair, 
shut down the works with an after- 
noon crowd of over 4,000 within the 
gates. He attached $500 on advance 
ticket sales under a printing bill in 
like amount. Other creditors, will- 
ing to wait until the eid of the fair, 
| did likewise. 

todeo performers refused to do 
|their stuff until a portion of the 
salary contract was paid. And the 
crowd waited. Things were ironed 
out when some directors personally 


-uaraniéed a portion of the rodeo 
salary contract. 
Pete Adams, for the rodeo per- 


formers, made possible a night per- 
iformance by agreeing to go through 
| with the show even it entire salary 
amount was not forthcoming. 








St. John Returns 


Ivan St. John has resigned as 
western editor of ‘New Movie’ te 
lassume a similar position on ‘Photo- 


play,’ which he previously held for 


years, 


| week) (R-1,446-$4.40). Presented by 


| cated. 


|}acquiring the midway. atmosphere 
with pit shows, marine exhibits, war 
| walk throughs, fortune tellers, ball 


| Sames, wax works and other carney 


and fair attractions. 
Three gilly shows have _ been 
touring the city all summer, but 


say business is at starvation level. 


DIVING GIRL HELPLESS 
FOR LIFE AFTER MISHAP 


Toronto, Sept. 12. 
Striking the rim of the tank 
while doing a practice dive at the 
Canadian National Exhibition, Belle 
Lichman, 23-year-old Toronto girl, 


is lying in hospital here, doomed to 
paralysis for life, doctors say. 
Suit has been brought against the 
Canadian National Exhibition; 
Ruben Gruberg, proprietor of Model 
Shows of America; Lew and Cleo 
Hoffman, who lease the water car- 
nival attraction from Model Shows. 


Sole wage-earner of the family, 
the girl was practicing a neck dive 
when she reputedly lost her bal- 
ance, dropped across the steel rim 
and toppled into the water. Jack 
McBride, clown .of the troupe, dove 
in and. brought - girl to the 
surface. 


Affidavits allege the girl was be- 
ing coached by Cleo Hoffman, wife 
of the show’s lessee. It is sworn 
that Mrs. Hoffman, seeking to aid 
the girl during instruction period, 
pushed Belle’s feet to gain the 
necessary flip’ for the backward 
dive. Counter claim is that girl 
was not employed and was simply 
being given a tryout, Counsel for 
plaintiff says: ‘She was seeking 
employment and. Cleo Hoffman was 
showing her how to.do what is 
called a neck roll dive.’ 


CARNIVAL TAXED OUT 
Dubuque, Ia., Sept. 12. 

Royal American shows, spotted 
here for week of Sept. 12 to 17, 
ducking date and is in Sheboygan, 
Wis. 

Believe city fee for first carny 
to break in on the white way of 
Feurth street extension in years 
was too. stiff, $225 for use of 
grounds and $175 as license fee. 














B’way Grosses 


(Continued from page 73) 


ly satisfied; cast shares; around 
$4,000. 

‘Cat and Fiddle,’ Cohan (49th 
week) (M-1,400-$3.30). Goes to road 
after another week; house may be 
dark unti! ‘The Du Barry’ is ready; 
‘Cat’ around $11,500 last week. 

‘Clear All Wires,’ Times Square 
(ist week) (C-1,057-$3). Presented 
by Herman Shumlin; written by 
Samuel and Bella Spewack; vari- 
ously reported at Newark try-out 
lust week; opens: Wednesday (14). 


‘Flying Colors,” Imperial (ist 


Max Gordon; Pietz-Schwartz revue 
tried out three weeks in Phila.; 
opens Thursday (15). 

‘Here Today,’ Barrymore (2nd 
week) (C-1,115-$3.30). Mixed opin- 
ion among critics but has chance 
for class draw; in first seven times 
about $9,600; should stiek through 
autumn. 

‘Man Who Reclaimed His Head,’ 
Broadhurst (2nd week) (D-1,118- 
*3.30). Opened late last week; no- 
tices disappointing; agency buy will 
help for a time, moderate date indi- 


‘Of Thee I Sing,’ Music Box (38th 
week) (M-1,000-$5.50). Labor Day 
matinee added pushed takings to 


| merged for 


VARIETY 87 


Chi Fair Quotes Concessionaires 


65-35, but Boys Need Bankrolling 





SLUMP IN KING COTTON 
CUTS SOUTHERN TOURS 


Birmingham, Sept. 12. 
Sells-Floto and John Robinson, 
the South, will probahly 
close next Tuesday (20) at Lowis- 
ville. Show playing here Friday 
(9) did pretty good evening show, 
but the matinee was poor. Other 
stands in Alabama not so good, 

The big Ringling show will prob- 
ably close one day this week at New 
Orleans. 





Ringling second-string shows 
were scheduled to close earlier, 


around Labor day, but the August 
rise in price of cotton encouraged 
a further attempt. Routing was 
kept in tentative shape and when 
cotton slumped again last week it 
was a simple matter to cut travel 
short. 





Coppers Step In on Ia. 
Fair and Lid Snaps Shut) 


Mason City, Ia., Sept. 12. 

The lid went on tight at the 
North Iowa free fair with eight 
concession stands under a _ ban 
through a no gambling edict issued 
by the county attorney and backed 
by the sheriff. 

Jam came when the 10c limit, 
seeming tame to the operators, went 
into the discard and cappers started 
to perform for the yokels, 

With the easy money boys biting 
and consequently -squawking over 
losses, the law stepped in. 





Deficit for Neb. State 


Lincoln; Neb., Sept. 12, 

The Nebraska State Fair closed 
Friday (9) adding approximately 
$55,000 to last year’s deficit of 87 
grand by recording a 40% drop in 
attendance. 

Attractions were only partially 
paid and premiums handled on the 
basis of 20%. 





Winter Playground Idea 


Talk is current that the new city 
bathing at Jacob Riis Park in Rock- 
away, L. I., will be turned into a 
winter sports haven. 

Simon Linz, who heads the syn- 
dicate running the concessions at 
the park, is ready to spend money 
on the project if the city o. k.’s the 
plan. It would be the only winter 
playground around New York. 





Duchess Fair Big 
Rhinebeck, N. Y., Sept. 12. 
The Dutchess County Fair proved 
a success in excess of the hopes of 
the backers, 
Gate showed 40,000 paid admis- 
sions for the week. 


CIRCUSES 


(Week Sept. 10-17) 


Ringling Bros. 

Sept. 10, Enid, Okla.; 12, Ok 
City; 13, Ft. Worth; 14, Dallas; 15, 
16, Waco: 17, Austin. 

Robinson- Sells Floto 
Sept. 10, Florence, Ala.; 12, 
Green, Ky.: 13, -Hepkinsville, 
Henderson, Ky.; 15, Owensboro, 
Frankfort; 17, Lexington, Ky. 

Hagenbeck-Wallace 
Sept. 10, Evansville; 12, Paduach; 13, 
Cape Giradeau; 14, Blythevilie; 15, Jones- 
boro; 16, Little Rock; 17, Hot Springs; 
19, Bl Dorado. 


CARNIVALS 


(For current week Sept. 12- 17) 
Bach, O. J., Elmira. 

Bee, F. F., Lebanon, Tenn. 
Bernard, Greater, Brockton, 
Big State, Henderson 
Blooms, Gold Medal, Kentland, Ind. 
Coleman Bros., South Paris-Norway, 
Conklins, All Can., Peterboro, Ont. 
Diamond Sis., Knox City. Mo. 
Empire City, Leaksville, N. C. 
Endy, Bridgeton, N. J. 
Fairly, Noble, C., Marked 





lahoma 
Tyler; 


Bowling 
Ky.; 4, 
Ky.; 16, 





Mass. 


Tree. 





$26.000; little change in pace other- 
wise, despite good weather. 





‘Smiling Faces,’ Shubert (3rd| 


}week) (M-1,395-$3.30). Looks doubt- 


itul;: 
| $10,000; not enongh for name musi- 


liouse 


|jrepeat date; 
ifore touring. 


first full week approximated 


cal; ‘Americana’ figured to follow 
soon, ‘Triplets.’ Postponed; no 
chosen, 


Other Attractions 

‘Counsellor at Law,’ Plymouth; | 

limited engagement be- 
| 


revival (18th | 
date indefi- 


‘Show Boat,’ Casino; 
week); still profitable; 
nite. 

*‘That’s Gratitude,’ 
vival; eut-rater. 


Waldorf: re- 


Figrida Expo., Mullins, 

Gibson Blue Ribbon, Converse 
Greenburg Amm., Junction City 
Hames, Lill H., Athens, Tex. 
Happyland BE 

Henry, Lew, Matt 
Kaus United, Shamo 
Keystone Attr Waynest 
Landes, J. L., W: 


Lang's Dee 
. 


Roland Expo., Woe 
Rubin & r 
Sol’'s Li ty, ct 

Valley Show Flat« 

Wade, W. G Saginaw. 
Weer, J. C., Muskegon 
West Pros 
Zieger, CerF., 


* 
| Chicago, Sept. 12. 

| Eagerness of concessionaires to 
crash rne Century of Progress Ex- 
position in 1933 has been lessened 
lby the stiffness of the terms and 
‘the size of the bankroll needed to 
|swing deals, There are quite a 
number of promoters in town with 
coniracts in their pockets and de- 
posits in the Exposition’s. These 


chaps are doing some tall worrying 
how to meet their next payments. 
Trade expects to see quite a flock 
of forfeitures in the next few 
months. 

Coneessionaire with a soft drink 
put up $38,000 to cover the cost of 
buitding 60 stands scattered through 
the Expositior grounds. He saw a 
blueprint and got a contract de- 
fining his rights and waits until 
next summer before getting a re- 
turn on the investment. 

Fair Takes 35% 

S.anilard terms appear to be 
| around $400 for an ordinary wooden 
| kiosk. Concessionaire advances all 
| costs and the Fair apparently thinks 
be wholesale terms and expects all 

concessions to haye dozens of 
branches. Concessionaire gets his 
money back first from income and 
after that shares 65-35 with the 
Fair, 

As presently outlined all booths, 
etc., will be operated by employes 
of the Exposition and the Exposi- 
tion will do the bookkeeping in 
partnership with concessionaires, 
No money will be passed at con- 
cession booths. oxposition will 
maintain mumerous _ scrip-selling 
stations and only such scrip. can 
be passed in payment. Exposition 
gives the various concessions cash 
credits for the scrip they take in, 

As far as known any kind of a 
concession will be accepted provid- 
ing the financial terms are right 
and the fiscal responsibility is ate 
tested. Early fear that the Ex- 
position would be fastidious and 
not allow synthetic beverages and 
corn syrup products seems not to 
have been borne out. 








Ohio Fair Sets Mark, 
350,000 Pay at Gate 


Columbus, Sept. 12. 

With the 82d Ohio State Fair set- 
tiny an all-time attendance record, 
with 350,000 present and money be- 
ing spent freely by all, the Naticnal 
Guard had to be called on Friday 
night, when concessionaires pre- 
pared to walk out on the proceed 
ings. 

With the official closing set for 
Saturday night (3), a fist fight be- 
tween one concessionaire and O. W. 
Feely, contact man for Fair Man- 
ager Charles Beer, led to an all- 
around strike by operators of the 
booths. 

A squadron of guardsmen was 
ealled after the fight, and all oper- 
ators were forced to remain open 
and on the grounds until noon or 
later Saturday, as called for in their 
| written agreement. 





Big Show Enters Tex. 


Dallas, Sept. 12. 

Ringling-B.B. top opens the circus 
season in Texas this week with 
seven day jaunt. Towns scheduled, 
Ft. Worth (13), Dallas (14), Tyler 
(15), Waco (16), Austin (17), and 
Santone (18), latter only one draw- 
ing double header. 


Show skipped Dallas last year 
due to conflict with Texas state 
fair dates. 





Receiver for Akron Park 


Akron, O, Sept. 12. 

Summit Beach Park was placed 
|in receivership this week by action 
lof note holders. Cc. A. Sarchet, 
| manager of the park, and Attorney 
Vona'd Reichert, were named re- 
ceivers. Receivership applys only 
|} te amusement devices and the zoo. 
Park closed Labor Day, being the 
most disastrous season in many 
years 








IOWA STATE FAIR OFF 


Des Moines, Ia., Sept. 12. 
Attendance at the Iowa state fair, 
net 21 sed, was off. 

Figures of the Register, official 
state. publication, show the 1932 
gate to be 261 370 paid admissions 
as against 297,611 for the 1931 
season, 
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RKO PALACE THEATRE, CHICAGO 
One Additional Show Daily to Accommodate 
Heavy Patronage 
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GATEWAY CASINO 
ATLANTIC CITY 


Turned away 2,000 people 
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WOODMANSTEN INN 
PELHAM PARKWAY, NEW YORK 


Most Successful Westchester Engagement 


en NN ON ON ONO ON ONO: AOC OT ON tN te tT ON Nt NN tet it | 





—~ 







JOHN ROYAL 






Management 








VARIETY 


AN D HIS. BAND 


tm ts a st al cat it at at gsi J 





—— ——$—$_—$______—— -- oo 








“THE 


Taeeday, September 13, 1932 


ROMEO 
OF SONG” 
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RKO PALACE THEATRE, CLEVELAND 


Established new house record and compelled to 
stop selling tickets 
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RKO KEITH’S THEATRE 
BOSTON 


Capacity Business 
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LOEW’S PARADISE THEATRE, NEW YORK 


As “Variety” goes te OF Asn— 
“Largest house attendance since the inauguration 
of Vaudeville’”’ 
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With appreciation to 
GEORGE ENGLES 


for their heartiest co-operation during this, my first year 
VICTOR RECORDING EXCLUSIVELY 


N. B. C. ARTISTS’ SERVICE 


EDWIN SCHEUING 


711 Fitth Avenue, New York City 



























-_—— 











that 
legs 
isn't 
come 
two 
pop -¢ 
sent 
name 
hear, 
nique 
radio 
Ne’ 
dema 
quick 
Janie 


anhe: 
dailie 

Shi 
got n 
playi: 
are ¢£ 
Ladie 
space 
have 
Bex ¢ 
other 
ingly, 
ties. 


One 
reject 
sugee 
ing s 
Dietr: 

Gir 
and s 
rivals 
many 
vent 
grind 
ously 

Rac 
foster 
mium 
with 
culati 
unive 
has | 
@cand 

it s 
and f 
reach 
end re 
hosier 
lesque 
unseel 
breath 


merou: 
justific 


Sigs 


